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AM: As you might have noticed there is a contest going on to 

choose a future Prime Minister. I am of course referring to the 

Liberal Democrat leadership race. Really? I hear you say. Well one 

of the candidates, Sir Ed Davey, thinks he could end up in Number 

10 and he joins me now.  

AM: Ed Davey, really? 

ED: Yes. This is the Liberal Democrat moment to win a people’s 

vote to stop Brexit and then to win the General Election 

afterwards. I think I’m the Leader to do that. I’ve got a plan to 

stop Brexit with my proposal for a government of national unity 

and I’m putting forward a vision to the party members beyond 

Brexit, where we tackle the cause of Brexit, inequality, particularly 

regional inequality, but we also tackle the other crises. For 

example the climate change crisis.  

 

AM: We’re going to talk about all of that, I promise you. But you 

also have experienced, you’ve said, you know, you were in a real 

Cabinet, you were part of the Coalition Cabinet which of course a 

lot of people inside the Liberal Democrats and outside remember 

for austerity and cuts and your competitor, Jo Swinson has said 

that she regrets a lot of that. Do you regret things that you did in 

Cabinet at that time? 

ED: I don’t regret taking millions of low paid out of income tax. I 

don’t regret –  

AM: I’m asking you what you did regret, not what you don’t 

regret. 

ED: Well, I think we do have to put the other side of the coalition. 

We got 75% of the Liberal Democrat manifesto. We got same sex 

marriage. We tackled mental health. We nearly quadrupled 

renewable energy.   
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AM: Okay, so those you didn’t regret, so now tell me what you do 

regret. 

ED: Well, because I don’t regret all those successes. Now there 

were some compromises we had to make - 

 

AM: So what do you regret? 

ED: - because in coalition believe it or not, you have to make 

compromises and there were some cuts, mainly ones that Jo’s 

talked about, that were painful for us. 

AM; Do you regret the benefits cuts for instance? 

ED: Well I don’t regret stopping deeper benefit cuts. The Tories 

would have really trashed –  

AM: You don’t regret anything it sounds.  

ED: No, I happen to be frank with you that in reality in coalition 

government you have to make compromises. But I’m also clear 

going forward, we should abolish austerity. It is really clear that 

the public finances can now afford the investment that we need to 

tackle inequality, to invest in education, to deal with the crisis in 

our police. 

 

AM: Let’s look at some of the things you were responsible for in 

government as Energy Secretary. Do you still love shale gas? 

ED: No. I think we don’t need -  

AM: So that was a mistake? 

ED: Well actually if you look what I did I passed some very tough 

environmental regulations, particularly in seismic which meant that 

fracking actually hasn’t happened. And at the same time I nearly 

quadrupled renewable energy. Britain became the world leader in 

offshore wind and that has meant the price has come down so we 

don’t need so much gas. 

 

AM: But you embraced the industry at the time, it’s still very, very 

controversial. Talk about fracking, you said; “I love shale gas, 

fracking is not the evil thing that some people make it out to be.” 
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ED: Yes, if it abides by the environmental regulations that I put in.  

If you read the rest of that speech you’ll know that I talked about 

the precautionary principle. The need that when you have a new 

industry to make sure it meets all the environmental regulations 

and because it hasn’t, it hasn’t taken off.  And I’m proud of my 

role in doing that. 

 

AM: Okay, let’s look about your role going forward. You’ve said 

you want to decarbonise capitalism and as a very important part 

of that you’ve made the suggestion that we should end domestic 

flights in the UK. Are you serious about that? 

ED: What I said about domestic flights is when there are 

alternatives we can do that. 

AM: There’s always alternatives inside the UK. 

ED: Well I don’t think there are in the way that we need them to 

be. We need a lot more train capacity, we need a lot more 

investment in public transport, our train system isn’t working, so 

while it’s not working of course you couldn’t end some of the 

domestic flights, but when you do then you can.  

 

AM: All right. But if we are facing a climate change emergency 

then we can’t wait for yet more building on railways and roads. 

We know from HS2 and Crossrail how long that takes. So I ask 

you again, if we are going to cut down radically the number of 

domestic flights in this country how in practical terms do you start 

to do that? 

ED: Well the first thing I do is cancel the third runway at 

Heathrow. That is going to allow far more flights to happen, if we 

stop that that’s a massive step forward. Then, because if you 

invest in things like the TransPennine Railway which are really 

power the north –  

A: But how do you actually stop people flying? Do you have 

quotas, do you raise taxes on internal flights? 53 million people in 

this country fly. 
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ED: No, I’m very clear Andrew. You have to have the alternative in 

place. There’s an awful lot more –  

AM: Doesn’t sound like you really mean it. 

ED: I absolutely mean it, but there’s 101 other things that we 

should be doing to tackle climate change in the meantime. For 

example, the Zero Carbon Homes Regulation that Liberal 

Democrats put in that the Conservatives abolished we should 

bring that back. The onshore wind revolution –  

AM: Do you have any proposals whatever to limit the number of 

internal flights in the UK? 

ED: Yes, well first of all I’ve told you, we’re going to stop the third 

runway at Heathrow. Secondly, by investing in public transport 

then we have the alternatives. 

AM: So lots of carrots, no stick? 

ED: Well when you’ve got the carrots in place, Andrew, then you 

can start the plans. 

 

 

AM: Let’s turn to Brexit. Now the Liberal Democrats did very, very 

well in the European elections and the local government elections 

mainly because an awful lot of people who had voted Labour all 

their lives were so fed up with the Labour position all of this that 

they moved to you. Since then, in the past week, Jeremy Corbyn 

has changed the policy towards a referendum under virtually all 

circumstances and said that they would campaign in such a 

referendum for Remain. He has stolen your clothes. 

ED: I wish he had. What he’s also said is that if there’s a Labour 

government they will implement a Labour Brexit. So they aren’t a 

Remain party, they’re a Brexit party still and I really worry about 

that.  You’re right the Liberal Democrats have grown massively on 

the back of our position of stop Brexit. I’m really proud of that. 

And we will push that forward. That’s why my proposal for a 

government of national unity would really come in – 
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AM: Let’s talk about that.  How does that actually work, ‘cause to 

a lot of people government of national unity sounds like pie in the 

sky. 

ED: Well it isn’t. What you’d have to do is have a Labour 

backbencher, positive people like Yvette Cooper or Hilary Benn. 

AM: Have you asked them about this? 

ED: No.  And deliberately so, deliberately so. I’m flying a kite at 

the moment and initially you’re right. People said oh that looks a 

bit odd, but in the tearooms of Westminster –  

AM: It would be good to talk to them in tearooms of Westminster. 

ED: In the corridors of Westminster people are turning to it. Do 

you know why? They are deeply worried about a Boris Johnson 

government and I share that, and they’re deeply worried that 

Corbyn can’t provide a leadership. And therefore if we’re going to 

bring down a Boris Johnson government, as I think we need to 

with a vote of no confidence, we have to have an alternative. And 

I’m proposing an alternative and people are beginning to see that 

the rationale and the wisdom of that and as Leader of the Liberal 

Democrats I would push that working cross party and the reason 

I’d do it is I think a government of national unity is the best way 

to win the people’s vote and then to stop Brexit. And that is what 

people are voting Liberal Democrat for and I deliver that. 

 

AM: Let’s return finally to the contest itself. Liberal Democrats are 

looking at two candidates, one of whom is a kind of younger, fresh 

faced woman, not so well known to the public and they’re thinking 

which of these candidates excites us more, will excite the country 

more, will set the flame alight. Why are you the man to do that? 

ED: Because I’ve got the sharper vision, both a plan to stop Brexit 

but beyond that a vision when we stop Brexit. A vision to tackle 

inequality that has caused the Leave vote in many respects. 

Communities that have been left behind, regional inequality, plus 

my proposals to tackle the climate emergency and to invest in 

education so Britain becomes the best educated country in the 
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world within a decade. That’s the positive vision which people are 

responding positively to. 

 

AM: We’ll find out the answer pretty soon. Sir Ed Davey, thanks 

very much indeed for talking to us today. 

 

[Ends] 

 

 

 


