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AM: Ahead of the Welsh elections next month I’m speaking to 

some of the Party Leaders there and today it’s Andrew RT Davies 

who leads the Welsh Conservatives. He joins me now from Cardiff. 

Welcome Mr Davies. Can I ask you about your attitude to the 

Senedd. Independence is more popular in Wales now than it’s 

been for a very long time, up to 39% in some of the polling. Do 

you actually want to abolish the Senedd? 

AD: Well good morning, Andrew. No I don’t. I believe the Senedd 

and the Welsh Parliament can be a power for good if it has the 

right government coming out of it and that government obviously 

would be a Welsh Conservative government. You’d expect me to 

say that. If the Welsh Rugby Team is performing badly on the 

pitch you don’t get rid of the Welsh Rugby Team or the WRU, you 

change the coach and that’s what we have the opportunity to do 

in these elections, is to change the coach and Labour have been 

running Wales for the last 22 years with obvious outcomes of 

failures in most public sectors. 

 

AM: Well I’m asking, I suppose, because you have not one not 

two but three candidates in these elections who say explicitly they 

do want to get rid of the Senedd and that policy is also popular 

among Welsh Conservatives. Sixty percent of your  members, 

according to one poll, want to get rid of the Senedd. Isn’t that the 

way that your party is going? 

AD: No, not at all. We want to put the Welsh Parliament to good 

use and make sure that it improves lives across the whole of 

Wales by improving job prospects, by putting on the ballot paper 

the opportunity to vote for a party that’s talking about creating 

65,000 jobs. Putting on the ballot paper the opportunity for people 
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to vote for a party that wants to create 1,200 doctors; 3,000 

nurses or 5,000 teachers. That’s what good is about. Not creating 

constitutional chaos by setting up referendums either to abolish 

the Welsh Parliament or to create independence. We’ve just come 

out of the worst 12 months we’ve ever seen in this country 

through the pandemic and any government that forms after May 

6th, big job for the next five years will be making sure we deliver 

on the economy, we deliver on health and we deliver on the 

environment.  Those are the important big ticket items we need to 

be delivering on. 

 

AM: You mention the pandemic there. Now if you look at the 

polling the Welsh people are really quite happy with Mark 

Drakeford’s handling of that.   7 out of 10 say the Welsh 

government have dealt with the pandemic well or very well. Now 

you want to align policy more with London and yet only 4 out of 

10 of the English say the same about the London government. 

Surely you are, as it were, supporting the wrong team in this 

stadium? 

AD: No, what we’re looking at here is the inability for the Welsh 

government to have a clear roadmap out of the pandemic. We 

fully understand the public health reason why lockdown came in 

but because of the success of the vaccination programme we’ve 

seen the Welsh government take different approaches for the sake 

of being different rather than where the science points to have 

commonality in the rules and regulations.  Outdoor hospitality is a 

good example of that. You can stand on the border and step 

across just into England and you can see outdoor hospitality 

working, whereas in Wales it’s not working. The science is the 

same but yet regrettably in Wales the Welsh Labour government 

have chosen to take a different path. In education for example 

schools were opened in one go at the beginning of March, sadly in 

Wales years 7, 8, 9 didn’t get that education and that uplift in 

their education prospect because Wales kept schools shut until 
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April 12th. That’s to the detriment of pupils’ well being here in 

Wales. 

 

AM: So what Welsh businesses want to know I’m absolutely sure 

is a bit of clarity.  If you win these elections will you follow Boris 

Johnson and make an absolute personal commitment to all  social 

distancing measures ending on June 21st in Wales? 

AD: If the science proves that to be the case, because like Boris 

Johnson it’s based on the science and on the data and there’s a 

roadmap that’s been put in place and in the absence of the Welsh 

government having a roadmap that is coherent and delivers for 

the people of Wales wherever you live, we believe it’s sensible t 

align those priorities to other parts of the United Kingdom where 

the science stacks  up. So it’s led by science, it’s led you data and 

if that proves to be the case on June 21st that’s what we’d like to 

do.  

 

ENDS  


