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THE ANDREW MARR SHOW – Sunday 12th April 2020 

LISA NANDY MP  

Shadow Foreign Secretary 

(Rough transcript, check against delivey) 

 

AM: When I last spoke to Lisa Nandy, she accused the 

government’s response to coronavirus as being a shambles. Has 

she changed her mind? Lisa Nandy is here, welcome. Have you 

changed your mind? Is it still a shambles? 

LN: Well, after I told the government that their communication 

strategy would be in a shambles on your show, they very, very 

quickly started to do daily press conferences and started to clarify 

the advice that they were giving, whereas previously they’d been 

relying on off the record briefings to journalists and press releases 

late at night which were causing real concern and confusion. So 

I’d like to take the credit for that but perhaps your show maybe 

gets more of the credit for it too. And I think it has been 

welcomed that they’ve done that. We’ve seen the damage that is 

done in a public health crisis where the public lose confidence and 

don’t know what the right thing to do is and it’s really, really 

important that we continue to make sure that we get clear advice 

out to the public. 

 

AM: Let’s move away from the communications side and ask about 

the substance of this.  Is it your view, looking at how things have 

developed, that we were too slow to lockdown and too slow to 

test in this country? 

LN: I mean I think to be fair to the government this is quite 

unprecedented for Britain and we’re  a country that’s always taken 

civil liberties very seriously, and I think we haven’t had a situation 

like this at all, at least since the war, and  so you know, these are 

big measures that the government has taken over the last couple 

of weeks and not a foreseeable crisis. But I think it’s also right to 

acknowledge that there have been areas where we haven’t been 

able to act quickly enough. Now some of that is just because this 
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is unprecedented and we’ve never had to deal with it before. 

Some of it I think we should acknowledge is because we were in 

quite a weakened state as a country, and when we come out the 

other side of th is, having worked constructively together to get 

the country through this national crisis I think we do really need to 

reflect on how we need to change as a country. We should never 

again be in a position where our public services don’t have the 

resilience they need to respond and where families are only one 

stop away from financial collapse. Where our workers are 

struggling to be able to get the rights and the protection that they 

need at work. All of these things are questions for later. They’re 

important questions. Labour is determined that we answer them, 

but at the moment we’re really, really focused on supporting the 

government in order to get through this. 

 

AM: I would like to ask you about the future in a moment, but 

before I do can I ask about this really difficult decision the 

government’s got, about how long the lockdown goes on and how 

severe, as it were, the restrictions are, because clearly in public 

health terms the longer the better and the more severe the better, 

but on the other hand we’re getting reports that we could be 

facing the worst depression since the 1930s, the longer this goes 

on the more companies go under, the more people lose their jobs 

and of course recessions kill people too. So what are your 

reflections on the difficulty of that particular choice? 

LN: I mean I think there are two problems going on at the 

moment. One is that people are finding lockdown really really 

hard. I mean I’m you know no different to a lot of people  in the 

country. Today I would normally be spending it with members of 

my family, but I haven’t seen my parents in person for weeks and 

they live at different ends of the country. You know we’re all 

worried about this and people are worried about the financial 

impact of this too, and so there’s a real problem with that and 

people just getting to the point where they feel it’s very hard to go 

on. There’s also the sort of flipside of this, which is a lot of people 
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aren’t in lockdown and I have a lot of constituents who are 

currently going into work who are very, very worried about the 

implications of that for themselves and for their families. And so I 

think what the government needs to do is set out its strategy to 

get out of the lockdown. Now this may change. They may have to 

revise it as the science changes, as we see the progression of this 

awful virus, but what we know from countries like South Korea is 

that in a public health crisis public confidence is everything and 

you have to be as open and transparent as possible with the 

public so that people understand why they’re being asked to do 

the things that they are and that they can see some kind of light 

at the end of the tunnel.  So I think right now what the 

government ought to be doing is setting out very clear plans about 

how they plan to get us out of this lockdown and just levelling 

with the public about that so that we can all prepare. 

 

AM: So in specific terms if the lockdown had to go on for another 

five months, deeply into the autumn, would the Labour Party 

support that? 

LN: Well, we’re being led by the science. I mean the key thing 

here is to save lives, so if the lockdown has to continue then of 

course we’ll support it, but we’d also be calling for more measures 

in place to protect people during the period. I mean one of the 

things that is a real issue here in Wigan is the fact that we’ve got 

a very aging population, people are very, very isolated and the 

council has been very good at trying to reach out to people, but 

we do need far more funding for charities to make sure that they 

can support people during that time. I’ve got constituents who are 

bereaved who you know I went to a funeral a couple of weeks ago 

and stood in the car park by myself watching a grieving family 

through the window. I mean these are really, really hard things 

that people are dealing with. So if it’s going to go on for a long 

time then we’ll work together to make sure that we’ve got the 

support in place for people that they need to be able to deal with 

it. But if may be, for example, that we look at a partial  lifting of 
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restrictions. There are other countries where small shops and 

parks have opened but other workplaces remained closed. We 

could look at measures like that, we’ve got to be guided by the 

science but whatever the answer is of course we’ll support the 

government and we’ll help them to get that right. 

 

AM: Boris Johnson’s out of intensive care but it could be quite 

some time before he’s effectively Prime Minister again.  Do you 

know who is running the country at the moment? 

LN:  Well, I think it’s fairly clear that Dominic Raab is currently 

deputising for the Prime Minister and is making decisions on 

behalf of the country with the support of the Cabinet. Now I can 

see why the government has taken that approach. This is – you 

know I don’t know how ill the Prime Minister was but it sounds like 

he was very hard hit by this virus and there has to be somebody 

who can make decisions. My big concern about that is twofold. 

Firstly that parliament isn’t currently sitting, so there is very little 

ability to scrutinise the government. There’s a daily press 

conference where journalists can ask questions, but actually MPs 

from all over the country have been touch with the new Shadow 

Cabinet in the last few days about issues like the repatriation of 

the many British citizens stranded abroad and the inability to get 

answers. So there are real outstanding issues that need to be 

addressed and parliament needs to sit as soon as possible in order 

to deal with that. But secondly, this is a global crisis and we need 

a Foreign Secretary and we need to make sure that we’re in the 

room when we’re formulating a global response to it. And one of 

the things that I want to see the government do is to name an 

interim replacement for Dominic Raab as Foreign Secretary while t 

his is going on to make sure that those very many issues are dealt 

with and that Britain plays its part in helping to end this.  

 

AM: Finally, you called right at the beginning in very strong words 

for a Marshall Plan to deal with this. The government’s now spent 
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16% of our GDP on its business rescue plan. Was that the kind of 

thing that you were hoping to see? 

LN: Yes. I wanted to see a step change in the way that we dealt 

with this and I think that the measures that Rishi Sunak  put 

forward with the support of the CBI and TUC were very, very 

welcome. What’s becoming apparent now though is not just that 

there are some people and businesses that aren’t covered by 

those schemes but actually those schemes currently aren’t 

working quickly enough or comprehensively enough for a lot of 

the people and businesses in this country. Small businesses in 

particular are having real, real problems getting the finance that 

they need in the short term in order to remain in operation. And I 

think that’s something you’re going to see a lot more challenge 

from Labour on over the next few weeks. We plan to be 

constructive, we want to help the government get this right and 

that’s why we need to get parliament back sitting and make sure 

that all of these gaps and problems are dealt with quickly, because 

those businesses and workers are dealing with the situation in real 

time and every day counts. 

 

AM: Lisa Nandy, you told the New Statesman a little while ago 

that after this you want to see what you called  ‘a profoundly 

changed country, much stronger and much more able to withstand 

shocks.’ In practical real terms  what does that mean? 

LN: It means better funding of our public services, it means far 

more support for our workers on the front line, far more listening 

to our workers on the front line. I went outside a couple of days 

ago to clap for our carers and saw a country absolutely 

determined to recognise the  contribution that those people make. 

For a very long time we’ve undervalued people who work not just 

in the caring industries but in food production, in transport, in 

helping this country to keep moving and I think we need a global 

response as well. What we’ve seen over the last few years is 

Britain take a profoundly isolationist  turn and I think we’re seeing  

the very very many pitfalls of that now. We live in a globally 
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interdependent world. Britain has to repair its alliances and that’s 

one of the things that in the Labour Party I’m absolutely 

determined that we’re going to play our part in doing. 

Ends  


