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AM: One British citizen whose plight has been prominent in the 

Tory leadership race is Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe. Imprisoned in 

Iran after being convicted of spying, something she has always 

maintained is a false charge. She is now on hunger strike, as is 

her husband, Richard who joins me from his vigil outside the 

Iranian Embassy in central London. Welcome, Richard Ratcliffe. 

Second day of your hunger strike. You’ve spoken to Nazanin I 

think yesterday and she was quite calm. But you’re both parents. 

Can I ask you how far you’re prepared to push this? 

 

RR: Good morning, Andrew. Yes, you’re right. I spoke to her 

yesterday, she was calm and she said she’d started doing it and 

we’ll see how long it lasts.  I think my job is to keep going as long 

as she goes if I can and you’re right, we are both parents to 

Gabriella and obviously it’s important that this doesn’t go to the 

bitter end. 

 

AM: So you’re not going to imperil your lives. What would you 

really realistically hope and expect from the Iranians behind you in 

the building there in response? 

 

RR: So the message from Nazanin of course is enough’s enough 

and I think she wanted to make it clear to the authorities in prison 

that this can’t go on. And my job in campaigning is always to 

amplify her message and to make it visible. That’s partly why I’m 

here making it really clear. I don’t think if I’m honest the Iranian 

authorities are going to come out on Monday and say okay fine, 

we’re going to release her. I think it’ll play through inside Iran and 

we’ll see and we’ll need to respond to their actions there. 
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AM: And this is all now taking place in the context of a new and 

rather dangerous looking dispute about oil tankers in the Gulf. 

How concerned are you that Nazanin’s story is going to be swept 

up in this bigger political crisis? 

 

RR: So I think there’s always been a backdrop of things that are 

tough and you’re right, that the oil tanker seems to have escalated 

quite a lot, so we’re always worried and always there’s never a 

good time for our story. In terms of how things escalate we do 

watch it quite closely. I think we’ll see how things unfold. My 

instinct is it’s ambiguous. I had a chat with the Foreign Secretary 

yesterday, it felt like there were sort of mixed signals coming out 

of Iran so we’ll see  hopefully that it won’t go any further. 

 

AM: You talk about the Foreign Secretary. Overall generally and 

not focusing on one person particularly have you had more or less 

what you’d hoped for from the British political class? 

 

RR: Look, I’ve been pretty rude about a number of politicians over 

my time. She’s still in prison. My job is to keep campaigning which 

means to keep complaining about the government and the 

ministers that are in charge. I think at different points you know 

things have happened that have not gone perfectly and you know 

she still remains in prison, so it’s our job to keep going. 

 

AM: Not gone perfectly. Your wife’s name has been used in the 

Tory leadership campaign as a stick with which to beat Boris 

Johnson in particular. Do you think that’s fair? 

 

RR: Look, I think he clearly made a mistake and clearly tried to 

correct it and made a promise that he wasn’t able to deliver on. At 

times I resent him for it and there are bits I did resent him for, but 

yes, I  think he probably got over criticised for some things,  

under criticised for some things and the job is now with Jeremy 

Hunt and we push Jeremy Hunt to solve it. 
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AM: Finally, you’re on day two of your hunger strike, early days 

but how are you feeling? 

 

RR: Yeah, cold and hungry is the truth and a bit  wet at the 

moment. Yeah, I think it’s given me a new insight as to what it’s 

like to sleep on the pavements, certainly. 

 

AM: Cold, hungry and wet, Richard Ratcliffe thank you very much 

indeed for joining us this morning 

 

Ends  


