
1 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, 13TH DECEMBER, 2020 – ED MILIBAND  

ANDREW  MARR SHOW, 13TH DECEMBER, 2020 

ED MILIBAND, MP  

 SHADOW BUSINESS AND ENERGY SECRETARY 

 

(Please check against delivery (uncorrected copies)) 

 

AM: Mr Miliband, is any deal better than no deal? 

EM: We need a deal.  

AM: Under all circumstances? 

EM: We absolutely need a deal. Let’s take a step back here, 

Andrew. We’re in the worst economic crisis for 300 years. We are 

18 days from the end of the transition period. What do we know 

about no deal? We know it would slap tariffs on our car producers, 

we know it would slap massive tariffs on our farmers and will be a 

disaster for them. It would inhibit the fight against terrorism. Our 

request to the Prime Minister is very simple. Stand up for the 

national interest. Don’t stand up  - let me make this point – to 

people in your party who have always wanted no deal, wrongly in 

my view, stand up for the national interest today which demands 

you get the deal that you promised us was oven ready at the 

election. 

 

AM: To get a deal, you know very well, that Britain has to give 

way on its territorial fishing waters. Would you accept that? 

EM: Well both sides have to compromise and I don’t accept that. 

No both sides, it’s got to be give and take on both sides, and of 

course  -  

AM: But I’m asking you about the specific things the British 

government would have to accept. 

EM: Well let me come to that. We’ve got to be tough in relation to 

fish. We’ve got to get the best deal we possibly can for our fishing 

fleet, absolutely we do, but let me make this point to you. Our 

fishing fleets rely on selling the vast –  

AM: Absolutely. 
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EM: No, let me make the point. The vast majority of our stocks to 

overseas and particularly into the EU market. It will be a disaster 

for them to have no deal. So yes, let’s get a tough deal, let’s be 

tough in relation to fish, but let’s get a deal. 

 

AM: So would you accept being tied to the single market in 

perpetuity in order to get a deal today? 

EM: I don’t accept that portrayal. 

AM: Well that’s exactly what’s going on in the negitations. 

EM: No, it isn’t. 

AM: The so called Ratchet Clause 

EM: No, it isn’t. Let me explain what’s going on. In any trade deal 

there is a balance between access to market and maintaining 

minimum standards, right?  

AM: Yes. 

EM: I want us to have high minimum standards on workers’ rights, 

on environmental standards. What do we have to fear from high 

workers’ rights –  

AM: I’m sorry – I’m letting lots of points. You would accept the 

EU’s demands on the so called Ratchet Clause. You would accept 

that if Britain diverges from the EU on regulations, on rules going 

forward there could be fast punitive tariffs  to punish ... access to 

market. Well that is the proposal. 

ED: Well we don’t exactly know what the proposal is, but what I 

think is this, which is that we should maintain high standards into 

the future and in any – we may have higher standards then the 

EU in relation to environmental and workers’ rights, right? And 

what would that mean?  

AM; Which in many cases which we have. 

EM: They might try and unfairly compete against us. So there’s a 

negotiation to be had on that. But let me just make this point to 

you. What the government seems to be saying is we are willing to 

accept no deal which would mean tariffs across the board because 

some future theoretical threat maybe some time in the future to 

have tariffs in relation to some products. But that makes no sense. 
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That’s like saying I’m worried that my roof is going to leak in five 

years time, so let’s bulldoze the house now.  I say no deal is a 

disastrous outcome for the country. It’s not a wonderful outcome, 

it’s a disgrace frankly.   Boris Johnson said it. 

AM: To be absolutely clear, if Boris Johnson comes to the House 

of Commons next week with a deal he can guarantee Labour 

support in the Commons?  

EM: We’ll look at the detail. 

AM: No, no, no, no, you’ve just said no deal is the worst possible 

outcome therefore if a deal comes back you must vote for it. 

EM: We’ve said we’re minded to support it, but obviously one 

thing I have to say about Boris Johnson – 

AM: That’s mealy mouthed.  

EM: It’s not mealy mouthed. One thing I think we can say about 

Boris Johnson is he talks out both sides of his mouth. This is a 

man who said at the General Election – he went to Nissan in 

Sunderland, very sensitive to no deal because they say their 

presence might be unsustainable here.   He said he had a deal 

ready to go to protect our supply chains. This nonsense that the 

oven ready was only in relation to the Withdrawal Agreement is 

absolute nonsense. He’s been cavalier. This is a man who is 

cavalier with our national  interests and frankly, Andrew, he is 

playing Russian roulette with the jobs and livelihoods of people up 

and down the country. How dare he say it will be a wonderful 

outcome when we know the impact on our farmers? 

 

AM: The specific comment about the oven ready deal was with the 

Withdrawal Agreement. He then added to it bits of the trade 

agreement as well.  

AM: I’m sorry, I’m going to correct you on this. He went to Nissan 

a year ago on 10th December –  

AM: I’ve seen the clip, I’ve watched it myself many times. 

AM: Well good, and he said, ‘ready to go.’ He said ready to go. He 

said to those workers that he had a deal ready to go. Well where 

is the deal? I think this is ideological Andrew this.  Let’s 
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understand this. This is about the vision of the country we have in 

the future. Do we want a country with high standards on the 

environment? High standards on workers’ rights? Or do we want a 

country where we race to the bottom?  Where we try and 

deregulate our way to economic success? It’s about the vision of 

Britain this. It’s in the end about what vision you have of the 

country and I say don’t we don’t deregulate our way to economic 

success. 

 

AM: Well I say that I have not heard anybody suggest that we 

should  deregulate our way to economic success. That we should 

scrap workers’ standards, that we should scrap environmental 

stance, I don’t hear that from anybody at all. What I’m asking you 

fundamentally –  

EM: Well why are they so scared of high standards then? Why are 

they willing to blow up jobs and livelihoods? If they’re not worried 

about that and they don’t want that why are they willing to blow 

up jobs and livelihoods of people? 

 

AM: We need to get some answers here. We are at the moment 

EM: Well I am giving  you an answer. 

AM: No, you’re giving me a speech which is your right but I’m 

looking for an answer. We are at a moment when there is a 

genuine difficulty about what has to be given over to get a deal 

right now. I’m asking you would Labour accept a certain loss of 

British sovereignty today to get a deal? 

EM: I don’t accept  

AM: Well that’s the point. 

EM:  I don’t accept the point – you’re taking their frame. Mrs 

Thatcher said this believe it or not in 1961, which is in relation to 

sovereignty you go –  

AM: A straight forward question. 

EM: - you go into a trade deal. By going into a trade deal you get 

gains and you accept obligations.  That happens in the WTO. That 

happens in NATO frankly –  
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AM: Of course it does. But at this point, at this point there is a 

trade –  

AM: I don’t accept the sovereignty argument. The sovereignty we 

have is whether to go into the trade deal or not, Andrew. 

AM: There is a trade deal to be done and to do the deal Britain 

has to surrender certain things. That is absolutely clear –  

AM: We get rights and obligations, sure. We get rights and 

obligations. 

AM: Absolutely on fishing and on rules and regulations, the so 

called Ratchet Clause, there is a choice to be done. The Prime 

Minister has to make that choice today. I’m only putting it to you 

that the Labour Party in that position would have to make the 

same kind of choice and you seem to be wanting to have your 

cake, as it were, and eat it. 

EM: No. I’d say negotiate a tough deal in relation to fish. Make 

sure the level playing field provisions are fair, but for goodness 

sake, because we have a vision of Britain of deregulating your way 

to economic success, don’t cause terrible damage  to the fight 

against crime and terrorism. By the way, no deal’s not an end 

point, Andrew. This is the thing. We’ll go through all the pain, all 

the economic anguish. It’s not a long term sustainable position to 

have tariffs with our biggest market. We’re going to have to back 

into the negotiations and then where will be? We’ll be in a weaker 

position. It makes no sense this. By the way that’s why I think – 

that’s why I hope and you know the rational side of me says there 

will be a deal, because – because you know the Prime Minister is 

not a wholly irrational man. He must see that it’s in our national 

interest. He’s just got to stand up to a small bunch of people in his 

party whose fantasy has always been  to have no deal. This is the 

argument of the last four years since the referendum. That’s what 

he’s got to do. That’s the national interest.  

 

AM: Well he has been trying and so far it looks like it’s not going 

to happen, but for now anyway Ed Miliband thanks very much 

indeed for joining us. 
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Ends  


