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AM: I’m joined now by the Foreign Secretary, Dominic Raab. Mr 

Raab, welcome. Thanks for joining us. Can we get every adult in 

this country vaccinated by June? 

DR: Well, the plan, as you know is – and we’re making good 

progress, we’ve had three and a half million people administered 

their first dose, the rate, the daily rate, is up to over 300,000 on 

the latest figures, and the plan is to get the first 15 million most 

vulnerable people vaccinated with the first dose by the middle of 

February. We then want to get, by early spring, another 17 

million. At that point we’ll have 99 per cent of those most at risk 

of dying of coronavirus administered their first jab, and then the 

adult population, entire adult population, we want to being offered 

a first jab by September. That’s the road map. 

AM: So the answer is ‘no’ basically? It won’t be done by June, it’ll 

be done by September. 

DR: Well, what I was just going to say – back to the road map – 

we think we’ve got the capacity to delivery it. Obviously if it can 

be done more swiftly than that, then that’s a bonus. The number 

one thing right now is to protect that road map and that rollout 

and protect the NHS given the new variants and the transmission 

rates we’ve seen. 

 

AM: And is any delay about capacity? Is it true that AstraZeneca 

and Pfizer have delayed some deliveries of vaccine? 

DR: There’s all sorts of challenges with the rollout distribution, 

logistical. We’ve got 365 million doses, seven suppliers. You rightly 

mention Pfizer, AstraZeneca, now Moderna rolled out. We’re 

confident that we’ve got the flexibility, the latitude, but it is an 

enormous challenge. We’re meeting it. We’ve got the numbers 
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already administered that I mentioned, but we take nothing for 

granted, both in terms of DHSC and also the MOD, the defence – 

the military supporting it. But there is boxing and coxing to make 

sure that we keep that capacity, those numbers of doses being 

rolled out. 

 

AM: And just on capacity, have AstraZeneca and Pfizer had to 

delay some deliveries? 

DR: I’m not aware that there’s been a delay beyond the flexibility 

that’s built into the rollout programme. Obviously there’s an 

element of flexibility that has to be built in to all of this. But you 

can see from the numbers and the latest daily figures, 320,000 

per day, that we are getting the rollout going very effectively. If 

you look internationally – take Europe, we are double the number 

of doses of the next leading country in Europe, which is Denmark. 

So we’re making good progress. But you’re right, we’ve got to 

scrutinise, keep an eye on all those different aspects of the rollout. 

 

AM: There’s talk about a fourth vaccine called Valneva, a French 

vaccine, which is being manufactured in the UK and of which the 

British government has asked for 60 million doses, and that might 

come as early as next week. Have you heard about that? 

DR: We keep all the vaccines that are in the pipeline, if you like, 

under review. We’ve got, as I said, seven different suppliers. I’ll 

allow the Health Secretary and DHSC to announce when they’ve 

got news on the further different suppliers that will come on tap. 

That is all part of the plan that I described. 

 

AM: Well, that is all good news in a way. Do you think that we 

should be vaccinating night and day, round the clock now, to get 

this done? 

DR: We need to be doing it at the maximum capacity that’s 

deliverable. So in terms of the 24/7 idea, that’s something that will 

be piloted. Of course you’ve got to get people to the centres that 

we’ve got as well as setting them up, so that’s something that 
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we’d need to test. And again on the positive front, we’ve got a 

situation where by the end of January we’ll have over a thousand 

local sites, over 200 hospital sites for vaccination, a whole range 

of these mass vaccination sites which are being rolled out at a 

greater scale next week. 

 

AM: A lot of your backbenchers are saying, ‘well, if we get the 

most vulnerable groups all vaccinated on target, by the middle of 

February, that means three weeks later, early March, we can start 

to reduce the systems and the tiers and so forth and get some of 

the restrictions gone. Is that the kind of system that you can 

accept? 

DR: So, the aim is by the middle of February to have 88 per cent 

of those most at risk of dying of coronavirus with their first jab, 

and by the early spring to have 99 per cent. So that’s the 

milestones, if you like. I think it’s true to say that when we get to 

a situation in the early spring, perhaps March, if we succeed in 

hitting those targets – and we’ve made good progress so far – we 

can start to think about the phased transition out of national 

lockdown. I think it’s fair to say it won’t be a big bang, if you like, 

it will be done – phased possibly back through the tiered approach 

that we had before. But the number one thing we want to focus 

on now is first of all protecting the vaccine rollout; secondly the 

NHS is under huge pressure, follow the guidance. Everyone 

watching this show should follow the guidance, stay at home, with 

the exception of the limited exceptions that have been set out so 

that we protect the NHS through what is still going to be a very 

difficult series of weeks.  

 

AM: But if we follow those rules possibly restrictions beginning to 

be lifted in March? 

DR: Well, we’ve said by spring, by early spring, so we’ve got the 

roadmap. I’ve set it out quite clearly, the targets, the milestones. I 

don’t want to get ahead of that. What we’re going to focus on 

now is delivering. 
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AM: Is the biggest problem ahead the new variants? 

DR: I think the challenge with the variants – and that’s why we’ve 

taken a precautionary approach in the travel corridors, is we’ve 

got to get the genomic sequencing and the analysis done see 

whether they a) are more fatal in terms of their impact on people 

that suffer coronavirus. Secondly, do they undermine the vaccines 

that we’ve got in place? We don’t have the evidence to suggest 

that so far, but what we don’t want to do is find ourselves in two 

or three weeks’ time whereby our vaccine rollout, for example, in 

imperilled because we haven’t taken the precautionary measures 

that we have taken now on travel corridors. So again, as I said, 

the two strategic aims now are protect the NHS and protect the 

rollout of the vaccine. 

 

AM: And to do that are you going to require people coming into 

this country to self-isolate in hotels before they join the rest of the 

population? 

DR: Well, we’ve said we’ll keep all the potential measures under 

review. 

AM: Sorry to jump in, but why keep it under review? You know 

this works in other countries, you know it’s been highly effective in 

other countries, and there is a perpetual suspicion that you’re 

acting slightly too late again and again. Should we be ahead of the 

curve and announcing this now? 

DR: So, first of all I think there is a challenge in its workability, its 

deliverability, but we need to look at that very carefully, you’re 

right, based on the experience of other countries. I don’t accept 

that we’ve been too slow in this. We’ve broadly the same pace in 

terms of Canada and Germany. The system that we’re now putting 

in place as well as the negative tests you have to get on flights to 

come to the UK, within 72 hours of your departure time, we are 

making sure that people fill out the passenger location form. 

We’ve got extra checks to make sure that as people come into this 

country with the travel corridors suspended they go into the 10-
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day self-isolation. There’ll be checks at home, there’ll be checks at 

the border, and I think that is the most effective measure that we 

could take at this point in time. But as I said, obviously we’ll keep 

other potential measures under review. But they’ve got to be 

workable.  

 

AM: Just a couple of days ago Grant Shapps, the Transport 

Secretary, said that quarantine was the most important tool in all 

of this, but the ONS, the government’s own organisation has 

shown that 29 per cent of people coming into the country who 

knew that they should be quarantining didn’t. So it’s not working 

is it? 

DR: Well, I think it’s the most effective measure done correctly 

with the other measures, the pre-departure negative test. And as 

you rightly say, there’s an issue about its enforcement, which is 

why both at the border, the Border Force are going to be 

increasing the checks that are done, but also Public Health 

England are going to increase the checks that people are actually 

quarantining in their home. So I think it’s a fair challenge and 

we’re ramping that up to make it more effective. 

 

AM: But if nearly a third of people are not observing quarantining 

and you’re not putting in new measures to ensure that they do, it 

just requires one person to come into the country and start to 

spread a new variant around. I put it to you again that these 

measures aren’t going to be effective enough. 

DR: No, Andrew, sorry in fairness you’re not taking into account 

what I just told you, which is that we are precisely increasing the 

enforcement checks at the border, through the Border Force, but 

also through PHE, Public Health England, for people in their 

homes. There are fines for not adhering to these rules. What’s 

most important is that we’ve got an effective – proportionate but 

effective system of checks, and that is part of what we’re doing 

this week. 
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AM: The Immigration Service union says that those checks are 

very basic. 

DR: Well no, they’re to check people in the home, as they should 

be. If there’s any doubt about that then we follow up and if people 

are flouting the rules they’ll be fined. That’s crystal clear. 

 

AM: Let’s turn to Universal Credit. Do you think the £20 extra 

should carry on for months or years ahead? 

DR: Well, we introduced that measure, the government introduced 

that to make sure that we can look after the most vulnerable. And 

it was always a temporary measure. So we will always look at 

everything in the round to make sure we can support the most 

vulnerable coming through this crisis. And obviously in March 

there’ll be a budget where again that holistic approach can be 

taken by the Chancellor. But we’ve put that support in place to 

make sure that the most vulnerable communities can be protected 

at this very difficult time. 

 

AM: And many of those most vulnerable communities are of 

course in Red Wall seats. A lot of your colleague are persuaded of 

the case for keeping that payment going. Are you going to order 

them to abstain on the vote tomorrow? 

DR: Well, we will suggest that abstaining on what’s frankly – what 

is effectively a political debate. There is obviously the opportunity 

– again we introduced this measure because we accepted the case 

for additional support for the most vulnerable during the 

pandemic. Of course we’ve got a March budget well before the 

end of the temporary uplift in UC, which is a chance to look at this 

in the round. If you look at what the Chancellor has done right the 

way through the pandemic, from businesses, small businesses, to 

the most disadvantaged, he’s made sure that we’ve got as strong 

economic but also social measures as possible to shield those who 

are most at risk. 
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AM: We are talking about tens of thousands of our fellow citizens, 

for whom £20 a week is the difference between making things 

work and failure. They are desperate to know whether that money 

is going to carry on. Why make them wait? 

DR: We always said this would be a temporary measure. And I 

think it’s right to look at this in the round. You have a March 

budget coming up, and frankly I think it’s right to have scrutiny 

right the way through, but this is a political debate rather than the 

government’s measures, which can I think be looked at in the 

round rather than dripped out one by one just because there’s a 

debate that’s been scheduled by the Labour Party. And there’s 

nothing wrong with that. But make sure that all those issues are 

looked at in the round. And I think strategically and in terms of 

providing holistically the most comprehensive support for the most 

vulnerable communities it’s the right approach to take.  

 

AM: We’ve got this very important G7 coming in the early summer 

in Cornwall. Is your central aim, your central hope to get the US to 

rejoin the Climate Change Accord? 

DR: Look, we’re excited, once we get beyond the difficult weeks 

that we’ve got ahead that with the Brexit deal we’ve got, with this 

year of global leadership, the presence of the G7, we’re hosting 

the COP 26 climate change talks in November, to really lead. 

That’s what leaving the EU and global Britain is all about. One 

really important aspect is bringing countries together to shift the 

dialogue on climate change. We’re delighted that President-elect 

Biden has made clear he wants to rejoin the Paris Agreement. I’ve 

had talks with leading Democrats about what we can do. Excited 

about that. 

 

AM: Are you going to Washington in the next few weeks to talk 

about this more? 

DR: I anticipate being in the US as soon as practical. Obviously we 

just need to wait because the Biden camp have been very clear 

that until inauguration next Wednesday they’re not engaging 
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formally at least with foreign governments. We respect all of that. 

But we’re excited about the opportunities in this area and many 

others.  

 

AM: Let’s talk about the aftermath of Brexit. Fishing organisations 

up and down the country are molten with anger about the 

agreement that you have made and they feel you have 

comprehensively betrayed them. 

DR: Well, no, I don’t accept that. I think this is a great deal for the 

fishing industry, both short term and long term. We get control 

over our fisheries back, full control as an independent coastal 

state. There’s an immediate 15 per cent uplift in our access to 

fisheries for the UK sector in the first year. That rises to two thirds 

in the five-year transition period, then we have annual 

negotiations. And of course the fishing industry is going to want to 

increase its capacity to take advantage of those increased stocks, 

and that’s why we’re putting in a 100 million pounds to shore up, 

to strengthen the fishing industry right across the whole of the UK 

to make sure that this really important opportunity of leaving the 

EU and leaving the transition period can be properly grasped. 

 

AM: Meanwhile lots of fishermen are furious that EU boats are 

inside the six to twelve mile fishing area and in the words of one 

Sunday newspaper this morning, the Scottish fishing industry in 

particular is drowning under red tape. Can I just read you two 

examples? Jamie Macmillan of Loch Fyne Langoustines: ‘we have 

no sales to the EU, our biggest market for live shellfish, in the last 

two weeks. If we go another week without that we are finished.’ 

And Donna Fordyce, who’s Chief Executive of Seafood Scotland, 

says: ‘some businesses which may have been run by families for 

generations are now days away from collapse,’ as a result of the 

agreement you have struck. 

DR: Well, I’m not convinced that that’s a result of the agreement. 

The agreement will – sorry, Andrew, can I answer the question? 

The agreement we’ve struck, both short term and medium term 
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and long term will create huge sustainable opportunities. Of 

course we’ve always said as we leave the transition period and 

with a deal, that even more if we hadn’t done a deal there would 

be some teething problems. We’re very focused on working with 

all the different sectors, including the fishing industry, to resolve 

any of these teething problems, and as I said, there’s 100 million 

pounds  worth of investment going into the UK fishing sector so 

that these really important opportunities can be grasped. 

 

AM: Let’s turn to another issue. You’re an international lawyer, the 

Board of Deputies of British Jews is comparing what’s been 

happening to the Uigars in China to the Holocaust. And there is a 

vote in the House of Commons tomorrow about whether or not 

British courts should have the right to declare foreign countries 

guilty of genocide and therefore refuse trade deals. Now, 

presumable, as an international lawyer, you will be in favour of 

that change. You want Britain to be acting by herself on this big 

issue – working with the United States and other countries, but 

with her own voice. Is it not the case that it’s important that 

Britain has the right to declare other countries guilty of genocide? 

DR: Look, I tell you, as the son of a refugee from the Holocaust I 

couldn’t be more moved and support the spirit of what is being 

proposed. That’s why we took measures this week on Xinjiang and 

to prevent UK businesses supporting or benefiting from or feeding 

into the supply chains in Xianjang and the awful reports we’ve got 

of forced labour, slave labour effectively, forced sterilisation, 

appalling human rights abuses. Whether or not it amounts to 

genocide has to be determined by a court, and of course the bar 

has been set incredibly high and frankly we shouldn’t be engaged 

in free trade negotiations with countries abusing human rights well 

below the level of genocide. I think there is an issue, a challenge, 

a practical workable question as to whether the High Court in this 

country, as opposed to a criminal court, has the investigative 

capacity to actually determine facts on the ground. And I think 

there’s a second issue, which is really in relation to what we now 
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know about the scene Xianjang, the question is whether in relation 

to any country that engages in those human rights abuses, you’ll 

engage in free trade negotiations. That’s what the amendment is 

all about, and that is really about parliament holding the 

government to account, and that’s the relationship, rather than 

have the courts do it. Courts can determine genocide. I think a 

British court, certainly the High Court in this country, wouldn’t 

have the investigate capacity to do that, but we shouldn’t really be 

delegating the political question who you engage in free trade 

negotiations to the courts. That’s something that MPs should hold 

the government to account about and we absolutely embrace that.  

 

AM: A big debate for tomorrow. Dominic Raab, thanks very much 

indeed for joining us today. 

(ends) 

 

 

 


