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Producer:  Ian Muir-Cochrane 

Reporter:  Eamon O Connor 

Editor:  David Ross 

 

ACTUALITY IN WOODLAND 

 

O CONNOR: I’m standing in a dark, secluded, wooded area about 

thirty miles south of Glasgow, down in Lanarkshire.  It’s wet and it’s a bit cold, but it’s only 

when you know what actually happened here, that you really feel a sensation that makes you 

want to shudder.  It’s a horrible place. 

Ten years ago, Emma Caldwell, a young Scottish woman, who had been working as a 

prostitute, was found murdered here.  I’ve spent a lot of time in the last year retracing the 

police investigation into Emma’s death. Tonight on File on 4, I’m going to tell you what I’ve 

discovered. 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

 

O CONNOR: What have we got here? 

 

M CALDWELL: It’s Emma’s hair, her curly golden hair. 

 

O CONNOR: Margaret Caldwell has only a lock of hair to remind 

her of her daughter. 
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M CALDWELL: I asked the police if I might have some of her hair.  I 

just needed it, I just needed something, something I could touch that was hers, and when her 

hair used to get wet, it’d go in ringlets down behind her neck.  She used to come home from 

the stables and her hair had been wet. I could see her from the window and she’d have a big 

bunch of wild flowers and her hair would be wet, and she’d have on her jodhpurs and her 

boots and things and ….. [cries].  My child. 

 

O CONNOR: Emma had a happy, conventional upbringing in the 

town of Erskine, near Glasgow, where her parents indulged her love of horses.  But when 

Emma’s big sister died of cancer in 1998, she began using heroin to ease the pain of her grief.  

As her drug addiction worsened, Emma turned to prostitution to fund her habit and ended up 

living in a homeless hostel in a poor part of Glasgow. 

 

ACTUALITY IN GLASGOW 

 

O CONNOR: I’m walking through one of the poorest bits of 

Glasgow on my way to meet a woman who says she knew Emma Caldwell very well. 

 

MCILVEEN: This is Govan Hall, quite a deprived area, quite a bit of 

poverty in the area.  We’ve got a food bank run by the church just at the corner. 

 

O CONNOR: Anne McIlveen, herself formerly homeless, runs a 

Christian ministry for people living on the streets.  She remembers Emma coming to her for 

help. 

 

MCILVEEN: First memory I have of Emma was she came in here to 

the church one day, Emma just sat and cried, and I sat and I cuddled her.  She told me her 

story about her sister and how she was crazy on drugs.  I cried with her, because I saw a lot of 

myself in Emma, but there was something different about Emma; she was nae your normal 

prostitute, she had a good upbringing, she just fell into this trap. 

  

O CONNOR: Anne did what she could, but Emma’s drug addiction 

was dragging her down and the effects were soon obvious. 
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MCILVEEN: I didnae see her for a wee while and then, when I did 

see her, I couldnae believe the change in her.  It was totally incredible; it was like two 

different girls, looking at her. 

 

O CONNOR: How had her appearance changed? 

 

MCILVEEN: She became very, very thin, very drawn.  It was like a 

bag lady. 

 

O CONNOR: Emma’s parents, Margaret and Willie Caldwell, tried 

to keep up some kind of normality by making weekly visits to the hostel, as they explained in 

a BBC Scotland documentary made the year after Emma disappeared on the night of April 

4
th

, 2005. 

 

EXTRACT FROM DOCUMENTARY 

 

M CALDWELL: I knew I was going to meet her on the Sunday, so I sent 

her numerous texts, tried to phone her and just got the same answer – ‘This phone is switched 

off.’ 

 

W CALDWELL: We had to do something, because she never ever 

missed a Sunday with her mum.  Then phoned the manager of the hostel, who said that they 

were beginning to become concerned themselves, so I thanked him and immediately called 

the police. 

 

O CONNOR: On May 8
th

, 2005, Emma’s naked body was found in a 

remote woodland near the village of Roberton in Lanarkshire.  Strathclyde Police, stung by 

criticism that they had failed to properly investigate previous prostitute murders, went to 

remarkable lengths to get information from the public, even projecting a 60 foot high image 

of Emma’s face onto a tower block. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE 
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JOHNSON: We will take this case to a successful conclusion.  It 

might take seven months, it might take seven years.  We will absolutely pursue this case to a 

conclusion, no matter how long it takes. 

 

O CONNOR: Fifty detectives worked around the clock to find 

Emma’s killer – or killers.  Hundreds of cars were seized, thousands of witnesses traced and 

their DNA samples taken.  More than 8,000 interviews were carried out.  Back then, Emma’s 

father, Willie, took some comfort from the sheer scale and enormous energy being put into 

the police inquiry. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE 

 

W CALDWELL: We must find who has done this.  Our lives are in 

limbo till this person is caught, and we back the police 100% with our whole family.  We will 

do everything possible to help the police, because they are doing everything possible to help 

us. 

 

O CONNOR: Ten years on, I’ve come here to Holyrood in 

Edinburgh to meet John Finnie.  He’s an independent member of the Scottish Parliament, but 

he spent 30 years as a police officer and he remembers the Emma Caldwell inquiry as unique. 

 

FINNIE: The scale of the inquiry was unprecedented.  Broadcast 

coverage beaming the young woman’s picture onto the building – unprecedented level of 

effort, which is commendable, absolutely commendable.  I don’t think there could be 

criticism voiced at the level of effort put in by the police. 

 

O CONNOR: How difficult is it to investigate the murder of a 

woman who has been working as a street prostitute? 

 

FINNIE: Well, when you’re dealing with the murder of a sex 

worker, you have an endless selection of potential suspects, and that in itself brings 

significant challenges.  It is a very complicated matter.  The sad reality is that some of these 

women have had hundreds of contacts, indeed thousands if it’s over a period, and all of these 

individuals will have to be traced and ruled out. 
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ACTUALITY IN GLASGOW 

 

O CONNOR: I’m on the corner of Blythswood Square and West 

George Street.  This is traditionally where street prostitutes wander from here, down these 

big, wide, handsome streets. During the day full of banks, commercial businesses, lawyers’ 

offices.  But at night, after the workers have gone home, sex workers come out and walk 

these streets for hours on end, and men who want to use women as prostitutes come to these 

streets to find them.  Emma Caldwell was one of the women who walked these streets.  She 

had a particular spot on the corner of Cadogan Street, we’re just coming down to it now.   

 

MCILVEEN: The girls are so desperate that they’ll take a fiver for 

full sex. 

 

O CONNOR: Anne McIlveen knows about the grim reality of street 

prostitution in Glasgow.  It’s a long way from Diary of a Call Girl. 

 

MCILVEEN: Its men from every walk of life.  You’re talking frae 

the top right to just wee Joe Soap in the street.   

 

O CONNOR: How do the men treat the girls? 

 

MCILVEEN: I’m sitting in a church, otherwise I would use quite a 

strong word, but a lot of the girls are used the way you wouldnae use a dog.  They give 

animals more respect in this country. 

 

O CONNOR: I’ve been working on this investigation for a long time 

now, and I have to admit it’s become much more than just another story.  I’ve tried to speak 

to as many of those involved in the Emma Caldwell case as possible in a testing, sometimes 

frustrating attempt to work out just what happened here. 

 

ACTUALITY OUTDOORS 

 

  



- 6 - 

O CONNOR: I’m standing under a bridge off Bridge Street and 

Kingston Street.  It’s a Turkish area.  There’s a belly dancing club and there are lots of 

Turkish cafes.  This is the last place that the police think Emma Caldwell was before she 

disappeared.  They were able to identify that her phone was called by a Turkish man, 

Abubekir Oncu, at twenty past eleven on 4
th

 April, 2005.  After that, Emma seems to have 

disappeared. 

 

ANWAR: Well, the police were clearly interested in Mr Oncu, 

because he was the last person to have called Emma Caldwell. 

 

O CONNOR: Oncu is represented by criminal defence lawyer, 

Aamer Anwar. 

Why was he calling her? 

 

ANWAR: He knew Emma Caldwell and had used her as a 

prostitute.  They then wished to trace him and find out that he has left the country.  He had 

gone to Turkey.  Mr Oncu left the country seven days later – not the same day, not the same 

night, not the next day, but seven days later.  He then becomes aware that the police are 

looking for him. What stood out right from the beginning was that Turkey didn’t have an 

extradition treaty.  There was absolutely no need for Abubekir Oncu to return to this country, 

he had family in Turkey who are well off, and he could have just simply stayed there.  But in 

fact he actually got on a flight, came back, was met by officers at the airport and taken in for 

questioning.  This was not the actions of a murderer. 

 

O CONNOR: Within a few weeks, the police interest in the Turks 

sharpened further. 

 

ACTUALITY ON SUBWAY 

 

O CONNOR: I’ve jumped on the Glasgow subway system and I’m 

going to meet with a man who was interviewed by the police repeatedly about the Emma 

Caldwell murder.  He’s asked not to be identified, so I have agreed to call him Ahmed. 

 

ACTUALITY OF LOUDSPEAKER ANNOUNCEMENT 
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ANNOUNCER: The next station is Bridge Street. 

 

AHMED: It was happening to every single Turkish person who 

was living in the city.  We were getting picked up from our work.  I personally went about 

five or six police stations in Glasgow.  Every day everyone was feeling like who’s going to 

get picked up today. 

 

O CONNOR: And had you ever been in trouble with the police 

before? 

 

AHMED: Never, never. 

 

O CONNOR: What were they asking you about in these interviews? 

 

AHMED: They were showing me hundreds and hundreds and 

hundreds of pictures and asking me if I knew these people.  The ones that I knew, I said, 

‘Yes, I know them.’  ‘How do you know them?  Tell me how you met,’ and it was just 

questions like that. 

 

O CONNOR: But then they also began to ask you more direct 

questions related to Emma Caldwell. 

 

AHMED: They were asking me have I ever used Emma as a 

prostitute, and my answer was saying no. 

 

ACTUALITY OF DOOR BANGING 

 

BERLOW: Hi Eamon, how are you doing? 

 

O CONNOR: Good, thanks.  Can we go on through to the back? 

 

BERLOW: Yeah sure, right to the back. 
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O CONNOR: I’m meeting another defence lawyer, Matthew Berlow, 

who acted for Husseyin Cobanoglu.  He ran a Turkish community café just round the corner. 

Why were the police interested in the café? 

 

BERLOW: During their investigations, they spoke to many 

working girls, and those working girls told the police that there was a particular Turkish 

community café that they would be taken to.  They discussed the manager of the café, a man 

called Husseyin Cobanoglu, and they told the police that they had been treated very roughly 

by him. 

 

O CONNOR: What did the police conclude, based on this initial bit 

of information gathering? 

 

BERLOW: The combination of the fact that the last person to call 

Emma Caldwell was a Turk and the working girls advising them of the goings on at the 

Turkish community café, led the police to come to not a conclusion, but a decision to 

concentrate their efforts on the Turkish connection. 

 

ACTUALITY IN BRIDGE STREET CAFÉ 

 

O CONNOR: So this is the Bridge Street Café.  When you walk in, 

straight off the street, it’s a shabby little place with a pool table and some card tables, an 

electric bar fire on the wall to give some heat during the Glaswegian winters.  A few 

paintings and photographs of life back in Turkey.  There is a food counter, serving cold 

drinks, Turkish tea.  The police decided they needed to put some surveillance devices. They 

raided the café, they closed it down, they got everybody out and then they put some 

microphones throughout the building and then they started recording conversations. 

The police secretly recorded conversations between dozens of Turkish men in the busy café 

for more than two years.  Then, on August 31
st
 2007, they struck. 

 

EXTRACT FROM NEWS PROGRAMME 

 

PRESENTER: Good evening, and welcome to Reporting Scotland.  

Tonight: 
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NEWSREADER: Dramatic developments in the hunt for the killer of 

Emma Caldwell.  Tonight, police have arrested four men in connection with her death. 

 

O CONNOR: Ahmed was shocked to learn that police had arrested 

four other Turkish men - Halil Kandil, Husseyin Cobanoglu, Abubekir Oncu, and Mustafa 

Soylemez, all of whom, the police claimed, they had caught on tape talking about Emma’s 

murder.  Ahmed says that at first the police tried to suggest he was involved too, by reading 

him translated extracts from the surveillance tapes. 

 

AHMED: They were saying that they had listening devices in the 

coffee shop and they were listening to conversations and, like, they had proof.  Ten times 

they were saying that I was in a conversation and her name was getting mentioned and such 

like a person was done horrible things.  And I says, no, I never said those things, and I said no 

to every single question.   

 

O CONNOR: You were being told by the police that they’d got 

evidence? 

 

AHMED: Uh huh.  Police said, ‘Today’s the day, the truth is 

coming out, you’re going to tell us the truth,’ and I says, ‘Well, I’ve been telling you the truth 

from day one.’  I think they were determined that it was them and that’s it, they’ve got the 

people who actually committed this crime, and that was it. 

 

O CONNOR: Emma’s family were relieved to think that the police 

might have finally worked out who had killed their daughter. 

 

M CALDWELL: And the police came to talk to us about it and we were 

obviously delighted, we thought we’d got the outcome we’d wanted, we’d found these 

people.  We were obviously desperate for an outcome, we wanted closure, really wanted 

closure. 

 

O CONNOR: You thought this was the end? 
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M CALDWELL: We thought this was the end, uh huh, we thought this 

was the end, that these men were arrested and now they would be charged and then it would 

go to court and that would be it. 

 

O CONNOR: The police had eye witness evidence that Emma had 

visited the café in the past and they knew that at least one of the suspects was a sometimes 

violent user of prostitutes in the café.  A drop of Emma’s blood was found there too.  But the 

strongest evidence – and it lay at the heart of the police case against the four Turks – was a 

series of apparent admissions made by and about the men and captured on the hidden police 

surveillance devices.  The perhaps predictable problem for the listening Scottish detectives 

was that all of the conversations were in Turkish.  Defence lawyer, Matthew Berlow, 

reviewed the police case against the Turks. 

 

BERLOW: What transpired was that the police did employ 

Turkish translators; they brought police officers from London to help with the translations.  

The immediate problem I can see with that is they are police officers, so they would have had 

a particular agenda in relation to the translations. 

 

O CONNOR: What you’ve just said is very contentious and you 

don’t know that that’s what happened. 

 

BERLOW: I fear that what may have happened is that because 

these particular officers have been given this briefing, been given the agenda, then they’ve 

perhaps been over-enthusiastic about reaching that particular conclusion. 

 

ACTUALITY IN CAFÉ 

 

O CONNOR: So the police have hidden these microphones around 

this café, hoping to gather better evidence that the Turkish men they suspected of killing 

Emma Caldwell had actually done it and that they would make some admissions.  The 

problem was that microphones will go for the loudest noise in the room and in this room – as 

you can hear – there’s quite a lot of background noise.  A couple of men across the room 

from me now are talking quietly to one another.  I can just about hear the fact that they’re 

making some noise, but the other men, who are talking probably about something entirely  
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O CONNOR cont: differently, are making much more noise.  Now if 

you’re trying to work out who is saying what, that’s quite a challenge. 

The defence lawyers acting for the four Turks were given extracts from the surveillance tapes 

along with translations into English provided by the Turkish speaking police officers, that the 

police and the Crown said were incriminating. 

 

BERLOW: I had to know exactly what was on these recordings 

rather than simply rely on the Crown transliteration of them.  I hired a Turkish interpreter of 

my own, independently of the police. 

 

O CONNOR: And what did he tell you? 

 

BERLOW: He came back to me and said, ‘These recordings have 

not been translated properly by the police,’ so I was shocked, taken aback at the implications 

of this. 

 

O CONNOR: Matthew Berlow warned the Crown that there appeared 

to be something wrong with the translation of the surveillance tapes.  The police finally 

realised that they would have to hire proper translators to listen to a sample of the tapes.  The 

new translation team was led by then Oxford-based academic, Professor Kerem Oktem. 

 

OKTEM: Representatives of Strathclyde Police got in contact 

with me, told me that, ‘We have some recordings relating to a court case and we’re not quite 

sure whether the translation we have received is reliable or not,’ and so that was the basic 

premise on which we started listening. 

 

O CONNOR: Inside the café, unaware that they were being bugged, 

there was a recurring theme to the conversations between the Turkish men. They were talking 

– sometimes anxiously to one another – about what the police were asking them during the 

hundreds of interviews that were being carried out. 

 

OKTEM: There were conversations where they would be talking 

about their questioning at the police station, for instance, and you would have sentences like, 

‘So you did this,’ but it would be often in the context of, ‘So the police accused you of you  
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OKTEM cont: doing this,’ right?  And once you take that out of that 

context, it looks as if someone says, ‘Well you killed her,’ but in fact it is, ‘Well, so they said 

you killed her?’ and so on, and it was only after listening ten times, for instance, when we 

realised, hold on, he’s not saying you killed her. 

 

O CONNOR: One of the challenges for the police interpreters was 

that they were trying to hear what was being said over the constant noise of a particularly 

noisy game called Okey, which is a bit like a cross between dominoes and slam poker. 

 

OKTEM: There was one conversation where they talk about 

hitting her under, putting her under a block and, you know, killing off and so on. 

 

O CONNOR: The problem for the police was that there was another, 

innocent explanation for these sinister-sounding words.  In the game Okey, players talk about 

killing the lady and putting her under the block.  One of the Turkish PhD students working 

with Professor Oktem recognised the game’s unusual words. 

 

OKTEM: It turned out that, you know, this colleague who 

actually knows this game, says that these are technical terms which you use while you play it 

– kill off somebody and pulling down a block actually refers to different stages of the game. 

 

O CONNOR: But taken out of context, it could be construed …. 

 

OKTEM: It could easily be construed to mean that they’ve taken 

her and put her under a block or buried her, killed her. It could easily have been construed as 

such. 

 

O CONNOR: Misconstrued. 

 

OKTEM: Yeah, misconstrued. 

 

O CONNOR: Professor Oktem and his two PhD students spent 400 

hours listening to all of the material provided by the Scottish Police very carefully, rewinding 

and replaying key sections again and again, and only then comparing notes to see if they  
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O CONNOR cont: could reach an agreed form of words that fairly 

reflected what the men in the café were actually saying.  They reached a conclusion that 

would not be welcomed by the Scottish police. 

 

OKTEM: We concluded that based on the material we were 

provided, the recordings, that it was not possible to make any conclusive statement about 

their involvement in the murder.  It was simply not possible based on the material in the 

recordings. 

 

O CONNOR: Did you hear anyone speak on these tapes that the 

police had recorded say anything that convinced you that these men were the killers of Emma 

Caldwell? 

 

OKTEM: No, nothing which convinced us as such.  What they 

had heard and translated was very different from what we heard and translated.  I met with 

my two colleagues and we started discussing and trying to understand why that was the case, 

and it became quite clear that it must have been the presumption of guilt.  These initial 

translations were made on the basis of the assumption that they were probably guilty. 

 

O CONNOR: Professor Oktem wrote this detailed report, stressing 

that while he didn’t think the police translators had deliberately tried to misrepresent the 

surveillance tapes, he concluded there was nothing that the Turks in the café said that proved 

they had killed Emma, so he gave this report to the police in November of 2007 and the four 

Turks were released on bail that December.  And then in June 2008, the Procurator Fiscal, 

which is the Scottish equivalent of the Crown Prosecution Service, announced that the four 

men would not face a murder trial, at least for the time being. 

Three years then passed with no sign of anyone being put on trial for Emma’s murder. By 

October 2011, Willie Caldwell, Emma’s father, was desperately ill with cancer.  From his 

deathbed he sent out a plea for someone from the Crown to tell the family something – 

anything – about the investigation into Emma’s murder. Willie’s wife, Margaret, and her 

brother Jim say that they will never forget what happened next. 
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M CALDWELL: Because he was in so much pain, the doctor had to 

increase his medication again, and he knew he was dying.  It’s almost as if he was waiting, 

waiting and hanging on to find out, to know one way or the other, who had taken his 

daughter. 

 

O CONNOR: So who came to see you and Willie in the hospital? 

 

M CALDWELL: Two senior people from the Procurator Fiscal’s office. 

 

O CONNOR: And what do you remember about what these lawyers 

told you? 

 

M CALDWELL: Willie asked the question, was it the Turkish men who 

had committed the crime, and they said lots of things, but it eventually came round to, in her 

personal opinion, she didn’t believe it was these men that had committed the crime. 

 

O CONNOR: Is there any way in which you could have got this 

wrong, Margaret? 

 

M CALDWELL: No.  Everyone in the room believed that’s what she 

was saying, that it wasn’t the Turkish men who had committed the crime. 

 

O CONNOR: And how did Willie, how did he respond to being told 

that, in this lawyers’ opinion, that they’d got the wrong guys? 

 

COYLE: You should have seen Willie’s face.  I mean the look 

on his face, the horror on his face and the disappointment that these people had got it so 

wrong. 

 

O CONNOR: Willie Caldwell died a day later, still not knowing if 

his daughter’s killer or killers would ever be brought to justice.  I asked the Procurator Fiscal 

why a senior lawyer would have told the family that she didn’t think the Turks had killed 

their daughter.  They declined to confirm or deny that this conversation took place and said it 

would be inappropriate to comment on an unresolved homicide.   
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O CONNOR cont: What made it even more difficult for the Caldwell’s 

was that the police continued to insist that they had got the right men in the four Turks.  Two 

police officers came to see Margaret and her brother Jim in 2013 – two years after Willie had 

died. 

 

COYLE: It was a very official meeting. 

 

M CALDWELL: It wasn’t the cosy, comfy meetings we used to have. 

 

COYLE: No.  It was definitely a kind of legal department’s 

jargon, you know. They had a written statement in front of them that they kind of read out to 

us, but definitely that they weren’t looking for anyone else.  Now when somebody tells you 

they’re not looking for anyone else, what do you instantly think? 

 

M CALDWELL: And you said, ‘Does that mean you still think it was 

these Turkish men that killed Emma?’  They just repeated at this point … 

 

COYLE: That’s right. 

 

M CALDWELL: This is what it came over to me as – no, we’re not 

looking for anyone else because we still think it was them. 

 

O CONNOR: The Caldwells told me that they had been convinced by 

the police.  The only reason the trial hadn’t gone ahead was because one Turkish speaking 

Scottish police officer had made a terrible mistake in the translations.  I’ve had to tell the 

Caldwells that this was not true because the translations were also carried out by at least eight 

other police officers brought up from London.  The four Turks have still never been officially 

cleared by the police of any involvement in her death.  The Caldwells were even more 

confused when they read that Halil Kandil, the suspect who, in the police version of events, 

was supposed to be the actual killer of Emma, had reached a confidential out of court 

settlement with the police and the Crown. 
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M CALDWELL: I remember back in October 2013, Jim called me on 

the telephone to ask me if I’d seen the newspaper.  I hadn’t seen the newspaper.  And he said 

one of the Turkish men had sued the police for £100,000 and that the three other men 

intended on suing too, and that the man had taken an out of court settlement.  So it was secret, 

we don’t know what exactly he got. 

 

O CONNOR: Ten years on, no one has ever been put on trial for 

Emma’s murder.  But now, after a bit of digging, I’ve unearthed the fact that there was 

another suspect who had come to the attention of the police right back at the beginning of 

their inquiries.  The problem was, he wasn’t Turkish, he was white Scottish. 

 

MUSIC 

 

DETECTIVE [VOICED BY ACTOR]: We were interested in this other guy, the local 

man, because of his obsession with Emma.  He’d given Emma grief.  And then we learned 

about his obsessive use of other prostitutes and his history of sexual violence. 

 

O CONNOR: I’ve spoken to three retired detectives who worked on 

the Emma Caldwell inquiry.  None of them was prepared to be identified, but one of them 

agreed that we could use his words. 

 

DETECTIVE [VOICED BY ACTOR]: But he was not the prime suspect back then.  

The prime suspects were always the Turks.  We were being told by very experienced senior 

detectives that the Turks did it and that took the local guy out of the equation. 

 

O CONNOR: I want to find out more about this local guy, so I’m 

going back to see Anne McIlveen.  She tried to help Emma and other women working as 

prostitutes and she remembers Emma talking about one client. 

 

MCILVEEN: She was frightened.  There was one in particular that 

she was frightened of and it wasn’t just her that was frightened of him.  There was other girls 

that were frightened of this one particular person. 

 

O CONNOR: Why were they terrified of him?  
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MCILVEEN: Because of what he did when he was with them.  And 

these girls have been assaulted by him and raped by him and not been able to go to the police 

with their information. 

 

O CONNOR: Why not? 

 

MCILVEEN: Because the girls have got warrants, outstanding 

warrants, the girls, they wouldnae do it. 

 

O CONNOR: And what did he look like? 

 

MCILVEEN: Physically he was very muscly.  Emma told me she 

was frightened of him.  And at the time when Emma was murdered I gave a statement and in 

that statement I said that there was somebody she was frightened of.  I didnae know the guy’s 

name. 

 

O CONNOR: June 22
nd

 2005, six weeks after Emma’s body had been 

found, the local man was brought in for questioning as a witness, after being seen kerb 

crawling.  Defence lawyer, Matthew Berlow. 

 

BERLOW: At first he told the police that he didn’t know Emma, 

but he did at that time admit to using prostitutes, in particular using young blonde prostitutes 

who didn’t look like drug users. 

 

O CONNOR: Emma was blonde and 27 when she disappeared.  The 

police called the man back for a second interview. 

 

BERLOW: He had changed his story somewhat in that he now 

admitted that he noticed Emma regularly standing on the street corner when he was cruising 

the red light district.  Clearly as he was a suspect/witness in the minds of the police, he was 

brought back for interview on many occasions and will recall that he told the police that he 

did not know Emma Caldwell.  That turned out to be a lie.  He then changed his story to 

saying that he had noticed her and then eventually he began admitting to the police that he 

had actually been with her ten or eleven times, maybe more. 
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O CONNOR: On August 4
th

, 2006, in the fourth interview with the 

man, there was a major breakthrough. 

 

BERLOW: He eventually admitted that he had taken prostitutes to 

a particular area, a remote wooded area near a place called Roberton in Lanarkshire, which is 

about 40 minutes south of Glasgow city centre.  And it transpired that he would demand that 

the woman stripped naked for outdoor sex.  Several prostitutes and his previous partners told 

the police that he sometimes liked to put his hand on their throat during sex. 

 

O CONNOR: Why was that significant? 

 

BERLOW: Well, the significance of that is that pathology showed 

that Emma Caldwell had been strangled. 

 

ACTUALITY IN WOODS, CAR DOOR BANGING 

 

O CONNOR: We’re about 30 miles south of Glasgow in woods near 

Roberton in Lanarkshire. The man told police he liked to come to this remote area to have sex 

with prostitute women and that sometimes the women got a bit frightened – and it’s not 

surprising when you see the kind of lonely isolated place that it is.  So they’d walk up this 

lane, it’s potholed, there are puddles, there’s a red track, and it’s undulating in front of me off 

into the distance, but there’s nobody else around, it’s a very lonely, quiet place, secluded.  

There are big banks of trees on either side and the man would walk into the trees, 

disappearing from view with the women that he brought with him, and then he couldn’t be 

seen by anyone and he could do what he wanted. 

Between June 2005 and March 2007, the detectives looking at this man took over one 

hundred statements from and about him.  But at the same time they were being given 

repeated assurances by the detectives running the surveillance operation against the Turks. 

 

DETECTIVE [VOICED BY ACTOR]: When we would say, ‘We’ve got a pretty good 

suspect in this local man,’ they would say, ‘No, no, no, you don’t understand.  We’ve got the 

Turks, we’ve got them on tape talking about killing Emma.’  They were telling us, ‘We know 

what they did, she was strangled at a party at the café, her body was taken into the basement  
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DETECTIVE cont: and put in a freezer, it was power washed to remove 

DNA, then wrapped in a blue carpet and taken down the country and dumped.  We’ve got 

them on tape talking about all of that.’  

 

O CONNOR: A lot seemed to hinge on the possibility that a blue 

carpet fibre found on Emma’s body matched the blue carpet found in the Turkish café.  But 

ultimately they couldn’t be linked forensically. 

 

DETECTIVE [VOICED BY ACTOR]: Once that bit of evidence fell away, we began to 

think, hang on a minute, there’s a much better suspect here.  When the local man finally told 

us about taking Emma to the countryside, we realised that he was a far better suspect and we 

wanted to charge him, but we weren’t allowed to. 

 

O CONNOR: The local man had moved from being just one of 

thousands of men who had admitted using prostitutes into a very different category. 

 

BERLOW: Although insisting that he had never harmed Emma, he 

did admit to taking her to that very same spot on six previous occasions.  Compellingly, he 

took them to the remote spot he was describing. 

 

O CONNOR: And what happened? 

 

BERLOW: The detectives soon realised that the very spot he was 

taking them to was the spot where Emma’s body had been found. 

 

ACTUALITY IN WOODS 

 

O CONNOR: I’m standing in an area of woodland. There is a 

shallow ditch with muddy water, rainwater, and there are pine needles on the ground under 

my feet.  It’s dark and sheltered.  This is the area where Emma Caldwell’s body was found. 

The local man who had admitted to lying to the police about his strong connection to Emma, 

who had told the police about his history of sexual violence towards prostitutes, and who had 

taken them to the remote area where Emma’s body had been found, was allowed to go free in 

March 2007.  Three months later, on August 31
st
, 2007, it was the four Turks who were  
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O CONNOR cont: arrested and charged with Emma’s murder.  But after 

the confusion over the surveillance translations, the four were released a year later. 

 

MUSIC 

 

O CONNOR: The officers, who wanted to charge the local man, have 

struggled to understand what happened. 

 

DETECTIVE [VOICED BY ACTOR]: The cops who wanted to go after the Turks 

weren’t bad guys.  They honestly believed it was the Turks.  They convinced themselves it 

was the Turks.  But it was the local man, he stood out like a beacon. 

 

O CONNOR: John Finnie was a police officer for thirty years before 

going into politics.  When I told him about this suspect, with a history of sexual violence 

towards prostitutes, a sinister connection with Emma and a detailed knowledge of the remote 

area where her body was found, the former police officer could barely believe it. 

 

FINNIE: Well it’s forty years since I learned the definition at the 

Scottish Police College, but circumstantial evidence alone would dictate there that there’s a 

motive, there’s ability, but most importantly there’s special knowledge, there’s special 

knowledge.  All the characteristics you gave of that individual could apply to many other 

people.  What marks that individual out separately is the special knowledge of the locus, the 

place where subsequently Emma was located. 

 

ACTUALITY OF SAT NAV 

 

SAT NAV: Turn right after 150 yards. 

 

O CONNOR: I’m going back to see Margaret Caldwell and her 

brother, Jim.  Margaret’s husband, Willie, died in 2011, having been told by the police that 

they still considered the Turkish men suspects, but he had also been told by the Procurator 

Fiscal that she didn’t think the men had done it, so he died not knowing who had killed his 

daughter.  And I am going to have to tell Margaret and Jim what I have found out.  It’s not 

going to be easy. 
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ACTUALITY OF DOOR OPENING 

 

O CONNOR: Hello. 

 

M CALDWELL: Hi!  Please come in. 

 

O CONNOR: I’ve established that there was another man, who 

wasn’t Turkish, a local Scottish white man, who had a very violent history, who was an 

obsessive user of prostitutes and who had become a bit obsessed with Emma.  And I’ve also 

established that he had taken Emma to the woods in Roberton. 

 

M CALDWELL: I find it hard to believe.  If you’d ever been to 

Roberton, it’s in the middle of nowhere, it’s a very strange place – quiet and strange – and 

you’d have to know where it was.  Definitely have to know where it was.   And we 

mentioned this the first time we went down there, we were so shocked about how lonely and 

how out of the way it was, and we discussed it among ourselves, that surely it must be 

someone that knew this area that had murdered Emma. 

 

COYLE: What the police have told us is their version of the 

truth.  It’s what they probably believe to be the truth.  But if you look at it logically, 

especially in view of the light of the latest information, that this is a man that went to 

Roberton with Emma, you’ve got to challenge it; you’ve got to say, ‘Wait a minute, a lot of 

your time’s been wasted here.’  I believe the police have taken a wrong path to this.  I believe 

wholeheartedly they’ve taken the wrong path and this man that we now know about, that 

went to Roberton with Emma, this is a big thing in this case, and to leave him to one side and 

whoever made the decision to leave him to one side has got it completely wrong.  There 

should have been a deeper investigation into this man. So it’s flawed, the whole thing is 

flawed.   

 

O CONNOR: I contacted Police Scotland, the successor force to 

Strathclyde Police and now the second largest police force in the UK, but no one would be 

interviewed.  Instead they have issued a statement. 
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READER IN STUDIO: April 2015 marks the tenth anniversary of Emma’s 

disappearance and death.  As with other unresolved cases, it remains under constant review.  

We are committed to carrying out any further investigation which helps to bring her killer – 

or killers – to justice.  We would welcome any new information that could assist us with that 

aim. 

 

FINNIE: I have asked the Lord Advocate via parliamentary 

question to make a statement about the investigation.  It’s the least that the Caldwell family 

can expect. 

 

O CONNOR: John Finnie, independent member of the Scottish 

Parliament. 

 

FINNIE: For a liberal democracy to function, people need to 

have confidence in its criminal justice system.  There’s been very well documented cases – 

fortunately not many in Scotland – but people will think of, for instance, the Birmingham Six, 

the Guildford Four, where you start off with a premise and then everything that’s collected 

evidentially is to support that premise at the expense of, disregarding things that may prove 

the reverse.  And the most disarming thing anyone can do, a police officer, a prosecutor, is 

sometimes to put their hands up and say, ‘Sorry, got that wrong.’  That’s a strength, it’s not a 

weakness and it sometimes takes a strength of character to do that. 

 

O CONNOR: After all this time I had hoped to be able to tell 

Margaret and her brother Jim just what had gone wrong in the police investigation into the 

death of Emma Caldwell, but I have to admit I still don’t know why the police ultimately 

decided to charge the four Turks and let the local man go free. Which means the family are 

still left waiting for answers. 

 

COYLE: My brother in law told me on his deathbed, ‘Jim, I 

want you to search forever.  I want you to keep on at the police forever.  I want whoever 

killed my daughter to go to jail,’ he says, ‘And don’t ever give up on that.  Don’t ever give up 

on it for me or for Margaret.’ 

 

O CONNOR: What do you want to happen next? 
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M CALDWELL: I want to find my daughter’s murderer.  That’s what I 

want to happen. 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 


