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GB: Washing D.C. is an armed camp right now. We currently have 

about  20,000 troops in D.C., more than we have in Afghanistan or 

Iraq I might add, and you layer that on top of the fact that we 

were already going to have a small inauguration because of Covid. 

And so what you have is an inauguration that’s going to look very 

different  - normally it’s a big celebration, people lining the streets, 

lots of excitement, the President, the new President in the 

reviewing stands as there’s a parade. So it’s going to be very 

different  in look and incredibly different emotionally, as people in 

Washington  see their city really taken over by the National Guard.  

 

AM: And of course the great symbolic moment is one President 

handing over gracefully to another. A moment of symbolism 

President Trump has stripped away from America, so how 

important is that? 

GB: I think it’s hugely important. I think in a way President Trump 

could have stopped everything by saying that Joe Biden is the duly 

elected next President of the United States. He has not admitted 

that the big lie he has been telling has absolutely been proven 

wrong and has been rejected  by sixty courts. And he has refused 

to do that. So there is not going to be any gracious transfer of 

power as their was when he became President of the United 

States and Barack Obama welcomed him into the White House. 

Met with him and Mrs Obama let with Melania Trump. None of 

that has occurred. Graciousness is something we have never seen 

with Donald Trump and we do not expect to see it on January 20th 

when he’s going to take a plane that morning to Mar-a-Lago and 

wants to have some kind of event, we have no idea what it will 
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be, but you can be sure that he will not graciously welcome Joe 

Biden into the White House.  

 

AM: Donald Trump now faces a trial in the Senate following the 

Impeachment vote in the House. What’s going to happen there do 

you think? 

GB: The big thing we’re all waiting for is to find out what the 

Leader of the Senate Republicans wants to do, Mitch McConnell. 

During the first impeachment he came out right away and said 

that President Trump should not be impeached. This time he has 

done no such thing. He’s let it be known privately that he thinks 

Donald Trump has committed an impeachable offence, but that’s 

very different from saying on the floor of the Senate that he wants 

to impeach him after he’s already left office. So it’s hard to 

predict. I’d say the odds are against it.  

 

AM: But presumably to stop a split in the Republican Party quite a 

few Republicans would actually find it very convenient if Donald 

Trump was impeached and prevented from standing again. 

GB: Well, first of all you vote to convict him and then you have to 

take another vote to say you can never run for office again. You 

would likely feel that if he were convicted that he wouldn’t be able 

to run, you know, that they would then vote you couldn’t run for 

office again. But the truth is that he has already split in the 

Republican Party. That the Republican Party is in tatters right now 

trying to figure out what to do in a post Trump world.   How 

potent will he remain as an out of office politician? Will he really 

run for President in 2024? Who would support him after this?  His 

popularity right now in this country is at an all time low. It is at 

29%, 29%. 58% of the American public say they do not want him 

to seek office again. But, he did get 74 million votes. How many of 

those voters are disgusted by what has occurred in the last weeks 

in this country we really don’t yet know. So is he potent? Yes. But 

I would have to say he’s a lot less influential than he was a couple 

of weeks ago.  
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AM:  You’ve been covering this extraordinary story for four years 

but for British viewers one of the extraordinary aspects of it is the 

bitter, bitter division in the American media between the two 

sides. Is it fair to say the American media is broken?  

GB: Well, I do think  you have a point there and I think the split – 

and I’ve thought an awful lot about this as someone who proudly 

works for CNN, I think the difference there is that you have to be 

able as a journalist, when someone is not telling the truth, to  say 

that is not the truth. And it was very difficult for me as a journalist 

who’s covered many Presidents until this President I had never 

really gone on television and say this President is lying.  And I 

think it is something that all of us have had to kind of grapple with 

because our job as journalists is to say when a President says X 

and we know that that is not  true, verifiably, factually true, you 

have to be able to say it. 

 

AM: Gloria Borger, that dead interesting. Thanks very much for 

joining us. 

 

Ends  


