
BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION    RADIO 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSCRIPT OF “FILE ON 4” – “TRADE AND TORTURE” 

 

 

 

 

 

CURRENT AFFAIRS GROUP 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSMISSION: Tuesday 12
th

 July 2016 2000 – 2040 

REPEAT: Sunday 17
th

 July 2016 1700 - 1740 

 

 

 

 

REPORTER: Jane Deith 

PRODUCER: Sally Chesworth 

EDITOR: Gail Champion 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAMME NUMBER: PMR628/16VQ5993 



- 1 - 

THE ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT WAS TYPED FROM A RECORDING AND NOT 

COPIED FROM AN ORIGINAL SCRIPT.  BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF MISHEARING 

AND THE DIFFICULTY IN SOME CASES OF IDENTIFYING INDIVIDUAL 

SPEAKERS, THE BBC CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS COMPLETE ACCURACY. 

 

“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 12
th

 July 2016 

Repeat:  Sunday 17
th

 July 2016 

 

Producer:  Sally Chesworth 

Reporter:  Jane Deith 

Editor:  Gail Champion 

 

ACTUALITY OF BUILDING WORK 

 

DEITH: The sound you can hear is a former Manchester cotton 

mill being transformed into homes to rent. This city, once at the heart of the industrial 

revolution, is now in the middle of an investment revolution, with money pouring in from the 

United Arab Emirates. The city council’s going into business with a company with links to 

Emirati royalty, in a £1 billion regeneration project.  Other cities want some of what 

Manchester’s having.  But whose money are we taking?  Some of the companies investing in 

Britain are owned by the rulers or governments of the Emirates – a state some say has a 

questionable human rights record.  A state which has tortured our citizens, according to some 

who’ve been inside Dubai’s jails.  

 

HAIGH: They are using PR to launder their basic human rights 

abuses. I was tasered so much, I was almost immobilised, unable to think.  Punched in the 

face so hard that I have got a fracture in my cheek.  My teeth were broken. 

 

DEITH: The UAE is our biggest trading partner in the Middle 

East.  As the Government pursues a target of £25 billion of business with the Emirates, has 

there been a trade-off between trade and torture? 
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SIGNATURE TUNE 

 

ACTUALITY  BY CANAL 

 

KAYE: We are just walking up along the Ashton canal here. 

 

DEITH: Former cotton mills on the right and a very modernistic 

building on the left. 

 

KAYE: Ancoats really is right at the heart of the industrial 

history of Britain, and in fact the whole world.  This is where it all happened, this is where it 

all started. 

 

DEITH: Loz Kaye has made this bit of East Manchester his 

adopted home. This side of town has already seen the colour of the UAE’s money. You’ve 

got City’s Etihad Stadium, the airline is owned by the Abu Dhabi Government and the club 

itself owned by Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed bin Sultan al Nahyan – Abu Dhabi royalty and the 

UAE Deputy Prime Minister.  Now Manchester Council has signed the Sheikh’s Abu Dhabi 

United Group in a joint £1 billion investment in six thousand new homes plus shops and 

businesses.  But as an Ancoats activist, Loz Kaye is uncomfortable about taking money 

connected to royalty in a country about which human rights campaigners have almost nothing 

good to say. They talk about freedom of expression being eroded, about Government critics 

being arrested or ‘disappeared’, and they claim torture of prisoners is common. 

 

KAYE: There’s been no discussion about the morality of 

taking this money. What do we really think about taking money from a regime that Human 

Rights Watch are concerned about?  We constantly say in Greater Manchester that we’re 

international, outward-focused, but then we can’t simultaneously say what’s happening in the 

rest of the world isn’t our problem. 

 

DEITH: I’ve been knocking on a few doors in the street behind 

the mill conversion, to see what other people think of it all. 
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WOMAN: Things have to change, don’t they?  I think it’ll be nice. 

 

DEITH: Do you mind where the money comes from, that it’s 

coming from abroad? 

 

WOMAN: I’m not really bothered.  I can’t afford them any road. 

 

WOMAN 2: It’s a really difficult one, because I know the record 

that they do have and I know it is shocking on a personal level, but I can sort of see the point 

of the council if they think that it’s going to regenerate a city, because this area, it has been 

for a very long time such a disadvantaged community. 

 

DEITH: It’s not that anyone’s suggesting any of the companies 

or individuals investing in the UK are involved in abuses, but campaigners are looking to 

company owners, senior figures in the Government and/or monarchy, to take action on 

human rights.  The leader of the city council, Sir Richard Leese, wouldn’t come down and 

talk about the scale of the investment from Abu Dhabi, but he sent us a quote to the effect 

that the council’s primary responsibility is to the people of Manchester and the money means 

they can meet demand for housing and create jobs.  He says ultimately alleged issues in the 

country of a private investor are beyond the council’s remit.  So in Manchester, investment 

by the Emirati glitterati is very gratefully received.  Later we’ll visit another city, Portsmouth, 

which is hoping Emirati investors will help it create Dubai-style 5 star hotels and shopping.  

 

EXTRACT FROM ADVERTISEMENT 

 

PRESENTER: [MUSIC]  A place where the mind awakens as the 

body unwinds.  I am the spirit of possible. The spirit of Dubai. 

 

DEITH: My knowledge of the UAE is limited to wandering the 

duty free on a connecting flight at Dubai Airport.  So we asked someone who lives there, 

Ahmed Mansour, a blogger and activist, to explain how the Emirates works. 

 

ACTUALITY OF CALL TO PRAYER 
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MANSOUR: The United Arab Emirates is a monarchy comprised of 

seven different emirates.  Each emirate is ruled by one of the seven ruling families and each 

ruling family has sovereignty over the wealth.  But they are united in a federal state. The 

most powerful emirates basically are Abu Dhabi and Dubai, Abu Dhabi as being the capital 

and the emirate that has the most of the wealth in the country because it has the oil source and 

Dubai has the trade and the business image as well. You will see people from all over the 

world and you will see lots of shopping malls, 5 star hotels, you will see lots of high rise 

buildings, but these are really the materialistic part of the different civilisations and the 

different culture.  [MUSIC] 

 

ACTUALITY AT SEASIDE 

 

DEITH: I’ve come down to Cornwall to meet a man who sold 

the idea of Emirati investment in the UK. 

 

HAIGH: Falmouth is kind of down there and in there, so it’s 

beautiful, as you can see.  That’s why I came here – to relax and to recover.  And I think 

there’s no better spot really.  Shall we go down there, because we can then go on the old ruin 

and then perhaps the wind won’t interfere as much. 

 

DEITH: Up here on the Cornish cliffs, you couldn’t be further 

removed from Dubai.  The sea air must be doing David Haigh good – he looks well.  In the 

photos I’ve seen after he got back from the UAE, he looked much older, grey – awful, 

frankly.  As we make for a bench overlooking the Fal estuary, let me give you David’s 

background to get you up to speed.  He used to work in Dubai for the investment firm, Gulf 

Finance House Capital until, he says, it bought Leeds United, when he became the club’s 

managing director.  But a few years later there was a massive falling out over money.  The 

way David Haigh tells it, he and a consortium he’d put together thought they had a deal to 

buy Leeds – but GFH Capital sold it to the Italian, Massimo Cellino. 

 

ACTUALITY OF AEROPLANE 

 

DEITH: He got on a plane to Dubai to have it out.   
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ACTUALITY OF CALL TO PRAYER 

 

DEITH: Cut to David sitting in their office, waiting for the 

chairman. 

 

HAIGH: In walks a guy who looks about 18, wearing a kandora, 

which is the local dress, and a cap, a baseball cap, and he said, ‘Come with me,’ quite 

abruptly.  And I was like, ‘What do you mean, come with you?’ and he shows me a card, 

flicks it, which is CID, which is like their almost secret police, their plain clothes police.  I 

just thought, well, what’s all this about?  And then I was taken to the police station and then, 

you know, the horrors kind of therein started.  They punched me around the face, and you’re 

just in absolute shock.  Then they’d make me sit in the corner, then they’d make me stand up 

in this stress position for quite a while, which was like crouching.  So I sat on the seat and 

they started shouting at me.  I stood up and then they said, ‘Did you take 23 million?’  I was 

like, ‘What?’  They basically said, ‘GFH say you took 23 million.’  That’s it. 

 

DEITH: Gulf Finance House were saying that you had 

defrauded them or stolen from them by fake invoices, through fake bank accounts that you 

controlled. 

 

HAIGH: No, not at all, not at all.  I mean, if I wanted to do 

something like this, I wouldn’t send money to a salaried bank account. 

 

DEITH: David Haigh asked for the British Embassy. He says he 

was expecting something like international rescue. 

 

HAIGH: At the time I was expecting, you know, James Bond 

and Miss Moneypenny.  They were like, ‘Well, there’s nothing really we can do, and what we 

can do is get you moved to the main jail.’  I was like, ‘I’m sorry, what?  The main jail?  

You’re going to send me to a jail without even a trial?’ and they were trying to get me sent to 

the main jail because they said the food was better for me.  And then they said to me, ‘Well, 

you need to be prepared because investigations in Dubai, even very simple ones, because 

they’re very slow, can take two years.’  The nightmare just continued and got worse and the 

torture and the beatings – it got Kafkaesque on a ridiculous level. 
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DEITH: What did they do to you? 

  

HAIGH: I was punched in the face so hard that I have got a 

fracture in my cheek.  I was tasered so much at that particular point I was almost 

immobilised, unable to think, and the pain, you know, got worse and worse and worse.  I’ve 

got a broken bone in my foot – my feet were stamped on by the police with huge shoes.  It 

hurts a lot when I walk.  My teeth were broken. 

  

DEITH: What were they saying? 

 

HAIGH: They were screaming and shouting at me, ‘Where’s the 

money, where’s the money?’ Telling me I had to sign a statement.  And they said to me – and 

it’s something that’s stuck in my mind – ‘We kill British guys here.’  That’s what they said to 

me, so they were boasting about it. 

 

DEITH: He says the statement he was refusing to sign was in 

Arabic, so he didn’t know what it said.  In fact, he was held for more than a year without 

being charged.  He says there were more beatings.  

 

HAIGH: When the Embassy would come, the police would be 

there, so obviously I said to them and passed notes and made it clear the abuse that was 

happening when I could and when it was safe for me.  Or I called them up and said, ‘I have 

just been hit over the head by the police.’  In the end you kind of just think, do you know 

what - whatever.  They were an absolute abysmal failure at protecting me and at protecting 

the other British citizens. 

 

DEITH: Various Parliamentary questions about your case have 

been raised and one was about the help that was available to you, and I think in response they 

said that the Embassy provided regular assistance and discussed your case with the Emirati 

authorities regularly, so it sounds as if they’re saying they couldn’t have done any more for 

you. 
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HAIGH: No, you know, the Embassy, to be honest, apart from 

one lady, who was quite helpful, the word ‘chocolate teapot’ comes to mind.  I’d call them up 

to say, ‘Please can I have a translator?’ and the response would be, ‘We’ll ask, but we don’t 

think you’ll get one.’  Not quite sure how that’s regular assistance. 

 

DEITH: He was, in the end, prosecuted for breach of trust, for 

taking £3.5 million - which roughly equates to 23 million dirhams - from GFH Capital.  He 

denies it.  He wasn’t allowed to see the case against him or speak at his trial. The judge found 

him guilty and sentenced him to two years, which was basically time served – and pardoned 

him.  David Haigh says he refused the pardon because he wasn’t guilty.  Days before he was 

due to be released, he was told he was being accused of something else - defaming GFH 

Capital on Twitter.  Human Rights Watch started campaigning about his case and he was 

finally acquitted of the Twitter charge.  So that’s David Haigh’s side of the story.  On the 

fraud conviction, GFH Capital point to the fact that his assets were frozen by courts in Dubai 

and London, and say that was based on the strength of the case against him. They say as a 

regulated business they had no choice but to report him to the Dubai authorities and they have 

no control over prison conditions or the justice system.  

For weeks, I’ve been trying to speak to a Briton still in jail in Dubai, with no success.  But 

my mobile has just rung and I’ve been speaking to a man behind bars in the UAE.  He’s 

serving decades for not being able to pay his creditors.  Now I’m not going to tell you his 

name, because he’s clearly in a delicate position.  I had to record the call on my mobile, 

which means there’s some interference, but here it is: 

 

PRISONER: The consul have a standard answer of, we are looking 

after this person, we are making sure that he is protected, he is safe and he is receiving 

medical treatment.  I feel what happens is, really you are just getting a box ticked, but they 

don’t really actually answer about the real welfare of making sure his legal rights are abided 

by.  When you get to the prosecution, you may get a translator and you may not.  I had a 

translator who was a Russian guy, his English wasn’t that great, and my experience was that 

really the statement was written by the prosecution and you signed it.  It wasn’t really a fair 

reflection of what maybe you wanted to put down on that paper. 

 

DEITH: And were you under pressure to sign? 
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BRITON: Yes.  The pressure is there.  You’re signing something 

that’s in Arabic.  In my experience it was, if you don’t sign this, you’ll stay in jail for as long 

as we want you to stay in jail. 

 

DEITH: He was backing up what David Haigh was saying, 

about problems with translators and pressure to sign prosecution statements, plus a lack of 

help with those issues from the Embassy.  David Haigh said that to this day the Foreign 

Office isn’t exactly falling over itself to push the Emiratis over his case. 

 

HAIGH:  As soon as I got out, we put a complaint in to the UAE 

Embassy and I hadn’t heard anything from them for weeks, the British Embassy, so I sent 

them an email and I said, ‘Look, is there any update?’  ‘Oh yes, we got a response from the 

UAE Embassy. They said that you never told the police that you were being abused.’  Well 

that is kind of obvious.  I am not going to tell the people that are beating me up that they are 

beating me up.  I got the impression that the financial support and financial matters mattered 

more than human rights and the protection of British people.  

 

DEITH: The Government obviously would deny that and have 

gone on record saying we find torture abhorrent, you know, we don’t condone torture, we try 

and help Brits wherever we can. 

 

HAIGH: Well, of course they will say that and that’s what they 

have to say, but they know that I was tortured and they know that lots of other people were 

tortured.  What are they doing about it? 

 

ACTUALITY AT SEASIDE 

 

DEITH: The Government has been forced, under Freedom of 

Information, to reveal that between 2010 and 2015 there have been 43 complaints by British 

nationals of abuse in police custody or prison in the UAE. We asked to meet the Middle East 

Minister, Tobias Ellwood – we wanted to talk about David Haigh’s claims.  The minister 

didn’t want to talk to us. The press office sent us a statement, which said Foreign Office staff 

maintain regular contact with all prisoners who ask for help in the UAE.  They say they take 
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DEITH cont: all allegations and concerns of torture and mistreatment 

seriously and raise them with the Emiratis where individuals give them permission.  

But how hard is that in practice?  I’ve been speaking to Sir William Patey – he was 37 years a 

diplomat, a former ambassador to Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia, and at one time posted to 

Abu Dhabi.  Do diplomats criticise a country’s justice system when there’s a trade 

relationship to preserve? 

 

PATEY: I think sometimes individuals expect a magic wand to 

be waved, and that if their rights are being abused, that somehow that is the only thing that is 

front of a British ambassador.  A British ambassador has a number of interests to navigate 

and balance and they are not going to put one to the exclusion of another.  They have to 

balance them, and that is reality.  You know, I was an ambassador in Saudi Arabia, where we 

had some pretty harrowing cases.  We had, you may remember there were two nurses 

accused of murder in Saudi jails and their treatment fell short of international standards.  I 

didn’t go in and say because British Aerospace are trying to sell Typhoon aircraft to Saudi 

Arabia, I am not going to press for the rights of my citizens, and we did not hold back from 

making absolutely clear that the confessions that had been obtained were forced out of them, 

that they had inadequate representation and that the judgements were unsound, and our 

arguments eventually prevailed. 

 

DEITH: There have been a string of Britons who have come 

back from Dubai saying that they have been abused and tortured.  They also say that the 

Embassy and consular staff didn’t do enough and that the Foreign Office doesn’t really want 

to know. 

 

PATEY: There is a decent legal system in Dubai, there are lots 

of lawyers practising there – there are British lawyers practising there - so they should get 

access to lawyers and if they are not, then that is the job of the Embassy, and I don’t think 

any consular official will hold back for fear of offending the Emiratis on that matter, and if 

there is evidence of abuse, that will be taken up with the authorities. 
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DEITH: We’ve been chasing the UAE authorities for an 

interview.  We’ve had bids in with the UAE Government, the Attorney General in Dubai and 

the Embassy in London. Only the Embassy has replied - not to give us an interview, but to 

ask us to read you this: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: The United Arab Emirates has the strongest rule of law 

of any country in the region, and among the strongest in the world, according to the World 

Justice Project’s latest global survey.  The United Arab Emirates is a signatory of the UN 

Convention against Torture.  Abuse of detainees is a crime.  Police departments include 

dedicated human rights units and any and all allegations of abuse formally registered with the 

appropriate authorities are taken seriously and thoroughly investigated. 

 

DEITH:  ‘All allegations formally registered are thoroughly 

investigated’.  It’s pretty clear.  But the United Nations’ special rapporteur on torture – Juan 

Mendez – says the UAE has not told him it’s investigated the specific allegations of torture 

he’s raised, and it’s refused to allow him in to investigate. 

 

MENDEZ: All of them with a similar pattern.  They include 

incommunicado detentions, undisclosed locations, very severe physical and mental torture.  

The electric shock and the beatings is the most common credible evidence that the United 

Arab Emirates tortured criminal defendants and did nothing to settle the matter by 

investigating and prosecuting those who may be responsible. 

 

DEITH: Your job is to write the reports.  It’s then up to member 

states to decide what to do about what you’re telling them.  Have they done anything? 

 

MENDEZ: Well, with the UAE I can’t claim any success 

unfortunately.  We have not been able to generate any serious discussion, but that’s true of 

many other countries as well.  When a country is wealthy and is in alliances with other 

powerful countries, then it stands to reason that other countries will look the other way 

instead of criticising them; states that deal with the United Arab Emirates as if nothing was 

happening are failing in their obligations to monitor and to help in their diplomatic relations. 
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DEITH: And would those countries include Britain? 

 

MENDEZ: I don’t know what is the relationship or even what they 

may be doing without my knowledge, but of course if the United Kingdom is not exercising 

the influence that it may have to solve this problem, then I think yes, the UK would be failing 

to live up to its obligations as a major member of the international community. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DEITH: David Cameron touched down in Abu Dhabi less than 

a month after moving into Number 10.  And he was back in 2012. 

 

EXTRACT FROM NEWS REPORT 

 

NEWSREADER: The Prime Minister is on a three day tour of the Middle 

East to try to boost the UK’s trade there. 

 

CAMERON: Well, on human rights, there are no no-go areas in this 

relationship.  We discuss all of these things, but we also show respect and friendship to a very 

old ally and partner. 

 

DEITH: This was the era of the so-called ‘Prosperity Agenda’. 

The Government was clear that a key function of British foreign policy was to support 

economic recovery.  By 2020, it intends to do £25 billion of trade a year with the UAE. But 

Britain’s relationship with the Emirates is not just a business relationship.  It goes much 

deeper and further back than that.  Perhaps now’s a good time to zoom out and take a Google 

Earth view of this Gulf state and its importance to Britain.  Dr Chris Davidson is an expert in 

Middle Eastern Politics at Durham University. 

 

DAVIDSON: The United Arab Emirates have enjoyed a very 

privileged position in British and American foreign policy really for more than half a century 

now, offering something of a bulwark against secular nationalist or even pro democratic 

forces in the Middle East that could have ultimately sided with the Soviet Union during the 

Cold War.  More recently, of course, the United Arab Emirates and its neighbours have 
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DAVIDSON cont: provided key military and strategic allies in the West’s 

prosecution of its war on terror. And now, of course, in the wake of the rise of the so-called 

Islamic State, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, etc can very much be placed by the 

Western governments on the right side of the fence here in the sense that they’re supposedly 

participating in the air strikes against ISIS. and thus automatically they can be characterised 

by the Western governments trying to trade with them as relatively moderate states in the 

region.   

 

EXTRACT FROM ADVERTISEMENT 

 

MAN: [MUSIC]  This is a huge catchment market for any 

multinational looking at setting up a market or diversifying their strategies. 

 

DEITH: The investment isn’t all one way.  For example, did 

you know the NHS has an international development team selling hard in the UAE? 

Moorfields Eye Hospital, Great Ormond Street and Kings College Hospital are all out there, 

between them making millions, which they say are re-invested in the NHS.  And the cuts 

mean that some English councils are looking for extra investment too.  Portsmouth is hoping 

Emiratis will see its potential. 

 

ACTUALITY IN PORTSMOUTH HARBOUR 

 

DEITH: This is Portsmouth harbour - there’s a marina and an 

outlet shopping centre and the ferry to the Isle of Wight is just going out.  I’m standing at the 

base of the Spinnaker Tower, so-called because it’s shaped like the sail of a yacht.  It’s got 

Emirates.com splashed up the side of it, because last year the council let the airline sponsor it 

– Emirates paid £3.5 million for the naming rights for five years.  Money the council says has 

come in very useful in this time of cuts.  In next three years they have to make savings in the 

region of £24 million. 

 

ACTUALITY IN LIFT 

 

LIFT OPERATOR: Welcome to the Emirates Spinnaker Tower. We are on 

our way up to view deck 2, which is 105 metres above sea level. 
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DEITH: Emirates airline is wholly owned by the Government 

of Dubai. 

 

LIFT OPERATOR: There we are.  And enjoy. 

 

DRUMMOND: Brilliant. 

 

LIFT OPERATOR: You’re very welcome. 

 

DEITH: I’m with Flick Drummond, the Conservative MP for 

Portsmouth South, for a crow’s nest view of her constituency. 

 

ACTUALITY ON VIEW DECK 

 

DEITH: Wow! 

 

DRUMMOND: …. Normally you can see the Isle of Wight and you 

can see for miles. 

 

DEITH: And generally what was the reaction amongst the 

residents of Portsmouth to calling it the Emirates Spinnaker Tower? 

 

DRUMMOND: They were quite happy to have the sponsorship. I think 

the money is very welcome, which is going to be put towards adult social services, children’s 

services, all the things that with the cutbacks we need to fund.  And then if you come over 

this way …. 

 

DEITH: Flick Drummond doesn’t want to stop at the Emirates 

Tower – she wants new shops, hotels.  And she’s just back from Dubai and Abu Dhabi, 

where she’s been giving them the hard sell on Portsmouth as the place to invest. 

 

DRUMMOND: … so the northern quarter there, and that’s where we 

want lots of investment for a shopping centre and it is just because of the recession that 

people haven’t been investing, so that is what I am looking for. 
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DEITH: Shall we go down and brave the drizzle? 

 

DRUMMOND: Yeah, yeah, it’s not too bad. 

 

LIFT OPERATOR: Okay, Here we are on ground level and enjoy the rest 

of your day. 

 

DRUMMOND: I shall go anywhere where I think that there is money 

to invest, and the UAE in particular, because they already know about the Emirates Spinnaker 

Tower, and I thought what a great way of getting in there and saying, ‘But we need also 5 star 

hotels, we need a new shopping centre .’ 

 

DEITH: Do you feel at all awkward about asking a quite 

authoritarian state for money?  

 

DRUMMOND: It is a developing state, there is no doubt about that, 

and they are very conscious on their human rights.  We’ve brought it up over and over again 

with every minister.  You know, it is much better to be a critical friend and challenge them on 

the things that you don’t agree with, and they will change.  I understand we have to address 

the human rights, but it is a big market for us. 

  

DEITH: Flick Drummond is saying the only way to get the 

UAE to listen to us on human rights is to be its friend and therefore able to have the difficult 

conversation.  Ahmed Mansour, the Emirati activist, can enjoy playing with his four boys at 

home now, but in 2011 he was jailed for criticising his country’s record on democracy.  He 

says Flick Drummond is mistaken if she thinks the UAE is changing for the better. 

 

MANSOUR: The argument of the MP is totally baseless because 

there is absolutely no gradual improvement on the human rights level.  Things have declined 

dramatically and sharply, specifically in freedom of expression after the Arab Spring. People 

are arrested and faced with trumped up charges.  Twitter became one of the most dangerous 

areas, so anything that you probably say in expressing a political view could be considered as 

a crime.  We are talking about people facing arbitrary detention, enforced disappearance, 

torture and so on. 
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DEITH: Does doing an interview like this with the BBC put 

you at risk? 

 

MANSOUR: Yes absolutely.  I mean the risk is there and in fact the 

risk landed me in jail for almost eight months.  I have received death threats, I have been 

assaulted twice physically.  The risk is huge but, you know, we have to speak out. 

 

MUSIC 

 

ACTUALITY IN DAGENHAM 

 

DEITH: After Portsmouth, I got in the car and drove to Essex, 

to Dagenham, to meet a family that wants answers from Dubai about torture. 

 

DORIS: Do you want ham and cheese or just cheese?  I’ve got 

some coleslaw …. 

 

DEITH: Doris Brown is small and warm, with blue eyes and 

long wavy, blonde hair.  As my producer Sally and I eat our sandwiches, her son Steve and 

daughter in law Sue are battling their way through traffic. They’ve had long days at work and 

look tired when they arrive.  They’ve come to talk about Doris’ middle son, Lee.  I’m struck 

by how much Steve looks like his brother.  In 2011, Lee went off on holiday.  The family 

didn’t know he’d gone to Dubai.  Not until Steve’s phone rang. 

 

STEVE: He says, ‘Are you the brother of Lee Brown?’  I said 

yes.  He said, ‘I’m sorry to tell you this, but your brother is lying in solitary confinement at 

the moment and he is unconscious, he hasn’t eaten in days and they are not giving him water 

and he is being beaten.’  Then after a while he called back and said, ‘You need to call the 

British Embassy because he is in a bad way. They are not messing about with him,’ this is 

what the guy was saying, he said, ‘They are really not messing about with your brother. 

Someone needs to come down because these guys are just going to town on him.’ 

 

DEITH: And when you say ‘these guys’? 
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STEVE: Police. 

 

DEITH: Definitely police, not other prisoners? 

 

STEVE: No, the guy who phoned me, he was passing me to 

about two or three other inmates who all said yes, the police have just beaten him and they’re 

saying, ‘We was trying to calm your brother down because he was causing a commotion.’ 

 

DEITH: Lee had been arrested after an argument with a maid in 

his hotel. The family says in custody he asked the Foreign Office to contact them, but it 

didn’t. When the family rang the Foreign Office, it said someone would visit Lee. Sue says 

she called for an update 17 times.  But the news, when it came, was from the prisoner who’d 

called before.  

 

STEVE: He said, ‘I’m sorry to tell you this, but they have just 

dragged Lee out of his cell in a body bag and I have just seen it.’ 

 

SUE: You dropped to the floor, didn’t you, you collapsed? 

 

STEVE: That killed me, that did. 

 

SUE: While he was alive, they had ample opportunity to step 

in and do something, and in the memos that we’ve recently got from the Foreign Office, they 

actually made a decision to leave it and then it just got left.  

  

DEITH: Sue and Steve went to Dubai to arrange for Lee’s body 

to be brought home and try to get some answers.  

 

SUE: Probably one of the worst experiences. 

 

STEVE: Yeah, one of the worst things I have had to do is see 

your brother lying on a slab basically.  Just made my blood run cold.  He had bruises on his 

wrists and he had bruises on his ankles and he had this, it was like a little V in the temple and 

it looked really quite deep, you know, in the side of his head. 
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SUE: We were told that he had his arm chained to a pipe 

above his head.  Then we went to meet the police.  A lot of waving of arms – ‘We did not do 

this, nothing happened.’ 

 

STEVE: He beat himself up to death, yeah, and he threw 

himself at walls.  He was basically beating himself up. 

 

DORIS: All I could think to myself, Lee is on holiday, and I 

kept telling myself he was on holiday.  It didn’t even sink in to me and I’ll never get over it. 

 

DEITH: The Dubai authorities said first that Lee Brown’s body 

had no injuries. Then that there were minor injuries, but he’d died from choking on his own 

vomit. There was an inquest in London. 

 

SUE: It took about an hour. Does that sound right to you?  

Oh, he died - that is it.  And in the end it was an open verdict.  No prison witnesses, no CCTV 

from the UAE - a country that we have good links with.  

 

DEITH: The coroner repeatedly asked for the CCTV. The 

Foreign Office asked for the CCTV.  It seems they were ignored.  The family wasn’t happy 

with the inquest – and nor was the High Court.  Lord Justice Bean and the Chief Coroner 

quashed the open verdict.  I’m reading their judgment , in which they say more should have 

been done to get the Dubai witnesses to appear - by video link if need be. They do point out 

the British pathologist said there’s no evidence Lee died because of a violent injury, but also 

he said Lee didn’t choke on his vomit either.  So where does that leave us?  The judgment 

says ‘The fact that there was no evidence of this being a violent death did not mean that all 

questions had been answered. They were not.’  A new inquest is planned for January.  Lee 

Brown’s family doesn’t expect the Dubai authorities to be any more co-operative this time. 

Their anger towards them is matched by their anger towards the British Government. 

 

SUE: One thing that was said to me that I wrote down, the 

Foreign Office said, ‘Do you realise how much they spend in London?’ – ‘they’ being the 

Emiratis.  Clearly the British Government know how the UAE authorities function, how they 

operate, so therefore they are accountable as far as I am concerned, you know, they are totally 
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SUE cont: accountable.  British Government will sweep it under 

the carpet to keep trade links, etc, happy with Dubai.  That is the only thing we can conclude. 

 

ACTUALITY IN CAR 

 

DEITH: It’s been an upsetting evening for the family.  I don’t 

think it’s exaggerating to say that they’re haunted by what they know happened to Lee – and 

what they don’t know.  After Lee died, Alistair Burt, a Foreign Office Minister at the time, 

raised his case with the UAE’s Justice Minister. Did it make any difference?  The Foreign 

Office told us that the UAE is an important partner, that the strength of the relationship 

allows the UK to talk frankly about difficult issues and that where there is cause for concern 

on human rights with the UAE, they raise it.  

But the head of the Diplomatic Service has admitted business comes first, human rights 

second.  Have a listen to this, from the Foreign Affairs Committee in October.  Sir Simon 

McDonald has just been asked whether human rights are now a lower priority. 

 

MCDONALD:   Although it is one of the things we follow, it is not one 

of our top priorities.  Human rights is an integral element.  I would dispute it is low down, but 

I would not dispute that right now the prosperity agenda is further up the list. 

 

DEITH: Now, he isn’t saying British prosperity is higher up the 

list than the human rights of British citizens, but human rights generally.  Campaigners say 

still, it’s a very telling moment.  And it might be a shocking thing to hear if you’re sitting in a 

foreign prison.  The British man in jail in Dubai, though, says he already knew what the 

Foreign Office’s priorities are. 

 

PRISONER: I have had plenty of conversations with the Embassy 

about what the role of the Government and the consulate is here.  Obviously they prioritise 

trade relations.  I was told that they are not going to do anything to muddy the waters with 

people who are important clients, shall we say.  They say we don’t get involved in legal 

issues but that is okay if the law is being followed, but if the law is not being followed and 

due process is not being followed, then you have to give us some sort of assistance and 

intervene and talk on our behalf.  And that hasn’t happened.  It is virtually impossible to try  
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PRISONER cont: and find your way out of this jail. When I came in here, 

my daughter was one years old and she doesn’t know who her father is. 

  

DEITH: Thank you for making contact with me – I know it’s 

been tricky. 

 

PRISONER: It is difficult to stand in the telephone box and try and 

tell you exactly what has happened in the last eight years, I’ll be honest with you, but you 

take care. 

   

DEITH: Take care, bye. 

 

PRISONER: Thank you very much, goodbye. 

 

DEITH: Bye. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DEITH: The UAE Embassy in London told us it’s proud of its 

close and historic ties to the United Kingdom.  Britain is clear it values those ties too.  Former 

diplomat Sir William Patey argues you can’t separate human rights and trade, because money 

equals power – including the power to influence other countries.    

 

PATEY: Without a prosperous country, most of the other things 

we are trying to achieve won’t happen.  So by being an important country, a strong country, a 

country that commands respect in the world, you are much more able to influence things.  I 

mean, people would more likely listen to me as a British ambassador lobbying on human 

rights because they want something from Britain, they want to be admired by Britain and they 

want Britain to be nice to them, because why would anyone change what they do if they don’t 

care what you think?  
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DEITH: People worried about human rights are not saying we 

should cut all trade with the UAE until it has a sparkling record.  They’re not that naïve.  But 

back in the Emirates, people like activist Ahmed Mansour are saying any behind-the-scenes 

diplomacy doesn’t seem to be making much difference. 

   

MANSOUR: So far it has been an easy ride for UAE with the British 

Government.  The UAE doesn’t seem to be worried about any criticism that comes from the 

West, because they are tied with those countries’ economic interests, so instead of correcting 

violations it resorts to whitewashing its image.  We are not asking United Kingdom 

Government to compromise on its economic interest, but we are asking them at the same time 

not to compromise on human rights, and if these two agendas clashes, we are asking them not 

to drop the human rights from the agenda.  

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 


