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16 January 2009 

 
Today at Glasgow Sheriff Court Sheriff Martin Jones QC sentenced 
David Whitelaw and Jeffrey Carrigan to two years imprisonment after 
they were found guilty of assaulting Neil Lennon in Glasgow on the 1 
September 2008. 
 
On sentencing Sheriff Jones made the following statement in court: 
 
 
“David Whitelaw and Jeffrey Carrigan you have been convicted of a vicious, brutal 
and cowardly attack upon an innocent member of the public, who was making his 
way home in the early hours of the morning of 1 September 2008 in Ashton Lane, 
Glasgow.  That is an area popular with the public for its bars and restaurants, where 
members of the public should be safe. Therefore, such an attack will be viewed very 
seriously by the court regardless of who the victim may be.  Those who are convicted 
of unprovoked mindless acts of violence will face significant punishment. 
 
In your case David Whitelaw the jury rejected, very firmly, that you were acting in 
defence of your co-accused and in your case Jeffrey Carrigan they also rejected, 
very firmly, your contention that the complainer had provoked the incident. The 
complainer was assaulted by both of you, while acting together, and after he had 
been punched to the ground and was lying defenceless there, you repeatedly kicked 
him about his head and body at a time when, as described by one witness, he was 
curled up trying to protect himself and offering no resistance.  At some stage during 
this mindless attack he was rendered unconscious but that did not deter you from 
persisting in the attack.  Once it had ended you left the complainer lying on the 
ground and made good your escape with no concern for your victim and no 
appreciation for the possible consequences of your action.   
 
The jury by their verdict have rejected your assertions that it was the complainer who 
was the aggressor and had assaulted the second accused.  The complainer was 
indeed fortunate that he did not receive more serious injuries standing the nature and 
ferocity of the assault. 
 
Having considered all of what has been said on your behalf and having regard to 
each of your respective schedules of previous convictions I sentence you both to 2 



years imprisonment.  I see no reason to distinguish between you.  David Whitelaw 
your sentence will be backdated to the date you were taken into custody, which was 
25 September 2008. Jeffrey Carrigan your sentence will be backdated to the date 
your bail was withdrawn, which was 13 January 2009”. 
 


