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“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 3rd October 2006 

Repeat:  Sunday 8th October 2006 

 

Producer:  David Lewis 

Reporter:  Kate Clark 

Editor:   David Ross 

 
 

ACTUALITY OF CHILDREN RECITING JIHADI POEM 

 

CLARK: This is a school run by a charity in Pakistan, set up 

with the help of the UN children's agency, UNICEF, in the wake of the earthquake, which 

devastated this area of northern Pakistan almost a year ago.  The children, some as young 

as five or six, are singing about destroying those who refuse to convert to Islam.   

 

ACTUALITY OF CHILDREN SINGING 

 

CLARK: Tonight in File on 4, we reveal how international aid 

has managed to strengthen the position of charities accused of having links with violent 

jihadi groups.  And we investigate how one group has managed to get access to some of 

Pakistan's most vulnerable children - those orphaned by the earthquake. 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

 

ACTUALITY OF STONEMASONS 
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CLARK: Stone masons are still carving head stones for the 

dead of last year's earthquake.  Many survivors are only just managing to pay for proper 

graves for their relatives.  Seventy-nine thousand people were killed in northern Pakistan.  

The earth convulsed and the mountains shuddered.  Here in Balakot, near the epicentre, in 

the space of a minute, every building in the town except one was destroyed.  Many people 

told us they thought it was Doomsday.  At the high school, where classes go on in 

temporary classrooms, one hundred and fifty children died.  One of the teachers is  

Varis Mahmoud. 

 

MAHMOUD: When the earthquake happened, I was in my class.  I 

was teaching the students.  Then suddenly the roof, it fell on us and I and my students, we 

were buried, and four students inside the classroom, they died here on the spot.  I thought 

that this is the end of the world. 

  

ACTUALITY AT BALAKOT HIGH SCHOOL 

 

CLARK: Here, near the entrance to the school, there are 

several grassy mounds planted with roses and other shrubs - the mass graves of dozens of 

children. 

 

MAHMOUD: The people were running here and there, and there 

are mothers who came to school to save their children, and they were also crying for their 

children, and the children were in the school and they were injured and they were also 

crying.  I remained here all day, for the whole day.   

 

CLARK: And how many children did you save?  

 

MAHMOUD: It is not, I think, something to count, because it was 

my first priority and it was my job to do something for the children.  It was getting dark 

when I went to my home, and even at my home, my two sisters they died at that time, and 

many of my family members, they were under the roofs at that time also. 

 

ACTUALITY OF WATER FLOWING  
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CLARK: Balakot is built on a crossing of the Kunar River.  

Surrounded by soaring, wooded mountains, it used to be a tourist town.  But the 

earthquake suddenly left it cut off from the world.  All the roads had been wiped away.  

One rescuer who managed to hike in the following day was Naseem Malik, from Mercy 

Corps International.  He says he still lives with some of the scenes he saw. 

 

MALIK: We saw everything down except just one building in 

the entire city.  I saw people on the road, corpses were just lying over there, and I saw 

people carrying their casualties, the elderly people, on one-wheel barrows.  I saw a very 

young girl, she must be about fourteen or fifteen and she was just crying and shouting that, 

‘My family is inside, they are all buried,’ and she was apparently in her school uniform, 

like she must have survived from the school and when she came back home there was 

nothing for her.  She could not see a single person alive.  She was just out of her mind.   

 

CLARK: It was days before the Pakistani military and many 

of the major relief agencies got to the area.  Ordinary Pakistanis, NGOs and religious 

groups were also volunteering, donating huge sums of money and even trying to come in 

person to help.  But survivors told us other rescuers were first on the scene.  

 

ACTUALITY OF MAN SHOUTING 

 

CLARK: This is a region of frontlines - political as well as 

geophysical.  The earthquake struck parts of North West Frontier Province and the 

disputed region of Kashmir, which straddles Pakistan and India.  From this side, militants 

infiltrate into Indian-controlled Kashmir to fight what they believe is a jihad.  Local 

journalists and foreign intelligence agencies say there are training camps in this region, 

something which the government of Pakistan denies.  But after the earthquake, locals said 

it was the jihadis who were closest at hand.  Naseem Malik was an eyewitness. 

 

MALIK: These Jihadis had their training camps over there.  

Since they were there in the area was not accessible to any means unless helicopters, and 

they could reach them before anybody could reach over there, so they had an ample time 

to give emergency relief.   
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CLARK: Did they do a good job? 

 

MALIK:  While somebody is under the debris, you pull them out.  

Whether he’s Jihadi or he’s anybody, people of course are going to help, so people helped.  

And people were saying if these people were not there, there must have been more casualties, 

because there was no outside aid available to them through lack of resources.   

 

CLARK: Two charities accused of having links with Jihadi 

organisations were among those to set up relief camps following the earthquake.  Al-

Rashid Trust is a Karachi based charity which was proscribed by the UN Security Council 

in 2001, accused of being a conduit of al-Qaeda funding. It was also put on Pakistan's own 

terrorism watch list.  Jamaat ud-Dawa isn’t banned, but it’s accused of having links with 

the militant group, Lashkar-e Taiba, which is outlawed by the UN and Pakistan.  It's 

accused of attacks on civilians in Indian-administered Kashmir and eastern Afghanistan.  

Jamaat ud-Dawa denies these links, but Larry Robinson, who until a year ago was a 

political counsellor at the US Embassy, says both need watching. 

 

ROBINSON: The Al-Rashid Trust was identified very early on 

after 9/11 as a major financial supporter of terrorist organisations, including Al-Qaeda.  It 

was officially banned and shut down, and yet it has continued to operate and it remains 

one of the larger charitable organisations in Pakistan.  More recently the United States has 

put Jamaat ud-Dawa on the same list, although the United Nations has not yet done so.  

These are both quite substantial organisations that do a large amount of very legitimate 

charitable and disaster relief work. 

 

CLARK: But at the same time you are convinced that they are 

involved in activities which are not humanitarian? 

 

ROBINSON: I haven’t been watching Al-Rashid Trust all that 

closely since it went on the UN list.  I was involved in the process of putting it on that list 

when I was working at the State Department.  I have been watching Jamaat ud-Dawa very 

closely for a number of years, and yes, there is no question in my mind that Jamaat ud-

Dawa has a relationship to Lashkar-e Taiba, very similar to that of Sinn Fein to the IRA.  

It is a cover organisation, it’s somewhat deniable it does good works, but it also provides 

direct support, through recruitment and financing to the armed insurgent group. 
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CLARK: Jamaat ud-Dawa workers we've met have spoken 

convincingly about the faith that inspires them to work for the poor and the vulnerable.  

Many dropped everything to work voluntarily in the earthquake zone.  At the same time, 

Jamaat ud-Dawa's publications reveal a different face - praise for violent jihad and 

venomous attacks on Jews, NGOs and the western powers. In last month's edition of 

Majalaat-ud-Dawa, an article describes the Indian soldiers as dogs and filthy animals and 

says the mujahadin love slitting their throats. 

  

READER IN STUDIO: Butchering Hindus is their favourite hobby. Very 

soon, they will butcher every Hindu and Kashmir will be freed. The Hindus understand the 

language of knives and guns only. 

 

CLARK: In Ghazwa Weekly from August, an article praises 

the militant group, Lashkar-e Taiba. 

  

READER IN STUDIO: The mujahadin have a stock of hundreds of such 

bombs which are capable of doing great damage to the target.  The day is not far off when 

the mujahadin will be able to make nuclear bombs. 

 

ACTUALITY OF CHILDREN SINGING 

 

CLARK: I'm on the main road into the town of Mansehra.  It 

wasn't hit badly by the earthquake, so it became the headquarters for much of the aid effort 

in North West Frontier Province.  We're just down the road from many of the UN and 

NGO offices.  Next to me is the old Jamaat ud-Dawa relief camp, with its distinctive black 

and white flag - a sword above the testament of Islamic faith written in Arabic.  A large 

hoarding advertises the group in Urdu and English.  Jamaat ud-Dawa's presence is 

impossible to miss as you drive into the town.  This camp and others run by Jamaat ud-

Dawa and Al-Rashid Trust were given material aid by UN agencies. Why, I asked the 

humanitarian co-ordinator in Pakistan, Jan Vandemoortele, had the UN worked with these 

groups? 

 

VANDEMOORTELE: We actually never decided to work with those 

groups.  We took a humanitarian position.  We were aware that the groups were on the 

camps, but we did not exclude the people who were in camps that were run by some of 
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VANDEMOORTELE cont: those groups.  We intervened with the people who 

live in those camps, we provided them with assistance, but we never ever had any 

interaction with those groups.  We certainly never used them as financial intermediaries or 

as distribution intermediaries for them to distribute the food.  We made always sure that 

we were distributing the food in those camps. 

 

CLARK: You say that the humanitarian imperative was so 

urgent at the beginning that you worked with whoever you could.  As the months went by, 

did you start to question the cooperation that had been established on the ground between 

UN agencies and these Jihadi groups? 

 

VANDEMOORTELE: Of course, in the early days we just had to get the 

operations going.  Anybody was welcome to join in the efforts.  As we moved into the 

weeks that followed, we were alerted, we got concerned, we investigated.  Sometimes 

there was some evidence that there had been contacts earlier.  We stopped that.  But from a 

humanitarian perspective we always kept on interacting with the beneficiaries in any 

camps that were run by those agencies. 

 

CLARK: But our investigation has shown that, as the 

emergency phase gave way to relief, UN aid was still being delivered via these charities.  

That remained the case right up until the end of March, when the government said all 

camps should close so that the survivors could go home and start rebuilding their lives. 

  

ACTUALITY IN MANSEHRA 

 

CLARK: Trying to piece together what was happening on the 

ground last winter, I've come to speak to Jansib from Al-Rashid Trust - an organisation 

proscribed by the Security Council.  He's going to show me around their relief camp. 

 

JANSIB (VIA INTERPRETER): Soon after the earthquake, we established this site.  

You see that open fields there, that used to be the camp.  We established 73 tents for the 

affected population.  And in that spot we established a school which was supported by 

UNICEF, and in that part there used to be a playground for children. 
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CLARK:  This co-operation involved multiple agencies.  The 

UN Coordinator has told us that concerns were raised internally about working with Al-

Rashid and Jamaat ud-Dawa in December, but Jansib noticed no change on the ground.  

He enthusiastically lists the help they were given. 

 

JANSIB (VIA INTERPRETER): We received good co-operation from the 

international agencies, like the World Food Programme.  It supported the food-related 

requirements for the tents we established.  Similary UNHCR provided us with tents. A 

partner of UNICEF, they gave us facilities to establish a school, and in addition, two UN 

representatives used to come on a regular basis to discuss what problems we had and how 

much support they could provide. And these two representatives facilitated our discussions 

with various bodies who solved our transport problems soon after the earthquake.   

 

CLARK: When did the UN representatives stop coming? 

 

JANSIB (VIA INTERPRETER): After January they used to come on a daily basis. 

 

CLARK: When did that stop? 

 

JANSIB (VIA INTERPRETER): The Government announced that all the camps will 

be closed in March. So the UN hired those representatives for that period of time, so when 

the camps closed their contracts came to an end. But Al-Rashid ran its camps until June.  

In those additional three months, no one from the UN agencies came to us. 

 

CLARK: But it wasn't just Al-Rashid Trust that the UN was 

assisting.  Jamaat ud-Dawa had the same experience. 

Dr Abu Waqas is in charge of the Jamaat ud-Dawa field hospital, established in a series of 

containers here at the Mansehra relief camp.  There are no earthquake survivors living here 

any more, but the camp still provides basic services to the local population. 

 

ACTUALITY AT CAMP 

 

WAQAS: This is the operation centre, and I think we have 

done dozens of operations in this operating theatre. 
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CLARK: And as you can hear, it’s made of, it’s a metal 

container that’s been insulated.  There’s a couple of trolleys with utensils on, there’s a very 

very basic operating table. 

Dr Abu Waqas says they couldn't have set up the camp without the UN's help. 

 

WAQAS: They gave us money, four months teachers’ pay, 

more than 13,000 monthly they gave us. 

 

CLARK: Where did you get your tents from? 

 

WAQAS: From UNHCR, I think.  They gave us more than one 

hundred tents. 

 

CLARK: The cooperation at the beginning was very good.  

Did it stay very good? 

 

WAQAS: They helped us until the last day of our camp.  They 

provided goods, transportation, food, tents, everything we need. 

 

CLARK: And when was the last day?  When did the camp 

close? 

 

WAQAS: Two months ago ….  They came to us and they gave 

us many things. 

 

CLARK: Could you have set up this camp without the 

international help? 

 

WAQAS: I don’t think, I don’t think, because they have 

experience, the details.  This was a blessing that they was with us.  Without their 

experience I think we’d have problems.    

 

CLARK: File on 4 has seen paperwork confirming much of 

this aid flow.  Again, we asked the UN Humanitarian co-ordinator, Jan Vandemoortele, 

why the UN had continued to work with Jamaat ud-Dawa and Al-Rashid Trust.  
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CLARK cont: We spoke to Jamaat ud-Dawa.  They talked about 

having received salaries from UNICEF for teachers, they talked about getting tents from 

UNHCR.  There was a web of support going through to those groups. 

 

VANDEMOORTELE: I would believe that they are taking a bit too much 

of credit in the relief effort.  It might have happened that in the early phases and the names 

change, we are never sure which group that was, that some relief was passed to them.  But 

it’s certainly not to the extent that you have just described. 

 

CLARK: Because from talking to the groups themselves, it 

sounds like the disengagement occurred when the camps closed.  For example, Jamaat ud-

Dawa was still receiving teachers’ salaries and support for their education through 

February and March. 

 

VANDEMOORTELE: Yeah okay, it could be because it’s not something 

you look at, you immediately see the difference between A and B.  I can’t confirm that.  

But it took up to the middle of December for us to become fully aware of the extent of the 

problem. 

 

CLARK: We spoke to someone from the Al-Rashid Trust in 

Mansehra, and he said there were two UN representatives who came to the camp every 

day to see what help they needed. 

 

VANDEMOORTELE: Indeed, but we intervened with the people who lived 

in those camps.  We looked at water, sanitation, food, education, health, but with the 

people.  We never ever had any interaction with those groups.  We certainly never used 

them as financial intermediaries or as distribution intermediaries for them to distribute the 

food.  We made always sure that we were distributing the food in those camps. 

 

CLARK: International donors have put billions of dollars into 

the relief and reconstruction, but it was the Pakistani military that President General 

Musharraf put in charge of the aid effort.  Many observers said the cooperation between 

the army and Al-Rashid Trust and Jamaat ud-Dawa was particularly good. The Pakistani 

Minister of Interior, Aftab M'd Sherpao, denies there was any special relationship.  He said 

they were working with everyone and anyone to save lives. 
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SHERPAO: We do not want these organisations to indulge in 

any other activity except the humanitarian aspect, and that is the limit and that is the 

bottom line, and I think if they indulge in any other activity, I definitely will take action. 

 

CLARK: But Pakistan is a member of the United Nations.  If 

an organisation is on a banned list it should surely have legitimacy here. 

 

SHERPAO: In the case of Al-Rashid Trust, they went to the 

court over here and the case is in the court, so we can’t take action because we’ve been 

stopped by the courts.  And in the case of Jamaat ud-Dawa, unless the UN imposes 

sanctions on them, we can’t take any action.  And once that is done, definitely we are 

going to abide by the sanctions which the UN imposes on Jamaat ud-Dawa. 

 

CLARK: A year on from the earthquake, all of this matters 

more than ever.  Before, Al-Rashid Trust and Jammat ud-Dawa did not have a large 

presence in this region.  They and the militant group, Lashkar-e Taiba, are from the ultra-

conservative Salafi school of Islam which is the state religion of Saudi Arabia.  Salafis, 

who are also known as Wahabis, have benefited from Saudi patronage, but in Pakistan 

they are still a tiny sect.  Their relief efforts though have given them a huge boost, says 

Samina Ahmad, the regional director of the International Crisis Group, a research 

organisation which seeks to prevent conflict in the world. 

 

AHMAD: It had these Jihadi groups, and what’s most 

interesting is that in some of these areas, you know, they weren’t there.  Their only 

presence had been in the Jihadi form.  Like, for example, Azad Jammu in Kashmir.  You 

know, most of the people in Azad Jammu in Kashmir are moderate Muslims.  They don’t 

support the Jihadi cause.  The Jihadi networks there were mainly outsiders, not Kashmiris.  

A lot of us hadn’t, the Jihadis are the good guys, they’re not just asking people to come 

and join them to kill other people.  They’re helping them out, they’re rescuing them, 

they’re saving their lives.  It’s true of the North West Frontier Provinces, some of these 

districts.  They could now make in-roads, they could project a different image of 

themselves.  Then all of a sudden, in all this praise for the Jihadis doing humanitarian 

work, good work, people forgot who the Jihadis are and what these organisations are all 

about.  For them to establish their base in communities that would otherwise not be 
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AHMAD cont: sympathetic to the notion of radical Islam, the 

danger was there from the start, that they had been given an opportunity of doing so. 

 

ACTUALITY OF MOSQUE CONSTRUCTION 

 

CLARK: I've come to Battagram, a town further up the main 

Indus River Valley.  What you can hear is a Salafi mosque being rebuilt.  The old one was 

destroyed, not by the earthquake, but when it was attacked by followers of a rival Sunni 

group, which actually forms the majority religious community here.  

 

SALFI (VIA INTERPRETER): In the past, false rumours were spread against us, 

that whoever came to our mosque in …., we would change their religion, that we were bad 

people.  But after the earthquake they saw the services we had selflessly rendered and it 

caused a big change in people’s attitude towards us. 

 

CLARK: I've been drinking tea in a tent on what will later 

form the roof of the mosque with the district amir or leader of Jamaat ud-Dawa, Yusef 

Salfi.  Like all the Jamaat ud-Dawa leaders we spoke to, he was keen to stress that their 

education was not controversial and wouldn't be used to promote violent jihad. 

 

ACTUALITY OF SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

 

CLARK: An older boy, a ten year old, gives military style 

orders to come to attention and then stand at ease.  We're getting a glimpse of Jamaat ud-

Dawa education at this primary school, which was established at the Mansehra relief camp 

with UNICEF help.  It's now mainly educating local children.  They're lined up in the 

sunshine for morning assembly, listening to a song in praise of the Prophet Mohammed.   

It all looks pretty normal.  Children get a broad-based education, the head teacher has 

assured us.  They might become engineers or doctors.  Then the children start singing 

another song, which hints at a more troubling ethos. 

 

ACTUALITY OF CHILDREN SINGING 
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CLARK: “We are soldiers of Islam,” sing the older boys,  

“We'll spread the light of knowledge and change the destiny of the world.” Then comes 

the chorus – “God is Great” - the youngest pupils are so tiny, they fidget with their clothes, 

concentrating hard.  “Those who deny our faith,” the older boys sing, “invite them to 

convert.  Then if they refuse, destroy them utterly.”  This is a song celebrating violent 

jihad.  At another Jamaat ud-Dawa camp school, where children are still being taught in 

tents, we were taken into the staff room which is housed in a container.  There we found a 

text book, aimed at children around the age of ten.  There's no evidence that any teaching 

was done from this book, but much of it is given over to promoting the idea of jihad.  

Anyone martyred in such a war, promises the writer, will be forgiven his sins, freed from 

the terror of the day of judgement and able to recommend seventy close relatives to 

heaven.  

 

READER IN STUDIO: As students, we can't physically be in a Jihad, but 

we have to stay conscious to prepare for it.  We should get as much training as possible.  

We can look after the relatives of Jihadis, give them financial help.  Helping Jihadis is also 

Jihad.  

 

CLARK: Should groups which espouse ideas of violent jihad 

be allowed to teach children at all, let alone those traumatised by the earthquake?  

Samina Ahmad from the International Crisis Group thinks not. 

 

AHMAD: The indoctrination process has an impact.  If it’s a 

Jihadi … the child will start at a very young age that killing your enemy is acceptable, and 

it makes you a good Muslim.  And if you die in the Jihad, you go to heaven, you become a 

martyr.  It’s the concept of violence being put in an acceptable religious form that I think 

is so incredibly dangerous – as dangerous as the physical training of the use of guns.  It’s 

accepting the concept of a very distorted version of radical Islam. 

 

CLARK: But File on 4 has uncovered something even more 

worrying.  Senior local leaders of Jamaat ud-Dawa told us they were actively seeking out 

children left orphaned or fatherless by the earthquake as part of their humanitarian 

mission.  Yusef Salfi, from Battagram again.  
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SALFI (VIA INTERPRETER): We have only done a survey of children without 

fathers or without both parents. Until now we have registered two thousand pupils from 

Battagram, Kohistan and Allai districts.  So far we have managed to place four hundred 

children aged four to nine and have sent them to various … Jamaat ud-Dawa madrassahs 

and mosques and we are now making arrangements to open a big centre in Mansehra for 

the rest, the other sixteen hundred children. 

 

CLARK: And these are girls and boys that are being sent 

away? 

 

SALFI (VIA INTERPRETER): Out of the four hundred children sent to various 

madrassahs in other parts of the country, eighty are female children, the rest are boys. 

 

CLARK: And it wasn’t possible to keep them in the same 

area, where they could keep their links with their extended families? 

 

SALFI (VIA INTERPRETER): It wasn’t possible to make arrangements in their 

own villages because, for example, from one village there are five children, from another 

ten or fifteen or twenty.  And the parents, if the father isn’t there, the mother is there, but 

she is very poor and can’t afford these children anymore.  They have nothing to eat and 

they have requested us to take their children to give them a proper education. 

  

CLARK: According to Yusef Salfi children, some as young as 

four, have already been placed in schools as far away as Lahore and Karachi, cities 

hundreds of miles away.  It's difficult to imagine how much contact they'll be able to 

maintain with their destitute families still living locally.  Larry Robinson, the former 

political counsellor at the US Embassy, says that our evidence crystallises concerns he’s 

also had. 

 

ROBINSON: I’ve heard the same reports from numerous other 

sources, and so I have very little doubt that this is going on.  It’s one of these tricky 

situations.  On the one hand it is a legitimate charitable function to take orphans and 

fatherless children and provide them room, board and education, either through madrassah 

system or through their much larger dawa school system, and lots of other Islamist 

organisations are doing the same thing, not just Islam-IST in that sense, but Islam-IC.   
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ROBINSON cont: This is a very traditional thing in Islam.  So it can 

serve a perfectly legitimate function.  On the other hand, I remember seeing 

advertisements for the dawa school system that said, ‘Send your children to dawa schools.  

We will give them a good technical education and will also train them for Jihad.’  So the 

dawa school system has an avowed goal of producing Jihadi fighters. 

 

CLARK: Jamaat ud-Dawa to us were very keen to stress the 

technical side of the education they could give.  They talked about children emerging as 

doctors or engineers.  But you’re saying that at the same time there is this Jihadi path that 

children could be encouraged to follow? 

 

ROBINSON: That’s again taken from one of their own 

advertisements in Pakistan … so I’ll just take their word for it.  

 

CLARK: This was not supposed to happen.  Early on, the 

government promised to protect every single one of the eleven thousand children left 

orphaned or fatherless by the earthquake.  They would be looked after, only by their 

families or by the state.  Protecting vulnerable children was one of the main planks of the 

relief effort.  Schools were got up and running and child-friendly areas where children 

could play and get help were created as soon as possible - all to try to ease their pain and 

trauma.  But when we asked Jan Vandemoortele about Jamaat ud-dawa's orphan 

programme, he said he was not aware of it. 

There’s been a very strong policy, both from the Pakistani government and from the 

international aid agencies that children should not be taken away.  But we’ve got evidence 

that two thousand orphans who’ve been identified and four hundred between the age of 

four and nine have already been taken out of the area.  What’s your reaction to that? 

 

VANDEMOORTELE: Surprised.  That’s the first time I hear that.  We will 

have to investigate whether there is any truth in it.  I have never been reported that this was 

the case, that children have been taken or orphans have been taken out of the area and have 

been reported in madrassas elsewhere. 

 

CLARK: Would you say that that goes against government 

policy, UN policy? 
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VANDEMOORTELE: Of course, this goes very much against the policy.  

The policy was a good one.  We all supported it.  But of course that was only the first step, 

deciding that the children cannot be taken out does not necessarily resolve all the needs 

that those children have, and that’s why, from day one, we have put up a protection group.  

That protection group still exists, the government has continued to maintain that group in 

the relief and the construction phase, and I will certainly pick it up and see whether there is 

any credibility in that story that you just shared with me. 

 

CLARK: Madrassas are a normal fact of life in Pakistan.  

Most give an uncontroversial basic religious education, enough to set poor boys up in life 

as village mullahs.  However, some have also been used to inculcate jihadi ideas into 

children.  That happened during the 1980s when US Cold War dollars and Pakistani state 

patronage funded the jihadi education of Afghan boys, who were encouraged to fight the 

Soviet occupation of their country.  Later, those same madrassas were used to recruit 

Afghan war orphans to the Taliban.  Other madrassas have been linked with the Kashmir 

front. But whether it’s the wider political considerations or the issue of child welfare, 

Jamaat ud-Dawa's orphan programme is highly controversial.  

 

ACTUALITY OF CHILDREN RECITING KORAN 

 

CLARK: We've found five or six orphans being taught and 

looked after at this mosque/madrassa complex.  We've also uncovered the story of one 

family, who say their son was radicalised here and sent for military training by Jamaat ud-

Dawa officials.  Because of fears for their safety, the family did not want to identify either 

themselves or the mosque where they said the indoctrination took place. 

  

FATHER (VIA INTERPRETER): He was a normal boy before going to the camp and 

he used to be such a good member of the family. But after spending a month over there, 

he's more loyal to Jamaat-ud-Dawa than us. 

 

CLARK: This family's problems began a year before the 

earthquake, when their thirteen year old son ran away from home.  After pressing the 

mosque his son attended, his father managed to find his son at a training camp in Kashmir 

and bring him home.  The boy told him he'd been in a class with other boys, aged between 

fifteen and twenty. 
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FATHER (VIA INTERPRETER): Small arms, including local-made missiles.  This 

was the focus of their training, their military training.  But he was also further brainwashed 

through sermons, Jihad-motivated sermons.  The only thought in his mind was, I want to 

do Jihad in the way of Allah. 

 

CLARK: And your son, did he want to be martyred or did he 

want to fight? 

 

FATHER (VIA INTERPRETER): He just wanted to be martyred.  He often started 

saying that, in Indian Kashmir, our Muslim sisters and mothers are under attack.  Hindu 

people, very often they are cutting their breasts and raping them.  And why shouldn’t we 

take our revenge? 

 

CLARK: The earthquake, when it came, again overturned 

their lives.  Shortly after Jamaat-ud-Dawa set up a relief camp in the neighbouring town, 

the boy went to volunteer.  His father said that within minutes he was taken to the group's 

headquarters in Lahore and again to Kashmir.  This time, a local politician helped get the 

boy back.  On some days, the father told us, he actually locks his son up because he fears 

he will run away again. 

 

FATHER (VIA INTERPRETER): Nowadays my son is at home and I am constantly 

trying to change his mind. I have given him some responsibilities.  I have a shop and I 

have put him in charge so he can be kept busy the entire day.  But whenever I leave the 

town, he just closes the shop and goes home and sits in the room and listens to the poems 

and speeches of the Jamaat-ud-Dawa elders and other CDs containing information about 

the Jihad.  He very much enjoys these things. Twice I have broken those CDs and I have 

burned forty or fifty of their publications, leaflets and booklets.  People might think that 

they are good people but they are unaware of this situation. 

  

CLARK: This father's story reminded me of what a family in 

Britain might suffer if their child joined a sect. The same dismay, incomprehension at the 

change of character, the same gnawing anxiety for the future. We travelled to Jamaat ud-

Dawa's headquarters in the city of Lahore and spoke to their national spokesman, Abdullah 

Montazzer.  I started by asking him about this boy’s story. 
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MONTAZZER: Maybe he was misunderstanding that his son was 

going back home.  Jamaat ud-Dawa has no training camps. 

 

CLARK: So you completely deny that there are any children 

of thirteen, fourteen years old that you encourage? 

 

MONTAZZER: No, not at all. 

 

CLARK: If a young man came, wanted to fight, what would 

you do? 

 

MONTAZZER: We would send him back to his home. 

 

CLARK: One school we went to, we just saw the assembly.  

There were little kids and one of the songs they sang involved a verse about killing the 

infidels. 

 

MONTAZZER: No, I don’t believe it.  There was … infidels came 

during this relief process and no one was hurt there, and I don’t believe that these kids 

were singing such kind of songs. 

 

CLARK: Virtually everyone in Pakistan I’ve spoken to says 

Jamaat ud-Dawa, Lashkar-e Taiba, it’s the same thing or it’s a front for the Lashkar-e 

Taiba. 

 

MONTAZZER: Unfortunately people say this, but the record is not 

like that.  We are not at all a militant organisation and we have no links with Lashkar at 

all. 

 

CLARK: Jamaat ud-Dawa was put on the State Department's 

list of terrorist organisations earlier this year, partly because of pressure from the 

Islamabad embassy after concerns about the group’s role in the aid effort.  Other than that, 

it remains a perfectly legitimate organisation. I asked the Pakistan Minister of Interior, 

Aftab M’d Sherpao, whether it wasn’t now time to act against Jamaat ud-Dawa in the light 

of the evidence we’ve uncovered. 
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SHERPAO: We get the proof that Jamaat ud-Dawa has been 

bringing them in for training, definitely this is something which we would want to take 

notice of. 

 

CLARK: But would you have problems with an organisation 

specifically looking for orphans? 

 

SHERPAO: What you have mentioned about Jamaat ud-Dawa, 

and I have not received this sort of a report, but if there is a report, we will definitely look 

into this and check the activities if this is happening. 

 

CLARK: It wouldn’t be what the government would want to 

be happening? 

 

SHERPAO: No, not in that sense. 

 

CLARK: Jamaat ud-Dawa says it’s a humanitarian group, but 

everyone we’ve spoken to in Pakistan says it’s really Lashkar-e Taiba. 

 

SHERPAO: We are watching their activities, and the day we feel 

that they have crossed that limit, that barrier, we cross out that organisation.  And you have 

to  look at it from this point of view, that if they were doing humanitarian work over there 

and you take action against them at that very moment, that would have had negative 

repercussions.  Here are people who are, you know, donating money, they hear people 

building houses for us, and here are the people who retrieved the bodies, and you are 

trying to stop them, putting a hurdle on them.  So this was a special … occasion.  We 

looked at the humanitarian aspect and that was the primary objective that day. 

 

CLARK: And that's the dilemma now for the Pakistan 

government if it wants to move against Jamaat ud-Dawa and al-Rashid Trust.   Both 

groups have become more popular on the ground, more established, precisely because 

they've been so effective in delivering aid.  They've managed to take the high ground.  It'll 

be even more difficult to act against them in the future.   
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