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AM: Your Party says it wants an inquiry into the government’s 

handling of the Covid crisis. In that spirit I want to put to you a 

few questions about the Green Party and your  opinion on some of 

the really difficult issues that Ministers have had to grapple with. 

So do you think that people should be allowed to go on holiday 

abroad this summer? 

JB: Good Morning Andrew. What we want to do is follow the 

science. I think there’s consensus on that. What we’re very 

concerned about is that we don’t see a proper quarantine system  

in place already. So if we do go to this traffic light system then 

we’re worried that it isn’t going to be effective and obviously we 

need precautionary principles. We’ve heard earlier on  your 

programme the Indian variant is very worrying; we don’t know 

where it’s going to lead. Surely the sensible thing is to have  - err 

on the side of caution  to have a precautionary approach to it. So 

follow the science, but let’s go slowly. Let’s make sure we get the 

right pace of change and not  really cut off our nose to spite our 

face. 

 

AM: That’s fairly close to the government’s position. Should people 

have to show evidence the so called vaccine passport, before they 

go to, for instance, a football game? 

JB: Now we’re really worried again about the passport system. 

We’re worried that it’s a two tier system. Much better to get the 

test trace and isolate system functioning far more effectively. 

We’ve long said in April last year, a year ago we were putting 

forward proposals for a proper community shield, a test, trace and 

isolate system at the local level where the local knowledge is, that 
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will be far more effective than the tens of billions the government 

has wasted on companies like Sirco.  

 

AM: So that’s the hospitality area.  Should vaccinations be 

compulsory or mandatory for people working inside care homes? 

JB: We don’t feel that there should be a work – jab to work 

programme and a mandatory requirement for people in 

workplaces to have to have the jab. I think  in care homes it is a 

greyer area. Certainly there should be the encouragement of it to 

happen but very, very cautious about making absolutely 

mandatory. Certain people not losing their jobs because they 

won’t have the jab. But maybe in terms of new recruitment to 

posts like that there should be a requirement the jab has 

happened in order to take on new roles. 

 

AM: Again, grey area is very close to what the government’s 

proposing. On that too you seem to be quite close to the 

government. Let me move on to another subject. The Green Party 

lauded, praised the French government for banning short haul 

flights inside France and when you did that you said – and I’m 

quoting: “Heavy investment in national rail networks is what made 

this possible. This is climate leadership we need to see.” And yet 

when it comes to our heavy investment in railways, HS2, you call 

it ‘ecocide.’ Straight forward question – which is it? 

JB: Well, HS2 is ecocide to the climate and ecological emergency. 

I think we’re in great danger of the  new normal being a state of 

emergency. We’re not thinking about how we adapt to a very, 

very changed world that we’ve seen over the last year. We’ve got 

to rethink the idea and HS2 is of course a massive commuter line 

about why we are intent on moving  thousands of people every 

day from one part of the country to another part of the country 

when we’re going to be resilient and moving forward by having an 

economy that’s going to cope with the crises that we are going to 

have to deal with. People will be working far more locally and 

flexible working from home. 
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AM: Isn’t the answer to that on the HS2 side that it frees up rail to 

have a much better and more effective local railway system? And 

if you’re against that  how are people going to move around the 

country? They can’t fly and they can’t go by train.  

JB: Well my daughter’s in Birmingham, I get there perfectly easily. 

Yes, there is an argument it will free up a bit of capacity on the 

west coast, but  far better to put that money into rejuvenating rail 

networks right round the country. Surely, Andrew you’re not 

suggesting that that sorts out the problems in Cornwall and Devon 

by putting a HS2 line up the middle of the country. Of course it 

doesn’t, that’s nonsense. We need to take that money if we were 

thinking about the future, resilience for the future really having a 

public transport revolution investing hundreds of millions of 

pounds in hundreds of communities around the country to 

rejuvenate the local transport systems. 

ENDS  

 


