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AM: Andy Burnham, welcome. Before we start properly can I ask 

you do you expect to speak to the prime minister later on today? 

AB: That’s not been suggested to me, but of course I would, 

Andrew, I’d be ready to speak to the prime minister at any time to 

try and resolve the situation that we’re in. But I don’t expect to, 

but of course I would be willing to. 

 

AM: Are you talking to anyone from central government at the 

moment? 

AB: I was due to speak to Sir Ed Lister today, so that’s the call 

that I was expecting to take later this morning. But beyond  that, 

Andrew, I’m ready to speak to ministers to try and resolve the 

situation but so far that’s the only call that I’m expecting today. 

 

AM: This is a very dangerous standoff, obviously, is there anything 

that you can offer ministers today that might help achieve a deal? 

AB: Well, it’s a very challenging situation, but can I just say, 

Andrew, this is all about the health of the people of Greater 

Manchester. We were the first in the country, myself and the ten 

leaders here, to accept local restrictions, and that was three 

months ago. So those who say we’re playing politics, I would point 

them to that, which proves that we’re not doing that. But the truth 

is health, protecting health, is about more than controlling the 

virus. We’ve been under those restrictions for three months and 

people’s mental health now is pretty low. People are worrying 

about their jobs, their kids, their homes, their businesses. So this 

isn’t about politics or about money, this is about people, people’s 

health and what’s right for them. And what I would say to the 

government is let’s come together and agree a package of support 
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that helps people through this. A punishing lockdown without 

support, trapping places in Tier 3 all winter, I think will cause real 

harm to health in the broadest possible sense. 

 

AM: But meanwhile covid19 is spreading very fast. When do you 

think that intensive care units in Greater Manchester will be full? 

AB: Well, I checked the figures this morning, Andrew. There are 

currently around 62 people in intensive care in Greater 

Manchester, give or take. I mean, it’s in that ballpark. Back in April 

it was over 200, around 220. So we’re in a different position. 

There were four hospital admissions of people with covid to 

hospitals in Greater Manchester yesterday, so it’s a serious 

situation but I don’t think it was the situation that was described 

by the prime minister on Friday evening. And of course on Friday 

evening he was flanked by the chief scientific adviser, who said he 

had doubts about whether Tier 3 would actually work to bring 

cases down. So we need to have a discussion here with the 

government about what protects people’s health, protects people’s 

jobs and brings people back together. And the current approach to 

Tier 3 isn’t doing that. 

 

AM: Well, let’s just remind people what the prime minister did say 

in that speech. He said that in your area cases had doubled in the 

last nine days, high infection rates were creeping up the age 

range while cases are 690 per 100,000 for 16 to 29 year olds, and 

they’ve now risen to 224 per 100,000 for the over 60s. And he 

said that the number of covid in-patients in ICU beds is already 

more than 40 per cent of the number at the height of the first 

wave. That’s very high. And that’s inevitably going to raise further, 

and doing what you’re doing, not allowing these extra restrictions 

is going to cause a loss of life.  

AB: Well, I think it was an exaggeration on the position that we’re 

in. As I’ve just said to you, Andrew, of course it’s a matter of 

concern, and we watch the figures very closely indeed. But the 

figures have been falling in Manchester itself in the last few days. 
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Across Greater Manchester up slightly, but certainly not doubling 

every nine days. So let’s be careful here. I would certainly say this 

morning let’s step back a little bit from the war of words. I’m not 

necessarily coming on your programme to fuel that this morning; 

what I am saying is let’s move towards a resolution. That’s why I’ll 

be writing to the main party leaders in Westminster to ask them to 

intervene, for parliament to intervene here. What we need, 

Andrew, is a fair financial framework if the government are going 

to insist on Tier 3. At the moment they’re doing side deals with 

individual councils. That isn’t good enough for me. Let’s 

remember, the places they’re trying to close in Tier 3, pubs, 

bookies, gyms, these are places where people are on low wages, 

and what we’re saying is you cannot take away their place of work 

and not give them support. So an 80 per cent thurlough of the 

kind we had back in March – think of the taxi drivers, the people 

who work on the doors in those pubs, many of them self-

employed, 80 per cent self-employment support scheme. This is 

not just Greater Manchester’s fight, Andrew, this is everyone’s 

concern, because everywhere could end up in Tier 3 over the 

course of this winter. So what I would say to everybody, support 

us in this – I would ask your viewers to contact their MPs to 

support us in this, because it’s about taking the country fairly 

through a very challenging winter. If we don’t put in this support, 

Tier 3 will create a punishing lockdown and in the poorest 

communities. 

 

AM: Andy Burnham, I hear the passion, I understand exactly what 

you’re saying, but if there is going to be a conclusion of this 

argument you have to give some kind of ground, surely. You can’t 

simply say, ‘give us our money or we won’t talk.’ What’s your 

compromise position? 

AB: As I was saying, Andrew, it’s not a case of give us our money, 

we’re just doing this for a big cheque for Greater Manchester, it’s 

about people. It’s about people’s health, it’s about people’s lives, 

homes, families, businesses, that is what this is about. And if the 
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government wants its Tier 3, in the end it can impose that. What 

we are saying is do that in a negotiated way with us that doesn’t 

level down our communities. 

 

AM: Now, you’ve said you won’t accept these government 

restrictions as they’re currently suggested to you. But if they’re 

going to impose it, as you’ve just said they can impose it and 

there is absolutely nothing that you can do is there? 

AB: The government is the government, and they of course can 

impose these restrictions. I’m glad they haven’t and I think that it 

would be a mistake to do it because obviously we need 

compliance from the public, a sense of fairness here. And I think I 

need to reflect on the programme this morning, Andrew, I 

wouldn’t say everybody, but I think the majority of people are 

supporting the stance that we’re taking. And here’s another critical 

point. This is a cross-party stance. The Conservative MPs in 

Greater Manchester are backing what we are saying and what we 

are doing. That’s myself and the ten council leaders. The 

Conservative council leader in Bolton is backing our approach. 

 

AM: Are you still thinking about a legal challenge? 

AB: I would do anything to protect low paid workers, who I think 

now are very, very close to the edge, and I don’t think they can 

survive on two thirds wages. So the legal challenge applies to 

that. I think it’s discriminatory on people in the lowest paid 

professions to say, you can have a two thirds furlough but we paid 

an 80 per cent furlough for people middle incomes earlier in the 

year. I don’t think that is fair. Straightforward, it’s not fair. 

 

AM: Alright, but this is dividing the country. How helpful is it that 

you’ve had a letter this morning from MPs from Norfolk, Suffolk 

and Devon saying that ‘our constituents, like yours, have made 

many sacrifices to get and keep the virus under control in our 

areas and you should back off.’? 
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AB: Well, I’m not sure a sort of We’re All Right Jack letter from a 

group of southern Conservative MPs is going to cut much ice here. 

And I would say to them, some of them represent constituencies 

whose cases were higher than ours when we went into national 

lockdown. So they need to look back at the whole of this and their 

cases were higher than ours when we went into Tier 3 restrictions 

earlier in the year. I would also say to them, as I said at the start 

of this interview, anywhere could end up in Tier 3 this winter. In 

fact, I would say places are likely to end up in Tier 3 this winter. 

Therefore it’s everyone’s concern that we protect the lowest paid 

in our communities. The self-employed, who are left with nothing 

on the government’s current deal. So that is what I would say 

back to those MPs, and playing one place off against another, we 

think what we are doing is right for Greater Manchester, 

obviously, but it’s also right for the country.  

 

AM: Andy Burnham, thanks very much indeed for joining us this 

morning. Very interesting indeed. 

(ends) 

 


