
1 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, JONATHAN ASHWORTH MP, SHADOW HEALTH SECRETARY 

ANDREW MARR SHOW 

18TH JULY 2021 

JONATHAN ASHWORTH 

 

(Please check against delivery (uncorrected copies)) 

 

AM: Jonathan Ashworth, the Shadow Health Secretary is with me. 

First of all, Mr Ashworth, you are pinged or you’re told you’ve 

been in contact with somebody who’s got coronavirus - shall we 

say, for instance, the Health Secretary. Do you then self-isolate? 

JA: Yes.  Yes, you do. And I think there’ll be parents watching the 

programme this morning who have had to struggle with their 

children sent home as part of the bubbling system, or there’ll be 

business who’ve had to struggle because their staff have been 

pinged and they’ve had to isolate themselves, who’ll be waking up 

to this news thinking, my word, yet again it’s one rule for them 

and another for the rest of us. People will be asking how have 

they got access to this special VIP test and release system that 

applies to them but doesn’t apply to the rest of us? It just beggars 

belief. 

 

AM: Right, well maybe really strong political opposition would help 

change the situation. The Liberal Democrats say that opening up 

tomorrow is reckless and it should not happen. What’s your view? 

JA: The opening up tomorrow is reckless. It’s like putting your foot 

down on the accelerator and throwing off the seat belt. We would 

open with caution. So we would maintain mandatory mask 

wearing, because people want to do the right thing, they want to 

wear their masks, but they want to feel protected that others are 

wearing their masks. We’re probably going to have one of the 

busiest days on the transport network tomorrow for 16 months, 

why can’t people continue to work from home, have the right to 

work from home? 

 



2 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, JONATHAN ASHWORTH MP, SHADOW HEALTH SECRETARY 

AM: So to be absolutely clear, the Labour Party is against the full 

opening up tomorrow morning? 

JA: We are against opening up without any caution - precautions 

in place. So we are saying keep masks, keep masks, allow people 

to work from home. Why don’t we use our social manufacturing to 

put air filtration systems in every school and every public building? 

Why don’t we pay people decent sick pay so they can isolate 

themselves? 

 

AM: I’ll come on to all of these things, but you’re not getting 

them, you know very well, at the moment. On masks, on sick pay, 

on ventilation, the government is not doing what you’re asking it 

to do. And therefore, are you against so-called freedom day? 

JA: Well, they’re not just not doing what we’re asking, they’re 

doing what SAGE wants, The Academy of Medical Science. 

 

AM: Let’s just come back to the question: are you against freedom 

day tomorrow happening? 

JA: Well, we don’t want freedom day to be a free-for-all day. And 

I think what is going to happen tomorrow is that infection rates 

will probably increase, and what we saw in the Netherlands when 

they had their freedom day on 26th June is that infection rates 

jumped up almost vertical, on the vertical axis. 

 

AM: I’m just trying to get you to say something fairly 

straightforward: it should not be done tomorrow. 

JA: No, we’re in favour of the economy reopening, but we would 

put in place a series of precautions to try and slow the growth and 

contain the growth of the virus while at the same time going 

further to try and get young people to get the vaccine, and then 

we’d look again at vaccination for adolescents. 

 

AM: I’m sorry, the confusion here is that none of that can or will 

happen tomorrow. And tomorrow the restrictions go, and I’m 
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asking you are you in favour of the restrictions going tomorrow or 

not? 

JA: No, we are in favour of proceeding with caution. Tomorrow is 

going to happen anyway.  

AM: Well, tomorrow is obviously going to happen. these 

restrictions are going to be lifted. 

JA: No the restrictions are going to be lifted anyway tomorrow, 

but we would not be releasing the restrictions in the way in Sajid 

Javid is proposing. Because when he came - when he said he 

would make us healthier, it clearly isn’t because we’ve got 

hospitals under intense pressure, with cancelled operations being 

cancelled, and of course we’re running the risk because of the way 

in which the virus works of pressure being put on the variant and 

another one emerging.  

 

AM: I understand all your arguments, I understand all your 

arguments, what I don’t understand is why you can’t simply say 

this morning the prime minister should delay the ending of 

restrictions. 

JA: That’s not our position. 

AM: Why not? 

JA: Our position, because we know that we need to get the 

economy reopened and moving again because of the - 

AM: It’s a yes but no, yes but no position. 

JA: Well, with respect, these are complex decisions when you’re 

dealing with a virus of this scale. But we would reopen the 

economy while putting in place a series of mitigating 

precautionary measures. 

 

AM: Well, let’s look at - okay, let’s look some of those mitigation 

measures. You’ve talked about ventilation; all around the country 

there’s huge numbers of buildings which aren’t properly ventilated, 

we know that. It’s been compared to the situation of sewers in the 

early Victorian period. It’s a massive job and a very expensive job 
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to ventilate all the places. Would you advise people who don’t feel 

that their workplaces are properly ventilated not to go to work? 

JA: Well, that’s why we’re saying to people they should have the 

right - 

AM: Yes or no, would you advise that? 

JA: Well, workplaces need health and safety requirements in 

place. So yes, you’re right, and that is why we’re saying people 

should have the right to request home working. But Jeremy, for 

example, offered grants to buildings - 

AM: How much have they spent and how much would it cost? 

JA: Well, Jeremy offered around a £490 million grant for buildings 

to install these air filtration measures. 

 

AM: And so you’re in favour of that. 

JA: So we need to look at that. British manufacturing is making 

some of this. 

AM: But are you in favour of spending a lot of public money in this 

case? 

JA: Yes. Yeah, we need to support our buildings to reopen and we 

can support British manufacturing by offering grants in order to 

put money into ventilation. 

 

AM: And then it takes time to do, obviously, it’s a big job. 

JA: Well, not necessarily, some of these air filtration units are 

relatively discreet. You could put them in every school over the 

summer. 

 

AM: And does that need to happen before we can reopen safely? 

JA: It should be happening. It should be happening. 

 

AM: My question is does it need to happen? 

JA: Well, the economy is going to reopen tomorrow, but these are 

things that should be happening.  
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AM: It sounds like you’ve just kind of given up on opposing the 

government over doing something, reopening with all these things 

which you yourself say is dangerous. 

JA: We haven’t given up. 

AM: So you’re against it? 

JA: We’re putting forward a series of proposals, such as 

ventilation, such as home working, such as offering people decent 

sick pay, such as allowing - maintaining the mask mandate in 

society. These are a series of proposals which we are saying to 

the government would help you open up in a safer way. 

 

AM: We’re going round and round in circles here. But I say again 

you know you’re not going to get what you want by tomorrow for 

sure, and you say it’s unsafe to open up without these mitigating 

factors and these policies, therefore are you against opening up 

tomorrow or not? 

JA: We are saying open up with but with these factors. 

AM: But you know they’re not going to be in place. That’s the 

confusion isn’t it? 

JA: No, they’re going to open up anyway aren’t they?  

AM: So you have given up? 

JA: We haven’t given up, but we’re putting forward our proposals 

as to how we can open up safely. 

 

AM: Do you think businesses should pay to ventilate themselves or 

do you think the taxpayer should pick up that bill? 

JA: I think the government should offer grants for this, like as has 

happened in other countries.  

 

AM: And how long do you think it would take to ventilate most of 

the buildings that we’re talking about? 

JA: Well, you can install air filtration units and HEPA units into 

buildings which can help with ventilation, it doesn’t necessarily 

have to be a very complicated set of renovations to buildings 

when you can install units which we actually do manufacture in 
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this country. And this would be a great way of supporting British 

manufacturing and supporting jobs. 

 

AM: For somebody watching this programme today who’s going to 

work tomorrow in an ill-ventilated building, would you tell them 

that’s unsafe, don’t go in? 

JA: If there’s no ventilation, yes. There should be ventilation in 

those buildings. 

 

AM: So don’t go into work? 

JA: Well, they should have the right to request home working. 

 

AM: Right, let’s talk about social care. There is a really intense, 

very, very important discussion going on inside government about 

how to pay for social care. Do you personally believe that taxes 

should go up to pay for proper social care in this country? 

JA: Well, let’s see what is proposed. 

AM: No, I’m asking you. 

JA: Well, obviously you have to pay for social care. You obviously 

have to pay for social care. And if the government is going to put 

forward a tax rise for social care I think they would need to 

guarantee that the yield from that tax rise is hypothecated for 

health and social are. We know that Rishi Sunak is a tax rising 

Chancellor, he wants to put up taxes on hardworking families. So 

you’d need to ensure, to guarantee that everything that comes 

from that tax rise goes into health and social care. That is the first 

thing. 

 

AM: A specific social care charge or tax, only for social care, you 

would back? 

JA: We would - well, why would we oppose that? Because we 

want to see more money going into health and social care. But 

we’d need that guarantee that it is going into health and social 

care. But we actually need a comprehensive package to fix the 

social care crisis. The cap that is being talked about in the 



7 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, JONATHAN ASHWORTH MP, SHADOW HEALTH SECRETARY 

newspapers today does not fix social care. If you cap social care 

costs at £50,000 - this is what Boris Johnson wants - that helps, 

according to some think tank analysis, about 50,000 people. If it’s 

more like £72,000, which is what the Chancellor apparently wants, 

that helps around 12 per cent of those within residential care. And 

yet across social care, across the whole piece, we’ve got over a 

million people going without social care needs. You’ve got 75,000 

people waiting for a social care assessment. And of course we 

need to drive up the quality of social care. We need more than 

these 15-minute visits. You know, we’ve got one in six care homes 

considered inadequate by the CTC. We need to pay the staff 

properly. They need a comprehensive package. 

 

AM: And therefore needs more taxation income? 

JA: Well, it needs more funding. So where is that going to come 

from? The cap in itself obviously helps those who are currently 

facing catastrophic care costs, it’s better than nothing. But it isn’t 

helping the million people who are going without social care. 

 

AM: Alright, Jonathan Ashworth, thank you very much indeed for 

joining us. 

(ends) 

 


