
RSPB STATEMENT IN FULL 
 
Over several months our staff had been monitoring this pair of white-tailed eagles from the east of 
Scotland release scheme in collaboration with local landowners. We confirm that a nest had been 
built, but the tree was felled.  
 
When this incident came to light, we notified the police immediately and shared all our intelligence, 
since all nests of white-tailed eagles are fully protected. If anyone can provide further information 
on this deplorable incident, they should contact Police Scotland as soon as possible. This is a current 
police investigation. 
 
This is the first nesting attempt by white-tailed eagles in the east of Scotland for over a century, and 
is the start of what we hope will become a thriving population of white-tailed eagles in this former 
part of their natural range.  
 
In east Scotland, there has been a six year reintroduction programme since 2007 between RSPB 
Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage, Forestry Commission Scotland, and the Norwegian authorities, 
who have helped with supply of donor birds.  In east Scotland, this project has captured widespread 
public imagination and support, and is involving many local stakeholders.  
 
It is desperately disappointing and frustrating that what should have been a cause for celebration 
for all those interested in our wildlife appears instead to have become yet another statistic in the 
long list of crimes against Scotland's birds of prey. 
 
INVERMARK ESTATE STATEMENT IN FULL 
 
We take our wildlife management responsibilities very seriously and are proud of our record in this 
area. We have also had an excellent relationship with all relevant wildlife organisations, especially 
RSPB with whom we often work in partnership.  
 
The estate has also been an enthusiastic supporter of the Partnership for Action Against Wildlife 
Crime. We have many species on the estate including golden eagles, ospreys - as well as the sea 
eagles in question which are thriving on the estate. We have long been happy with the presence of 
all these species.  
 
Any suggestion that the estate or its employees - who are highly trained and implement extensive 
conservation programmes - would jeopardise or disrupt species that have made this estate their 
home, is disputed in the strongest possible terms. 
 
SCOTTISH LAND AND ESTATES STATEMENT IN FULL 
 
Invermark Estate has an exemplary record in wildlife conservation and protection. At this stage the 
facts have yet to be established.  
 
There is a worrying trend in these matters that certain people take the irresponsible view that 
accusations can be made anonymously through the media, in the middle of police investigations, 
with the objective of hoping that mud sticks and an estate can be portrayed as being guilty until 
proven innocent.  
 
What we do know in this case is that the sea eagles are alive and well and remain on the estate 
where they are welcome along with many other great examples of Scottish wildlife. 


