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AM: Sir Ed, you were a minister with David Cameron, you know 

the man well. Has he done anything wrong? 

ED: Well, let’s see the results of these six investigations. I don’t 

like the sound of it. We need much greater transparency, as David 

Cameron himself once called for. And let’s remember what 

happened here: David Cameron secretly texted the Chancellor in a 

secret meeting with the Health Secretary to lobby for his financier 

mate Lex Greensill. That isn’t transparent and it should be. And in 

the context of - 

AM: So he did do something wrong. He did do something wrong?  

ED: Well, Andrew, whether it’s in the rules or not it ought to be in 

the rules, that’s my point. We need much more greater 

transparency. Conflicts of interest need to exposed. And I’d 

actually go further. I’m worried about what the Chancellor did, 

what the Health Secretary did - 

AM: Let’s talk, if we may, about you yourself, because you worked 

for a lobbying company when you left government. And when you 

were in government, in the Liberal Democrats, you said, as a 

party, you were going to clear up the lobbying problem, and yet 

you didn’t. You didn’t do anything about it in government. My 

question is simple: why not? 

ED: Well, I never lobbied government, let’s make that absolutely 

clear. And I think we did do a lot of measures to try to clean up 

British politics in our time in government. 

AM: Clearly not enough. 

ED: Well, I would explain more. Let me give you one idea, I’m 

very worried that the ministerial code isn’t properly enforced. 

We’ve seen Alex Allan, the independent advisor for Ministerial 

Standards resign, or not being reappointed. I’d like to see an 
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independent body enforcing the ministerial code. Not the prime 

minister, that’s wrong. It’s wrong that a politician should be the 

judge and jury who decides who’s broken the ministerial code. 

And what I’d like to see is an independent body, just like we had 

IPSA over MPs’ pay and expenses, but an independent body that 

could say this minister’s broken the code and therefore they can’t 

have their ministerial pay. That would be a sort of penalty that I 

think the public would like and it would rebuild trust in British 

politics.  

 

AM: Would you yourself work for a lobbying company again? 

ED: I told you before I didn’t lobby government. I was working on 

renewable energy, advising people about renewable energy 

policies, because I’m so committed to tackling climate change in 

and out of parliament, in and out of government. I think people 

should be working to improve our climate. And I’ll tell you, this is 

quite sensitive actually, Andrew, just so you know, one of the 

reasons I still work for a renewable company - and it’s declared 

totally transparently on my registered Member’s interests - is 

partly because of climate change, but also I have a disabled son 

who will need 24/7 care when I’ve gone, and I’m quite an old dad. 

So I mean, I think families everywhere will want to do the best for 

their children and you know, I have to make - to support my son, 

who will need that for the rest of his life.  

 

AM: So you are, among other things of course, facing your first 

electoral challenge really as leader of the Liberal Democrats. At 

the moment you’re kind of level pegging with the Green Party. 

You’ve mentioned climate change just now - do you have to do 

better than the Green Party in these elections to keep your job? 

ED: Well, I think we’re going to have a good night. I think we’re 

going to move forward. I think we’re going to make gains from 

Labour and Conservatives. And the reason is, I think our message 

of a fairer, greener, more caring country is actually resonating. 

One thing the pandemic has done, it’s reconnected people with 
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their communities. The Liberal Democrats are know the country-

wide as classic community politicians who listen to the community 

and get things done for their community. So I think that message 

that we want to help on the high streets will resonate with them. 

That message is - 

AM: You mention the high street.  

ED: I think we will make gains at these elections.  

AM: You mention the high street and you mention listening. There 

are in this country 29,000 pubs which will not be able to reopen at 

the moment and are really, really desperate to know whether they 

can continue as businesses at all. The Liberal Democrats are so far 

resolutely against the idea of vaccine passports, which is their 

route to reopening. Doesn’t that mean that your civil libertarian 

principles are trumping the rights of many people, many of them 

Lib Dem voters no doubt, to keep their own businesses afloat? 

ED: Well, first of all you’re right, Andrew, the Liberal Democrats 

are totally opposed to these covid ID cards. We’re opposed 

because they are unnecessary, they’re expensive and they’re 

divisive. And if you talk to the pubs that you mentioned, they don’t 

want them. The Beer and Pub Association -  

AM: It may be their only way of opening, though, may be their 

only way to surivive. 

ED: I don’t know about you. I’ve said Liberal Democrats listen to 

the community, and we’re listening to the industry and business 

and they’re saying they don’t want these. Whether it’s the 

representatives of pubs, whether it’s the representatives of 

cinemas, whether it’s the representatives of night time, they are 

saying that their business in large majorities think these will be 

very expensive and unworkable. And the Liberal Democrats agree 

with that. This is unnecessary to reopen our society. Look at other 

countries, they’ve done it differently, and I think the government 

should focus on the money that’s available and on making sure 

the test , trace and isolate system really works. They’ve failed 

miserably on that, partly because they’ve got the tracing wrong, 

but mainly because they haven’t supported people to isolate. So if 
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we’re going to recover from this pandemic, build up a fairer, 

greener, more caring country the Liberal Democrats want. We 

don’t need to take away people’s freedoms. 

 

AM: Sir Ed Davey, it’s always a pleasure to talk to you, thank you 

very much indeed for talking to us today. 

(ends) 

 

 


