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ACTUALITY OF BELL CHIMING 

 

DEITH: I’ll be honest with you: I wasn’t sure this was a 

programme I wanted to make – or one you’d want to hear.  It feels like we’ve all heard just 

about as much as we can take about child abuse, past and present.  Did we really want 

another programme raking over what happened, however awful, at a school all those years 

ago?  But, having spent the last few weeks here, I’ve realised that Knowl View might be 

notorious because of Cyril Smith, but the licence he was given in the seventies was extended 

to many others right into the nineties.  Can we really call it historic abuse when, for former 

pupils, it’s always present?  And the attitudes then seem to be echoing in even the most recent 

child abuse scandals. 

 

COLLINS: There are shades of Rochdale overlapping with shades 

of Rotherham here.  There’s familiar themes emerging from both cases, which is that it is 

recognised that children are being exploited, yet there seems to be inaction. 

 

DEITH: Tonight, File on 4 is in Rochdale with former pupils of 

Knowl View, and asking if someone had cared about them, would we have seen the 

exploitation of a generation of girls? 
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SIGNATURE TUNE 

 

SOUND OF CAR 

 

DEITH: The sight of Michael from the car will stay with me. 

Standing next to a pedestrian crossing, his hands gripping the top of the railing, fixed to the 

spot, staring at the place across the road where his school used to be.  He’s a small man, in a 

denim jacket, shirt and jeans.  Michael is the name he’s asked us to use.  

 

MICHAEL: That used to be Knowl View School there in front of 

you.   

 

DEITH: So we’re a little way out of Rochdale.   

 

MICHAEL: Yes. 

 

DEITH: When it was built, was this all countryside? 

 

MICHAEL: All countryside, this.  That was a big farm, behind us.  

It were like a wonderland to me when I first came up here.  I had walked all that way all 

through the snow, because it were snowing that February.  All this were one great big white 

fence what went along there, big white gates. 

 

DEITH: It felt homely.  Michael felt cared for.  He’d never had 

that.  His father was violent.  His mother left.  Knowl View was called a ‘home for 

maladjusted children’.  But, for the time - 1969 - Rochdale was trying something really 

progressive here.  A therapeutic environment for boys from eight to sixteen who had special 

educational needs.  Here teachers and social workers would prepare them for full and happy 

lives.  The Chairman of the Education Committee was here the day Knowl View opened. 

Councillor Cyril Smith was all-powerful. He was Mr Rochdale.  

 

ARCHIVE OF CYRIL SMITH  
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SMITH: Do you want a man to represent you or do you want a 

party robot?  That really is basically the issue. 

 

DEITH: In the early seventies, Cyril Smith was a Liberal 

candidate for Parliament.  During hectic campaigning, he still found time to come here to 

visit Knowl View.  Michael will never forget the day he was taken to the staff room to meet 

the fat man wearing a yellow rosette.   

  

MICHAEL: All as I know,  there was a big man there shouting and 

screaming at me and I don’t even recall what he was shouting and screaming at me for, but 

obviously I have got upset, started to cry and then he cuddled me then, picked me up and sat 

me on his knee. And he put my hand between his legs. 

 

DEITH: A teacher was told what happened. 

 

MICHAEL: He said I would ruin this man’s career by making these 

allegations.  He went mad, foaming at the mouth and his eyes were bulging.  I thought he 

were going to kill me, to be honest with you.  He spanked me in front of everybody. 

 

DEITH: For years, there’d been rumours about Cyril Smith and 

boys.  In fact, more than rumours.  In 1970, Lancashire Constabulary sent the Director of 

Public Prosecutions a file containing claims Smith had indecently assaulted eight teenagers at 

a children’s home he’d founded.  However, the prosecutor said the allegations were 

‘somewhat stale’ and the characters of some of the men would make their evidence ‘suspect’. 

Today, police say, Cyril Smith would be charged.  But then, he got away with it, was elected 

Rochdale’s MP and continued to be welcome at Knowl View.  I believe some of the staff 

knew Smith was abusing boys.  Because some of them were doing it too.  David Higgins was 

one.    

 

MICHAEL: To describe him, he was an outdoor man and he would 

want to take us youth hostelling, camping, walks, potholing, these kind of things.  But the 

man was a predator.  He asked me to go up to his room, and he were, you know, toy fighting 

with me.  Then he tried to kiss me.  I can still feel the stubble on my face, it were a horrible, 

horrible feeling. You know, I thought he might have just wanted a cuddle or something like 
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MICHAEL cont: that, but he weren’t, he was trying to kiss me. The man 

was trying to kiss me.  I screamed obviously and I got out of the room and that is when it 

started for me. 

 

DEITH: He couldn’t get away from Mr Higgins. 

 

MICHAEL: When we used to go camping, he used to always put 

his hand in my sleeping bag and he used to say that he was checking to see if I had wet the 

bed.  But I didn’t wet the bed, but I did not know that he was abusing me. I was relieved 

when younger boys came into school, younger than me, and he turned his attention onto 

them.  

 

MUSIC 

 

ACTUALITY OUTDOORS 

 

DEITH: Thirty years later, two men told police what David 

Higgins had done to them and he was convicted of abuse. Three months ago he was jailed for 

another fourteen years for raping a boy at a primary school in Leeds. But he’s never faced 

charges over what he did to Michael. There was one person – a woman - who he thought was 

showing him a bit of kindness.  

So are we in roughly the right place? 

 

MICHAEL: Yeah.  The one with the white garage or the one with 

the purple garage.  One of those houses.  She started buying me birthday presents and things 

like that, clothes, shoes, boots, those kind of things and then she invited me back to her 

house.  I came from a really, really bad broken home, you know, so she was like a mother to 

me, you know, I trusted her. 

 

DEITH: How old were you at the time? 

 

MICHAEL: Ten, eleven.  At weekends she used to bath me, you 

know.  She taught me how to kiss, because I didn’t know anything about kissing.  She taught 
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MICHAEL cont: me how to French kiss, she put love bites on me. I just 

took it like a motherly thing she were doing with me, because I knew no better.  Sad that 

really, because like I just wanted a friend and home, a mother figure.  

 

DEITH: Have you told anyone what you are telling me about 

what she did? 

 

MICHAEL: I have told the police, I told them exactly where to 

come.  I can’t describe how I am feeling inside, my stomach is in knots, and my brain feels 

numb. So much went on in there. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DEITH: Michael dreads anyone close to him knowing his past. 

He has a partner for the first time in his life, although he tells me it’s nothing to do with love, 

it’s just companionship.  She doesn’t know anything about his childhood.  Even his priest 

doesn’t know what happened to him as a boy.  

 

MICHAEL: I have been alone all the time.  I left Knowl View and 

I’ve been alone for years and years and years, because you can never trust again, you just 

can’t.  Because that’s what we are, we’re lonely people.  Knowl View ruined me, it destroyed 

my life. It finished me. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DEITH: After three years here, Michael couldn’t stand it any 

longer.  He ran away.  He chose a life on the road.  He was just thirteen.  He slept rough and 

did odd jobs.  Other times he had to steal to survive. 

   

MICHAEL: I have been in trouble - petty theft.  I was sent to 

detention centre, that was shortly after Knowl View. And then later in life taking cars, you 

know.  When I say taking cars, I couldn’t drive, I was caught in the cars so I went to borstal.  
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DEITH: In our research for this programme, seven men were 

prepared to talk to us about what they went through at Knowl View. All of them were abused 

– either sexually, physically or emotionally.  And it’s striking how many of them have been 

either inside a borstal (a detention centre) or a prison.  Two men police say are potential 

victims are in secure psychiatric units today.  It makes you wonder how many people locked 

up are carrying the awful secret of being abused in schools and children’s homes. 

  

CRAIG: There’s another level of distrust for those individuals. 

Because often for them they have many times they’ve spoken at some point and been shut 

down, so they’ve been silenced at every single point.  

 

DEITH: This morning I’ve been talking to a psychotherapist, 

Duncan Craig. He runs Survivors Manchester, a charity which helps men who’ve been 

sexually abused or raped.   

 

CRAIG: Over the years, apart from a small handful - five or six 

- every other person that’s been in prison that I’ve worked with has been abused within 

institutions.    

 

DEITH: What kind of number are we talking about?  A dozen, 

fifty, more? 

 

CRAIG: No, we’re talking probably over the past five years 

between eighty and a hundred. 

 

DEITH: And all of those, bar perhaps five or six, suffered abuse 

in an institution of some kind? 

 

CRAIG: Yes, yes.  Institutions around the North West, 

definitely. 

 

ACTUALITY IN NEWSROOM 

  



8 

 

DEITH: After absorbing what Duncan told me about how many 

prisoners have been abused in institutions like Knowl View, I’ve been having a dig around to 

see if the Ministry of Justice has any statistics. And I’ve found a survey from 2012 which 

says a third of prisoners reported being abused as children. Of the men that said they’d been 

abused, a quarter said it was sexual. Whether it was in institutions we don’t know, because 

the survey didn’t ask.  What we do know is that one in four prisoners has been in care 

growing up.  One former pupil of Knowl View is doing ten years for burglary.  I’ll call him 

David.  He started at the school in 1976, so three years after Michael ran away.  For weeks 

I’ve been trying to get permission to go inside the prison to record David’s story. 

Unfortunately the governor said no.  However David said he’d write to me. And his letter 

came this morning.  So, it’s about five pages long and it says, ‘Hi, I’m going to try and give 

you an insight of what my life has been like since Knowl View.  I’ve lost my first two kids 

because of the demons from the hell of Knowl View.  The hurt and pain is never going to 

leave me till the day I die.’  Then he talks about a teacher who took his innocence away as a 

thirteen year old boy.  ‘I break down too many times when I still think about my hours in his 

room over the weeks and months which he sexually abused me.’  He says, ‘Even now, as I’m 

writing this letter, it’s painful, but I’m still going to try for you.  All I’ve ever wanted is the 

people who put me through the horrors would one day pay for taking away my childhood.  

Do I forgive?  No,’ he says, ‘And never will.’  He says, ‘The people behind that place have a 

lot to answer for, how I’ve turned out now, sitting in a prison cell doing ten years with not 

only the pain of losing my little girl for most of her teens, but living now next door to a wing 

of men who find abusing kids fun.  It’s sometimes unbearable.’  He talks a bit about his 

spelling not being the best, but he says, ‘I hope I’ve given you a little insight to me.  Yours 

Sincerely, David.’  I think the bit that’s most shocking is the fact that he’s on a wing next 

door to men who’ve clearly been put in prison for abusing kids and he’s not going to be 

moved from them, because he’s probably not told anyone in prison what he went through, 

that he was an abused child.   

David is one of several men suing Rochdale Council over abuse at Knowl View.  I’ve come 

to see Peter Garsden at law firm, Abney Garsden.  He has brought a long line of cases like 

David’s and has come to understand why some men who’ve been physically or emotionally 

abused commit the crimes they do.  
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GARSDEN: They often have a need to suppress these awful 

feelings, memories of abuse, and they do that using emotional anaesthetic, as I call it, which 

is drink or drugs.  And there’s no better way than suppressing all your emotions than taking 

heroin, because it numbs all the feelings and stops those awful thoughts coming into your 

brain.  You become an automaton, an unfeeling person, and I think that’s what precipitates 

the commission of so many awful crimes, because of the lack of feelings.  But the lack of 

feelings is a suppressor for memories of child abuse and the nightmares, the daytime 

flashbacks that inevitably they will suffer.  So often a typical scenario is the child is abused at 

say fourteen to sixteen, gets into hard drugs, has a really bad time from fourteen to sixteen 

when the memories are fresh, finds a method of suppressing the emotions until one day he 

commits a really serious crime - robbery, murder.  And, you know, we come across that quite 

regularly.  Hardened criminals sitting in front of you, crying like babies.   

 

MUSIC  

 

DEITH: David left Knowl View in 1979.  By this time, some of 

those who’d gone before him were already well into lengthy prison sentences.  During the 

eighties, Martin Digan was a social worker at Knowl View. In 1994, he became Acting Head 

of Care and, to his horror, came across evidence boys had been abused, physically or 

sexually. He was also deeply worried that Cyril Smith – now a governor – had plans to take 

over the whole running of the school from the council. Martin Digan blew the whistle, and 

not long after Knowl View was closed down.  Today I’m going to see Martin Digan, because 

he says he can tell me what happened to some of the boys he kept track of. 

   

DIGAN: I only did this exercise once, because I couldn’t go 

through it twice.  [Beep] went on to do six years for throwing a grenade, homemade grenade, 

which went off.  [Beep] raped a neighbour and went to prison, I’m not sure how long for.  

[Beep] got eight years.  He was a star lad, he was a cracking lad but something flipped.  

[Beep] did twelve years for a gang rape.  [Beep] was a typical dream for a paedophile – 

shocking blond hair, very small, very petite and a really sort of good looking, bonny lad, and 

he was sexually abused on many, many occasions.   

 

PAUL: I got five years for a house robbery.  I don’t like 

talking about this.  I assaulted an old lady.  
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DEITH: This is the blond lad Martin Digan was talking about. 

I’m going to call him Paul.  

 

PAUL: I pressed the doorbell, no one answered, so I went 

through the patio window and as I got through the window the lady came out and I’ve 

grabbed hold of her and I’ve just said, ‘Where’s your money?’ and it were at the side and I’ve 

picked it up.  And she was struggling with me, grabbing my leg and everything, and I’ve just 

kicked out to get her off me, but when I kicked out, I hit her in the face.  I just feel disgusted 

with it. I will never forgive myself for what I did.  A few years later the lady died. Five years 

weren’t long enough for what I did. 

 

DEITH: If you passed Paul in the street, you might think he’s a 

tough nut. But he’s so nervous today he’s had to take a sedative to be calm enough to talk.  I 

notice he’s got ‘Love’ tattooed on his knuckles, his nails are bitten right down and he has 

dark shadows under his eyes. Paul’s mum had a bit of trouble with him and his brother when 

they were boys and in 1989 the council sent them to Knowl View.  By this time, some of the 

staff were meting out terrible violence. A male teacher was the first to lay into Paul.  

 

PAUL: He just battered me.  Spun me around and everything, 

smacked my head off the sink.  He put the mattress over me, started punching the mattress, 

kicking the mattress.  I were bruised, sore.  I ran away, got caught – me, my brother and a 

friend.  We were told to strip naked, stand in each corner of the gym hall.  We were there all 

night, early hours till morning.  It were freezing.  In the morning all the lads come down from 

the dormitories, walked through the gym to the dining room so they could get their breakfast.   

We were just stood there cupping ourselves. 

 

DEITH: Paul suffered that punishment several times. But more 

danger lay outside the school, from paedophiles who went to the centre of town looking for 

boys.  

 

PAUL: People have turned round and said, well, you can make 

money, because we were younger boys, that’s what men wanted, so that is the way that it 

went.  There were a group of us and then when we went down there, we were picked up by 

men, taken to the moors or wherever and abused.  
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DEITH: Paul was fourteen. He tells me the names of seven 

men. They drove sports cars, had good jobs and nice houses, one had a wife, another owned a 

club.  He groomed Paul before starting to abuse him.   

  

PAUL: He were like a sugar daddy, if you know what I mean.  

He looked after me, bought me things, gave me money, took me out to clubs and stuff like 

that.  I know it’s wrong now, but then it were like a father figure sort of thing.  And when he 

drunk at night, he drunk a lot and then when we went back home, he wanted sex.  I weren’t 

comfortable, but I did it because of him. I thought, like, you know, he has done me a lot of 

things and I just ended up doing it. That is why I feel dirty in my body, in my head. I’m just 

so vexed out with it all. I just feel like I am just existing. I might have been better off being 

with my mum.   

 

DEITH: Paul’s mum died two years ago. He has his nan and his 

aunt for support.  But it’s only now they know what Paul endured.  

 

NAN: When he came home, like for weekends, he didn’t 

want to go back, you know, and sometimes he would be kicking and screaming that he had to 

go back, but yet, you know, didn’t open up to us what were going on.  We didn’t know what 

were going on.  But, you know, we couldn’t understand why he were so upset at going back.   

 

AUNT: You know, it’s just totally changed him.  I used to sit 

sometimes and I’d even say, ‘Why do you do the things you are doing?’ and even then he 

wouldn’t tell me, because you do think, you know, why are they like this, no reason for it to 

be like this, until it all come out and then you start putting pieces together then and, you 

know, you think, well, no wonder.  It is not often you see him really smile now.  It’s 

heartbreaking, it really is.  [PAUL CRIES]  All right? 

 

PAUL:  Yes, all right, yes.  

 

AUNT:  Well, now we all know it’s going to make it a lot 

easier, isn’t it? 

 

NAN: Yes. 
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AUNT: It makes it a bit easier when you can talk about it, 

doesn’t it, rather than bottle it up? 

 

MUSIC 

 

ACTUALITY IN NEWSROOM  

 

DEITH: But the authorities knew Paul had been abused and 

kept it to themselves.  Martin Digan was in shock when he got sight of these documents - 

secret reports on the abuse the boys had suffered.  One warns the children are at increasing 

risk of HIV, with an eight year old having sex with men in the town and an intruder attacking 

boys at night - something another confidential report described as ‘an extremely lucky 

escape’.  The intruder was a convicted paedophile who was somehow allowed to live in a tent 

just outside the school fence.  A clinical psychologist wrote a secret report too, detailing the 

abuse of a dozen boys, including Paul.  Paul actually took police to Manchester to show them 

the flats where men had had sex with him. Yet the report notes police felt they shouldn’t be 

involved.  What about social services then?  Well, it says in this report social services decided 

the issue didn’t fall within child protection guidelines.  I find that staggering.  Greater 

Manchester Police is investigating whether there was a criminal cover-up.  

Sitting at home there’s too much time for Paul to think. He’s split up with his girlfriend. 

When he leaves the house he suffers panic attacks and he gets texts from people calling him a 

rent boy.  He has been speaking to the police, because now he does want the past out in the 

open – he wants it all in open court. 

 

PAUL: Things have happened in Knowl View and they’ve just 

got away scot free and they should be brought to justice really.  It should be brought to court 

and it hasn’t been brought to court.  And it just seems to be prolonged all the time and 

nothing’s happening. 

 

DEITH: Prolonging the agony? 

 

PAUL: Yeah. 
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DEITH: Greater Manchester Police are now questioning 

twenty-one former staff and pupils about crimes at Knowl View. The force didn’t want to be 

interviewed, but sent us this statement: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: The investigation into abuse at Knowl View School 

continues, and since the start of the inquiry twenty-four victims have come forward.  We 

have a team of experienced detectives working on the case.  The passage of time makes these 

investigations difficult and complex, but we are committed to supporting victims who now 

have the strength to come forward as best we can. 

  

DEITH: There are a lot of questions the police failed to answer 

twenty, thirty years ago. After Knowl View closed, a former pupil broke his silence and was 

interviewed in the paper.  In a house on the edge of town, a mother turned to her son and said, 

‘Did anything happen to you at Knowl View?’ 

 

MUM: You see allegations of sexual abuse in the paper, you 

think, oh my God. I asked him about it and he just told me like, ‘It’s none of your business, 

I’ll sort it out myself.’  That’s all he kept saying every time.  Every time I brought it up, 

‘Mum, don’t worry about it, don’t worry about it, I’ll sort it out myself.’  That’s all he ever 

said to me. 

 

DEITH: We’ve changed her son’s name to Callum.  She says he 

was about eight or nine when he was sent to Knowl View after the family moved to 

Rochdale. Former Head of Care, Martin Digan, says he was a bright spark. 

 

DIGAN: He was small, chubby, innocent, very quick-witted, not 

the most athletic of children.  Managed to rub some of the kids up the wrong way because he 

was brighter than them a lot of the time.   

 

MUM: He was very clever, boisterous, mischievous, he’s 

lovable. 
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DEITH: Callum’s real name - which we saw when we looked at 

some school records - leapt out at us straightaway.  Last year I made a programme in 

Rochdale about girls being abused by an Asian gang.  The programme had at its heart a 

family whose fourteen year old daughter had been ignored and failed by the authorities.  The 

boy in the Knowl View documents had the same surname as the girl.  In one family, in one 

home in Rochdale, is there a terrible, direct line running straight from Cyril Smith and Knowl 

View to the recent grooming scandal?  Callum refused to talk about Knowl View, but his 

mother has been going over and over his behaviour when he used to come home from school 

at weekends.  

 

MUM: He just changed, he was, like, running away from 

school.  They used to take his shoes off him so he couldn’t run away, but he was that bad he 

used to run away with no shoes on. He was pooing his pants after he’d been there for six 

months, seven months, started pooing his pants.  Took him to the doctors.  They said it was 

just because it was a change of school and he didn’t like it there and he’d get used to it, and 

that’s all we thought. 

 

DEITH: After he left school, Callum went off the rails and was 

in and out of prison. When everything came out about Knowl View, Callum’s mother became 

more and more worried that something really bad must have happened to him there.  Martin 

Digan does know what happened.   

 

DIGAN: I was on what we call a sleepover one night and one of 

the alarms on Bamford Unit - which is the youngest unit – went off.  I immediately went to 

the building - this was around midnight or just after – to find Callum was sat weeping on the 

couch and I sat down next to him and asked him what had happened, you know, what was the 

matter, and he couldn’t get his words out properly.  And one of the other children, who I 

won’t name, came in and he said, ‘Sir, sir, there was a man on our unit,’ and Callum said, 

‘Yeah, he put his hands under the covers, he was in my bed,’ and then he broke down again.  

And another young man came into the unit, who’d witnessed from his own bed space 

opposite what had happened.   I talked to all three boys together and I talked to them 

separately and the description that they gave me the following day could only fit one person. 

That person was a Mr Harry Wild, Chair of Governors, and that’s three boys gave me the 

same description separately and one of them named Harry Wild. 
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DEITH: Harry Wild was a friend of Cyril Smith.  People had 

long suspected him of crimes against boys too.  The 1969 police file on Smith mentioned his 

‘close associate’, saying, ‘Councillor Harry Wild has been viewed with suspicion regarding 

his association with young men and boys.’  Martin Digan called the police that night, but 

Harry Wild was not questioned.  He was brought in by police in 2000.  They were looking at 

Knowl View as part of Operation Cleopatra - a national investigation into abuse in children’s 

homes.  Harry Wild denied the allegations – they were mischievous claims by ‘low grade 

boys’, he said.  He died in 2001, an old man.  Callum died aged twenty.  His heart and lungs 

failed – there was morphine in his system.  

 

MUM: I come downstairs to get the kids ready for school.  He 

used to get in a bad mood if they woke him up, so I’m at it to the children, ‘Just be quiet, 

don’t wake him up.’  And I went over and that’s when I noticed he were dead.  He was, like, 

cold, and I went to the bottom of the stairs and shouted for my partner and he came running 

downstairs. 

 

DEITH: The producer of both programmes I’ve made about 

Rochdale is Sally Chesworth.  It was Sally who first sat down with Callum’s mother to talk 

about the gang who abused her daughter.  We asked if she wanted to know what happened to 

Callum.  She said she did want to know the truth.  So Sally went back last week, to tell her 

what we’d found out.  

 

CHESWORTH: I’m going to tell you now, what we’ve found out in our 

research.  If you want me to stop this recording at any point, you say so. 

 

MUM: I’m fine. 

 

CHESWORTH: I want you to feel like you’re in control of it. 

 

MUM: Yes. 

 

CHESWORTH: [FADES UP] … midnight and he was crying.  He was 

very, very upset.  A man had come onto his dormitory and had put his hands into Callum’s 

bed.  Martin called the police and two other boys gave descriptions of what had happened. 
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MUM: I’ve never heard nothing like that, me.  No, we weren’t 

told, that’s the first I’ve heard of it, what you’ve just told me.  I’m very close to all my 

children, but you didn’t talk about stuff like that then. 

 

CHESWORTH: You were his parent.  Many people would think that 

you should have been told. 

 

MUM: I don’t know what to think – it’s just too much.  I feel 

these people that’s involved, if they’re still alive, should be prosecuted.  If they can’t be 

prosecuted then they need to be named and shamed, because they’ve ruined these young lads’ 

lives.  Their voices weren’t heard, their cries weren’t heard.  They’ve got a lot to answer for 

at Knowl View School, it’s just ridiculous, all this just came out now and it’s like years and 

years down the way.  It’s a bit late now – it’s too late for my son anyway. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DEITH: Harry Wild and Cyril Smith went to their graves 

without being charged with a single crime. Former pupils of Knowl View have been going to 

police with allegations about them and many others for thirty-five years now, and yet only 

one man –teacher David Higgins – has been convicted for crimes at the school. 

 

ACTUALITY IN STREET 

 

DEITH: As Cyril Smith was seeing out his days in his terraced 

home here in Emma Street, undisturbed by police, a few streets away paedophile gangs were 

sexually abusing schoolgirls.  I can see the flats where some of the girls were raped from 

here.  Is it coincidence that both scandals happened in the same town?  Callum’s mother 

doesn’t think so. Her children – first her son, then her daughter, suffering in silence while 

those in power protected their abusers.   

 

MUM: Same thing, isn’t it?  It’s just Rochdale Council, it’s 

absolutely pathetic.  Everything needs to be brought out because it’s no good hiding stuff, 

you need to know everything, because I wouldn’t trust nobody.  They just push it aside, just 

think, oh, that’ll just go away.  Well they won’t go away.  It carries on and carries on and 



17 

 

MUM cont: carries on.  I’ve got no trust in any authority 

whatsoever – the police, social services, boarding schools, nobody. 

 

DEITH: I wanted to sit down with Rochdale Council to discuss 

the family’s case and the echoes of Knowl View in the grooming scandal.  But the council 

refused to talk to me about it, or talk about it in their statement, which says this: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Rochdale Council has set up a wide-ranging and 

independent review.  Be assured that we are resolute in our determination to detail the full 

events at Knowl View, no matter how uncomfortable, and we, as much as anyone else, hope 

the criminal investigation is both thorough and speedy and that our own review can resume as 

soon as possible.  The council has passed over all files relating to Knowl View and we have 

given Greater Manchester Police free access to all information and are co-operating at every 

level. 

 

ACTUALITY OF CAR DOOR OPENING 

 

DEITH: I’ve just stopped to buy the papers, because the story in 

every single one of them is of another Rochdale – it’s in Rotherham this time.  The torture of 

girls by Asian sex gangs. The Times’ headline is, ‘The scandal of the 1,400 lost girls.’  An 

independent report has found that there are suspicions of collusion and cover up.  Victims 

either weren’t believed, or if they were, the authorities were just indifferent. Exactly like in 

Rochdale in the sixties, seventies, eighties and nineties.  Did the fact that the authorities let 

Cyril Smith go untouched set some sort of tone?  Did it create a culture that allowed people to 

abuse children while the authorities decided to cover it up or chose not to care? 

 

COLLINS: If Cyril Smith had been prosecuted, from what I’ve 

seen of the prosecution papers, there’s a real likelihood that he would have been convicted. 

Had he been convicted, that would have sent a clear message, I would have thought, through 

Rochdale and much further afield that there was clearly a problem, and that problem would 

not have been so easy to brush away.  I think that had a very long tale and that tale continued 

right up until recent times. 
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DEITH: Alan Collins is a child abuse lawyer.  His firm, Slater 

Gordon, is representing four of the men suing Rochdale Council over Knowl View. He says 

holding the abusers and the authorities from Smith’s era to account is vital if we’re ever to 

understand and face up to the forces - the fear, the power and politics - which seem to keep 

combining to keep child abuse hidden.  Forces which we’ve seen also paralysed the council 

in Rotherham.  

 

COLLINS: There are shades of Rochdale overlapping with shades 

of Rotherham here.  There’s familiar themes emerging from both cases, which is that it is 

recognised that children are being exploited, yet there seems to be inaction.  We’ve seen that 

there were investigations at Knowl View, where members of staff have raised concerns, but 

then, as those concerns seem to have gone up the ladder as it were, everything becomes 

obscure, opaque and we have to hope that the police and the Rochdale Inquiry discovers what 

exactly happened at the top, as it were, you know, was action taken?  If action wasn’t taken, 

why not? 

 

DEITH: That’s why the victims want to know the full story of 

this so-called historic abuse, so children don’t suffer in the future.  It was Rochdale’s MP 

Simon Danczuk who, two years ago, stood up in the House of Commons and outed Cyril 

Smith as a paedophile. He says it’s obvious we haven’t learned the lessons of the past.  

 

DANCZUK: Knowl View links the historic to the recent, the 

grooming, it’s a continuum of abuse, and the public would have assumed that child protection 

would have come on leaps and bounds between the 1960s and where we are in 21st century, 

but the reality is that it hasn’t come on in leaps and bounds at all.  I’m sure there’s more 

manuals and more frameworks and more forms filled in, but in reality we’re not any better at 

listening to children or taking action when children are being abused.  I mean, it’s incredible 

really. 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

 


