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AM: Jess Phillips is Labour’s Shadow Minister for Domestic 

Violence and Safeguarding. Every year during International 

Woman’s Day debate in the House of Commons she reads the 

names of every woman in the UK who has been killed where a 

man has been charged or convicted. On Thursday it took her more 

than four minutes to read this year’s list, and she joins me now. 

Jess Phillips, before we talk about anything else, has anything got 

better since you started doing this? 

JP: Oh gosh, I wish that it had, but actually it’s got worse. I was 

elected in 2015 – I think I did it for the first time in 2016, and the 

number of women murdered in domestic homicide has gone up 

every year since then and is this year at an all time high. 

 

AM: Now, let’s look at today’s news and that extraordinary picture 

of what happened on Clapham Common. Do you think the police 

got it right? 

JP: No, I think that the police got it wrong at every single turn. 

Not just the final image that we see, but all day yesterday and the 

day before the police did not try to find a way for a peaceful 

protest – not protest actually, a vigil, a moment. They did not try 

and find a way to work with women who are sad and angry and 

upset, to be able not even gather but just go to Clapham 

Common. There are a million ways that that could have been 

organised, but the police put their foot down before they put their 

boot in and at every stage they made the wrong call. 

 

AM: The leader of the Liberals, Ed Davey, has said that Cressida 

Dick should now resign. What’s the Labour view? 
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JP: Well, the Labour view – I’ll give you my view, is that Ed Davey 

maybe wants a headline that I don’t want. I came here this 

morning to talk about violence against women and girls, about the 

names of all of those women as well as Sarah Everard, and I’m 

ending up talking about Cressida Dick. The reality is that I don’t 

think that the police, over the past few years, have done enough 

to increase charging in domestic abuse, have done enough to 

increase charging in rape. Both are reducing. This is not the day 

for me to say whether she should go and give a headline to 

Cressida Dick when Sarah Everard is the name that should ring 

out. 

 

AM: Alright. One of the arguments that people in the police might 

be using is that actually the police have to make decisions which 

are properly the area for politicians. That under the covid 

regulations individual police forces are left to make policy 

themselves at the last minute. Do you think that, in retrospect, 

nodding through, barely without debate, all those new covid laws 

was the wrong thing to do? 

JP: Look the reality is we are in an absolutely unprecedented and 

difficult time and I think that the police have had a terrible job 

throughout this process, of being able to properly understand. And 

let’s face it, they don’t have the resources after years of being 

dwindled away to actually properly deal with some of the things 

that they might be being asked to do. But, you know, the reality is 

within the legislation that has been nodded through there was 

room for yesterday a peaceful vigil to take place, and they missed 

the opportunity to do that. 

 

AM: As happened in other parts of the country, I might add. 

JP: Absolutely, absolutely. Outside of London, remembering that 

also exists. 

 

AM: Now, you’ve talked about a crisis of violence against women. 

It’s true that three quarters of the victims of violence on the 
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streets are men, but it’s also true that almost all the perpetrators 

are men, so we have a man problem. How much do you think we 

have a cultural problem, particularly about the way that we bring 

up boys in this country? 

JP: Well, as somebody who’s bringing up boys I’m not going to sit 

here and give mothers another reason to be bashed, that they’re 

not bringing up their boys properly. But I think that we’ve got a 

responsibility to be looking at the way that we educate, the way 

that all of society operates that means that women end up being 

treated as objects on our street, and it’s not all men but it is all 

women. Every single woman I know will have a story to tell about 

how they were harassed or assaulted in fact on the streets of this 

country. So yes, we need to be going into our schools and we 

need to be educating boys. And in fact I’ve worked for many 

years, and the Labour Party has for a long, long time backed the 

compulsory healthy sex and relationship education in schools. And 

the government now needs to step up and make sure that that 

robust and that there is resources in place for teachers. Because 

we’re seeing a terrible patchy approach to this across the country 

which isn’t helping girls and boys learn about the expectations of 

what good looks like.  

 

AM: There is an enormous new Crime and Policing Bill arriving in 

the House of Commons, and you have suggested there should 

longer sentences for stalkers and for rapists put into that Bill. How 

long should they be? 

JP: Well, for a start off I think that you should get more for rape 

than you do for defacing a statue. The exploratory notes of the Bill 

don’t mention women once, but they do mention statues. You 

currently can get more for fly tipping than you can get for stalking. 

So I think that in the case of stalking, I think that it needs to be 

double the sentences, and in the case of rape the minimum 

sentence is five years, and as a woman who sits sometimes and 

watches those sentences coming up on my Twitter feed or on my 

television screen it doesn’t ever seem like enough. So that should 
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be extended by two years at least, to a minimum of seven years 

for rape. 

 

AM: You’ve also suggested that misogyny should be included as a 

hate crime. Can you explain why, because people like Cressida 

Dick, and indeed Sarah Thornton, who is a senior police officer as 

well, both say the trouble is that the public are more interested in 

burglary than in other crimes and you can’t do everything, and 

bringing it in isn’t helpful. 

JP: Where I live the public is genuinely more interested in bins 

than they are in domestic abuse. So if people in positions of power 

think that we should only ever follow exactly what every single 

household has their main priority in, the reality is hidden crimes 

like domestic violence, misogyny, it takes leadership. We need 

leaders to go out and say, ‘do you know what, whilst it is 

important that we deal with burglary, nobody is saying that it isn’t, 

I’m saying that we should deal with both.’ It takes leadership. The 

reason misogyny should be a hate crime is that  - there was a 

man who stood for election in this country and one of the things 

that he said whilst on political platforms was about whether he 

would or wouldn’t rape me. If he’d insulted me as a disabled 

person, if he’d insulted me on the basis of my religion, I would be 

able to take action against that man. Instead I had to sit through 

weeks and weeks of people talking about whether I should or 

shouldn’t be raped. Now, that’s just me. Every single woman has 

experienced misogyny on our high streets. Yesterday I was in 

Birmingham City centre because I was getting on a train to come 

here, and I noticed that there were people putting tickets on all 

the cars as it got dark in Birmingham City centre – there were 

about six or seven wardens out on the streets. And I thought, 

god, wouldn’t it be nice if when I was out on the street on 

Saturday night, if there were six or seven wardens watching out 

after me. But women don’t matter as much as cars. We don’t 

matter as much as fly tipping, we don’t matter as much as 

statues, and the law needs to change that.  
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AM: Let me ask you about one other issue if I may, which is 

nurses’ pay, because the Labour Party has said it’s got to be 

higher than the government have offered. Lots of rumours the 

government will eventually go for a two point one pay increase or 

something like that for all NHS workers. What would the Labour 

figure be? 

JP: Look, the reality is that at a minimum it has to be two point 

one per cent, because only at two point one per cent, which was 

in their long term plan, would be a pay cut because of inflation. So 

at a minimum it has to be two point one per cent. But this isn’t 

how we organise pay in this country. There are many different 

unions involved in this and they’re all asking for something 

different. So the government should get round the table with 

those unions and decide what pay, and they should come to a 

negotiation because if it were down to me I think that nurses are 

worth the Moon, honestly. And incidentally it’s funny that we 

always end up talking about the pay rises of these sorts of groups 

of people, because they’re women and they naturally get paid less 

as a rule. 

 

AM: That’s why I’m asking you how much more they should be 

paid, because in the end if you were in power you’d have to come 

up with a figure, that’s all. 

JP: Well, we would use the Independent Pay Review Body. I’m not 

going to make pay policy live on the television, it’s not even my 

brief. I’m not sure that they’d be particularly grateful if I did. I 

think that they’re work, at a minimum, two point one per cent 

more. 

 

AM: All public sector paid workers may well deserve more money 

and many of them have been at least as exposed to covid as 

nurses in different ways. One per cent extra for each of those 

costs two billion pounds. It’s a very, very expensive thing to do. 

Do you think that the nation will be getting – 
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JP: The reality is we just spent 37 billion on a test, track and trace 

system that, if my constituents are anything to go by, it isn’t 

testing, tracking or tracing anybody.  

 

AM: It’s testing, the tracing is not good. 

JP: It’s absolutely appalling and it isn’t stopping the virus. Look, 

it’s about priorities. I want to see public sector paid workers, 

people who’ve been exposed – and not just me, the country 

expects this to be a moment that we look at the people that we 

need, and by and large work done in the pandemic was done by 

women, and I haven’t seen any policy that’s come out of the 

government actually about the recovery that specifically targets 

the work of women. Nothing about childcare, which has been an 

absolute nightmare. What I see is people clapping for me, Rishi 

Sunak thanking me. I don’t want these platitudes. I don’t want 

them about violence against women and girls. I don’t want them 

about the pay of women. I want action from a government who 

has an enormous majority. It can stop saying thank you and being 

sorry and can start doing something.  

 

AM: They might say just tell us how much you’d pay me then. 

JP: Well, they might say that because – I’m not from the Treasury, 

I don’t have the data in front of me. I also don’t have the power 

to do it. So if they want to say that they should crack on and just 

do it. 

 

AM: Alright, Jess Phillips thanks very much for coming in and 

talking to us.  

(ends) 

 


