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AM: Mr Trombetta, we’ve seen these glorious scenes of Italians 

standing on balconies singing from the roofs, but the lockdown, 

you don’t know yet whether the national lockdown is going to 

work, do you? 

A: Well, first of all good morning, Andrew. Yes, we don’t know yet 

because we will see the effects of the measures that we’ve been 

taking the last few days and weeks in the next few days. But just 

let me spend one word on people singing on the balcony and the 

terraces and the windows. My daughter commented that Italy is 

the only country where a quarantine can turn into a street party.   

But this shows not only the wit of the Italian people, but also the 

resilience I have to say. And for those like me, like us, living 

abroad I think it is a comfort to know that the Italian people, our 

friends, our family in Italy are yes, isolated but they are not lonely.  

 

AM: I suppose the big question for other European governments is 

how long can this go on? Because I know in Britain there is a 

worry that fatigue will set in. After a few weeks you know the 

mood changes and people have had enough time inside and if 

they then come out just as the virus is peaking, then you can have 

a much worse situation. 

A: Yes we know this is a marathon, obviously. I mean and we 

know that we need people to be helping, you know, the 

government to implement the decision. As the South Korean 

Foreign Secretary said, my government has been acting in full 

transparency and keeping people fully informed. I think, we think, 

this is the best way us to guarantee that they will be following us 

all the way through. 
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AM: Now I said at the beginning you’d had a particularly grim time 

of it in Italy, do you know why? 

A: Honestly, I don’t know. I think simply we are a little bit ahead 

compared to other European countries. The curve shows that 

what’s happening in Italy is going to happen also in other 

countries. Why it started in Italy honestly I don’t think anybody 

knows.  

 

AM: You’ve got an older population than many other European 

countries, is that part of the story? 

A: Well, that could justify the number of deceased, partially, but 

even there you need more scientific evidence which we don’t have 

at the moment. 

 

AM: I’ll be talking to Matt Hancock in a moment about the British 

NHS but you have a very, very sophisticated and admired health 

system, particularly in Lombardy, and it’s been virtually 

overwhelmed, been close to being overwhelmed. What advice do 

you think you have for other countries given what’s happened in 

the Italian health system? 

A: It is right, especially in Lombardy to say it is a model for the 

rest of Europe and it’s coping very well. Of course it’s under 

pressure at the moment but it’s coping very well and hopefully we 

will contain, you know the contagion in that area. The advice to 

other countries, I think every country and every government of 

course is to make the decision, the right decision for its own 

people and we respect that. What we could do is to share 

experience, to share views on how to face what is a pandemic, so 

we need sort of all the world to be onboard.  

 

AM: Because you’ve been opening other buildings, I think hotels 

and other buildings and turning them into temporary hospitals.  

A: Yes, yes. I mean it depends very much on the scale you know 

of the outbreak and on the areas being affected. 
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AM: And there have been distressing stories of doctors having to 

make life or death choices between different people, as to who 

lives, who dies. 

A: It is. It is a tough decision, a tough choice for doctors. I think 

what they try to do is to save as many lives as possible and if they 

have to make that decision, when they have to make their 

decision I don’t want to be in their – I wouldn’t like to be in their 

shoes. But we have very professional people and they are doing 

really more than their best. 

 

AM: On Friday you had the highest number of deaths in one day, 

more than 250.  How long do you think it is before Italy is over 

the worst? 

A: I don’t know. As I say it is important now in the next few days 

to see how the measures that the government has been 

implementing, especially the lockdown, let’s say of the whole 

country, will then affect. But I suppose in the next days we will 

already have a better idea.  

 

AM:  A better idea. And you have, as I said before, almost put 

your entire county into lockdown. You have almost closed Italy.  

How long can this go on for? I mean there’s lots and lots of Italian 

businesses, restaurateurs and others wondering how long before 

they can reopen again. Wondering how long before the money 

runs out. 

A: Well, of course this has to be assessed but talking about 

business the government today, the Cabinet is meeting and they 

are discussing and approving a plan to support family, to support 

the health system, to support business. 

 

AM: Now everybody is concerned that there will be a second wave 

of this virus. What is the government’s plan in Italy to deal with – 

everyone comes out of lockdown, life restarts and then perhaps in 

the winter it comes back again. Is that being thought about? Is 

there a plan for that? 
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A: It has been thought about that. We’ll see. We’ll see if there is a 

second wave or not. I think that in that case the experience that 

we have had so far will really help us to guide to make the right 

decision.  

 

AM: The South Korean Minister was saying just now it’s very 

important to get better international cooperation. Given Italy’s 

experience do you agree with that? 

A: I fully agree with that. The Italian Prime Minister was on the 

phone the other day with Prime Minister Johnson and they 

precisely talked about that, you know. How we can first of all I 

was saying before, exchange experiences, but also how can we 

work together in a coordinated effort. The G7, for instance, can be 

a very important gathering of leaders. Sometimes we wonder 

what these gatherings, what these international institutions are 

for. This is the moment when they are particularly important and 

useful.  

 

AM: Ambassador, thanks very much indeed for talking to me this 

morning. 

 

Ends  

 

 


