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AM: Wales currently leads the  UK in the percentage of the 

population that’s received a first Coronavirus jab. But there are 

calls in some quarters for Wales, and the rest of the UK, to pursue 

a zero Covid policy. Adam Price is the Leader of Plaid Cymru. Do 

you think going forward we should be pursuing a policy of 

eradicating Coronavirus entirely before we open up? 

AP: Well, certainly I think that we need to learn the mistakes don’t 

we that we made over the course of the last year and particularly 

in that early phase we were too slow into lockdown and then we 

also came out too quickly. I mean in Wales I think we followed a 

more consistent line. We avoided the sort of worst excesses of the 

flip flopping that we’ve seen from at times a pretty shambolic 

Westminster government. We kept the stay at home message, for 

example in the summer. But now is the time to ensure that we 

have steady progress and avoid the possibility of a third or fourth 

wave which would be not just disastrous of course in terms of 

public health, but also in terms of the economy. Because it’s that 

stop go cycle of lockdown then release, then lockdown again 

which has led to great uncertainty in economic terms and we 

should avoid that at all cost. So let’s drive down the level of cases 

even further than possible. The UK level of course even now the 

policy on border closure is clearly not the  policy that the scientific 

advisers    -  

AM: If I can just ask you, you want to drive down cases to close 

to zero. Under that policy when would Welsh schools be able to 

reopen? 
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AP: Well, the policy of zero Covid is about using the best 

knowledge that we have to drive the level of eradication of the 

virus  - I’ll give you one example. 

AM: Inescapably means later unlocking, doesn’t it? Inescapably it 

means a delay in unlocking? 

AP: I’ll give you an example of that, Andrew. So the scientific 

advisers, the UK government’s own scientific advisers have said, 

and it’s been reiterated by the Welsh government’s own advisers, 

that one of the crucial weaknesses at the moment is that we’re 

saying to people that they have to isolate and yet we’re not 

providing them with the economic and the financial support  that 

they need to do so. And so particularly people on low incomes 

they’re not able to actually follow the health advice to protect their 

communities because we’re not providing the level of financial 

support that is necessary. So we’ve got to address that. And if we 

address that and get the levels of isolation up, then that will allow 

us to drive the case levels down quicker and that means that we 

can open up the economy and the rest of society far faster than 

we were otherwise able to do. 

 

AM: Well it also – that’s going to take time that project. It may be 

a very good project but it’s going to take quite a while to roll out 

and for the effects to come back again. A lot of people in the 

country want us to reopen very fast now, and I’m just pushing 

you. You say zero Covid, that must mean a later lockdown. 

AP: Andrew if I may, if I can challenge you there. Actually if we 

drive up the level of financial and economic support to people to 

help them isolate, actually you get a faster eradication of the 

virus. You drive the case levels down because you have a higher 

level of people isolating, so it’s the opposite of what you’ve just 

said. This is the way actually we drive cases down even faster and 

we can ensure therefore that we can reopen the economy and 

society far quicker than we’re otherwise able to do. 
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AM: We could debate this for a very, very long time, but I can’t 

have Plaid here and not ask about independence. There’s been a 

new report out suggesting that if you could get a vote through the 

Senedd  you would hold a referendum on independence in Wales 

in your first term. Can I ask, however, you want Wales to be 

independent in Europe. You have two hurdles therefore. First of all 

to persuade people in Wales to go for independence and then to 

persuade them to reverse their opinion on the EU, because Wales 

voted of course for Brexit, not against Brexit. 

AP:  Well actually the policy that we passed yesterday clearly 

differentiates those two questions. They’re separate questions and 

there are people that support independence that are not in favour 

of joining the European Union, so that would be a question for 

another day in the long term and the question that we want to ask 

the Welsh people is the question that any nation I think should 

have the right to have the opportunity to answer, which is 

whether we want to become an independent  nation.   We’ve been 

around as a nation for over a thousand years and more and we’ve 

never had the opportunity to decide whether we  want to become 

like most other countries in the world an independent country. 

More and more people are coming to that view because they look 

at the last year, the shambles that I referred to in terms of the 

Westminster government. The state of our economy, the level of 

inequality in Welsh society, we’re not going to be able to put 

Wales on a better path, on a better trajectory without 

independence and that’s why more and more people are 

supporting it.   

 

AM: I’m casting no nasturtiums (sic) on your physique, but this is 

a Herculean task ahead of you, isn’t it? 

AP: Well no, the level of support for independence now in Wales is 

where it was in Scotland ten years ago and a few short years after 

that, Andrew, as you know, Scotland came within touching 

distance of voting yes in an independence referendum.  
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AM: So what this space. Adam Price, thanks very much indeed for 

joining us this morning. 

 

Ends  

 

 


