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Producer:  Paul Grant 

Reporter:  Jenny Cuffe 

Editor:  David Ross 

 

ACTUALITY AT GARE DU NORD 

 

CUFFE: I’ve just arrived off the Eurostar at the Gare du Nord and 

there are clear signs that France is on high alert.  There are heavily armed soldiers patrolling 

the concourse and also groups of armed police.  Ever since France sent troops into Mali, this 

country is really afraid that there will be a terrorist attack. 

 

MUSIC UNDER 

 

TREVIDIC: They think that France is the enemy.  It is very simple, in 

fact.  We are the enemy number one. 

 

MAN: We have in France a strong community of radical 

Islamists who are ready to fight, to carry out the Jihad abroad, but they can also have the 

intention to carry out the Jihad in France itself. 

 

CUFFE: So counter terrorism officials are bracing themselves for 

a possible reprisal on French soil. But if their fears are realised, will that attack come from 

outside the country or within?  And, as one of the country’s allies in Mali, could Britain be in 

the firing line too? Tonight, File on 4 has evidence that attempts are being made to recruit 

British Jihadists to join Al Qaeda in North Africa. 
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MOHAMMED [VIA INTERPRETER]: He said he came to them and tried to convince 

them, telling them ‘We have to go for Jihad in Mali, because there are disbelievers over there.’  

They mentioned the desert, the Sahara.  They said we have to fight there as well. 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

 

ACTUALITY OF TRAIN 

 

CUFFE: To find out more about the nature of the terrorist threat 

in France, I’m first travelling south of Paris on the TGV to the city of Toulouse.  It’s almost 

exactly a year since an Islamist terrorist called Mohammed Merah set out on a deadly mission.  

In two separate incidents, Merah killed three soldiers, then he headed for a Jewish school in 

Toulouse, where he shot a Rabbi and three small children. 

 

ACTUALITY AT SCHOOL GATE 

 

YARDENI: Est-ce qu’on ouvrir la porte, s’il vous plaît ? 

 

CUFFE: So this is a very big steel gate, Nicole, for a school? 

 

YARDENI: It is a big gate and it’s probably quite difficult to have 

that ambiguous feeling that you want to protect .... 

 

CUFFE: Nicole Yardeni represents the region’s Jewish 

community and we’re visiting a primary school that looks more like a fortress.  

There are police as well, when they arrive in the morning and leave in the evening? 

 

YARDENI: The police is there, you know, waiting outside, really 

outside the cars, standing to be sure that everything goes well until the last child is in, and 

everything is well when the last child leaves the school, and during the day they do rounds. 

 

ACTUALITY OF CHILDREN PLAYING 



-  3 - 

CUFFE: It’s break time and children are playing happily in the 

sunshine – the usual mixture of ball games and seemingly purposeless running about.  It’s a 

carefree scene, but overshadowed by security. 

And the high wall? Is this wall new since the shooting? 

 

YARDENI: No, that wall did exist before, but we’re going to build 

unfortunately more on the other side because it’s a little too close to the highway and 

everybody thinks, what if someone shoots from the highway? 

  

CUFFE: In the past year, the young pupils here have come to 

terms with the fact that three of their friends have died in one of France’s most horrendous 

terror attacks at a sister school across town.  

 

ACTUALITY AT SCENE OF SHOOTING 

 

CUFFE: The three children who were killed were standing here, 

outside the Ozar Hatorah school in a well to do, quiet street in Toulouse.  They were waiting 

for a bus that would take them on to their primary school.  It’s hard to imagine what a shock it 

must have been when Mohammed Merah burst into this area and started shooting. 

 

MATOUSOF [VIA INTERPRETER]: The shock was immense, because in the first 

moments we didn’t know what had happened or who had been killed, so we had heard it was 

little children who were wounded. 

 

CUFFE: Josef Matousof, every inch the Rabbi with his full grey 

beard, is the primary head teacher.  

 

MATOUSOF [VIA INTERPRETER]: We had to tell the children that something had 

happened and that there were three missing in three classes.  The youngest was in first class, 

but the oldest had been right through the school for eight years, so it was impossible to hide 

things. 
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CUFFE: The killer, Mohammed Merah, was a 23 year old 

Muslim of Algerian descent. His main targets were military personnel who’d fought in 

Afghanistan and it seems that he chose the school almost as an afterthought. It later emerged 

that he’d spent time in Afghanistan and Pakistan, where it’s thought he had contact with Al 

Qaeda.  After his last murders, which he captured on a video camera attached to his helmet, he 

returned to a rented apartment in a building close to the centre of Toulouse, where for 32 hours 

he was under police siege. His next door neighbour remembers it all too vividly. 

 

NEIGHBOUR [VIA INTERPRETER]: At three in the morning there were gunshots in the 

road and in the corridor and they took over the apartment.  He said he was a soldier of Jihad, so 

that’s when we realised he must be the killer. It’s hard to believe - this was a kid who was very 

angry and demanded that they call his mother. It’s like they are two different people. Even if he 

committed atrocities and was a monster, he died under our window, he died here.  

 

ACTUALITY OF WALK TO MERAH’S FLAT 

 

CUFFE: Where did it happen?  Where was Merah?  Which flat? 

 

BKHAIT: On the first floor. 

 

CUFFE: The shutters are closed, aren’t they? 

 

BKHAIT: Always closed. 

 

CUFFE: Morad Bkhait is a research student at the University of 

Toulouse who’s investigating Islamist extremism. This time last year, an army of police 

officers was in this street while Merah was barricaded inside the bathroom, surrounded by 

weapons. Then suddenly he emerged, firing a Kalashnikov, wounding two policemen before 

falling from the window onto the ground below. To Mr Bkhait’s dismay, the site attracts a 

steady stream of unwelcome visitors. 

 

BKHAIT: They come to see the place where Mohammed Merah 

died and they want to celebrate that. 

 

CUFFE: To celebrate it? 
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BKHAIT: That’s it. 

 

CUFFE: So this flat has become a kind of shrine, you say? A kind 

of pilgrimage? 

 

BKHAIT: That’s right.  That’s sad to say, but maybe for the first 

year there is a lot of people want, will come and drop some flowers and pray for Mohammed 

Merah.  

 

CUFFE: So what do these same people say about his victims, 

about for instance the three children whom he killed? 

 

BKHAIT: For a lot of people this is a good answer, this is a good 

choice, and when he killed that child, he just show to the world that the Muslim don’t want to 

be oppressed anymore. 

 

ACTUALITY OF WOMAN CRYING 

 

CUFFE: And that’s very difficult for his immediate neighbour.  

She describes seeing a group of men at the window and the look of hatred in their eyes.  She 

says it was like being assaulted, but she had to stare back at them to show she wasn’t defeated.  

She says that recently in Toulouse there’s become a real chasm between Muslims and others.  

You can sense the hatred. 

 

ACTUALITY OF CALL TO PRAYER 

 

CUFFE: There are about fifty to sixty thousand Muslims in 

Toulouse – not an exact figure because France doesn’t count.  Here everyone’s French, 

irrespective of race or religion. The head of the Regional Council of Muslims is Abdul Latif 

Melouki – an Imam, though clean shaven and casually dressed.  

 

MELOUKI [VIA INTERPRETER]: 99.9% of Muslims reacted to the attack in exactly the 

same way as the rest of the population. 
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CUFFE: Isn’t it up to leaders like yourself to say very, very firmly 

to Muslims here in Toulouse and in France in general that any respect for Merah, any respect 

for what he’s done is utterly to be condemned?   

 

MELOUKI [VIA INTERPRETER]: Those people who embrace Jihad and want to find young 

people to fight Jihad, there is nothing we can do about them.  It may be that they’re so 

indoctrinated that they are certainly not going to listen to us telling them that they shouldn’t do 

it, that it is wrong.  I think it is dangerous, it is something we should be worried about. He’s 

done harm to the way Muslims are perceived.  It has generated a huge amount of prejudice and 

we Muslims are the first victims of this terrorism. 

 

CUFFE: A number of suspects have been arrested in connection 

with the Toulouse attacks, but so far only one person has been charged – one of Merah’s 

brothers who was with him when he bought the scooter that he used for his killing spree.  

 

TREVIDIC: Mohammed Merah was a big shock for us. It was the 

first terrorist attack in France since 96. 

 

CUFFE: Judge Mark Trévidic is France’s leading figure in the 

fight against terrorism.  In the French judicial system, judges carry out investigations as well as 

presiding over trials.  Not only was the Toulouse attack the first in France since the Paris 

railway bomb carried out by Algerian extremists, it was the work of a home grown terrorist, 

born and brought in France.  

 

TREVIDIC: The problem with Mohammed Merah was only the fact 

that the population discovered this new threat of what we call individual Jihad or domestic 

terrorism. It’s really the domestic terrorism, it’s really the big threat for the years which are 

coming.  There will be other Merahs, I am sure of that, because that the only way the Islamic 

groups in the world can do something in our country, I think they are less powerful than in the 

past and they don’t have any other solution than ask the Muslims in Europe to do the Jihad in 

their own country. 

 

ACTUALITY OF GUNFIRE 
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CUFFE: In January, the threat of terrorism increased overnight 

when France sent troops into Mali. Although many Malians have welcomed French soldiers on 

their soil, wanting nothing more than to see extremists driven from their country, military 

intervention is controversial.  Matthieu Guidere is professor of Islamic studies at the University 

of Toulouse. 

 

GUIDERE: The new perception is of France as western leader in the 

war against terrorism, which is translated in the mind of people as war against Islam, and since 

France has gone there alone, I mean there is only French troops from the western countries on 

the ground, this makes her the priority enemy for all these Jihadists and armed groups in 

Africa. 

 

ACTUALITY IN PARIS  

 

CUFFE: I’m now back in Paris, where police have been on the 

trail of potential Jihadists. Last month, they arrested four men who attended the same prayer 

room at Hay Les Roses as Cedric Lobo, a French Congolese social worker arrested in August 

in Niger on his way to Mali.  

Marc Trévidic says that a number of suspects have been under surveillance since last summer 

and so far there’ve been fifteen arrests, but Mali is only a few hours away from France and it’s 

easy for recruits to hop on a plane.  Another thing that makes detecting them more difficult is 

that they represent a new breed of terrorist – not French Arabs from the Maghreb, but Africans. 

The press call it the Black Jihad. 

 

TREVIDIC: We used to have problems with Maghrebians, with some 

French who became Muslim in in a radical way and now we discover that there is another part 

of the French population we must survey, we must look after, so it’s another threat to deal with. 

 

CUFFE: How much of a threat do they pose to French citizens 

and French interests? 

 

TREVIDIC: First, I think it’s only the beginning, it’s the beginning of 

a war, so it’s very difficult to know if in the future they are going to organise themselves.  For 

now there are no big cells, no big groups, it’s not organised at all. But perhaps in a few months 

or one year or two years we’re going to have the sort of phenomenon of really organised 
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TREVIDIC cont: groups, organised networks to go to Mali and to go back 

and do some bomb attacks or other terrorist attacks in France, so really it’s difficult to know 

the future.  It’s a new threat and we don’t know how big it’s going to become. 

 

CUFFE: What makes counterterrorism work more difficult is the 

fraught relationship between the French state and its Muslim and immigrant population.  

 

ACTUALITY IN CORNEUVE    

 

CUFFE: This is the notorious Courneuve, a few miles from the 

Gare du Nord in Seine St Denis. On my left is a building site where they’ve knocked down one 

of the huge 1960s housing blocks that blight this area.  Drug dealers and gangsters rule the 

roost here and it’s become almost a no-go area for police. I’ve come to meet François Vignal, 

who runs an advice centre called the Africa Association. 

 

VIGNAL: If you say you come from La Corneuve, the employer 

will be a bit afraid to employ you, and plus if you have a foreign name, it adds to your problem, 

because most of the people here are of foreign origin.  They are maybe French, their ID cards 

or their passport may be French, but they are from Algeria, from Mali, from Senegal, from 

India, from Pakistan, from all over the world actually, because in La Corneuve there’s about a 

hundred different nationalities. 

 

CUFFE: There are two things in particular which cause 

resentment among French Muslims.  First is the state’s policy of integration, which requires 

immigrants to adopt French customs and behaviour. Second is the strict adherence to 

secularism, which forbids any expression of religion in schools and institutions. Mosques have 

to be discreet, almost disguised, and there are no minarets.  And most controversial of all, 

women aren’t allowed to wear the veil in public places. Ironically, the law has had the reverse 

effect.  François Vignal says that some Muslims are turning to a more fundamentalist religion 

for their identity.  

 

VIGNAL: We’ve noticed a peak in extremism, especially for small 

things, at first you know for halal meat, for the way you have to dress.  It has gotten further.  

Women wearing scarf, men with a long beard and, you know, traditional clothes.  Some people 
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VIGNAL cont: are trying to put into the head of the mass population of 

the project that they are Muslim and not French. 

 

CUFFE: In the last few weeks, the Minister of the Interior has 

announced that several foreign preachers are to be expelled because of their extremist views 

which run counter to the values of France. One of the names on his list is an Imam in Seine St 

Denis.   

 

ACTUALITY ON WAY TO MOSQUE 

 

CUFFE: This building over the road here, which looks to me like 

an ordinary brick house with blue windows and doors, that is the mosque? 

 

HENNICHE: Yes, that is the mosque.  There are no writing here, 

nothing to say that it’s a mosque.  No, nothing, but it .... 

 

CUFFE: And no minaret either. 

 

HENNICHE: No minaret and no call to the prayer, nothing.  It is like 

any building here, any building here. 

 

CUFFE: Mohammed Henniche represents the Association of 

Muslims in this part of Paris. He says the preacher who’s threatened with deportation is a 

Tunisian who’s lived here for twenty years and is popular with young people.  If he has upset 

the authorities, it may be because he is a strong opponent of the proposed new law allowing 

gay marriage – an issue that’s as divisive in France as it is in Britain. 

 

HENNICHE: The people are very angry. They don’t understand what 

the Imam will be expelled.  If he say, ‘All Muslim, kill these people,’ ah it is not good if he say 

this, but he don’t say this.  He say, ‘I am against this law.’  Muslims here are very 

discriminated.  All people has the possibility to say, ‘I am against this law.’  If a Muslim say, ‘I 

am against it,’ – oh, you are terrorist.  Why?  Some people want Muslim just here to work, eat 

and sleep. 
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CUFFE: Resentful unemployed youngsters are ideal material for 

political ideologues recruiting for the Jihad. Security experts point to the internet as a means of 

radicalisation, but on the ground I’ve been told the traditional methods of clandestine meetings 

and hushed telephone calls still apply. 

 

ACTUALITY IN CAR 

 

CUFFE: I’m now on the outskirts of Paris and I’m with Ludo 

LePrevier, who is a member of an ecumenical organisation trying to work on relationships, 

good relationships between Christians and Muslims.  And recently he received a call from a 

Muslim leader who says that he’s increasingly worried about radicalisation and the fact that 

Muslims now want to go and fight the Jihad in Mali.  He doesn’t want to be named and we’re 

meeting at a public place because, he says, he’s had threats to his life from other Muslims. 

 

LEPREVIER: It seems to me that it’s a very dangerous situation for 

him. 

 

CUFFE: What does he think might happen to him?  Did he tell 

you?  What did he say? 

 

LEPREVIER: Yes, he said me that he have a letter saying that it will 

killed if he continue to have good relationship with other peoples and Islamic people. 

 

ACTUALITY GETTING OUT OF CAR 

 

CUFFE: Ah, bonjour monsieur. 

 

MUSLIM: Bonjour madam.   

 

CUFFE: When we sit down, the Muslim leader, an Algerian by 

birth, tells me about Sálafis, members of a fundamentalist sect, who come from abroad and 

infiltrate the mosques.  He says they hang around after prayers, waiting to talk to youngsters 

and converts, and little by little they’re ousting moderates like him and gaining control of the 

mosques.  
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MUSLIM [VIA INTERPRETER]: I know Sálafis well – they start indoctrinating them at 

the mosques, and I know French people who have converted. They have been converted and 

then they are indoctrinated, and then they send them to Yemen, to Afghanistan etc. They are 

always called by phone or through an intermediary, they are always on the alert. They are 

dormant until the day they are called on to plant a bomb, to kill someone. 

 

CUFFE: Do you think people are being recruited now?  Who have 

gone to fight? 

 

MUSLIM [VIA INTERPRETER]: I know many, many people. Some of them arrived here 

as married men, family men and are then forced to get divorced so that they can be sent to 

Mali, to Afghanistan.  I know many people who have been recruited.  They don’t like me 

actually because I speak out. I’ve had death threats. They said, we are going to kill you. 

 

CUFFE: And he’s not the only Muslim threatened by those who 

don’t agree with his views. 

 

ACTUALITY ON METRO 

 

CUFFE: I’m now on my way to see Hassan Chalgoumi, a 

Tunisian born leader who runs the Cultural Association of Muslims in Paris.  His remarks 

about the veil, which he describes as a form of imprisonment, and his good relations with the 

Jewish community, have inspired such hatred from other Muslims that he now needs 24 hour 

protection. 

 

ACTUALITY WITH SHEIKH HASSAN 

 

CUFFE: Sheikh Hassan? 

 

CHALGOUMI: Bonjour.  Bienvenue Merhaba, welcome. 

 

CUFFE: Sure enough, when we meet, he’s with three plain 

clothes policemen. 

You work with Sheikh Hassan? 
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POLICEMAN: Yeah, yeah.  We are bodyguards.  We are French police. 

 

CUFFE: Does the Sheikh Hassan need a bodyguard all the day? 

 

POLICEMAN: All day, every time, yes. 

 

CUFFE: Do you guard him at his house?  Do you guard him 

everywhere he goes? 

 

POLICEMAN: Yes, we go in the house, when he go on holiday, when 

he go every time. 

 

CUFFE: Tall and smartly dressed, Hassan Chalgoumi is an 

imposing figure, used to the limelight, even though it’s put his life in danger.  

 

CHALGOUMI [VIA INTERPRETER]: I received a number of death threats, they called 

for my murder.  They got into my house on two occasions. These people do not want dialogue, 

they are just fuelled by hatred. Once they have decided you’re a traitor and an enemy, their 

only aim is to kill you.  

 

CUFFE: Far from thinking the French Government is too tough 

on Muslims, Hassan Chalgoumi urges leaders to take a firmer stand in stamping out extremism. 

 

CHALGOUMI [VIA INTERPRETER]: The Salafis are a small minority when compared 

to one and a half million Muslims. But no one is doing anything to combat this small minority, 

and little by little they’re gaining ground, especially amongst young Europeans. They present 

confrontational Islam, which spells out a divide between Islam and the West, Islam and the 

enemy, Islam and the infidel. This ideology is very bad and very dangerous.  Extremism is on 

the rise and racism is on the rise. Two extremes, which exist both in Europe and in France. 

74% of the French people are frightened by Islam. This is a bad sign.  This fear is gaining 

momentum, it’s starting to create a divide within French society and within Europe as a whole. 

The world has become a village, it is under attack from extremists, and as such everyone 

should join forces to combat this.  
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CUFFE: The Sheikh’s message plays well with the non-Muslim 

community, but on the street few Muslims have a good word for him.  And in Seine St Denis, 

Mohammed Henniche says the Government’s tough approach just increases the sense of 

victimisation and anger.  

 

HENNICHE:  I think this kind of this news for younger people it is 

occasion to be radical because they say, ‘Look, we are treated not like other people. We are 

treated apart. We are treated different from French people,’ and this is not good. 

  

CUFFE: A botched bomb attack on a Jewish grocery store in 

Paris last September was a stark reminder that fundamentalism and anger breed home grown 

terrorists like Mohammed Merah. 

 

ACTUALITY IN TORCY 

  

CUFFE: A month after the attack, police raided a garage here in 

Torcy, in a suburb of Paris, and found bomb making equipment and manuals from the internet. 

The ringleader, a French convert called Jeremie Louis Sidney, was killed in a shootout with 

police, and twelve other members of the network are now under arrest.   

Judge Marc Trévidic, who’s investigating the case, believes it highlights serious police failings. 

 

TREVIDIC: It was disturbing, because we didn’t know this group 

before he decided to make an attack in this grocery.  So it’s a little bit like Merah, in fact.  We 

failed. 

 

CUFFE: So does this indicate a systemic problem with police 

operations in France? 

 

TREVIDIC: The main problem is our system.  We have a perfect 

system to fight against big groups, organised crimes, organised terrorist crime, because our 

system was built at a time where we had to fight against big terrorism. The system, which was 

very connected with intelligence services around the world, but now with domestic groups, it’s 

not the same problem, it’s to have good connections in the most case in the Muslim 

communities, to have information, to fight domestic terrorism and little groups and little 

individuals.  Then we must change our system to fight this new threat. 
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CUFFE: But there’s a problem: to have that good connection with 

the Muslim community, the authorities have first to recognise that the community exists, and 

that would be against everything France stands for, with its secular republican ideals and 

insistence on integration. Professor Ferhad Khrosrokhavar, research director at the School of 

Social Sciences in Paris, contrasts this with Britain’s multi-cultural approach. 

 

KHROSROKHAVAR: In Great Britain, there is a kind of informal recognition 

of communities.  Police could work very closely with Muslim communities in order for them to 

supervise, you know, young Muslims who might get radicalised.  This is impossible in France 

because authorities cannot work with communities which are not recognised.  I would say 20% 

of the Muslims in France are looking for a kind of distinctive identity, they would like to be 

recognised as Muslims.  Some of them, you know, among girls would like to wear the scarf 

and they are denied that sort of freedom when it comes to jobs, when it comes to public 

recognition and so on, whereas in Britain they are.  

 

CUFFE: Is there any suggestion then that Muslims who find the 

situation in France more uncomfortable because of these tougher actions might move to 

Britain? 

 

KHROSROKHAVAR: To Britain, to Canada, to the United States – yeah, I have 

cases.  Many fundamentalist Muslims are unhappy in France.  When I say fundamental, it 

doesn’t mean they are terrorists or so, it’s fundamentalists. 

 

CUFFE: This could be of a concern to the British authorities if the 

more fundamental are likely to come over to Britain, and also to moderate Muslims in Britain, 

who may not want that kind of religion imposed on them. 

 

KHROSROKHAVAR: Exactly.  That’s the major problem and I think – I hope – 

that there will be no I will say terrorist action in Great Britain in the name of Islam. 

 

ACTUALITY IN COFFEE SHOP 

  

CUFFE: Sami, hello. 
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MOUMENI: Hi Jenny, how are you? 

 

CUFFE: I’m well, thank you very much.  Thank you for coming. 

Back in London, I’m meeting Sami Moumeni of the Algerian British Association for a cup of 

coffee.  He’s noticed a new influx of Muslims from the Maghreb who are increasingly 

intolerant of those with a different view of Islam. 

 

MOUMENI: I think it’s more and more religious extremists, they are 

spreading extremism in England.  This minority are extremely dangerous and dangerous for not 

only the western countries, but dangerous for the Arabic modest Muslims.  They are dangerous 

to everyone who is not extremist like them. 

 

CUFFE: So does that mean that somebody like you would feel 

that you were threatened because you are not so religious? 

 

MOUMENI: Yes, I consider myself a moderate Muslim, but for them 

that’s not enough.  I am scared also from them. 

 

ACTUALITY IN FINSBURY PARK 

 

CUFFE: It’s a long time since Abu Hamza preached at the 

Mosque here in Finsbury Park, but ten or so years ago this was a hotbed of terrorist activity.  

Hamza, now in an American jail, was the spiritual leader of the Algerian Armed Islamic Group, 

the GIA, and a number of his followers are still fighting against deportation from the UK.  

 

NACER: Salaam alaikum .... 

  

CUFFE: Mohammed Nacer runs his own Arab advice and 

translation centre. He says everything’s changed at the Finsbury Park Mosque and many people 

have left the area.  But it still keeps its North African flavour. 

 

NACER: It’s called the Little Algiers because of the influx of the 

Algerian and the Algerian businesses around the area. 
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CUFFE: So how many Algerians do you think are here? 

 

NACER: I would say in Friday mosque there is about one 

thousand Algerians around the area. 

 

CUFFE: And in Britain as a whole? 

 

NACER: I would say 120,000. 

 

CUFFE: So that’s way above the official figure. 

 

NACER: Of course, you know.  A half of them, they are 

undocumented. 

 

CUFFE: Those illegal immigrants, says Nacer, are vulnerable to 

recruiters for the Jihad, whether it’s in Afghanistan, Syria or Mali. 

 

NACER: We have few client who has been approached by, you 

know, some specific fanatic groups to be one of the soldiers, you know.  They know exactly 

where are the vulnerable people, you know.  They go to parks, they know their situation, that 

they don’t have money, don’t have food, they only have basic living spaces, so they can 

approach them and tell them, we can offer you this as duty or as a job or as a way to make 

money. 

 

CUFFE: And are these people who actually mix in with the 

community? 

 

NACER: They just, you know, appear for a few months or a few 

weeks then they disappear, you don’t see them anymore.  It’s not like someone you knew, just 

someone who just arrived from any country. He’ll go to the Mosque every day, go to the cafe.  

He become like a well-known figure in the community, then he starts chatting to people nicely, 

you know, luring them and suddenly you don’t hear from them, you don’t know what’s 

happened to them. 
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CUFFE: When pressed, Mr Nacer told me about a specific case – 

an Algerian client. After an initial approach from a fellow countryman, he went to meet a man 

from Egypt at a busy station in central London.  He was told he’d be sent to Belgium where 

he’d learn more about his final destination.  Nacer went with him to report the incident to the 

police. 

 

NACER: They said that they would pay for the travel fares, they 

would give him money to send to their family. 

 

CUFFE: `So are we talking significant money here? 

 

NACER: Of course, yes. 

 

CUFFE: Thousands or hundreds or thousands? 

 

NACER: Thousand, thousand. 

 

CUFFE: Did he tell you whether there were others who had taken 

up that offer and gone? 

 

NACER: Yes, some of his friends already went. 

 

ACTUALITY IN LONDON 

 

CUFFE: We’ve had a call from Nacer’s client and he’s agreed to 

meet me in central London.  He didn’t want to do the interview anywhere near his home.  So 

I’m standing in a side street with a translator, waiting for him to turn up. 

An hour later, the Algerian man, called Mohammed, turns up.  A slim man in his late twenties, 

carrying his possessions in a plastic bag. 

Would you rather do this inside or would you be happy to be in the street?  Anywhere?  Okay. 

He then gave me more details about how he was recruited.  He confirmed it was through an 

Egyptian.  An Algerian friend had met the man in Belmarsh Prison and introduced the two of 

them. 
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MOHAMMED [VIA INTERPRETER]: He said he came and start trying to convince them, 

telling them you have to go for Jihad in Mali, because there are disbelievers over there.  He 

mentioned the desert, the Sahara, they said we have to fight there as well, because there are too 

many foreigners and western disbelievers living there and using our resources. 

 

CUFFE: What did they say would happen to you when you got to 

the desert? 

 

MOHAMMED [VIA INTERPRETER]: As soon as you go to the desert Sahara they will 

be trained and they will get the ransom, when they capture the western tourists. 

 

CUFFE: Did he specifically say, ‘We want you to kidnap tourists 

when you get to the Sahara.’  Is that was he said?  You’re nodding. 

 

MOHAMMED [VIA INTERPRETER]: He says that even he wants them to do operations 

in Europe if they could. 

 

CUFFE: Are you being serious?  Are you telling me the truth? 

 

MOHAMMED [VIA INTERPRETER]: He said he mentioned all of this story to the police. 

 

CUFFE: What exactly did the Egyptian say about operations in 

Europe? 

 

MOHAMMED [VIA INTERPRETER]: The Egyptian was telling them that they could do 

operations in Europe, kind of maybe bombs.  This is part of the Jihad, he said, making bombs 

and blowing trains? Blowing trains, that’s what he says. 

 

CUFFE: We can’t confirm his story.  We asked the Metropolitan 

Police whether they were aware of attempts being made to recruit people in London.  They 

didn’t comment directly on this incident, but in a statement said: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: Public safety is our priority and we will seek to 

prosecute individuals who travel overseas in support of terrorist activity in any country.  We 
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READER IN STUDIO cont: also recognise the risk that violent extremism poses for 

vulnerable young people in the UK and we actively engage with communities to tackle this 

issue in line with the Prevent strategy.   

 

CUFFE: British Special Forces have been in North Africa since 

January and last month the Defence Secretary, Philip Hammond, announced that the army will 

be there for up to fifteen months, carrying out infantry and artillery training.  Europol co-

ordinates the response to terrorist threats among countries like Britain and France.  Its director, 

Rob Wainwright, warns that there could be reprisals.  

 

WAINWRIGHT: Britain’s involvement in supporting military action in 

other theatres in the world has led to an increased threat of terrorism to Britain. I think its 

association with the French military action in Mali therefore goes in the same way and I think 

the British authorities are alert to the fact therefore that it could potentially affect the level of 

terrorism.  So far there hasn’t been a specific transformation of the potential threat in Mali to 

known planned attacks in Europe, but if we follow the history of what we’ve seen in 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq, if we are consistent with our concerns about what’s happening 

in Syria at the moment, then clearly the potential exists and we have to be alert to it. 

 

CUFFE: The Home Office won’t give details of security 

measures, but says prevention is an essential part of the Government’s strategy and it strongly 

condemns any form of extremism. In a speech last autumn, the Security Minister,  

James Brokenshire, anticipated that instability in Mali would increase the threat of terrorism in 

the UK.  As Rob Wainwright of Europol says, the overriding concern is that British and French 

Islamists will go and fight in North Africa and then return with deadly new skills which they 

can put into practice back home. 

   

WAINWRIGHT: We’ve seen, I think, quite a wide spread of capability 

and sophistication.  Some – particularly returning Jihadists – have learnt very good trade craft 

in the conflict zones and have brought that back home with them, but others are clearly 

amateur-like in the way that they carry out their attacks.  Very often the people that are 

involved are not already known to the police and intelligence authorities and it’s certainly a 

harder threat, I think, to manage in that respect. 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 


