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AM: Now my first guest this morning is Labour’s Shadow Cabinet 

Officer Minister, Rachel Reeves.  You’ve been making hay with the 

Greensill affair in the House of Commons. You lost a vote of 

course, the Labour Party, on this. I’ve been trying to count them 

up, I think there are at least six inquiries in this going on now. 

What more do  you really want? 

RR: Well, thank you for having me on, Andrew. Look, what we’ve 

seen this week is that Tory sleaze is back and that it’s bigger than 

ever. And we need real change to restore trust in our democracy 

and in the very essence of public service which matters to so 

many of us and matters to people in our country. What we want 

to see, we wanted this week and that’s why we had a vote on it, 

to have a proper inquiry. Not chaired by one of Boris Johnson’s 

friends, a very close friend of the Conservative Party is Nigel 

Boardman who’s doing the review, but a proper independent 

inquiry that has teeth and has the chance to make 

recommendations on how to clean this up. ‘Cause this isn’t just 

about Greensill. Greensill is the tip of the iceberg. There’s a two 

billion pounds of contracts that have gone to friends and donors of 

the Conservative Party, this whole growing feeling that there’s one 

rule for those at the top and another for everybody else that we 

need to root out of our politics. 

 

AM: So there are rules at the moment, there’s an advisory 

committee called ACOBA which looks at ministers – ACOBA – looks 

at ministers and business connections. Is it at least essential that 

everybody abides by that? 
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RR: Yes, absolutely, but there are other things that are needed as 

well. So Sir Alex Allan resigned last November as the Independent 

Advisor on Ministerial Interests. For five months we haven’t had 

anyone in that crucial role. Sir Jonathan Evans who is the 

Chairman of the Commission on Standards on Public Life said 

yesterday that whoever takes on that role, and we hope they’re 

going to be announced this week, should have the power to 

instigate inquiries. At the moment you have to have the get go of 

the Prime Minister to even be able to start an inquiry which is why 

we never had an inquiry into Robert Jenrick’s relationship with 

Richard Desmond and the planning application that he put 

through.  So  it needs to be replaced and it’s to have proper 

powers and independence. 

 

AM: Okay, lots of things to talk about. Let’s stick if we may, with 

the Advisory Committee on Ministerial Business Appointments, 

ACOBA. You said it was essential that people abided by that. Can I 

ask you therefore about Carwyn Jones, the former First Minister of 

Wales, Labour former First Minister of Wales. He took a job with 

Liberty Steel’s parent company. Now Liberty Steel is completely 

connected to the Greensill affair. He was told by ACOBA he could 

not take that job and yet he did. What’s your response? 

RR: Well his role at Liberty was particularly around energy issues 

and steel issues and had no connection to what was going on at 

Greensill. The Greensill stuff only came out later. They were 

funding Liberty, that’s not who Carwyn Jones was working for. 

And we’re here today because of sleaze at the heart of 

government because of David Cameron’s lobbying for private 

interest. Because he stood to gain tens of millions of pounds 

through his lobbying if he had have succeeded. 

 

AM: So you say the Carwyn Jones thing doesn’t matter, or 

whatever. ACOBA wrote to Mr Jones in these terms, and this is a 

direct quote: “The Committee considers that joining the GFG 

Alliance,” which is the body concerned, Global Advisory Board, 
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“whilst you are subject to the government’s business appointment 

rules is contrary to its advice. You are in breach of the 

government’s business appointment rules” -  and he ignored them. 

Why do you think he ignored them? 

RR: Well look that’s something for you to ask Carwyn Jones. I 

can’t answer that question. But we are here today because of 

sleaze engulfing the government at the heart of what is going on 

in government. Look, I would like -  I would like Sir Eric Pickles 

and the Advisory Committee on Business Appointments to have 

more powers. 

AM: To go after Carwyn Jones. Go after perhaps Mark Drayford 

who agreed that he didn’t have to  - that he could ignore these 

rules. 

RR: Well look, I think there are different rules in place in Wales 

compared with the government in the United Kingdom and 

Carwyn Jones had any relationship at all with Greensill and he was 

not lobbying government ministers. I think this is the crucial point 

Andrew, this is the crucial point here –  

AM: The only thing I’m picking up, Rachel here is your friends – 

RR: - that he wasn’t lobbying – he wasn’t lobbying  for commercial 

interests of Welsh Ministers or of British government Ministers. 

That is very different from what we’ve seen from David Cameron 

who was directly lobbying the Chancellor of the Exchequer.  He 

sat ten meetings for David Cameron and Greensill with 

government officials. Or the private drink that he had with Matt 

Hancock and then went on to get the contract to pay NHS workers 

early.  It was a contract that didn’t even go out to tender, so this 

is about commercial lobbying. Not about just what roles you take 

up, about how you use those roles to further your own interests. 

AM: Listen, I’m not suggesting that this isn’t really serious, it 

plainly is. What I am suggesting is when you say it’s Tory sleaze, 

that’s not quite fair. Labour is at it too, with the example I’ve just 

given you and people can remember back to the Blair years and 

Steve Byers saying he was a cab for hire and all of that. Both 

parties have been involved in this. There is a problem in the 
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system that involves you both and it starts with a Labour politician 

saying, d’you know what, it has been us too and we’re really sorry 

and the whole system needs to change. 

RR: Look Andrew, I don’t want any stone to go unturned in these 

investigations, but let’s be clear. Standards have fallen so far  in 

the last eleven years under this Conservative government. Tory 

sleaze is back. It is bigger than ever and we are seeing the 

erosion of trust in our politics because of the behaviour by a few 

at the top of the Conservative Party. And you know with lobbying 

– no, let me just this Andrew – With lobbying it takes two to 

tango.  

AM: Sure. 

RR: For every person doing the lobbying there is someone in 

power today who is willing to take those calls, to have those 

drinks, to push that boundaries and that is what is happening in 

this government. 

 

AM: To be fair to the Chancellor in this occasion, no money 

followed. They didn’t do what David Cameron wanted them to do. 

RR: Let’s be clear about what Rishi Sunak didn’t and I look 

forward to Rishi Sunak giving evidence in public to these 

committees. Rishi Sunak set up a series of ten meetings for 

Greensill with Treasury officials.  Where were the meetings for the 

three million people who were excluded  from financial support 

from this government? They didn’t get those meetings. Why didn’t 

they get those meetings? Because they didn’t have the telephone 

number and the WhatsApp details of the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer. David Cameron did. He pushed the Chancellor and the 

Health Secretary to do special favours for them and they rolled 

over and went with it. 

 

AM: You have proposed a new lobbing register and you say you 

are quite relaxed about the trade  unions being involved in that 

register because of their influence on the Labour Party. Is that 

now Labour policy? 
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RR: Well, look. This is about commercial lobbying in private 

interests. Let’s look at what the trade unions have done this year. 

They have pushed the government to put in support for the 

furlough.  

AM: But you want them on the lobbying register, don’t you? 

RR: What the trade unions have done this year is push for proper 

support for furloughed workers. They’re pushing now for a pay 

rise for NHS workers. Already  -  

AM: But you want them on the lobbying register.  

RR: Already trade unions had to sign up to a tougher set of 

restrictions than commercial lobbyists.  That is absolutely crazy. 

 

AM: None of which is relevant to my question which is do you 

want them on the lobbying register, yes or no? If the answer is 

yes, which is the answer you gave me before, is that Labour 

policy? 

RR: What I have said is that it is important that no stone goes 

unturned, but the trade unions are a force for good in this country 

and in the last year they have been pushing for the rights of 

working people and they are essential for a healthy democracy. 

What is not essential for a healthy democracy is former prime 

ministers touting themselves around lobbying serving ministers 

today to secure tens of  millions of pounds. Trade unions are a 

force for good in this country. 

 

AM: Thank you very much indeed. We will carry on overturning 

unturning stones. 

ENDS  


