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Ambassador Andrei Kelin: If Dominic Raab is really seeing how 

Russia interferes or demolish democracy, please I am ready to 

discuss it with him, but I haven’t seen Secretary Raab for more 

than a year.  

 

AM: You have been summoned in multiple times by the Foreign 

Office to be rebuked. Why do you think the British government is 

so worried about Russia’s behaviour? 

A: It’s a big question for me I should say. When I have come here 

a year and some months ago I was full of expressions that we can 

do better, but in recent years our relations has become worse, 

even more I would say, even worse. 

 

AM: Alright. Can I ask you about the Ukraine? Where Russia has 

40,000 troops now on the border of the Ukraine, what are they 

there for? 

A: First of all, inside the Ukraine, on the line of demarcation 

between the self-proclaimed republics of Donbas and all of that 

and there are about 60,000 of Ukrainian troops, and the Ukraine 

continued to build up troops - 

AM: Defending their own territory. 

A: No, no. It’s - it’s on the line inside the Ukraine, on the line 

which is separating Donetsk, Lugansk and the rest of this country. 

60,000 troops  And this build up continues. But my personal 

understanding that they are moving troops just to give to 

understand to the Ukraine that it is not priceless, that if they will 

decide to advance on this territory and to make a bloodbath on it. 

This is one thing - 
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AM: This - I’m sorry to interrupt but you’ll have seen - you’ll have 

seen the film and images of what’s being moved towards that 

border and it’s not simply normal troops, it’s tanks, it’s armoured 

car carriers, it’s field hospitals and it’s long range communications. 

This looks like the beginning of an invasion. 

A: Not at all. This is a normal military preparedness exercise. It’s 

absolutely normal. Which will be conducted, by the way - 

AM: Why the field hospitals, why the long range communications? 

A: Okay, I’m not sure of how the manoeuvres which are called 

defend Europe will be conducted in May, in June, but it will be the 

most big exercise during the recent 15 years, and NATO is 

supposed to assemble more than 30,000 troops on the border of 

Russia. Close to it, both Russia and the Ukraine, also assembling 

tanks and vehicles, .. vehicles and all that stuff. I’m not sure, do 

not know  about the hospitals. Probably yes, probably not. But of 

course we need to be prepared for that, and we need to give to 

understand that we are prepared, that Russian Army  is prepared 

for that.  

 

                                                                                        

AM: Jane’s, the defence analysts, say that you’re deploying 

Iskander short range ballistic missiles, belonging to the missile 

brigade, that there’s an enormous amount of high value and 

aggressive manoeuvring going on right on the border. I suppose 

the question is, why so much now? It’s about a tenth of Russia’s 

entire forces on the border with Ukraine or in the Crimea.  A huge 

amount.  

AK: The Minister of Defence has said that these are exercises and 

this is  not forever and after two weeks it will be other exercises 

I’m sure in the other region, but our country is very big and we 

know, we have to know how to operate it from east to west and 

how to move troops around. And it depends of course on general 

staff which troops are supposed to be moved and how and why. 

We are doing it on our territory and  we do not need anyone to 

ask or to say how and why we are doing it. 



ANDREI KELIN, RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR  

 

AM: It just sounds and looks quite aggressive and ominous. The 

Deputy Head of your Presidential administration says this: ‘The 

start of military action would be the beginning of the end of 

Ukraine.’ Doesn’t that build up a picture of either intimidation or 

full scale aggression coming? 

A: We have – and our of Minister of Foreign Affairs and also 

spokesman by the President has repeatedly said and I can confirm 

it that we have no intention at all to be aggressive or we do not 

threat to any country including the Ukraine. We are fully 

committed to an ideal of the Minsk Agreement and it should be 

reached only by in a negotiated way. 

 

AM: So why that ominous, menacing phrase, ‘the beginning of the 

end of Ukraine?’ 

A: Probably it has been mentioned in certain contexts. I haven’t 

seen the context, but I can imagine that if Ukrainian forces, or 

Ukrainian government will decide to move troops in Donbas and to 

make a blood bath over there to kill people, to kill Russians of 

course we are going to respond.  

 

AM: Do  you think we are quite close to war on this border? 

 

A: I don’t think so. No, I don’t think so.  

 

AM: President Biden has suggested that he should have a summit, 

he should meet directly with President Vladimir Putin. What’s the 

response of the Russian government to that? 

 

 

A: Ah. A summit is always a good thing but it should be a 

benchmark of the achievements. At the moment we should make 

a certain analysis on the steps that administration has taken on 

what they are proclaiming that they would like a good relationship, 

on the other hand it’s just saying that imposing sanctions ...  
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There is no decision about the summit on our side. We will be 

analysing the situation, waiting for what’s going to happen and at 

some point in time I can imagine that it might take place. But it 

should be – this should be a result of summit because certain 

conversations between President Trump and  Putin took place but 

they did not bring results of it. Did not brought any improvement 

in the relationship. 

 

AM: Why isn’t Alexei Navalny, now a prisoner in Russia, allowed to 

see his own doctor? 

A: Navalny has been treated in the hospital which lies not so far 

from the place where he is serving his sentence, and as I 

understand he does not complain anymore about this place, but it 

depends of course, this is not a hospital. 

 

AM: I think he does complain and his personal doctor was 

rebuffed when she tried to see him. 

A: But how about British prisoner? Do British prisoners request a 

personal doctor? 

AM: I’m talking about the Russian situation. Article 99.7 of the 

Russian Penal Code says that ‘inmates can use their own funds to 

pay for additional medical, prophylactic and other services 

provided at their choosing in accordance with the rules of internal 

procedure of correctional facilities.’ This is your own penal code 

and Russia is still not allowing Navalny to see his doctor.  

A: There’s good – well, I really do not have any recent information 

about his personal doctor, but I can imagine that in the places of 

prison let it be Russian or American or whatever it is but we have 

several prisoners in the US and never a personal doctor has been 

allowed to see him. There are certain rules in every prison. I do 

believe also here and in Russia that are for seeing the medical 

treatment. He has got necessary medical treatment and believe 

me we will take care of his medical treatment. 
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AM: Well let me read to you what his associates say his condition 

is now. This is very recent. He says: “he  now feels numbness, not 

only in both legs but also in his left hand, along with pain in his 

back and muscular impairment.’ They say, ‘he is suffering from 

multiple hernias and protrusions in the spine and a fever and 

heavy cough.’ Is the Russian government prepared to let him die 

in prison? 

A: No, of course he will not be allowed to die in prison, but I can 

say that Mr Navalny he behaves like a hooligan absolutely in trying 

to violate every rule that has been established. His purpose 

through all of that is to attract attention for him. Also by saying 

that today his left hand is sick, tomorrow his leg is sick and all of 

that stuff, so journalists ...  

 

AM: You don’t believe him, but he also says that when he tries to 

sleep he’s woken up every hour by prison staff and that would 

constitute torture. 

A: Er, he was visited by the Civil Society Organisation that is 

looking after the prisons and we have such an organisation, a very 

important one and they established that nothing is happening over 

there. He is sleeping by the way in a – in a  - in a building where 

other many people are living and no one is complaining that 

someone is visiting them and making light up. But I am not a 

specialist. All of this is based on the rumours and  then we ....  

 

AM: Well, it’s based on what his people say. Because no one else 

is allowed to go in we’ve got nothing else to go on. The European 

Court of Human Rights has ruled that the charges against him are 

– for money laundering are they say arbitrary and unfair. Isn’t the 

truth that he is in prison because he’s a threat to President Putin 

for democratic reasons? 

A: No, not at all. He has violated his terms of parole and that is 

why he has given a sentence and I have to say that Julian 

Assange here in Britain was arrested by British police because he 

has also violated terms of parole. 
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AM: You say that you don’t want Alexei Nalvany to die in prison. 

He is quite clearly very ill. Will you release him? 

A: I think that he will be released two things. If he will behave 

normally he will have a chance to be released earlier as in 

everybody. If he course continued to violate every rule then he 

will had to .. to serve his sentence? 

AM: (talking over) What does normally mean, Ambassador? What 

does normally mean, if he behaves normally he’ll be allowed to be 

released? 

A: No, I am not going into this situation. I am not – the courts, 

judges and those. There is a legal system of course and it’s not up 

to the Russian Ambassador in the UK to decide what is supposed 

to be normally. This is what only I have well I could say 

information from different sources. 

 

AM: Mr Ambassador, thank you very much indeed for talking to us 

today. 

A: Thank you very much for your good questions.  

 

 

Ends  


