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AM: Lisa Nandy, good morning and welcome. Can I ask you, this 

has been an extraordinary time in politics. Do you think that 

ordinary politics is for now suspended? 

LN: Yes, I think very much so, in that we clearly need to see 

political consensus. We need to reach across the political divide in 

a politics that’s become very angry and tribal in recent years and 

work together to deal with the biggest challenge that we’ve faced 

for decades. But there is a real problem I think. I know you’ve got 

Matt Hancock on the programme later, and he’s been out making 

statements this week. He’s obviously trying his best, but I think 

even he would accept that the last 48 hours has been a real 

shambles. You had a government that effectively was sending out 

the Chief Scientific Advisor on Friday morning saying, ‘don’t cancel 

mass events,’ and by Friday evening was briefing the media that 

they should be cancelled. They said that they’ve given powers to 

the police and immigration officers to arrest sick people, and then 

they effectively stuck on an ‘out of office’ and went to ground for 

24 hours. This is causing serious concern out in the public. People 

just don’t know what to do for the best. We’ve seen people 

stockpiling in supermarkets. We’ve seen people ringing schools all 

around the country considering whether to actually just take their 

children out of school because they’re worried about their safety. 

Now, you know, my message is very clear. There is no reason to 

panic, but we need far more information from the government, 

along the lines that the Italian Ambassador the South Korean 

Minister were talking about. This is a public health crisis and so 

the public must have confidence in the strategy that the 

government’s following.  

 

AM: And we don’t know how long it’s going to go on for or how 

bad it’s going to be. If you became Labour leader and the 
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Conservatives said, ‘it’s time for a national government for next 

year,’ would you agree to that? 

LN: Well, I think we certainly need to work together in order to 

deal with this. I mean, I can’t see any prospect really that Boris 

Johnson’s going to invite us into government, but I, as leader, 

would certainly want to step forward and work together to deal 

with this. I would insist that we immediately publish the advice on 

which the strategy is based so that the public can have confidence 

about it. We need an information campaign. At the moment the 

government is just putting out gifs, saying, ‘wash your hands,’ 

when just a few months ago we had £104 million spent on a get 

ready for Brexit campaign. These things can be done, and we 

need to see far more information in the public domain.  

 

AM: Sorry to jump in. The government have said that they are 

going to explain and publish the advice in much more detail than 

they have. Can I ask you, we’re probably on the edge of a whole 

series of new, very draconian measures being taken by ministers, 

which may last for two years. In the current context, will the 

Labour Party support those measures? 

LN: Well, it depends what they are. I mean, I certainly think that 

we need to take immediate action now to safeguard people’s 

health. And I think the public largely support that. But I’m really 

quite concerned about the idea that we’re giving sweeping powers 

to the police and immigration officers in order to detain people 

who are sick, whilst we don’t actually seem to have a real plan to 

deal with our older people, and the fact that many of them are 

now going to be asked to self-isolate for several months at a time. 

There wasn’t a penny in the budget last week for social care, in 

new funding, despite the fact that we know that that is going to 

be one of the chief ways that we actually care for people. We 

can’t have everybody in hospitals. We need a workers’ task force 

set up to make sure that we deal with the outstanding issues of 

sick pay so people aren’t going into work too ill and infecting other 

people. There are major, major issues that the government just 
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quite simply hasn’t addressed so far. And if I do win in this contest 

to become Labour leader, we will be crossing the floor in order to 

say to the government let’s work together, we need to urgently 

deal with these. 

 

AM: Now, you mentioned the budget just now. One thing we do 

know about this government is that it is a much, much higher 

spending Conservative government than we might have expected. 

Billions and billions and billions of extra investment, many of it 

coming towards to north. Isn’t the danger for the Labour Party 

that they have simply taken your clothes and that Labour’s 

traditional response is, ‘yeah, but we need to spend even more,’ 

isn’t going to be enough? 

LN: Well, I want to build a consensus about investment and build 

a consensus about investing in areas that have seen economic 

decline for 40 years, including my own town in Wigan. So I very 

much welcome the change of tack from the government. The 

problem with the budget last week was that it didn’t actually do 

any of those things. The money that was announced for buses, for 

example, five billion for buses, had already been announced 

before. They said they were going to spend 600 billion, but we got 

less than a hundred. Most of the things that the government said 

that they were going to do, tearing up the Treasury rules, getting 

investment into areas that haven’t seen it for a long time, getting 

rid of business rates and replacing it with a tax that actually 

provides a level playing field for our high streets and takes on 

some of those internet companies, they just haven’t done it. 

They’ve set up review after review after review and we’ve got to 

do better than this. They won an election in December promising 

to turn the situation around. We’re going to hold them to account 

for it. 

 

AM: Well, they’re moving parts of the Treasury to the north. 

There’s a £1.8 billion devolution deal for West Yorkshire, and they 

say they’re borrowing £600 billion for investment. So they are 
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doing some things. It’s beginning to sound a little bit like politics 

as usual, if I may say so. 

LN: Well, I want to see them actually deliver. And when they do 

announce investment, and they announced the five billion for 

buses, I very much welcomed it. But if you look at the small print 

behind the money that’s going to city devolution deals across the 

country, the Treasury has already decided how much of that 

money’s going to be spent. So whilst they’re talking about getting 

investment into the north, the midlands, north Wales, parts of the 

country that haven’t seen it for a long time, this is a power grab 

from Whitehall. And there’s a reason that Take Back Control 

resonated in areas like mine like no other slogan in my lifetime. 

It’s because people want real power to make those decisions for 

themselves. And that is the leadership that Labour needs to show 

now, that we will be the party that doesn’t just get wealth out into 

our regions but actually gets power out there as well.  

 

AM: In terms of taking back control, one thing that’s clear is that 

any new government, a Labour government in the future, not just 

this government, is now in charge of its own immigration policy. If 

you become Labour leader and the Labour prime minister, what is 

your immigration policy going to be? 

LN: I think we need a much more flexible immigration policy that 

can respond to the very different needs in nations and regions of 

the United Kingdom. The immigration policy that the prime 

minister announced, a points-based policy which is something 

Labour brought in for countries outside of the EU when we were 

last in government, doesn’t deal with issues, for example, in 

Scotland, where there’s an ageing population, where they need to 

attract a higher workforce. And so I think there’s a very strong 

case actually for having a flexible immigration policy that reflects 

the very different needs across the United Kingdom, and that 

should be built from the ground up by the leaders in those areas. 
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AM: You say flexible and you say local, buy in essence do you not 

want to keep free movement? 

LN: I do. I believe in free movement.  

AM: That was rejected twice in two elections by the British 

electorate. 

LN: Well, having spent the last ten years talking about these 

issues and listening to people in areas that voted to leave, I know 

that the problem with free movement wasn’t that people could 

come in and work in our hospitals or our social care sector, it was 

the fact that we used it as an excuse not to invest in young people 

in many towns around the country. We abolished the nursing 

bursary, we abolished the education maintenance allowance, we 

got rid of university grants. And so we’ve pulled the rug out from 

under those young people and denied them opportunities as well. 

We’ve got to invest in our young people. That’s how free 

movement becomes sustainable. But I believe in the right of 

people to go and work where they want, live where they want, 

marry who they want, study where they want. I think it makes for 

a better country.  

 

AM: Finally, you are conducting this leadership campaign against 

the most extraordinary background you could ever have imagined. 

Presumably having to cancel meetings, no longer shaking hands 

with Labour activists going up and down the country. How are you 

possibly managing to campaign? 

LN: Well, at the start of this contest we launched an App, which 

was designed to be able to be used on people’s phones so that 

they could call up Labour members from wherever they were and 

see if they could persuade them to vote for me. We’ve actually 

taken that App now and offered it to be used to deal with the 

coronavirus crisis, particularly the fact that there’ll be a lot of older 

people stranded in their homes for quite some time, and we want 

to make sure that the loneliness epidemic doesn’t get worse 

during this time. So we’ve changed what we’re doing during the 

campaign. We’ve adapted. That’s politics, that’s life, that’s the sort 
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of Labour Party that I want to lead. So we’re doing much more 

virtual Q&As and we’re not doing selfies any more, unfortunately, 

but I’ve said to all of the people who’ve joined the campaign and 

got really enthused by it over recent months, the nandwagon will 

continue to roll on. And we’ve got three weeks left and there’s 

everything to play for. 

 

AM: Thank you very much.  

(ends) 

 


