
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This document explains the data gathering approach by the BBC in conjunction with CIPFA 
(Chartered Institute for Public Finance and Accountancy.) 
 
It is important to note that this research includes estimates from local authorities which are subject 
to revision over the coming months and financial year. It is a snapshot of a changing environment. 
 
It is also important to point out that a percentage reduction in expenditure does not mean a 
reduction in the level of service. Similarly, a percentage increase does not mean an increase in the 
level of service.  
 
There are a variety of reasons councils may reduce expenditure within a budget. Some councils may 
be reducing more because they historically received more; some may be saving because they are 
sharing services with other councils; some may have shifted functions and associated expenditure to 
another part of the council budget. 
 
CIPFA provided expertise over the construction of the survey to provide a clear set of data that 
would be a consistent like for like measure comparable to submissions of previous years. 
 
1. The data submitted came direct from the councils themselves.  
 
2. The figures were then assessed and verified by returning the data to the councils for double-
checking.  
 
3. The data was then checked by CIPFA, in particular for outliers. 
 
The Policy and Technical teams and Statistical teams from CIPFA ran the data through a series of 
processes to check the validity of the North/Midlands - South emphasis on Social Care. 
 
This survey collected a snapshot of local authority estimated Net Current Expenditure for selected 
areas. Net Current Expenditure is defined as expenditure on employees and running expenses net of 
sales, fees and charges, internal recharges, other non-grant income but gross of expenditure funded 
by specific grants and interest receipts.  
 
The figures that were submitted to the BBC in the public interest are necessarily early estimates at 
this stage. Figures may be subject to change and the data sheet will be updated and published online.  
 
268 of 352 councils replied to the survey.  
 
73 councils responsible for Social Care replied to the survey.  
 
For the purposes of the research, the North and Midlands is defined by those councils responsible 
for social care (41/73) who fall in the area above Hereford and Worcester. 
 
The South is defined by the BBC East region and those councils (32/73) below Hereford and 
Worcester.  
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The ‘dividing’ line has equivalence in cash terms, in broad geographical terms and in broad population 
terms.  
 
The results were tested by measuring the high level results with all figures going up or down by more 
than a third, a quarter, a fifth and a tenth (outliers) from last year excluded. In each of the four tests 
the pattern remained the same, that is, all areas show a decrease in spending except Adult Social 
Care in the South (BBC defined region). 
 
The methodology was checked by experts within the BBC and by CIPFA. 
 
BBC English Regions conducted the research from 9th February 2011 to 28th April 2011 with 
guidance and advice from CIPFA. Revisions to the data were accepted until 1700 11th May 2011 
 
Questionnaire: 
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Not every question was relevant to every council. Not every council answered every question.  
 
Estimated Net Current Expenditure, which excludes grants (specific and formula grants), but does 
include fees and charges and other income. 
 
Net current Expenditure is defined by CIPFA’s SeRCOP as including:  
Employees expenditure  
Running expenses  
Income from sales fees and charges  
Other income 
 
Net Current Expenditure is defined as expenditure on employees and running expenses net of sales, 
fees and charges, internal recharges, other non-grant income (such as receipts from other 
authorities), but gross of expenditure funded by specific grants and interest receipts 
 
What is the definition of culture? – Authorities already have the SeRCOP (Service Reporting Code of 
Practice). The definition for Cultural and Related services is on page 149 and is as follows: 
 
Includes:  
Culture & Heritage  
Recreation & Sport  
Open Spaces  
Tourism  
Library Service 
 
Environmental and Regulatory Services. Looking at SeRCOP both environmental protection and 
waste services are included in Environmental and Regulatory Services. 
 
CIPFA - The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy, CIPFA, is the professional body 
for people in public finance. CIPFA’s 14,000 members work throughout the public services, in 
national audit agencies, in major accountancy firms, and in other bodies where public money needs to 
be effectively and efficiently managed. As the world's only professional accountancy body to specialise 
in public services, CIPFA has a long history of dealing with public finance data and surveys. 
 
The CIPFA Service Reporting Code of Practice (SeRCOP) replaces the previous Best Value 
Accounting Code of Practice (BVACOP) from 2011/12. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


