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AM: Labour’s Shadow International Trade Secretary, Emily 

Thornberry is with me here in St Ives. Welcome. Now, looking at 

the data that we have in front of us now - a lot more data to 

come, but what we know now - do you think it’s dangerous for the 

government to remove all restrictions on the 21st June? 

ET: I think it’s kind of factored in. I think everybody knows that 

that’s likely to happen. What we just need to be confident about is 

that the government is following the science, and we know that 

they haven’t really done that very often. In the past there’s been 

too many times when there’s been lapses, but they do need to do 

that, and next they need to communicate why they’re doing it and 

explain. 

 

AM: So that leads me to the next obvious question, which is what 

is this for? What is this - if it’s a four-week delay or an eight-week 

delay, we don’t know - but what would a delay be actually for? 

What would improve in the situation during delay that we don’t 

have now? 

ET: Again, I mean, I presume that the advice - and I’m making 

presumptions about the advice - that the advice is that given the 

Delta variant that’s come in, given how it has a different effect on 

people, we need to make sure that we have a greater proportion 

of the population vaccinated.  

 

AM: So would you be calling for the vaccinations to be speeded up 

now? 

ET: Well, they are speeding up. I mean, they are going really fast 

and it just needs extra time, I think, and we just need to be 

realistic about that. What we don’t want to do is find ourselves in 
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a situation where it takes hold, it changes, then we’ll all need 

boosters. It’s such a shame isn’t it actually that they didn’t close 

the borders faster than they did. I do think that Boris Johnson 

kept the border with India open until the last minute because he 

still had this fantasy that he was going to be able to go off to 

India and somehow or other get some sort of pre-deal deal. 

 

AM: So if you were sitting in government right now what kind of 

restrictions would you think need to be continued while we try and 

vaccinate everybody? 

ET: We need to make sure that we have the borders properly 

closed, and that has been our policy. I’m talking about people 

coming into the country. You know, it’s still too chaotic, people still 

don’t have very clear ideas as to what they can and what they 

can’t. I think this is the last push and we need to make sure that 

it’s done properly. 

 

AM: Last push. Now, I do know that lots and lots of people 

watching have got businesses or maybe could lose their jobs as a 

result of this. 

ET: They want to get married. 

AM: So what kind of restrictions do you think are still essential? 

Masks? Social distancing? Keeping lots of theatres and football 

stadia closed? What would be your, as it were, here’s the bad 

news message to people watching now if you were in power? 

ET: I think that you would have to sit, listen to what the scientists 

were saying, make the decision and then give a clear answer to 

make sure that all of your ministers are saying the same thing, 

there isn’t any contradiction, and that people get it. One can 

understand when it first happened that there was a certain 

amount of chaos, but frankly this has been going on for more than 

a year now and, you know, we have brilliant scientists, we have a 

fantastic National Health Service, we are getting everybody 

vaccinated. You know, the weak link is government ministers not 

making decisions fast enough and not communicating them 
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properly. And that, you know, it’s about time they - this is their 

last opportunity, let’s get this right this time.  

 

AM: Well, let’s turn to one of the really difficult decisions, which 

I’m going to ask you for a view on, which is that we’ve stopped 

giving AstraZeneca doses to the under-40s because of the 

relatively remote but real threat of blood clots. Now with this new 

variant, obviously under-40s are much more at risk than they were 

before. Do you think that the balance of risk has changed so that 

we should now start to give AstraZeneca vaccines - of which there 

are plenty, by the way - to under-40s? 

ET: I mean, I think that the scientists have said that the advice 

that they gave was borderline cautious, on the more cautious side. 

It then changes the surrounding circumstances. So they were 

saying what were the risks of getting Covid if you were under 40 

compared to the risk of getting the vac - and if the risk of getting 

Covid is that much greater then it may well be that the balance 

goes the other way. But in the end you follow what the scientists 

say - I’m sorry, I’m not copping out, I’m trying to be consistent - 

you have to follow the scientific advice.  

 

AM: Yes, I hear that, but at the same time this is a political 

decision in the end, because it’s a difficult one. It’s not one the 

scientists can be definitive about. But it sounds to me like overall 

you would say yes, it’s time to give AstraZeneca to under-40s, 

because of the new variant. 

ET: All of my kids have had AstraZeneca and they’re under 40 - 

under 30. No, that’s what they’ve done. 

 

AM: So in the same spirit, these are very hard decisions and 

looking at what’s going on around the country and around the 

world, do you think all those people sitting at home now thinking 

I’m going to book a summer holiday abroad are fantasising? 

ET: I think it’s very unlikely that people will be able to go abroad 

this summer I’m afraid. I think that that is likely to be - you know, 
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again we need to hear what the ministers say, they need to give 

us clear instructions. People will do the right thing so long as they 

know what it is that they’re expected to do. But the problem has 

been time and time again that it really hasn’t been clear.  

 

AM: Let’s turn to the other big row, which is over Brexit, sausages 

and Northern Ireland. Now, it’s reported that President Macron 

told the prime minister on the beach last night that Northern 

Ireland was not a full part of the UK is the same way that 

Toulouse was a part of France. What would be your message to 

President Macron over that? 

ET: The UK is the UK. It is a sovereign nation. We are a united 

nation, but what we need to do is to sort of the problems of the 

protocol and make sure that we are doing everything we can to 

support the Good Friday Agreement. So we need to  sort it out. 

And part of that is to stop bickering and actually find a practical 

solution. What needs to happen is that Britain and Europe need to 

have a veterinary agreement. So we need to have an agreement 

on the export of meat and food across the border - and we don’t 

have it at the moment. We don’t have anything. You know, I 

mean, America has a better deal with Europe than we do. 

 

AM: If that means aligning to EU rules - as the so-called Swiss-

style arrangement would mean - should we do it? 

ET: Well, the Swiss-style arrangement has the advantage of you 

can take certain things out and the rest of it you’ll have an 

alignment. But look - 

AM: Sorry, that is the EU’s offer. Should we accept it? 

ET: Well, I mean, I personally feel that that’s the most realistic. In 

the end, you know, government ministers say that we’re going to 

keep to food standards, food and farm standards from the 

European Union. In fact, they’re going to make them better. Now, 

if that’s right what is the problem? 

AM: So, here’s the problem.  

ET: What? 
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AM: Which is that doing this Swiss-style deal means that we have 

to dynamically align and continue to align with EU standards. Now, 

if we’re aligning with EU standards we can’t do the trade deals 

with Australia or the United States that they’re trying to do. 

ET: That’s right. So the question is this, right: what, with respect, 

I would suggest you ask ministers is what food and farm 

standards to you want to drop? What do you want - in what way 

do you want Britain to be worse than the rest of Europe? And 

what trade deals do you want to do with who? You know, what 

chlorinated chicken, what antibiotic use? You know. 

 

AM: Well, while you’re here let me ask you would you junk these 

trade deals with Australia and the US? 

ET: No, of course I would not. What I would do is I would do 

trade deals with any other country in the entire world - which is 

this: you look to make a trade deal that’s in the interests of your 

country. So you look to see what’s in the interest of Britain and 

you’ll make a trade deal in line with that. You won’t say, oh, I 

want to be able to make a trade deal with America some time in 

the future and therefore I’m going to drop my food standards in 

the hope that the Americans sometime in the future will agree a 

trade deal with me. No, I wouldn’t do that. 

 

AM: But if we’re aligned, if we’re dynamically aligned with the EU, 

we can’t do those trade deals with Australia and the United States. 

We just can’t do them. 

ET: But you just heard what the President of the United States has 

said. He said that his priority is the Good Friday Agreement and 

not a trade deal with the UK. So you know, they’re thinking in the 

long term, they’re thinking that what’s important is peace in 

Ireland, which of course it is, and that a trade deal is a very long 

way down the track. And frankly, we bank that and when we go 

back to the negotiating table with the Americans we say now, 

look, we have done the alignment with the EU, we have kept a 
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soft border in Ireland, don’t start telling us we need to have 

chlorinated chicken or hormone-injected beef.. 

AM: So we may well not get the deal. It sounds to me slightly as if 

the trade deal that you really want is with the EU. 

ET: No, I want to be able to have decent trade deals around the 

world, and frankly, you know, we have many opportunities. There 

are things that we are doing well. Like, for example, the recent 

deal with Norway. We have arecognition of professional 

qualifications, much better than the trade deal we have with the 

European Union, and it’s the sort of thing that we ought to have 

with Australia and America and so on. 

 

AM: Right. Truth or Dare moment - but without the Dare - you 

have always thought that Brexit was a terrible mistake and you 

would you like us to reverse in due course, if we can.  

ET: Yes, but it’s happened. It’s happened and we’ve left and, 

frankly, we’re not going to be able to rejoin. We’re not going to be 

able to rejoin because what I have learnt in this job is that if you 

join a trade bloc you have to join with their rules. So the 

government talk about CPTPT, which is the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership, right. They are already a bloc with their own rules 

and if we’re going to join we have to join on their rules, we have 

to take their rules. If we want to rejoin the European Union we 

have to join with their rules as they are now. Now, we had a 

number of things that were actually quite good for us. You know, 

not being in the euro, not being in Schengen, a whole lot of 

things. But if we rejoin the EU now we would have to be take all 

of those too. And I don’t think the British public would accept it. 

So I’m afraid, with a heavy heart, we’re out and we remain out. 

 

AM: Alright, truth. Thank you very much indeed, 

(ends) 

 


