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AM: Eleven of the most powerful people in the world have 

gathered here in Cornwall with grand plans to thrash out a path to 

global recovery from the pandemic. New measures to combat 

climate change and an agreement on how the world should work 

together against China. But despite these lofty ambitions Brexit  

and the increasingly fractious dispute with the EU over trade has 

inflamed relations and overshadowed at least part of this event. 

The government will tomorrow announce what, if any, restrictions 

will be lifted on June 21st. Remember that was the date that it was 

all legal restrictions on social distancing were going to be 

removed. Dominic Raab, the Foreign Secretary is inside the 

security zone and he joins me now from there, from Treganna 

Castal overlooking Carbis Bay, just down the coast from here.  

Dominic Raab, from the  data that you have seen can the Prime 

Minister abolish the restrictions on the 21st? 

DR: Well just to slightly correct there what you said, of course we 

said we would move to step 4 no earlier in that 21st of June. 

We’ve got over three quarters of people in this country, adults, 

with their first dose. Around 55% my understanding is with a 

second dose and what we know is when you get up to the second 

dose you’re at the most effective not just against the virus but 

against the Delta variants and other variants. So we’re looking at 

that data in real time and the PM will set out the position 

tomorrow on the basis that we want to move out of lockdown 

irreversibly and that means we need to be very careful about that 

data. 

 

AM: It sounds to me as if irreversible means  that we cannot 

abolish those restrictions on the 21st. Let’s just look at the data 
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that we’ve got and we know about. Cases are increasingly 

exponentially. This new Delta variant is at least 60% more 

transmissible and twice as likely to put you in hospital.  One 

vaccine dose offers less protection and two about the same. Apart 

from that is there any other data that we have to wait for before 

these decisions are taken? 

DR: Oh the crucial thing in the 4 tests that we set at the outset of 

the roadmap, and we’ve come through 3 steps of the easing up, 

we’re approaching the fourth, is the link between transmission of 

the virus and any variants and hospitalisations and it is that critical 

question. We know we’ve made great progress in weakening the 

link between transmission, as you describe, and hospitalisation 

which is of course those are more seriously sick. The question is 

whether we’ve severed and broken it, we’re looking at the data in 

real time and the PM will set out the position tomorrow.   

 

AM: Of all the people in the country you’ve mentioned all those 

who’ve been vaccinated, but 12 million people have still only had 

one dose and 11 and a half million are completely unprotected at 

the moment. Does that mean that if we have a delay that period is 

entirely to roll out the vaccine more quickly and more effectively 

to all those people who are still unprotected. Is that the object? 

DR: I think you’re right to characterise the race we’re in is to get 

everyone up as far as we possibly can to two doses because that 

maximises the effectiveness both of risk of harm, serious harm to 

people, but also  we know it’s more effective at cutting the 

transmission. So I think it is right to characterise that as the test, 

the question is what the evidence says about whether we’ve 

broken the link, severed the link, not just weakened it between 

transmission and hospitalisation.   

 

AM: Well I’ve been looking at Public Health England data. If it 

turns out that that link is not broken and if it turns out that 

hospitalisations are again on a fast rise, does that mean that we 
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could also go back on some of the measures that we got  of in 

May? In other words could we reverse some of the restrictions? 

DR: Well forgive me if I don’t get drawn into hypotheticals but 

what I can tell you is we’ve made great progress. We have 

weakened the link between transmission of the virus and 

hospitalisation, but the acid test, if you like, the critical question is 

have we broken the link? That’s the crux of it, there are other 

factors of course, and we’re looking at the data, we get dfata 

coming in all the time, it’s looked at in real time  and let me allow 

the Prime Minister to set that out in the round tomorrow.  

 

AM: If you decide that you can’t get rid of all those restrictions do 

you think you can hold the Conservative Party together on that? 

DR: Yes. We’ll be evidence based, data based. I think the key 

point is we want to move out of lockdown irreversibly. I think the 

vast majority of people in the country but also  in parliament will 

understand that. We don’t want a yoyo, back in and out of 

measures. Of course we really understand those that are 

hankering to get to the fourth step, both businesses but also 

people who want to be able to socialise even more than you can 

under the current step 3 restrictions of course we’re sensitive to 

all those concerns. But we’ve got to be data and evidence driven 

and it’s that critical link as I said between transmission and 

hospitalisations which is  not the only test, there are 4, but is the 

one which is probably the most sensitive right now. 

 

AM: So what do you say to those people who are watching the 

television this morning in agony, thinking that’s the end of my 

business.  That’s the end of  my job. I can’t take anymore of this. 

It’s ridiculous. What do you say to them? 

DR: I share the anguish. We know businesses have been 

struggling through the pandemic. That’s why we delivered this 

enormous package of support for businesses. We want to get out 

of step 4 as soon as we can, but we don’t want to be going back 

and forth. We want to deal with it irreversibly and that means 
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we’ve just got to check the data. I’m not prejudicing any decision 

that we make tomorrow trying to give our viewers a sense of 

what’s at stake. And also in fairness, Andrew, we have said from 

the start we would open up to the 4th step  no earlier than the 21st 

of June and we said at the start we’d always be guided by the 

evidence. I think we’ve been faithful to the roadmap and the 

strategy and the criteria. 

 

AM: Right, you sound like you’re being pretty cautious at the 

moment. Let me ask you about another dilemma facing you all 

which is that if you delay reopening for a few weeks and so forth, 

the longer you delay it the bigger the danger is that when we get 

the next surge or the next wave it happens towards the autumn 

and winter when the NHS is already struggling and that therefore 

there is a sweet spot to ensure that the NHS doesn’t face that 

crunch.  

DR: I don’t quite follow that. The critical thing is to get as many of 

the adult population, and we’ve now started vaccinating those 

under 30,  double vaccinated as possible and we’ve always said 

we were aiming to do that by the end of  July. At that point, again 

we can go irreversibly through the gears if you like and open up in 

a way that we haven’t been able to do to date. So I think 

regardless of what we do in step 4 the crucial overarching 

immediate objective is to get those second doses dispensed.  

 

AM: So we’re talking about vaccinations. If you go back to the 20th 

of March we were administering more than 800,000 doses in a 

single day. It’s down now to 500,000. Once we were leading all 

the major countries in the world at the speed of our vaccination 

programme. Now France, Germany, Italy, Uruguay and many 

other countries are faster than we are. Straight forward question, 

can we vaccinate fast enough for the restrictions to be lifted on 

the 21st? Or indeed two weeks later? 

DR: Yes, Andrew, there’s  a distinction between how fast you’re 

going and how many vaccinated. I don’t think any of those 
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countries are ahead of us in terms of the volume of people, the 

proportion of the country vaccinated. But to be honest with  you 

we’re in a win win situation here, we want everyone to be 

vaccinated, we’re not looking to claim bragging rights, but the 

crucial is of course whether you’re dealing with those communities 

where there’s a bit more vaccine hesitancy, or whether you’re 

dealing with those who haven’t taken up the offer, it’s probably 

harder at the end when you’re just trying to bridge that gap 

between the three quarters  that we’ve had double vaccinated and 

the 55% we’ve had single dose vaccinated, so we’re doing 

everything we can. We’ve got the doses but it is probably a little 

bit harder than at the beginning when you’ve got so many people 

who are hopping and skipping into the vaccine centres wanting to 

get that jab. We’re at a different stage now but we’re making 

great progress. Let’s not forget the progress we’ve made but we’re 

at that last lap if you like and we need to just make sure we’re 

careful. 

 

AM: And you say we’ve got the doses but of course an awful lot of 

those doses are AstraZeneca doses and because of the relatively 

small risk of blood clots in younger people we’ve stopped giving 

people under 40 AstraZeneca. Now we know what we know about 

the Delta variant and hospitalisations and how fast it’s spreading it 

looks to many people as if the balance of risk has shifted 

somewhat and we should reconsider giving AstraZeneca vaccines 

of which we have plenty, to those younger people. 

DR: I think we’ll look at this very carefully. We take the scientific 

advice and we’ve got both the volume, the range in terms of 

supply chains but also the quality of vaccines. It is a bit like, if you 

look at the job that Nadine Zahari has done trying to make sure 

that the doses come at the right time, it’s a jigsaw puzzle that 

needs to be put together. But that’s not fundamentally the 

problem we’ve got or the challenge we’ve got, it is the race to get 

everyone double dose vaccinated which is the most effective 

protection against transmission, but also hospitalisation. 
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AM: Are you going to reassess therefore whether under 40s shoul 

get the AstraZeneca vaccine? 

DR:  Well, that’s a question for the medical authorities, the 

scientific authorities. We wouldn’t take any step that wasn’t very 

carefully considered. We take the scientific advice as we’ve done 

all along and we would make that decision if we felt there was an 

imperative to do so. We’re on track. That’s not the issue and 

remember we said that we wanted to get every adult vaccinated 

by the of July. The question is, as I’ve said before, is quite how far 

we are down that track in terms of breaking the link between 

transmission and hospitalisation to make the step to step 4 under 

the roadmap. Frankly that is the crux of the issue.   

 

AM: Well here’s another crux, possibly. Are you personally 

convinced that double vaccination protects us properly against the 

Delta variant? Because according to Public Health England data of 

42 people who died from the Delta variant in the last reporting 

period, 14 of them had had their second dose. Sorry – 12 of them 

had had their second dose 14 days previously. So that means a 

quarter had been double vaccinated and still died. 

DR: Well hold on a minute here. As you know it take three weeks, 

not two weeks to have the full impact of a vaccine so there is a bit 

of lag time and it depends what the overall numbers of people 

having the vaccine in the sample you cited. I’d be a bit careful 

about citing statistics out of context like that. I know  you want to 

test the thesis that we’re putting forward but we are confident in 

the  safety of the vaccine and of course you’ve got to compare it 

to the risk of not getting the first of the second dose and the risks 

of Covid. 

 

AM: Let’s move on a little bit and talk about how we got here 

because it’s a very very tough moment for the country. Professor 

Geoffrey Barnett who’s leading the genome sequencing at the 

Wellcome Sanger Institute says this. He says: “Now, looking back 
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it’s clear that a major part of why we are now faced with a 

growing wave of cases of the Delta variant is because there were 

hundreds of introductions from abroad during April.” The Prime 

Minister has talked about the need to learn lessons. Is that one of 

the lessons you need to learn? 

DR: Well we’ve got an inquiry that the Prime Minister said we 

should have take stock of the lessons. I think in relation to for 

example travel restrictions we’ve got a system where we get 

flagged. Variants of concern, variants under investigation. We take 

action when we get that advice. And that’s what we’ve done all 

along. And don’t get me wrong, it’s right to look back and see 

what lessons should be learnt, but we’ve taken the advice that 

we’ve had as we’ve had it in real time and that’s the only thing 

you can do in this pandemic.   

AM: I understand that, but obviously we’re in this situation, we’re 

wondering what lessons have been learned. Now, the government 

knew that there were potentially dangerous variants coming from 

India on 1st April. You knew that because Public Health England 

were telling you that. And yet you waited 22 days. I just ask you, 

in all candour, people understand these are hard decision, but in 

all candour waiting that long was a mistake wasn’t it? 

DR: No, if I may, Andrew, that’s an inaccurate reflection of what 

happened. We took the decision to bar travel from India before 

we got the PHE - the flagging that this was a variant of concern, 

before it was subject to an investigative step. So we monitored, of 

course, the ebb and flow of variants in real time, and we have a 

triage system, which is right, to decision-makers know when 

there’s a point of concern where you must act. And we were in 

advance of that, and that’s very clear in the timeline. 

 

AM: Alright, well let’s turn to the other big subject of the morning, 

which is Northern Ireland. So far as you’re aware - and you’ve 

spoken to the prime minister, I’m sure - did President Macron of 

France describe Northern Ireland as being not a proper full part of 

the UK? 
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DR: Well, Andrew, forgive me if I don’t divulge the detail of what 

was discussed behind closed doors. What I will say is this - 

actually what I can tell you is various figures here in Carvis Bay, 

but frankly for months now and years have characterised Northern 

Ireland as somehow a separate country. And that is wrong. It is a 

failure to understand the facts. It is a failure to appreciate what 

speaking around Northern Ireland in those terms, and approaching 

the issue of the Northern Ireland protocol in those terms does. It c 

causes damage to businesses from both communities in Northern 

Ireland, creates deep consternation and we wouldn’t talk about 

Catalonia and Barcelona or Corsica in France in those ways. What 

we want now is a flexible approach which looks at all of the 

provisions in the Northern Ireland protocol, not just those that 

protect the EU, but those that protect free flow of trade between 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The ball is in the EU’s court. 

The PM is very clear about it; we’re willing to be flexible and 

pragmatic, but they must come back with the reciprocal goodwill 

to make that happen. 

 

AM: And it doesn’t sound like that’s happening at the moment.  

What did you personally feel when you heard those comments? 

DR: Well, it’s  not new to me. I’ve been Brexit Secretary, I’ve been 

Foreign Secretary for a while now, and I think it shows that there’s 

still a failure to appreciate what that level of misunderstanding -  I 

think that’s the polite way of putting it - of the situation in 

Northern Ireland can have. And it has real repercussions on the 

ground. 

 

AM: Is it offensive? 

DR: Yeah, I think it is offensive. And again we wouldn’t dream of 

talking of the Northern region of Italy, the German Lander, or 

other provinces, particularly ones where there are these nationalist 

pressures - wouldn’t dream of talking about those areas in those 

terms. It needs a bit of respect from the other side. With that, if 

the EU are willing to show that we can chart a course through. 
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AM: In terms of respect and flexibility, President Macron also says 

nothing is negotiable and everything is applicable. Are we now 

heading towards a trade war? 

DR: The President is right, which is why the EU needs to apply 

Article Six of the Northern Ireland  protocol to facilitate the free 

flow of trade between Britain and Northern Ireland. And if the 

Commission and the EU stick to that - indeed and mark the words 

of President Macon - we can find a pragmatic way through. What 

we cannot have is a lopsided approach built on some of flawed 

assumptions that you yourself articulated and which have very real 

effects for the communities on all sides in Northern Ireland. Can I 

also just say, I have to say - I know the media have been all over 

this - this has been rather a peripheral issue in Carvis Bay given 

what the G7 has talked about and decided at the summit over the 

last few days. 

 

AM: I’m sure you can answer in a second some of those other 

issues. But just on this, the EU says very clearly that it will 

retaliate with trade measures if Britain extends the grace period. 

Are we going to extend the grace period? 

DR: We’re to behave flexibly, pragmatically, with a series of 

proposals we’ve put to the EU. The ball is in their court. What 

we’re not going to do is allow the economic constitution and 

territorial integrity of Northern Ireland to be put at risk. That is 

clearly provided for in the safeguard in the Northern Ireland 

protocol and the Good Friday Agreement. We need the EU to step 

up with proposals that deal with all of these issues. Just can I give 

you one brief bit of evidence here? One in five of all controls and 

checks around the EU’s periphery, from the central and Eastern 

Europe to the Mediterranean - one in five of those controls and 

checks to protect the integrity of the single market are now 

conducted in Northern Ireland. That’s triple what we see in 

Rotterdam, double what we see in France. That shows you in real 

terms how disproportionate, frankly, lopsided the approach has 
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been. Does that intuitively sound to you right? One if five checks 

for the entirety of the perimeter of the EU are in Northern Ireland? 

 

AM Okay. Well, let’s move away from the steeples of Fermanagh 

and Tyrone to the wider world, which you’ve been discussing here. 

This summit has agreed that a billion doses of vaccine can go to 

the rest of the world to help vaccinate the rest of the world, which 

sounds, and indeed is, a lot. Until you hear the World Health 

Organisation saying that eleven billion doses are urgently needed 

to vaccinate the world and stop new variants reappearing on other 

shores as well as everybody else’s shores. Given all of that, isn’t it  

a drop in the ocean and doesn’t it mean that these countries, 

desperate for vaccines, are going to look to China and to Russia 

for vaccines, exactly what this G7 summit was set up to avoid? 

DR: So the G7 has met probably after the worst crisis since the 

Second World War, and what you’ve seen here - and you’ll see it 

in the communiqué, hopefully published around two o’clock, just in 

time for football - you read at half time - it will show a step 

change, a global gear shift in international collaboration. And I do 

think there’s a sense that countries have been going their own 

way, we haven’t had that. And it’s going to deal with climate, girls’ 

education and of course this critical issue of covid vaccines. Now, 

you’re right to cite the WHO, but what we’ve done - and the G7 

have made existing commitments of a billion doses - we’ve come 

together to try and bridge the gap. And the difference that the 

billion doses that has now been committed by the G7 will make - 

and led very much by the 100 million extra doses that the UK has 

put in and then would galvanise others to come on - it’s a team 

effort - what that will do is bring the point at which the world can 

be vaccinated forward. So instead of being at the end of 2024, 

which is the current trajectory, it will be the middle of next year. 

Now, of course we want to go even faster, but that shows you - it 

shows you, it’s just one illustration of the many things the G7 is 

grappling with, and I think it shows you the step change in 

collaboration and that’s what global Britain’s all about. 
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AM: Okay.  

(ends) 

 

 


