
 
Key points: Audio podcast masterclass with BBC radio producer Vinny 

Hurrell 

 

A podcast is a digital media file which can be downloaded from the internet. 

What you will need: 

 Something that can record audio, like a smartphone or  computer. 

 A microphone, some earphones or headphones and some recording and editing software 

which you can download for free. 

Getting the best sound quality: 

 Plug in an external microphone if you need to.  

 Experiment with your phone in different environments to find out what it’s like using 

different types of microphones. 

 Make sure you’ve got the microphone in the right place, so if you move the microphone 

closer to the source of the sound, it will reduce the background noise and the voice quality 

will be a lot clearer. 

 Most devices control their recording level automatically. If you want to set it yourself, then 

use the meters on your software to visually check the levels. 

 Keep out of the red high level area, as once your audio has been distorted it cannot be 

recovered. 

 Use headphones or earphones to check the quality as you record. It’s also a good way to 

check that you’re actually recording. 

What types of sound should I record? 

 You will probably need to record three different types of sound; interviews with contributors, 

links from your presenter and background sound and effects. 

 Find the right place to record an interview. If the background noise is too high, then you 

won’t be able to hear what your interviewee is saying. 

 Background sound is important to help your listener understand where your story is taking 

place, so record it separately from your interview. You can then add a controlled amount of 

this sound to your interview when you’re editing. 

 You will need to find somewhere that you can record your commentary.  This will help link 

all the different parts of your report together. Somewhere with lots of soft furnishings, that 

will soak up the sound waves is good. 

 With the right bit of background sound you can be on a busy high street or on a sandy beach. 

 Make a one minute recording of just the background sound in each of your locations. 

Editing your audio: 



 Once you have transferred all your material into your computer, put it in order.  

 Choose which bits you want to include in your final report. 

 Edit, remove and rearrange the sound clips, until you’re happy with the content. 

 When you edit two different pieces of sound together, your ear will hear the change of 

sound quality at the join. 

 Use your software to fade the first sound out while at the same time fading the second 

sound in. 

 You can disguise cuts by overlaying some background sound. 

 A few seconds of just background sound or appropriate effects can also allow your 

programme time to breathe. 

 Music is a great way to create moods. Just be careful that it isn’t so loud that it stops the 

audience from hearing important words. 

 For School Report we recommend you only use music you have created yourself. 

 

Finishing touches: 

 

 Convert your edited programme to an mp3 file and it’s ready to post on your school‘s 

website. 

 If you’re over 13, why not use social media sites to let your friends know where to find your 

masterpiece? 

 


