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AM: Angela Rayner, can you think yourself back to that moment 

when you looked in the mirror or looked out of the window and 

decided not to run for leadership? 

AR: Well, I look back at the devastating result we had which was 

the worse result we’ve had in 85 years and I was really upset 

about that and I reflected on that over Christmas and thought 

how can I best help Labour get into power. Because that’s why I 

ultimately became a Labour MP. And I felt my organising skills 

were there for me to be bombastic, be that John Prescott type 

figure that can reconnect with our working class communities, and 

that’s why I went for Deputy. 

 

AM: But why did you not go for the leadership, because you know 

that you are very, very widely admired in the Labour Party? Had 

you gone for the leader you’d have been streets ahead at this 

point. 

AR: Well first of all I’ve never ever taken the support I’ve had from 

the Labour membership or my voters for granted and I’m really 

pleased that they re-elected me because it was looking a bit scary 

for a while. And for me it was about assessing how I can best be 

part of a collective to take us back into power, and I felt my 

organising skills and my dedication to the Labour Party, both 

everything that we’ve done in government and what Jeremy 

Corbyn has done since he’s been leader I can connect throughout 

the whole of our membership base to get us back into power. 

 

AM: Well you reference Jeremy Corbyn there but I had John 

McDonnell, very closely associated with Jeremy Corbyn of course, 

in that very seat a couple of weeks ago and I asked him about you 

and he said he was backing Richard Burgon because, and I quote: 

“Richard Burgon has solidly supported my politics and Jeremy all 
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the way through, which Angela didn’t.”  What do you think he 

means by that? 

AR: Well John is, you know, part of our – has been part of our 

Labour legacy and front bench and he’s done a fantastic job, 

especially around the economy and he knows I fully support that. 

But I think also what we’ve got to do is broaden our base, so we 

can’t just fragment into I’m part of that part of the Labour Party 

and not part of that. We’ve got to come together. 

AM: So there’s a factionalism? 

AR: Well I think there has been a factionalism and  there’s been 

an undercurrent and a culture in the Labour Party where people 

have felt that they’ve not been welcomed, even though we’ve had 

the biggest party across Europe. And I think what we’ve got to do 

is recognise that we won’t all have the same opinion but actually 

as a collective we have to work towards getting into government 

and resonate with the people of this country. And we didn’t do 

that at the General Election and we have to recognise that. 

 

AM: Was perhaps John McDonnell’s unease because you have in 

the past backed Tony Blair on some issues and that’s become 

unspeakable in the Labour Party? 

AR: Well actually one of the things that I was able to do with the 

National Education Services across all wings of our party was bring 

people together and John McDonnell and Jeremy Corbyn praised 

the Sure Start programme which the last Labour government 

came forward. I came forward with Sure Start Plus. We know from 

the figures that I’ve published today that the government have cut 

Sure Start by one third and that’s really devastating, because our 

country’s about a country of aspiration. The working class of this 

country want to see their children do well and by cutting Sure 

Start and Early Years programme and schools actually a lot of 

people can’t do well in this country now and that’s very 

frustrating. 
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AM: Do you think if you put – it’s very difficult – if you put the Iraq 

War to one side actually people in the Labour Party should look in 

a more friendly way on the legacy of the Blair and Brown years? 

AR: Any Labour government is better than the Conservative one 

and if you look at what we’ve got now, the devastating cuts that 

councils are facing at the moment, that’s going to continue you 

know. We’ve got the Budget coming up in the next couple of 

weeks; austerity is continuing under Boris Johnson. We’ve got to 

be an effective opposition to hold them to account because our 

communities cannot wait until we get our act together and get 

into government. We’ve got to be there now together working, not  

trashing our past, but actually working together taking ourselves 

forward. Whether that’s through the Tony Blair government, the 

Gordon Brown government or whether that’s through Jeremy 

Corbyn’s time as the leader of our party, we’ve got to take all of 

that forward and get the best of it. I’ve never agreed with 

everything that every leader of our party has ever said, but 

actually what we do need to do is come forward to have those 

Labour values into what we say as policy. 

 

AM:  Your rival, Richard Burgon, has suggested that before any 

future Labour government takes this country to war, the Labour 

membership should have a vote. Do you agree with that? 

AR: I think it’s practically impossible, but I do understand the 

ethos of what Richard was trying to say and I do understand that 

members are fearful   -  

AM: But it can’t be done really? 

AR: - but I don’t think it’s practical. The ability to do it is practical. 

What people out there want to know is that we will do whatever it 

takes to keep our country safe and that’s not always military 

intervention by the way and that’s what I think we should focus 

on. 
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AM: Let’s look a bit more at your policies. What is your own 

personal view of freedom of movement and extending freedom of 

movement? 

AR: I think we’ve got to have a fair system. I think freedom of 

movement as it currently stands as we leave the EU will end and 

we’ve got to have a fair system. We can’t have a points system 

that actually doesn’t recognise that actually our values and what 

we’ve stood for as a country, about how people have come and 

contributed to this country is the most important. I tackled Nigel 

Farage on it during the General Election ‘cause I think it’s 

disgusting what some of our politicians have said to denigrate 

people have come to our country and work and contribute here. 

 

AM; The Labour Conference passed a Motion saying that it should 

be extended, freedom of movement. Do you agree with that? 

AR: I think that we should be celebrating people coming to this 

country and working hard. I think there’s a misconception that 

there’s suddenly awash, our country’s awash with people that are 

coming here, getting free benefits, getting social housing. It’s just 

not true. People come to this country, they work hard. We have to 

have a fair system that people understand. 

 

AM: If you are Deputy Leader, which you probably will be, would 

you be fighting to extend freedom of movement? 

AR: I’ll be fighting to make sure we have a fair system that’s 

transparent, that recognises that our country has always had 

immigration and it’s always been a positive for this country. 

 

AM: One more time. Would you be fighting to extend freedom of 

movement? 

AR: I’ll be making sure that everyone’s welcome in this country 

and contributes to this country.  

AM; Everybody’s welcome? 

AR: Not a hostile environment which this government has created. 
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AM: ‘Cause you see you lost in your constituency around 5,000 

votes in this election. You kept your seat about you lost 5,000 

votes and presumably you have talked to at least some of those 

people who were Labour voters and moved to the Tories, as they 

have done all across the country. And you must know that one of 

the issues that they were moving on was immigration. And it may 

be - it’s a painful hard lesson for the Labour Party – but maybe 

you are out of touch with your own voters when it comes to 

immigration. 

AR: There’s a couple of things that my electorate told me. One 

was that they didn’t think that we had a coherent policy on Brexit. 

They were angry about that.  They felt that our offer was  more of 

a retail offer and that it wasn’t achievable. They felt that we 

wasn’t going to keep the country safe and they were concerned 

about that. And they wanted a fair system on immigration.  They 

didn’t say they wanted to end freedom of movement, they said 

they want a fair system. This country has always been a fair 

system. 

 

AM: They heard the Labour Party apparently being in favour of 

almost open borders when it comes to immigration, extending 

freedom of movement which is what we were talking about and 

that’s what a lot of people didn’t like.  

AR: Well you see this is the interesting thing, ‘cause a lot of 

people think that the red wall seats, Midlands and the north, is 

that we’re all somehow you know closet racists and we don’t like 

people coming to this country. It’s completely untrue.  We’re 

actually quite a migrant country anyway and have been, you 

know. I’ve got a huge Irish community and they’ve been there for 

decades as well as our Windrush generation that’s been attacked. 

So actually what we want and what my voters say to me they 

want a transparent fair immigration policy that recognises 

contributions that people make to this country. 
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AM: And to want some kind of immigration controls does not make 

you racist. I mean absolutely we accept that. 

AR: No, it doesn’t. It doesn’t. 

 

AM: Let’s move on to something else which –  

AR: But it’s not one extreme or the other, Andrew, it’s about 

making sure the system’s a fair transparent system.  

 

AM: I see that. What about education? You were very forthright in 

your views on private schools and so forth, what about 

universities, what’s your view on what should happen to the 

British university system? 

AR: Well, it should be a fair system. The system at the moment is 

rigged right from the early years all the way through to 

universities and vocational education. Many of our young people, 

and people who want to go back into education, feel they’re 

locked out of that and whether that’s because of the private 

system –  

AM: I’ve heard the phrase, ‘Comprehensive universities.’ Is that 

one that you would recognise? 

AR: Absolutely, yeah, because we said in our – it’s one of our 

ideas from the conference and our manifesto was about creating 

more mutuals, more comprehensive system. I’m still clear. I want 

a comprehensive education system in this country. It’s not 

because I’m ideologically driven by that, it’s because I know 

internationally that’s the best for every single child in this country. 

The system now is rigged. You can see that by Boris Johnson 

become Prime Minister. 

 

AM: You started off talking about your feelings when you saw that 

election result coming in and you said afterwards, “A few new 

policies will not put things right. We must rethink and renew our 

purpose and how we convince people to share it. Either we face 

up to new times or we become irrelevant.” And yet for the  

leadership you are backing Rebecca Long Bailey who does not 
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believe that any of the policies that you had in that manifesto are 

wrong and wants to stick by all of them. How do you explain that? 

AR: Well, Rebecca Long Bailey I think is the best candidate for 

leader. That’s my view. I think it’s about time we had a woman 

leader of the Labour Party and that’s why I’m backing her. She’s 

no continuation Corbyn, she’s no man’s property. She will be the 

leader that takes us into government, I believe. What she talks 

about however is the strategy that we have and this retail type 

offer just doesn’t connect with the voters and I don’t think 

Rebecca is the continuation candidate. 

AM: But all the same policies?  

AR: Well I think it talks about our values, Andrew. 

 

AM: All the same policies, all of them in the same manifesto, going 

forward hoping it’s different its time? 

AR: Well in a couple of years time the world will be a very 

different place, so take the immediate issue we’ve got now 

whether that’s leaving the European Union and what that looks 

like. Whether that’s climate change and the industrial – green 

industrial revolution that me and Rebecca worked on. I think these 

are things that we’ve got to really push forward. So things will be 

different in the next couple of years. And I know that Rebecca 

recognises that as well. And I know that she’s got the ideas to 

take us forward and that’s why I’m supporting her. 

 

Ends  

 

 


