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THE ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT WAS TYPED FROM A RECORDING AND NOT 

COPIED FROM AN ORIGINAL SCRIPT.  BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF MISHEARING 

AND THE DIFFICULTY IN SOME CASES OF IDENTIFYING INDIVIDUAL 

SPEAKERS, THE BBC CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS COMPLETE ACCURACY. 

 

“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 17
th

 January 2017 

Repeat:  Sunday 22
nd

 January 2017 

 

Producer:  Paul Grant 

Reporter:  Jane Deith 

Editor:  Gail Champion 

 

MUSIC 

 

DEITH: Sometimes on File on 4, people come to us with a story 

they say we really need to look into. A contact has sent us an email with a tip off: 

 

WHISTLE BLOWER: I want you to investigate immigration advisors who are 

helping arrange fake lives for people, so that their family can qualify for visas to come here to 

the UK.  I have insider information.  Let me know if you’re interested.   

 

DEITH: We were interested.  We wrote back: 

Why do you want us to know this?  [SOUND OF EMAIL BEING SENT] 

 

WHISTLE BLOWER: It’s wrong.  What these immigration firms are doing is 

illegal. 

 

DEITH: Over the next few weeks, we followed up on that 

insider information from our contact.  By going undercover, we’ve opened the door on a 

multi-million pound business in fraudulent visa applications.  I’ve investigated illegal 

immigration before, but that was people being smuggled in, hiding in the boots of cars. This 
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DEITH cont: time we’ve caught high street firms offering to get 

people into the UK on the back of fake paperwork. 

 

COURAGE: This is a complex scam.  People we are coming across 

in our investigations, they would often be people coming from a professional background, 

whether it be in law or accounting, so they’re certainly white collar criminals, and the profits 

in it are quite staggering.  We would see this as a multi-million euro enterprise. 

 

MUSIC 

 

ACTUALITY AT TRAIN STATION 

 

DEITH: The first question is, if this black market in visas does 

exist, who’s benefiting?  Now our contact says it’s non-EU nationals – 42,000 of them 

immigrated long term to the UK in the year to March 2016.  If you’re from outside the EEA 

(the European Economic Area) and want to live with your partner in the UK, you’ll need a 

spouse visa – or ‘family of a settled person’ visa.  But these have been harder to get in recent 

years. 

 

STATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

ANNOUNCER: Passengers intending to travel on this service, please 

join the train now. 

 

DEITH: I’m going to South Shields to meet one family for 

whom the hurdles are just too high. 

 

ACTUALITY AT PARK 

   

PAPAY: What are you going to play on first, Jayden?   Is it a 

spider web?  

 

JAYDEN: Yes. 
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AJ: [SINGS] Spider Man, Spider Man, does whatever a 

spider can. 

 

PAPAY: I’ll get on the slide with him, the swing with him, but 

in the house AJ is better at playing with cars. 

 

DEITH: Lian Papay’s family is caught in an immigration web. 

Lian was born and bred here, but the man she married, AJ, is from the States, from Indiana. 

Refused a spouse visa, he’s been threatened with deportation.  Let’s go home so Jayden can 

play in the warm and Lian can tell us more. 

 

ACTUALITY IN HOME, PLAYING GAME 

 

AJ: Noooo, he’s down.  Oh, look at the sky.   

 

PAPAY: Day in, day out, they’re like best friends basically.  

Yeah, I love it.  I love listening to them.  I’ll be sitting in there or making the tea or 

something and they are in here, wrestling, shouting, laughing and it’s nice to hear. 

 

DEITH: AJ’s temporary visa ran out not long after he and Lian 

met.  They said their vows in Indianapolis without any guests, because both their families live 

in England and they couldn’t afford to go.  AJ is only allowed to be in this country for a few 

months at a time, so married and family life has been severely interrupted.  

 

PAPAY: You know, we’re very old fashioned and traditional, 

you know.  We believe that if you meet someone, you have a child, you get married and you 

spend your life together, so yeah, we went over to Indianapolis and we got married there.  My 

mam scraped money together for me and got us all my outfit and helped us, you know, have 

bits of jewellery just to feel, you know, like a proper wedding day.  And it was just me, AJ 

and his friend, Brad. 

 

DEITH: So how many months have you in total spent apart 

from Lian and apart from Jayden? 
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AJ: I would say about a year altogether. 

 

PAPAY: Yeah, we’ve been apart twice.  So the first time was 

obviously when I was pregnant, so I was going to scans and things, you know, without AJ.  

And the second time was when Jayden was actually five months old, so then I had to look 

after him for six months on my own. 

 

AJ: From what Lian told me, it proper tore him up, because 

he was only young, he didn’t know what he was missing, but he knew he was missing 

something. 

 

DEITH: A couple of years before Lian and AJ fell in love, the 

Government introduced a minimum income someone must earn – £18,600 - before their non-

European partner is allowed to live here, so that the state doesn’t end up having to support 

them.  Claims this income threshold interferes with the right to family and private life have 

been argued over in the courts.  We’re waiting for the Supreme Court to rule.  But for now, 

the Home Office is judge and jury.   

 

PAPAY: They say that basically for me to be able to support AJ 

coming into this country, I would need to have £18,600 a year, but, you know, they don’t 

know our lifestyle, we’re quite humble people. 

 

DEITH: If you don’t mind me asking, what are your earnings? 

 

PAPAY: When I was full time initially, I was getting £17,500, 

but since having Jayden I cut my hours back.  The money that I get is enough, so I feel like 

the Government is wanting me to go out and maybe, you know, earn this £18,600 which, in 

this area, is quite a high amount.  It’s still like if you haven’t got that money, you can’t have 

your love, you can’t have your family and that just doesn’t seem right at all to me. 

 

DEITH: There might be a lot of people listening who would 

say, we should have criteria, you’ve got to have criteria, and if the Government makes an 

exception for Lian and AJ and Jayden, they’d have to make an exception for everybody. 
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PAPAY: Yeah, I understand why you’ve got to put rules in place 

for immigration, but at the same time, £18,600 threshold for your spouse to be able to come 

in, and that’s the same up and down the UK, bearing in mind in the North East the cost of 

living is different to in the south, I think it should be varied depending on where you live in 

the UK.  They could knock on the door at any time.  It’s like walking on eggshells, because 

they could turn up at any point and deport AJ from the country, so it’s really stressful having 

that over our heads. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DEITH: Lian and AJ are playing by the rules and losing. 

Because Lian doesn’t earn the crucial £18,600 a year, her husband can’t stay in this country. 

But where there are rules, you often find there’s a market in breaking them, and our whistle 

blower says this is where some immigration advisors have spotted an opportunity for a 

sophisticated fraud to get round the system.  She says she needs to be anonymous, so we’ve 

got someone else to voice her words.  

 

WHISTLE BLOWER: So, say you’re British, but your husband or wife can’t 

get a spouse visa for whatever reason – maybe you don’t earn enough or you don’t have a job 

– there are advisors and solicitors selling visa packages where they put in applications based 

on fake documents.  I know about it from a Pakistani point of view, because someone in my 

community is doing it.  

 

ACTUALITY IN OFFICE 

 

DEITH: But how do we know this really goes on?  We’ve got 

our researcher, Em, looking at what services immigration firms advertise – on their websites, 

on Facebook and so on.  And this morning we’re following up some leads. 

  

ACTUALITY OF PHONE CALL 

 

EM: Hi.  Can you help me?  I’m looking to bring my 

husband over from Pakistan.  What’s the best way to do this? 
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WOMAN: Hi, have you been in touch with …..? 

 

ACTUALITY OF SECOND PHONE CALL 

 

EM: I’m looking to get a spousal visa, but I don’t think I 

earn enough to meet the minimum requirement …. 

 

DEITH: Em is ringing the number on this ad from the classified 

website, Gumtree.  It says they can help clients who aren’t able to get status in the UK, and it 

claims to have a 99% success rate.  

 

EM: The man I spoke to was called Muhammed Asif.  I told 

him my name was Sameena and that I got married in Pakistan this summer.  I said I work as 

an agency carer doing shifts and I only earned about £11,000 or £12,000.  I asked what can I 

do.  He said, ‘Boost your income.’ 

 

DEITH: How? 

 

EM: He said using pay slips.  He said that he knows people 

that can get that sorted out for me and I didn’t have to do the work.  He said that I need to 

come and see him and that his office was in Ilford and then we could have a chat face to face. 

 

DEITH: I think we should go down to Ilford to find out what 

this advisor means by boosting your income.  We’ve found his website, called City Legal and 

Immigration Centre.  Top right, there’s a logo, which is for the Office of the Immigration 

Services Commissioner – that’s the industry regulator.  So the company’s approved by them. 

We’ve made an appointment with Mr Asif for Thursday. 

 

MUSIC 

 

ACTUALITY ON CAR PARK 
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DEITH: It’s Thursday.  Em, Paul, our producer and I are in 

Ilford.  We’re sitting in a multi-story car park overlooking Olympic House, which is where 

Muhammed Asif has his office. It’s a big red brick building just off the main drag near a 

builders caff.  Em’s about to go in.  She’s got a recording device in her bag. 

 

PAUL: Okay, so that’s recording. 

 

EM: In fact, what I’ll do, I’ll turn this off when I get closer, 

just in case he’s not there … Okay. 

 

ACTUALITY IN LIFT 

 

LIFT ANNOUNCEMENT: Going up.  Doors open. 

 

EM: Hi, it’s Sameena …  

 

ASIF: Tea or coffee? 

 

EM: No, no, I’m okay thank you.  My husband, yeah, got 

married over the summer and he’s from Pakistan.  So basically I don’t think I earn enough 

because I think, is it £18,000 that you need? 

 

ASIF: £600, yeah. 

 

EM: I don’t earn that.  Even if I do overtime shifts and 

things, I don’t earn that kind of money, so I’m a bit stuck right now. 

 

ASIF: Yeah, we can try to find something for you like, you 

know, where you can, you know, take just to top up your income.  You know you’ve got to 

pay all your taxes and NI contributions. 

 

DEITH: Hi Em.  Did it go all right? 
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EM: What he suggested to me is that I get a second job, but 

I don’t necessarily have to do the second job.  He suggested that if I was to hire him and his 

company’s services, that they would find me an employer and then what they would do is, I 

would need to pay that employer approximately £100 per payslip, plus any tax that’s owing, 

for about six months, then they can give me the payslips to show that I have been working, 

but I don’t actually have to do the job at all. 

 

DEITH: Mr Asif was happy to elaborate on how the pretend 

second job would work.   

 

ASIF: What we have to do is find an employer in your area, 

okay, so what you have to do, you have to pay money into his account before the pay date 

and they will take all the taxes and put money in your account from business account and 

issue you a pay slip. 

 

EM: But do I have to do the job?  I don’t have to do the job?  

I just put money in his account? 

 

DEITH: It’s not easy to hear him, but he is saying yes and 

nodding. 

 

EM: And then they’ll make up the paperwork and 

everything? 

 

ASIF: Yes. 

 

DEITH: He says yes again. 

 

EM: That option, you could make me the documents for a 

second job, do all of that stuff, no problem? 

 

ASIF:  Yeah, yeah, it will be very easy. 
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EM:  I don’t need to do the job, I don’t need to do anything, 

I just pay you?  Okay. 

 

ASIF: It’s not pay to me, it’s the company. 

 

DEITH: Did he give you an example of what this fake second 

job would be? 

 

EM: He didn’t mention which job, but he did say it’d be a 

very small job.  It wouldn’t be anything with any fancy titles or anything, it’d just be 

something to bump up my income.  

 

DEITH: Did you talk about money? 

 

EM: Yes.  So basically I asked him for costs because I said I 

wanted to go and speak to my parents. 

 

DEITH: Em asks him what she will have to pay. 

 

EM: How much are the pay slips that I have to pay for 

again, did you say? 

 

ASIF: It depends, you know, I can confirm you later on, it 

shouldn’t be much more than £600. 

 

EM:  Is that £600 for six? 

 

ASIF: Six or seven hundred. 

 

EM: £600 for …? 

 

ASIF: After six months, if you take our premium service, you 

will get a visa within two weeks. 
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EM: What would be your charges for that? 

 

ASIF: Oh, we charge like for spouse visas, we charge roughly 

between £700 and £750.   

 

EM: Okay. 

 

DEITH: Muhammed Asif is saying he can find a company 

which will put Sameena on its books and fake her a job, and then, when they’ve got six 

months’ worth of dodgy documents, he’ll use them to get her husband a spouse visa in the 

space of two weeks.  We showed this to Peter Larkin, who is Chairman of the Association of 

Regulated Immigration Advisors. 

 

LARKIN: Well, it’s obviously completely wrong for them to be 

doing that.  An individual has to be earning a certain amount of money to sponsor their 

family, and by bumping it up, by rotating the money, they’re obviously not at the right level.  

It’s difficult, because it’s, I suppose, relatively easy to do with the right employer doing it.  

But it’s very difficult for the Home Office to notice it, I assume, if the National Insurance and 

tax is being paid on it. 

 

DEITH: What is the role and ability of the regulator, the Office 

of the Immigration Services Commissioner, to stamp out this kind of thing? 

 

LARKIN: It’s very difficult for the Immigration Services 

Commissioner, because they work mainly on complaints, and, I mean, I’ve made complaints 

about other advisors, which they’ve dealt with, but I don’t think that they actually go out 

hunting for it.  Some have been struck off by the Immigration Services Commissioner.  I 

know some people have even gone to prison over immigration scams in the past, but often 

that’s the Home Office pursuing that.   

 

DEITH: We told Muhammed Asif at the City Legal and 

Immigration Centre that we had evidence he was suggesting visa fraud.  But he simply never 

replied to our enquiries.  Seeing as Muhammed Asif is registered with the regulator, the 

Office of the Immigration Services Commissioner, we wanted to discuss how good their 
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DEITH cont: oversight is, if regulated advisors are dealing in fraud 

right under their noses.  They refused to be interviewed and just sent us a statement saying, 

‘Where we’re provided with information there’s been an abuse of process by registered or 

unlawful immigration advisors, we will investigate.’  The Government set the spouse visa 

minimum income bar at £18,600 because that’s the income level at which most families 

would no longer be able to claim benefits.  Theresa May says she is still committed to getting 

net migration down to the tens of thousands, but it’s stayed stubbornly high at over 300,000 a 

year.  So the Government is looking for any area where it can limit the numbers coming in.  

I’m realising that immigration laws are a cat and mouse game.  But it seems Muhammed Asif 

has found a way to avoid the Government’s trap. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DEITH: It’s week two in our investigation, and we have one 

immigration advisor on tape, selling a package based on a fraud – advising us to fake a job to 

get round the spouse visa rules.  But to find out whether it’s a common scam, we need to see 

if there are other dodgy advisors out there.  

 

ACTUALITY OF PHONE CALL 

 

RESEARCHER: Oh hi, would it be possible for me to speak to someone 

about bringing my husband to the UK? 

 

ACTUALITY OF SECOND PHONE CALL 

 

RESEARCHER: I want to bring my husband over.  I got married in 

Pakistan over the summer and I just wanted to know what’s the best way …. 

 

ACTUALITY OF THIRD PHONE CALL 

 

RESEARCHER: I’m British and I’m working as like a support worker, 

but it’s for an agency, so it goes up and down …. 
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DEITH: We’ve got another researcher posing again as an 

agency carer who doesn’t earn enough to get her husband in Pakistan a spouse visa.  

How’s it going then?  Anything? 

 

RESEARCHER: Well, I’ve rang a few legal advisors and solicitors up at 

the moment and most of them are giving the correct information about what I need to do to 

make an application for a spouse.  But I did manage to speak to one advisor, and he initially 

started by saying the correct legal advice and he went through the requirements, but as I was 

about to put the phone down, he said, ‘There is a way which isn’t very straight ….’ which he 

can’t discuss over the telephone, but he can tell me about it, but I have to go into his office. 

 

DEITH: Right. A way that isn’t very straight.  So he didn’t say 

what way? 

 

RESEARCHER: No, he didn’t.  I mean, I did try to ask him, could you 

tell me what this means, what do you mean, but he just kept on saying, ‘I can’t discuss it over 

the telephone, you will need to come in.’ 

 

DEITH: I think we need to go and see him then, don’t we? 

 

ACTUALITY IN CHEETHAM HILL 

 

DEITH: The man she was talking to is Asif Salam of Salam 

Immigration, who have a branch here in Cheetham Hill in Manchester.  Their website says 

Mr Salam is head of the solicitor’s practice and has written books on UK immigration law. 

We’ve made an appointment with him – and we’re going to be recording. 

 

RESEARCHER: Thank you for seeing me.  Were you in court this 

morning? 

 

SALAM: Yes. 

 

RESEARCHER: Ah.  We were going to do a spouse visa for my 

husband from Pakistan, but the problem was my maintenance, because I get £12,000 a year. 
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SALAM: If you want to do the proper ways, to go and find a 

second job.  You’re in the care industry, they are underpaying you. 

 

DEITH: What’s the other solution then? 

 

SALAM: The dodgy thing is you ask an accountant to create you 

as an employee with someone for six months. 

  

RESEARCHER: How will that accountant help me then? 

 

SALAM: If you’re short by, say, £600 a month, you will give 

him £600 and he will siphon it, put it in employer’s bank account and from there he will 

transfer £600 to your bank. 

 

DEITH: He is saying this is a dodgy way of doing it.  He’s not 

wrong.  He’s suggesting ‘Sameena’ manufactures a phantom job to create the optical illusion 

she earns enough to support her husband if the Government gives him a visa.  

 

SALAM: We will just monitor everything.  Every month you just 

send us a copy of your wage slips and bank statements. 

 

RESEARCHER: Will you speak to the accountant first though or do I go 

straight to that person? 

 

SALAM: You can go there straight. 

 

RESEARCHER: You’re not going to have a word with them on my 

behalf then? 

 

SALAM: They know what it is. 

 

RESEARCHER: They know?  They know? 

 

SALAM: Yes. 
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RESEARCHER: Can I just, have you done this before?  Has it worked? 

 

SALAM: It works every time. 

 

DEITH: They talk for a while and then he gets an accountant to 

ring him. 

 

ACTUALITY OF PHONE CALL 

 

SALAM: As-Salaam-Alaikum …. Sameena … she is a good lady 

… 

 

DEITH: Mr Salam makes the introductions.   

 

SALAM: … I’m sorry. Mrs Sameena …. 

 

DEITH: He says what Sameena pays the accountant is between 

them, but he would charge £900 to ‘monitor’ the fake financial documents and put in the visa 

application.  We asked Mr Salam why he was offering to help someone commit immigration 

fraud.  He denied advising any client or anyone else to circumvent the law.  It hasn’t been 

difficult to prove what our whistle blower told us is true.  There are high street immigration 

firms making a fool of the Government and its new rules and promises to bring immigration 

under control.  Alp Mehmet, from Migration Watch UK says no-one should be able to bypass 

the income threshold.   

 

MEHMET: It’s unfair.  The law requires that they meet a certain 

minimum income threshold.  If they’re not meeting it and they’re doing it by somehow 

finding ways around the law, then they are breaking the law.  It’s wrong.  The reason why 

this minimum income threshold was originally applied was in order to make sure that there is 

no recourse to public funds.  Other countries, other EU countries in fact, apply this sort of 

rule much more stringently than we do and require rather more from individuals than we do. 
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DEITH: It’s the rule we have, but what’s the point of the rule if 

you can take a trip to your high street, speak to a dodgy immigration advisor, a bit of 

paperwork later and Bob’s your uncle? 

 

MEHMET: If the rule is being broken in that way, then let’s do 

something about the rule breakers.  Firstly we need to devote more resources to actually 

enforcing the law.  Secondly I think we need to be a little bit more rigorous in looking at 

these sort of arrangements and looking at the evidence provided, that income is at a certain 

threshold.  And then, when there is evidence to suggest that rules are being broken, then 

something should actually be done about it rather than ignoring it.  I really don’t think it’s 

reason enough to say, this law is being broken with alacrity, let’s do away with it.  Let’s do 

something about enforcing the law. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DEITH: If you don’t want the Salam Immigration shortcut 

solution to the spouse visa problem, there is a legal, long way around the minimum income 

rule.  You can move your partner here under European, rather than UK law – meaning the 

Government’s income requirement doesn’t apply.  But our whistle blower says there’s a 

whole other industry around faking this European right too.  Doing it legally is called the 

Surinder Singh route.  It sounds a bit obscure but it’s named after the first person to make this 

detour around domestic law. 

 

WRAY: Hello, I’m Dr Helena Wray.  I’m an Associate 

Professor in Migration Law at the University of Exeter.  Surinder Singh is the name of a case 

that was decided in 1992 by the Court of Justice, and it involved a wife who was a British 

citizen who had an Indian husband and under the rules in place at that time, she was unable to 

have her husband live with her in the UK.  So she went to Germany and she worked, I 

believe, as a self-employed person in fact, and therefore, under the EU rules in place, she was 

able to bring her husband to live with her in Germany.  After that period, she then returned to 

the UK and the question was whether she was able to bring her husband back with her to the 

UK.  What the Court of Justice said was that in order to make the right to free movement 

fully effective, an EU citizen who goes to another member state must know that if they return 

from that member state to their state of origin, that they’re able also to bring their family 
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WRAY cont: member with them, otherwise that would be a 

disincentive for them to move. 

 

DEITH: Is the Government okay with the Surinder Singh route 

or are they trying to make it more difficult? 

 

WRAY: From their point of view, Surinder Singh represents a 

loophole.  Now that should be in inverted commas.  It’s not a loophole, it’s a right that exists 

in EU law and which UK citizens are perfectly entitled to exercise.  In 2012, the Government 

implemented the minimum income requirement for those who want to sponsor spouses or 

partners coming from outside the EU, and for that reason, people have started increasingly 

looking at alternative ways to be able to live, as they see it, in their own country with their 

family members as they feel they are entitled to do. 

 

DEITH: So the popularity and the explosion in popularity of the 

Surinder Singh route is directly connected to that moment in 2012 when the Government 

raised the income bar? 

 

WRAY: I’ve seen a lot more discussion of Surinder Singh, a 

huge increase in its currency, for example, amongst social media, amongst groups on 

Facebook and so on since 2012, so yes, I would imagine that there is a connection.  From the 

Government’s point of view, with their concern to reduce migration, the Surinder Singh route 

represents a way in which their immigration policy can be undermined quite significantly. 

 

DEITH: The Government doesn’t like to advertise the Surinder 

Singh route, but its popularity has grown.  And now that Brexit means our EU rights won’t 

last forever, there’s an incentive to use them or lose them. 

 

ACTUALITY IN LONDON 

 

DEITH: Oh hi!  I should have said I was wearing a bright 

yellow coat, because that would have been the most obvious thing.  How are you? 

 

LAUREN: Nice to meet you.  Good. 
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DEITH: So do you teach at UCL then? 

I’m in London to talk to Lauren, who took the Surinder Singh route through Spain.  

 

LAUREN: I was with somebody from Central America and we 

wanted to be together and I had received a scholarship to do a PhD here, which gave me the 

equivalent of a more or less minimum wage income, but I knew that that wouldn't stand up to 

much in any application and I wasn’t prepared to give up that opportunity.  We quite quickly 

realised that we had to make the decision in less than six months whether we would get 

married in order to even open the possibility of one of the nightmare visa options or forget 

the whole thing and break up.  So yeah, we chose to get married and that kind of started the 

process.  We felt that was the only option.  We chose Spain because both of us spoke 

Spanish.  So as soon as I was, for example, in Spain, I was then protected under EU law and 

EU law gives me a right to live with my family member there.  There’s this thing called 

centre of life, so it means that you’ve moved your life and essentially you’re fully living 

there, you’re not just ….. 

 

DEITH: Going through the motions. 

 

LAUREN: Yeah, you’re not just going through the motions and 

that you’re sort of immersing yourself there.  So we had to also provide some evidence that 

we were involved in activities there. 

 

MUSIC 

 

LAUREN: We had both always done quite a lot of salsa dancing 

and teaching, so we did some of that.  In particular, my partner got involved in lots of salsa 

teaching activities and he also took a course in flamenco dancing. 

 

DEITH: How difficult was it practically, how difficult was it 

emotionally to move to Spain?  

 

LAUREN: Practically, it was much harder than we imagined.  We 

were under the impression initially, when we first looked into Surinder Singh, it was going to 

be pop over to some other country, stay there for three months and come home.  That wasn’t  
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LAUREN cont: the case.  We moved there with almost nothing.  I think 

we had enough to live on for about two weeks in a hostel, and in that time we had to find a 

house and a job.  All the paperwork had to be absolutely meticulous and everything was fully 

traceable, and making sure that you set up all your utility bills under both your names.  They 

wouldn’t even process his papers for another year, so that meant that all of the financial 

income was down to me, and my grandfather died during that year.  That was really tough.  

Essentially I had to put my life and career on hold for a year, as did my partner, and it just felt 

that we were literally just existing there in order to fulfil the requirements, even though there 

seemed to be very little logic in the entire exercise, just to be with someone that you love. 

 

DEITH: After a year in Spain, they successfully applied for a 

UK family permit visa for Lauren’s husband.  Surinder Singh had worked.  But the marriage 

wasn’t working.  The strain of the whole thing did too much damage.  So Surinder Singh is a 

lot harder and more complicated than a quick flit to Europe and back.  Before the Home 

Office will treat your family as EU citizens, they’ll want solid proof you’ve lived as a 

European – files and files of documents and evidence, Lauren says.  There’s no cutting 

corners.  Or is there?  

 

MUSIC 

 

DEITH: Remember our whistle blower, who said solicitors 

were creating bogus documents for people whose partners couldn’t get into the UK?  She 

says they’re faking Surinder Singh too - making up entire lives - in one European country in 

particular.   

 

WHISTLE BLOWER: Well, it’s a scam taking place in Ireland.  So if the 

spouse of a UK citizen is denied visa for whatever reason, maybe the UK spouse doesn’t earn 

enough, there are solicitors who will set up a fake life for the UK citizen in Ireland, so they 

can use the Surinder Singh route.  Solicitors are making up fake jobs, renting a place, making 

calls to and from an Irish number as though someone is really living there.  I know all this 

because someone I know is doing it.  I can count on one hand how many times they’ve been 

to Ireland, just for day trips.  You can even see on their Facebook that they live and work in 

the UK. 
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DEITH: How much is your friend paying for this? 

 

WHISTLE BLOWER: To my knowledge, it’s £4,500.  The solicitors operate 

on a no win, no fee basis.   

 

DEITH: How do you know it actually works?  It could all just 

be bluff by the solicitors. 

 

WHISTLE BLOWER: My friend knows people who this has worked for.  Plus 

his solicitor has boasted he’s had many cases approved under the Surinder Singh ruling.   

 

ACTUALITY IN OFFICE 

 

DEITH: She’s even sent me a photo of a man standing outside a 

house in Ireland.  But it’s not her friend.  She says it’s someone else – someone who has 

overstayed his visa in the UK, and now, by the look of it, is living in the Irish house, 

pretending to be the other guy.  Whoever’s arranging this fake life doesn’t do things by 

halves.  Because people don’t have to move very far or learn a new language, Ireland has 

become the go-to destination.  In 2013, just over 600 people applied for EU treaty rights.  

Last year, more than 10,000 people did - an increase of 1,500%, crippling the Irish 

Immigration Service.  But are some immigration firms selling a life in Ireland that doesn’t 

actually have to be lived?  Irish police have mounting evidence.  I arranged to talk to 

Detective Superintendent Stephen Courage from the Garda National Immigration Bureau, 

and he said our whistle blower is right – people are faking living in Ireland as a means of 

getting family a UK visa. 

 

COURAGE: Someone will be living and working in the UK, they 

will have family members who are living in other countries - quite often Pakistan, 

Bangladesh.  And quite often, for a fee up to £25,000 sterling, the facilitator will direct you 

over to a colleague of his in Ireland, and what he will do then is he will quite often set up a 

company, of which you will either be an owner or a director, and they will also then create a 

work history for you, they will create payslips, they will open bank accounts and your bank 

account will actually be used here in Ireland and you will have, also pay nominal tax.  So 

when the Immigration Service receive an application there to exercise EU treaty rights, they 
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COURAGE cont: will look at the paperwork.  And on the face of it, it 

will appear that you have a life in Ireland. 

 

DEITH: When you say they’re using bank accounts, you mean 

someone is buying food in the supermarket, train tickets, that kind of thing? 

 

COURAGE: Oh absolutely there, and quite often it’ll be the one that 

you just mentioned, that they will be buying food in a supermarket, because the facilitators 

will keep the bank card.  We have searched premises there and we have found a hundred 

bank cards and they’d be all belonging to different people, none of them living in this 

jurisdiction.   

 

DEITH: And how many people do you think could have led 

these fake lives? 

 

COURAGE: We are looking at a significant number, running into 

the thousands, and we’re going back historically now into people who have already got EU 

residency rights and we’re looking now to revoke those.  We have 600 reports gone up there 

where people have, we feel have obtained these rights illegally. 

 

DEITH: So when our original contact gave us the tip off and 

said, you really need to investigate this, because it’s an elaborate and well organised scam, 

she was right? 

 

COURAGE: Oh, without question, this is a complex scam.  People 

we are coming across in our investigations, there would often be people coming from a 

professional background, whether it be in law or accounting, so they’re certainly white collar 

criminals, and the profits in it are quite staggering. We would see this as a multi-million Euro 

enterprise.  

 

DEITH: This is the first time the scale of this fraud has been 

revealed.  Thousands of people have been leading fake lives in Ireland as a means to getting 

their partners into the UK – and it’s worked.  The scam artists are high street lawyers and 

accountants making millions of Euro through an immigration fraud that’s incredibly difficult 
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DEITH cont: to spot.  The Garda says it’s working closely with the 

UK authorities.  Peter Larkin, Chairman of the Association of Regulated Immigration 

Advisors, says people even ring him asking if he’ll help them fake it. 

 

LARKIN: They’ll say to me, I’ve been told there’s somebody can 

create my whole profile for me in Ireland - what do you think of that?  My conversations with 

them don’t tend to last very long, quite frankly.  Surinder Singh is very difficult, because it’s 

quite a wide open rule and it’s obviously being abused and there’s obviously quite an 

epidemic of people that are applying that way.  As much as I probably work against the 

Home Office all the time, they do seem to be actually be improving and doing a better job 

and getting a grip of this, but it’s a massive job for them and once they close down one route, 

another route seems to spring up. 

 

DEITH: The UK Immigration Minister, Robert Goodwill, 

refused to speak to us.  The Government does admit faking Surinder Singh is a growing 

industry, although it says tough new rules mean anyone caught will be banned from the UK 

for ten years.  At Migration Watch UK, Alp Mehmet says he isn’t surprised people are 

finding a way to fake EU freedom of movement rights. 

 

MEHMET: You’re right to point to what is going on in Ireland and 

that, in fact, shows that it’s that part of the EEA law – the European Economic Area - family 

permits regulations that give the opportunity for this sort of loophole to be created.  I would 

argue that once Brexit takes place, it may well be the right moment at which to plug this 

particular gap, and I hope it will be.  The number is going up for EEA family permits being 

issued in this country, going up from 20,500 in 2010 to 30,000 in 2015, so clearly this is a 

hole that is being exploited by those who are able to do it and make a lot of money out of it. 

 

DEITH: Theresa May says control of our borders is a red line in 

Brexit negotiations.  But if our investigation has shown us anything, it’s that the stricter the 

rules, the greater the opportunity for fraud. 

 

MUSIC 
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DEITH: Our whistle blower never imagined the visa scam she 

asked us to investigate would be a clue to a fraud used by thousands of people.  

 

WHISTLE BLOWER: I suspected many people had used this route, but I 

didn’t realise it was so big.  Some people have made a lot of money out of this scam.  It’s not 

fair on the genuine people who are doing things the right way.  I hope the authorities are 

successful in bringing the advisors to justice and stop people getting into the UK this way. 

 

DEITH: Those who’ve got here based on a fraud might be 

getting a knock on the door soon.   

 

ACTUALITY IN PARK 

 

AJ: Give me a big ‘yee hah’ when you go down. 

 

JAYDEN: Yee hah! 

 

AJ: Wheeeee! 

 

DEITH: But in South Shields, AJ and Lian, who’ve done things 

the right way, have been told he must now attend a detention centre every fortnight – and he 

could still be detained at any point. I told them about the scam being used to get a spouse visa. 

 

PAPAY: Quite surprised by it, yeah.  I mean, someone did 

mention to us in conversation before, if you know a rich person, ask them to put some money 

into your bank. 

 

AJ: I can see why people would, because it’s proper, a 

stressful situation, but it’s really up to your morals if you want to be able to do something like 

that, you know. 

 

PAPAY: At the end of the day, I want, you know, I want to do it 

right.  It wouldn’t sit right with me, doing it.  Well, I think it’s because of people trying to 

cheat the system probably in the first place that more rules have come into play. 


