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ANDREW MARR SHOW, 17TH NOVEMBER, 2019 

 

IAN BLACKFORD, SNP WESTMINSTER LEADER 

 

AM: Ian Blackford, welcome. Now, on Tuesday there is the first of 

the big Priministerial debates and it’s Corbyn versus Johnson and 

you are angry about it, in fact you’re challenging it. 

 

IB: Yes of course we are. We’ll be in court tomorrow, because it’s 

grossly unfair. As you’ve just said, we are the third party at 

Westminster. We’ve been in the government in Scotland for the 

last 12 years, we’re leading the polls in Scotland at 42% in the 

UGov poll last week. And we’ve got to recognise that the public 

take their views from these debates. Many people that are not 

engaged in politics take their –  

 

AM: So it does you real damage, do you think? 

 

IB: Yes, because many people will make their minds up based on 

those debates and there has to be an issue of fairness, that not 

just us but the other parties need to be represented in that 

debate. 

 

AM: How do we deal then with the problem that of the available 

candidates Nicola Sturgeon is not going to be a Prime Minister in 

Britain, with respect you’re not going to be a Prime Minister in 

Britain and this is also about who is going to be the next prime 

minister.  

 

IB: Well, it’s also about the fact that people are sending MPs to 

parliament and you need to have the plurality of voices in that 

debate, Andrew. Everyone must be represented. We have now got 

a multi party system and I think one of the difficulties that we’re in 

at the moment, Theresa May and Boris Johnson have never come 

to terms with the fact that they’re minority governments and 
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they’re going to have to realise that there are other parties that 

are going to be sending MPs to the House of Commons; we may 

be in a minority government situation, and I think it’s right that 

the public hear the views of the other parties that are standing 

this election. That’s democracy. That’s fairness. 

 

AM: Let’s talk about the possibility of another minority government 

after this election. It may well be that Jeremy Corbyn is placed to 

go into Downing Street but needs the votes of the SNP and 

possibly some other parties on a vote by vote, issue by issue 

basis. Because you wouldn’t go into coalition with him I think, 

would you? 

 

IB: No. What we’re talking about is making sure that the send 

SNPs to Westminster stand up for Scotland and our priorities in 

principle in this election is about making sure that we can escape 

Brexit. That’s the first thing, but also securing Scotland’s right to 

choose its own future. 

 

AM: Well that’s the big problem between you and the Labour Party 

at the moment because Jeremy Corbyn said first of all that there 

would be no referendum on another Scottish – another second 

referendum during the first term of a Labour government. Then he 

said certainly not in the first few years, then not in the first year. 

Presumably, if you’re going to offer him support of any kind you’re 

going to demand a referendum much quicker than that? 

 

IB: You know it doesn’t matter if it’s Jeremy Corbyn or if it’s 

anyone else. Whoever is Prime Minister has got to respect 

democracy. And the simple fact of the matter is that the SNP won 

the election to the Scottish parliament in 2016 on a manifesto 

commitment of a referendum if there was a change in 

circumstances. Now we won the election in 2017 to Westminster, 

we won the European election this year and all the polls are 

suggesting that we are the party that can defeat the Tories in 
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Scotland in this election. If we win that election and it’s on the 

promise that we will allow the people of Scotland to choose their 

own future, it will ill behold any prime minister to stand in the face 

of democracy and the rights of Scots to choose. 

 

AM: What we know is that Boris Johnson has said a flat no to 

another Scottish independence referendum and Jeremy Corbyn 

has said a no, not yet. So up to a certain position you’re not in a 

very strong policy in all of this stuff really are you, because you 

have to get one of those people to agree with you.  

 

IB: I think you know, Andrew that the Scots are a thran bunch 

and if you’re going to tell them that your votes don’t count then I 

think that puts us into a very dangerous situation. At the end of 

the day, whether it’s Jeremy Corbyn, whether it’s Boris Johnson 

they’re going to have to respect the right of Scotland to choose its 

future. They may say no today. Once we’re at the other side of 

the election, let’s wait and see. And let’s remember –  

 

AM: You’ve got him over a barrel then, do you think? 

 

IB: Well look, at the end of the day it’s about what’s right and 

Boris Johnson wants to take us out of Europe. Scotland didn’t vote 

for it. We voted to remain and I’d simply say to Labour and Liberal 

Democrat voters if you want to stop Brexit in Scotland, lend your 

support to the SNP in this election. Let’s make sure that we lock 

the Tories out of office and we secure that ability of Scotland to 

have its own say and its own future. 

 

AM: And is that your primary, only demand of Jeremy Corbyn or 

whoever it is? 

 

IB: No. We have a number of areas that we want to focus on. One 

of the things that has damaged Scotland has been austerity and 

the simple fact is when I look today that we have really inequality 
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right throughout the United Kingdom. One of the things that I’m 

asking for this morning is a Commission on poverty and inequality. 

There are one million people in Scotland in poverty, one in four 

children and we have to address that. Austerity has really hurt and 

we need to make sure that we bring in measures to deal with that.   

 

AM: But I can see a trap for you here as the SNP. If I was Jeremy 

Corbyn, what I would want to do is to come into power using SNP 

votes if necessary and reverse austerity, spend lots and lots of 

money on public services and start to get the electorate of 

Scotland feeling warmer about a Labour government in 

Westminster. Then you wait for a while and you’ve got the next 

Scottish election campaign and suddenly the SNP finds it’s not so 

popular after all and you have been, as it were, trapped or 

corralled into a position where your great moment has passed. 

 

IB: Well it will be for the people of Scotland to determine that 

future. And what I’d simply say is that we’re in the situation now, 

the polls are showing that more people in Scotland believe they’ll 

be better off with independence, that we can create that fairer 

society, take responsibility for climate change and that move 

towards Scottish independence is unstoppable. It will not change 

whether there’s a Corbyn or whether or not there is a Johnson 

government in London.  

 

AM: You talked about austerity a moment ago, but you’ve been in 

power in Scotland for ten years, you’ve had the power to raise 

taxes in Scotland and so forth and yet you appear to take no 

responsibility for the big picture in Scotland. 

 

IB: Oh indeed we do, but simple fact of the matter is that we’re 

responsible for 16% of social security spending in Scotland, and 

the UN special rapporteur has said that Scotland has taken the 

toughs decisions. We’re going to take 30,000 young people out of 

poverty with some of the measures that we’re putting in place this 
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year. We’ve brought in seven new benefits. We’ve mitigated the 

worst effects of Tory austerity. We spent 1.4 billion on mitigation 

against austerity. We have taken our responsibilities. And you 

know, at the end of the day, when you look at our performance on 

health and education, certainly take health, we have a better 

performance than any other part of the United Kingdom. I can be 

proud of what our government has done since we came into 

power. 

 

AM: You said a moment ago that it wasn’t just the next 

independence referendum that was your big ask. Now Trident is 

another big one I think. Are you determined that if Jeremy Corbyn 

is going to get SNP votes to keep him in Number 10 going forward 

he has to get rid of Trident in Scotland? 

 

IB: We’ve been pretty consistent that we do not wish to see those 

weapons of mass destruction on the Clyde. They’re an enormous 

waste of resources. 185 billion which is going to be spent on the 

next generation. We should have conventional defence and we 

need to make sure that we invest in our defence capabilities to 

take account of the change in the security position around the 

world. Trident does not play a part in our future defence needs. 

 

AM: So if Jeremy Corbyn wants SNP support to be Prime Minister, 

if that’s what the election produces, if, if, if, then the key demand 

from the SNP apart from the referendum is get rid of Trident or 

you don’t get our vote? 

 

IB: Here is an opportunity to get rid of Trident, to make sure we 

invest in conventional defence, that we take account of the 

security challenges that we face, that we modernise our defence 

forces, Trident doesn’t play a part in that.   

 

Ends  


