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ANGELA RAYNER, MP 
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(Rough transcript, check against delivery) 

 

AM: My next guest, Angela Rayner, romped home in the contest to 

be Labour’s new Deputy Leader. Before coming an MP she worked 

as a care worker and for the trade union Unison, before becoming 

an MP, as I said, and Jeremy Corbyn’s Shadow Education 

Secretary. Welcome, Angela Rayner.  

Let me ask you first of all, do you think schools should reopen in 

England on the 1st of June? 

AR: Well I think it’s really important that we recognise that schools 

are open actually and have been open throughout this whole crisis 

for vulnerable children and for children of frontline workers. So I 

think it’s important that schools feel safe in bringing – introducing 

more pupils back into the classroom as quickly as possible and I 

think what Gavin needs to do, the Education Secretary, is publish 

the science to why they’re making the decision they’re making 

now and ensure that there is the testing and tracking which he 

promised yesterday that on the 1st of June that will be available, 

but at the moment we’ve not seen any evidence that they can 

provide that. They haven’t got the staff in place that they said 

they needed to have the tracing. So testing and tracing and 

isolation is really important for tracking the virus. 

 

AM: And as you say, safety is everything. But have you seen any 

evidence at all that schools going back would be less safe for 

teachers and children? You look around the world and there 

seems to be no outbreaks of Covid based on schools anywhere. 

AR: Well we know that from the science and the experts that 

children can catch the virus and we believe that they could 

transmit that virus, we’re not entirely certain. So we have to make 



2 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, 17TH MAY, 2020 – ANGELA RAYNER, DEPUTY LEADER LABOUR PARTY  

 

sure that obviously the social distancing measures where possible 

are in place. We know that teachers have died as a result of 

catching Covid so it’s important that when we introduce more 

people into the classroom that are able to test, track and trace 

where the virus is and take action to isolate it. And that’s 

important wider, Andrew as we ease the lockdown. Because I 

believe we were too slow in taking lockdown decisions and we’ve 

been too quick without the provisions in place to ease the 

lockdown and it’s really important to track that for the R rate. 

 

AM: But this is all about how we measure risk individually and 

collectively. Anne Longfield, who is the Children’s Commissioner 

for England has pointed out that of the 62 nurseries attached to 

NHS hospitals which were able to stay open, 60 had absolutely no  

Covid problems at all. In other words – and the ones where there 

were Covid problems were related to people coming into the 

nurseries, not the kids. So it seems that it’s pretty safe for children 

to be mingling in nurseries or schools. 

AR: Well I think if we’ve got the tests and the tracing in place for 

schools that would reassure parents and Gavin Williamson, the 

Education Secretary has said on the 1st of June that will happen. I 

want to see Gavin working with the parents to reassure them, 

publish the science behind why they’re saying 1st of June. We do 

want as many people as possible to go back into the classroom as 

quickly as possibly but we’ve got to reassure the teaching 

professionals who do want to see their pupils back in school as 

quickly as possible, that it’s safe to do so and that we have the 

provisions on place to make that happen. And that means testing 

has to be there. We’ve seen in care homes what happens when 

you don’t have that testing and now we’ve seen the difficulties 

that care homes have faced. 

 

AM: Because on the other side of the equation in schools a whole 

series of former Labour Education Secretaries, David Blunkett, 

Charles Clark, Alan Johnson have all said it’s really, really 
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damaging what’s going on in terms of social divisions, kids left 

behind, inequalities starting right at the early stages is all being 

worsened quite fast by the fact that schools are not back already 

and it’s really, really urgent to get the schools back and the unions 

should be backing that. 

AR: Well it’s important to recognise that teachers have been 

working throughout this process to get home learning. The 

Education, the DFE department have been trying to ensure that 

home working is available. I think that’s patchy. They need to 

increase that because what we know is this virus isn’t going away. 

We need a vaccine. So in the meantime we need the testing 

regime, we need the support there for the hybrid model of some 

pupils being back at school when it’s safe to do so and others that 

are going to have to continue to work from home. And that the 

DFE and the government have to support  the teachers and the 

professionals in doing the right thing and supporting their pupils. 

And I want to place on record my thanks, because we’ve seen the 

tremendous amount of work that teachers and teaching 

professionals have been doing to help our children over this period 

and I think the DFE and the officials there have been working 

incredibly hard in extraordinary times. Now is the time for them to 

come together to reassure parents and to make sure that plan is 

in place. 

 

AM: So what’s the Labour leadership’s attitude to Labour councils 

like Liverpool and Hartlepool which are saying we will not reopen 

schools on June 1st? Do you back them? 

AR: Well if you look at what Andy Burnham the Greater 

Manchester Mayor said in the Guardian last night, the 

communication from government in terms of  the safety measures 

for areas like Greater Manchester, like Liverpool, like the North 

East, have been patchy, so the information hasn’t been there. We 

believe the R rate is higher in those areas, in those regions and 

therefore we want the government to publish the science behind it 

and  to provide the support. So for example in Greater Manchester 
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we’ve seen that we had 12 hours notice for people to go back to 

work and yet our transport system was not put in place and 

geared up to help people to do that safely and guidance for 

workers wasn’t there. So we’ve to make sure that the Prime 

Minister and the government are working with our regions to 

ensure that they know that it’s safe and that they’ve got the 

resources to support people going back to work and going back to 

school. 

 

AM: So for the time being you support those councils in saying we 

will not reopen schools on 1st June? 

AR: I urge the government to publish the science and to ensure 

that the testing and tracing  is in place to safeguard –  

AM: You support the council? 

AR:  Councils want to make sure that their citizens are safe. I 

support them in trying to do that. I urge the government to not 

make the mistakes they’ve made in the past and to publish the 

science and to give them the resources to make sure that we help 

people as much as possible to do the right thing to keep 

themselves safe. 

 

AM: Now, I mentioned at the beginning that you worked in a care 

home yourself before you became an MP, became a politician. 

How badly do you think we have let down care homes? 

AR: Oh terribly badly. I mean I think if you look at what the 

26,000 deaths that were in April from the ONS figures, 18,000 of 

them are additional deaths from last year’s figures and therefore 

we’ve seen also that the only ones that are related to Covid are 

8,000 so there’s 10,000 unaccounted for deaths within the care 

sector. There should be- there should be some investigation into 

that and Keir Starmer has requested that, ‘cause every single 

death is tragic. And we’ve had medical experts, Andrew, who have 

said we seeded the virus into our care homes and the guidance 

wasn’t there for care workers. I think they’ve been tragically let 

down.  
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AM: They’ve been tragically let down, may I put it to you, by 

Labour governments as well as Conservative ones. This is a long 

term problem, the ignoring of the care home sector, the 

underfunding of the care home sector and in Wales, for instance, 

where Labour is in charge we’ve seen exactly the same problems 

about lack of testing in care homes. So this is something that both 

of the main parties at least have to share responsibility for. 

AR: Well the national framework for the government and the 

guidance that was set out was totally inadequate. We allowed 

people to be discharged and the government  were pushing to get 

people out of hospitals as quickly as possible without the testing. 

So as the medical experts said we seeded the virus in care homes. 

Care home workers are not given the support that they needed to 

help and they’ve been doing a tremendous job. Many of my ex 

colleagues are not even paid the real living wage, half of them are 

not paid the real living wage and they’re not even able to get 

statutory sick pay in many cases to do the right thing when they 

need to self isolate. So the government has really let these care 

workers down and really let people down. They really do need to 

step up. Even the guidance now is saying that they won’t have 

that testing regime in by the 6th  of June. So they’ve really got to 

step up now. We’ve seen the devastating effects of what’s 

happened because the government has failed to do that, they’ve 

got to go with the experts and they’ve got to provide the support. 

Our care workers cannot continue to be undervalued as they have 

seen in the way in the past. 

 

AM: Your former Shadow Cabinet colleagues, Dawn Butler said 

recently: “I think the Prime Minister’s actions are pretty 

disgraceful. He is literally sending people out to catch the virus.” 

Do you agree with that or do you think Labour’s been a little bit  

too aggressive in its response to the government recently? 

AR: Well no, because Keir Starmer has been quite clear from the 

start that we wanted to be a constructive opposition and honestly, 
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Andrew, I really want them to succeed. I was working with the 

SFE as the Shadow Education Secretary and was working with 

Gavin to try and make sure that provisions were in place and I 

think that’s the absolute right thing to do. But we are trying to call 

out when things are not done correctly. 

 

AM: Sure, but it’s not exactly cooperative, it’s not exactly 

constructive in the middle of a crisis to use that kind of language, 

is it? 

AR: Well what Keir said, and he said at PMQs was he made it 

absolutely clear. 26,000 deaths. 18,000 additional deaths this year 

from the ONF figures. 10,000 unaccounted for in care homes. 

That’s something that is right to highlight and to ask people what’s 

happened there. Because those relatives deserve to know the 

answers to why their loved ones died and to ensure that as we lift 

the restrictions that the expert advice is followed and that it’s 

published so people can have confidence in that. 

 

Ends  


