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JAMES LANDALE: 

Yesterday the Labour Leader, Ed Miliband, delivered a major speech in London 

where he tried to flesh out a theme first heard last September at the party conference: 

Labour is the One Nation party. But what does it actually mean? What are the specific 

policies behind this somewhat opaque phrase and how seriously does he take 

warnings from some in his party that on economic competence, perhaps the most 

crucial issue, he has yet to win over the public? And the Labour Leader is with me 

now. Welcome to the show.  

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Thank you. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

As I said, your big idea at the moment is One Nation Labour where - and I quote from 

your speech yesterday - “where everyone plays a part”. So in a One Nation Britain 

where everyone plays their part, why should rich people be able to claim child 

benefit? 
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ED MILIBAND: 

Well let me first say, by the way, on behalf of myself and everybody across politics, I 

wish Andrew Marr a speedy recovery. All best wishes to him and his family. Look on 

One Nation, let me just take a step back. What is One Nation about? One Nation is 

about the way I want to govern this country. It learns from our history which says that 

the way that we have succeeded as a nation is by ensuring that everybody plays their 

part and we rebuild the country together. That was the lesson of the Second World 

War, after the war when we rebuilt this country. That has always been the lesson from 

difficult economic times. For me that means two things for government. It means first 

of all you’ve got to ensure that everybody has opportunity to play their part, and also 

that everybody shows responsibility right to the top of society. Now to come to your 

specific question. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Yes, child benefit. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

My way in which those at the top should be paying responsibility at the moment is not 

by cutting the top rate of income tax. I think that universal benefits which go across 

the population are an important bedrock of our society, including child benefit. I 

wouldn’t have made that choice on child benefit this government’s making, but nor 

would I be making the choice at a cost of £3 billion to cut the top rate of income tax 

for the richest in society from this April. So, look, it’s a difference of view about how 

you enforce responsibility. Personally I think this government is actually not 

enforcing responsibility at the top. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Okay. So let’s be clear then: you would reverse this child benefit cut in government?  

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Well I’m not going to say that now, no.  

 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 



 

3 

How can you attack the government for it and not actually … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Well let me explain. Because, look, I’ve got to tell you what I will be doing now in 

government. I don’t know the state of the public finances that I’m going to inherit and 

we’ve made absolutely clear right across the board that we will come forward at the 

election and say what specific cuts we should reverse. And frankly, James, if I was 

coming on your programme and saying to you look, I’ll promise now to reverse this 

cut, that cut and the other cut … 

     

JAMES LANDALE: 

We would welcome it. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

No you wouldn’t. You’d be … 

   

JAMES LANDALE: 

We’d say at last a policy. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

… you’d be saying … Well lots of policy. You’d be saying how are you going to 

exactly pay for it? But I’ve got to be saying what would I be doing, what choices 

would I be making in government now? But, look, frankly the government can’t tell 

you what state the public finances are going to be in in three months time … 

  

JAMES LANDALE: 

Okay, so … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

… never mind two and a half years time. 

 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

You won’t tell us about child benefit. Let’s look at another part of welfare. If 
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everyone should play their part in a One Nation Britain, why should rich people, rich 

pensioners be able to claim a free bus pass, a free TV licence and winter fuel 

allowance? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

It goes back to what I said earlier. Look, if you’re saying to me we should make 

everything in our society means tested - in other words it shouldn’t be universal - that 

would include child benefit, the health service, the old age pension. Well that isn’t the 

road I want to go down. Why is that? Because I think everybody as part of the 

foundation of being a citizen of the country is entitled to some basic things, including 

on the basis of having children, needing free healthcare. But then the question is how 

do you make sure that people make a proper contribution? And the way you get 

people to make a proper contribution is through the tax system. Now, I wouldn’t be 

cutting the top rate of income tax, as I’ve said. I’d be making another change. Let me 

just make this point. I’d be making another change. At the moment the richest in 

society get much more in terms of pension tax relief than middle income families. Ed 

Balls said the other day that … 

    

JAMES LANDALE: 

But what I don’t understand is this. You’re prepared to say we’re going to tax the rich 

more on their pension contributions, but what you’re not prepared to say is we won’t 

take their child benefit from them and on pensioners we won’t take their free buses 

from them. I don’t see why there’s a principle difference that stops you making your 

position clear now. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Well because there’s an important principle about the way our country works. If 

you’re saying to me … There’s one perfectly legitimate view which I disagree with, 

which says we should just means test everything. That’s sort of what you’re saying. 

Now I think a free health service which goes to you know the richest in … 

Millionaires get a free health … 

  

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) We’re talking about … 
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ED MILIBAND: 

(over) Well hang on a minute. Millionaires get a re…  

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) … pension benefits. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Well I know you’re saying that, but millionaires get a free health service. Now I don’t 

see you coming to me and saying look we should means test millionaires when it 

comes to the health service. You have a basic foundation which is part of your society 

that everybody gets, and you make sure that you tax people fairly. And of course you 

always look at the balance between universal and means tested benefits, but I think 

that is the right way forward. And if I can just say this, James. Look in the end the 

government will say we’re taking child benefit away. Who are they hitting on child 

benefit? They’re hitting middle income families. This is precisely the problem of 

means testing. They’re hitting those families on £50,000, £60,000. And as we saw in 

the interview last week, the Prime Minister can’t answer the question why is it that a 

family … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) Okay, so … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) Just let me make this point. No, let me … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) No, no, no, I don’t want to talk about the Prime Minister. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) There’s a distinction … No, I’m not talking about the Prime Minister. It’s a 

distinction between why the tax system is a fairer way of doing it. Because if you’ve 

got a family on £80,000, both of whom earn £40,000, they’re going to keep getting 

child benefit. Now why is the tax system a fairer way of doing it? Because it avoids 
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those sorts of anomalies. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Okay, so let me be clear then. Your message to pensioners this morning is that their 

pensioner benefits are safe? You will not means test them? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Look, my message is that the election will set out what we say. But all I … 

  

JAMES LANDALE: 

So you still … That’s another thing you can’t tell us about. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

No, but all … Look, we introduced the winter fuel allowance. I think it’s a good 

policy. But I’m just making a rule that I will come forward at the election saying 

precisely the policies that we will follow in each of these areas and why … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) But is it an absolute principle of One Nation Labour that you want to keep 

universality and not have means testing? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Yes universality’s a very, very important principle as part of a bedrock of the system, 

as I’ve said. But let me just make this point because why is it so difficult to make 

these judgements now? It’s difficult to make these judgements now because of what is 

happening to borrowing in this country. Borrowing’s going up, not down, and One 

Nation Labour is all about saying look, we’re going to have to operate in different 

circumstances from New Labour, there’ll be less money to spend. And because 

there’ll be less money to spend, we will have to make difficult choices. I’ve talked 

about some of them already - on pensions tax relief, a different choice from the 

government on the top rate of income tax, decisions we’ve talked about on public 

sector pay this parliament. So across a whole range of areas, we’ve said why we’re in 

more difficult times and why more difficult decisions are necessary. 
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JAMES LANDALE: 

Your brother David stood up in the House of Commons this week … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Sure. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

… and said, and I quote, “We need to choose between old age benefits or long-term 

care or child benefit versus childcare.” He and others in your party are saying the time 

has come to make those choices. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

And I am making choices. You just don’t like …  

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

You’re not. You’re … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

… you don’t like my choice. I mean, look, I’m saying … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

I don’t have an opinion on your choice. I would just like you to tell me what it means, 

come the next election, so that the electorate can have a sense of what they should 

vote for. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) Well I’m saying to you if I was in government … if I was in government 

tomorrow, we wouldn’t be cutting the 50p income tax rate to 45p. We’d … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) But it’s not about whether you’re in … You’re not going to be in government 

tomorrow. It’s about … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 
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(over) Well we’ll see what happens. 

  

JAMES LANDALE: 

… what you offer; what offer you give to the British people down the road. 

  

ED MILIBAND: 

I know and I think the sensible thing for a party in opposition to do is to set out when 

it comes to the election its specific tax and spending choices. But I think people have 

a pretty clear sense of where we stand on these issues, a pretty clear sense that we 

would not run this country in the interests of a few people at the top as this 

government is doing. It would be a much fairer system under a One Nation Labour 

Government. 

  

JAMES LANDALE: 

Okay, let’s look at something else. This week you guys voted against a real terms cut 

in working age benefits and tax credits, but in a One Nation Britain shouldn’t those on 

welfare play their part too? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Of course people on welfare should play their part, but what’s the most important 

thing we need to do to get the benefits bill down is to get people back to work. Why is 

the benefits bill rising under this government? It’s not because George Osborne’s 

being really generous to people who are on £71 a week jobseeker’s allowance. It’s 

because actually the government has failed on the economy. That’s why borrowing is 

rising. That’s why they’re borrowing £212 billion more than they promised. And, 

look, that’s the point. You see, on this deficit issue, how do you get the deficit down? 

A combination of decisions on tax, decisions on spending, but growth. Growth is the 

missing ingredient.  

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) Yes, but we don’t have any decisions … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) We don’t have any growth. We don’t have any growth, that is true. 
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JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) … decisions on tax or spending from you. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

We don’t have any growth and that is the issue that this country is facing.  

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

But do you accept that … You know yes clearly the creation of jobs would help the 

benefit bill … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Help … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

… but not alone, not alone? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

But help … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

It’s a third of government spending. Do you accept that at some stage you are going to 

have to cut the welfare bill instead of just promising jobs to the unemployed? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

The best way to cut the welfare bill is to get unemployment down. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

It’s one way. There are other ways too. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

No, no, no I don’t agree. It’s the best way. I’ll tell you why it’s the best way. Why is 

the government having to spend £16 billion more than they forecast on social 

security? Not because of greater generosity. Because they’re failing on 

unemployment. And we set out a very clear different choice from this government. 
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We said we’d make that decision on pensions tax relief for the richest to put people 

back to work - to say after two years, if you’re offered a job, you’ve got to take one. 

Real responsibility, real welfare reform. That is a different choice from the choice that 

this government is making. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

But again that is one of those policies that we’d do if we were in a government now 

policies, not what are we going to do in the future, what promise we’re going to give 

to the British electorate. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

But, James, I’ve tried to explain to you why it isn’t reasonable for an opposition at 

this stage of a parliament to set out precisely what will be in the manifesto. I’m happy 

to come back on the programme and talk about our manifesto when we publish our 

manifesto. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

You could be Prime Minister in two years’ time … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Exactly, exactly. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

… if that’s what the British electorate vote. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Exactly. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

And yet there’s this gap, there’s this gaping lacuna with the electorate not knowing 

what you’re really going to promise to do. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

But I don’t agree with that at all. Look, we set out policies on banking reform on the 
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way we need to make the vested interests at the top of our society play by the rules. 

We’ve set out policies on energy reform and how we can reform the energy market to 

get a better deal for people. What is One Nation Labour about? It’s about 

responsibility going all the way to the top of society and about spreading opportunity. 

We set our policy, by the way, also on how we get 50 per cent of young people who 

don’t go to university - and this wasn’t a focus of New Labour - the 50 per cent of 

young people who don’t go to university, how to get them proper qualifications. And, 

look, so we’ve got more policy than most oppositions have by this stage. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) But on tax and spend, the blank sheet is still pretty blank.  

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) I don’t agree with that. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Is this the year when you’re going to fill that in? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

I don’t agree with that. I’ve explained the different choices we’d be making. But, 

look, if I was coming along two and a half years before an election and was saying to 

you, without knowing the state of the public finances, without knowing the state of 

the economy here’s every dot and comma of our manifesto, you’d be saying that’s not 

responsible. And by the way, look Labour did do this in the past, in the 1992 

parliament. It was a mistake and we’re not going to make that mistake. 

   

JAMES LANDALE: 

Okay, let me ask you a question that actually doesn’t depend on what the state of the 

economy is going to be. You mentioned it earlier - the top rate of income tax. You’ve 

spent the last week attacking the government, the Millionaires Tax Cut as you call it. 

Raising a tax like that has nothing to do with the state of the economy in two and a 

half years’ time, so can you tell me today … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 
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(over) Of course it’s part of the overall judgement … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) … that you would reverse that tax cut? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Of course it’s part of the overall judgement you make about the state of the economy. 

Look, we will make sure that we have greater tax fairness in this country because I 

think this tax system is unfair. I think that middle income families are getting a raw 

deal from the tax system, as are low income families, and it’s being made worse by 

this government and we’ll set out our proposals at the election. James, we can play 

this game for the whole interview where you say what’s going to be in your manifesto 

and I say we’ll set out our manifesto at … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) Well not a lot at the moment. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

… at the election. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

But, look, I’m not asking for a budget. I’m asking for a very specific policy. Again: 

the top rate of income tax. You know the whole thrust of your argument against the 

government over the last ten days, throughout the entire welfare debate, has all been 

about the unfairness … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) I think it’s unfair … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

… and yet you cannot say what you’re going to do about it. 

  

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) … I think it’s very unfair … 
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JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) So you might, Labour might accept this. You say it’s unfair, but you might 

accept it. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

I think it’s very unfair what they’re doing. If I was in government tomorrow, we’d be 

reversing that and I’ll set out the policy at the election. By the way, one area we take 

action is tax avoidance. I think that we’ve got to take action on tax avoidance in this 

country. We’ve got a situation where many British companies and many individuals 

are paying their fair share of tax and they look in horror at a system where 

multinational companies, some multinational companies from other countries can 

make huge profits in Britain and not pay taxes in Britain. This is scandalous, it’s got 

to change. The next Labour government will change it. We’ll end the tax secrecy 

because we can’t have a situation where we don’t know how much tax people are 

paying against how much profits they’re making, and I’m serving notice that we will 

take action. We will end this situation where people can get away with making big 

profits in Britain and for no reason at all and with no justification not paying any tax. 

It’s wrong and frankly it’s an insult to hardworking taxpayers in this country. 

  

JAMES LANDALE: 

Transparency’s one thing. What else would you do to change the actual tax system 

itself because a lot of these companies at the moment aren’t actually breaking the 

law? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Well there’s two things that need to be done. First of all, the Prime Minister’s talking 

about having action internationally on this. He’s got to push for greater transparency 

internationally. Of course that’s the right to do, but he’s also got to say that if it 

doesn’t happen internationally we will make sure, working with business, that it 

happens here at home. Why is that so important? Because we’ve got to know how 

much tax people are paying against how much profits. I think that will actually make 

a difference. It will make it harder for companies to do the wrong thing. Secondly, 

we’ve got to look at the rules on how companies can distribute their profits. That is 
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the problem that we’ve got in relation to this issue. Now there are other countries like 

Denmark that have a much tougher approach. Our policy review is going to be 

looking at those examples and making sure that we act. And it’s a very, very clear 

statement that I’m making. We will act on this issue, James. We cannot have a 

situation … One Nation does mean responsibility all the way up. We cannot have a 

situation where companies feel that they can get away without paying their proper fair 

share. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

So companies like Amazon, Google, Starbucks will not be able to do what they’re 

doing at the moment? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

To all companies I’m saying you’re going to have to pay your proper fair share of tax 

in Britain and we’re not going to put up with the idea that companies can get away 

without doing that. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Okay. Let’s look at the most important issue: the economy. Peter Mandelson says that 

your task this year is to increase trust in Labour’s fiscal credentials. Why is that trust 

not there now? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

I think that there is always an ongoing work for an opposition. I think we had a global 

financial crisis which happened when we were in government, and that’s something 

that happened while we were in power and it’s something that we’ve got to build. 

Look that’s why we’ve taken - you know and going back to our previous conversation 

- that’s why we haven’t made promises now about which cuts we’d reverse, precisely 

because we’re not going to make commitments that we can’t afford. That’s why our 

policy review’s focus is precisely on this question. (Landale tries to interject) Hang 

on a sec … How do you deliver more with less? You’re going to be seeing this year 

from Labour Andy Burnham talking about how we can have greater integration of 

services in the health service precisely to ensure that we can deliver more even when 

there’s less money around. Yvette Cooper has got a commission on the police. How 
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do you make sure that even in tough times you can deliver the kind of policing people 

want with less money around? 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Okay, but … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

And that is about … that is a change from the last government. It is about saying 

there’s less money to spend. And you know One Nation Labour is about … 

  

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) No, no, George Osborne … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

… how we change our country without having lots more money to spend. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

George Osborne has had to repeatedly change his plans. He’s had an omnishambles 

Budget, he’s had a double dip recession, and yet people still seem to trust him and 

David Cameron on the economy rather than you and Ed Balls. 

  

ED MILIBAND: 

Well I don’t agree with that. But look what happened is that the Conservatives won … 

The Conservatives didn’t win the election actually, but they came into coalition. They 

were given the benefit of the doubt by the electorate and people said well let’s see if it 

works. Now I think people are coming to the view that it’s not working. But if you’re 

saying to me do we have a big job to do to build that economic credibility? Absolutely 

we do. Look that’s why … It wasn’t popular in our party when Ed Balls said I’m 

afraid that in this parliament we put jobs ahead of pay in the public sector. It was quite 

unpopular in fact, but it was the right thing to do. And, look, that is a sign of our 

determination - his determination, my determination - to be absolutely tough and clear 

about the circumstances facing the next Labour government. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 
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You mentioned Ed Balls. Does he scare Middle England a little? Can you guarantee 

that he will be your Shadow Chancellor? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) I think he scares the Tories … I think he scares the Tories and David Cameron. 

  

JAMES LANDALE: 

Will he be Shadow Chancellor at the next General Election? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Absolutely. We’ve said we’re going to go into the next election as a team. But what 

I’m not going to do is start measuring the curtains for Downing Street and naming my 

cabinet. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) But when you said absolutely, he will be your Shadow …? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) Yeah, he’s doing a great job.  

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

(over) And he will continue up to the election? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Yes he’s doing a great job and he’s going to continue doing a great job. Let me just 

say why I think it’s so important the job that he’s doing. Because he’s the person who 

said in August 2010, he’s the person who said actually I’m afraid this isn’t going to 

work - these plans from the government. And he turned out to be right, he turned out 

to be right, and those kind of good judgements are incredibly important in politics. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

So if David Miliband comes back to the shadow cabinet, he won’t be Shadow 

Chancellor? 

 



 

17 

ED MILIBAND: 

There’s no vacancy of Shadow Chancellor. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Right, let me just deal with a couple of issues we need to focus on. First of all today, 

there was this report from the Care Quality Commission … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Yeah. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

… saying that they feel in seventeen hospitals they’re operating without enough staff 

to be safe. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Well I think these are shocking … there’s a shocking set of findings. And, look, 

you’ve got a situation where you’ve got a government that has embarked upon a huge 

top down reorganisation of the health service costing billions of pounds and actually 

we’ve got 7,000 fewer nurses in the health service. And, look, the government’s got to 

explain what is happening in our hospitals, why this is being allowed to happen, has 

got to take action to do something about it. I think people will be deeply concerned 

about what they see and will want action to be taken. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

In the next few weeks, David Cameron’s going to be giving a speech in which he’s 

likely to promise some kind of referendum on Europe. Why do you think the British 

people should not have a say over their future relationship with the EU? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

I think it’s incredibly dangerous what David Cameron’s doing. I think he is 

essentially sleepwalking us towards the exit door from the European Union. And let 

me explain why I’ve made that judgement. If you think about a young person looking 

for work today, if you think about a small business looking for a loan from the bank, 

what can we do to help them? The last thing we should do is start to say for some date 
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five, six, seven years hence, let’s decide now to have an in-out referendum. As 

Michael Heseltine said very well yesterday, what does that mean? That means that 

you are having a referendum on a negotiation that has not yet begun, with a timescale 

that is uncertain and an outcome that is unknown. And that is an incredible gamble. 

And by the way, David Cameron and I stood shoulder to shoulder in October 2011. 

We both said it was a bad idea. Look, we know why this is happening. He’s worried 

about the threat from UKIP and he’s worried about what’s happening in his own 

party. It’s the wrong thing to do. It’s not in the national interest. 

  

JAMES LANDALE: 

So just to be clear: there’ll be no referendum under a Labour government? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Well there’s legislation on the books which says that if there’s a major transfer of 

powers, there’ll be a referendum. That legislation is already in place.  

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

But about a future relationship? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Well, but I’m very clear about this. The question for now is should we have a 

referendum, should we commit to a referendum, should we promise one? And I’m 

saying very clearly to you no is the answer. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

All the way up to the next election? That’s a commitment, is it? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Well I’ll set out at the election what our position is on this. I’m not going to speculate 

years hence, but I’m giving you a very, very clear view, James, it’s the wrong thing to 

do. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Okay. While we’re on Europe - at the television debates at the election, should UKIP 
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have a role? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

I think that’s up to the people organising the television debates really. I think the three 

major parties is the way it’s normally been done. I have to say I think David 

Cameron’s not sure whether he wants to do these debates. I’m relishing these 

television debates. I’m looking forward to them, I hope they happen. I think they give 

an insight for the public directly into what’s on offer at the election. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Can you imagine sitting round the cabinet table with Nick Clegg? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

What I want to imagine and what I want is a majority Labour government and, 

frankly, I’m not going to start going into the election thinking about coalitions.  

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Do you rule it out? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

What I’m looking for is a majority Labour government - a Labour party winning back 

trust from people, showing that we can govern this country … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Okay, that sounds like you rule it out. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

… not for the few people at the top, but for the vast majority of people in this country, 

and that is what I’m about. 

  

JAMES LANDALE: 

Tony Blair changed your party’s name to New Labour. Have you changed your 

party’s name to One Nation Labour? 
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ED MILIBAND: 

I’m definitely using the name One Nation Labour. I’m not going to go in for a big 

rebranding exercise, but One Nation … 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

It sounds like rebranding. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

… One Nation Labour is a way forward for this country. It’s a way forward for this 

country which learns the lessons of what New Labour didn’t do right, moves on from 

Old Labour and is different from the Conservative led government that we have. And, 

above all, it’s about a country we bring together, not a country we divide, as David 

Cameron has been doing. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Okay, last question. You won’t tell us what benefits you’ll cut, you won’t tell us what 

taxes you’ll increase, you won’t tell us how you’re going to cut the deficit. You are 

clear about a referendum. My last question is this: isn’t this lack of detail one of those 

reasons why many people look at Labour and they say yeah effective opposition, but 

not quite made the leap yet to being a genuine, credible alternative government? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) I don’t agree with that at all. What have we done since the General Election? 

We’ve learnt lessons and we’ve admitted the mistakes we made, including from 

immigration to banking regulation. We’ve set out a vision for this country that can 

bring this country together and help everybody across the population have opportunity 

and ensure we enforce responsibility and show we won’t govern this country for a few 

rich and powerful people. And we’re setting out policies from banking to energy to 

helping young people get qualifications which will change this country in a different 

way, not by spending more money. That is a big change, it is a different kind of 

country either from the last government or from this government. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

Ed Miliband, thank you very much indeed … 
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ED MILIBAND: 

Thank you very much. 

 

JAMES LANDALE: 

… for being with us here this morning. 

 

INTERVIEW ENDS 


