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Producer:  Sally Chesworth 

Reporter:  Jane Deith 

Editor:  David Ross 

 

ACTUALITY IN ROCHDALE 

 

DEITH: For the last series of File on 4, I spent a lot of time on 

these streets in Rochdale, looking at one of the most serious and upsetting issues of our time: 

child grooming. That programme was about a child sex ring in this town and how only a 

handful of the abusers were prosecuted. But afterwards, Chelsea – one of the victims - told me 

there was no help with the wounds the trial had re-opened. 

 

CHELSEA: I went through the court cases and then just got left.  

There was no, like, after support or owt.  I just thought there were would be more, at least like 

counselling or like something just to make sure I was all right, but there was none of that. 

 

DEITH: While I was in Rochdale, another high profile case came 

to court - this time around a gang from Oxford. Seven men were found guilty and will be 

sentenced in two weeks’ time, for exploiting schoolgirls as young as twelve.  I sat through 

some of the victims’ evidence as they were forced to relive the vicious and humiliating abuse 

they’d suffered.  The women’s evidence left the jury - and some fairly hardened journalists – in 

tears. I wondered where it left them.  So in this programme we’re picking up where the first 

one left off - meeting victims of grooming to ask what happened next.  And we’ll discover 

many have been refused help or just ignored – leaving their lives in ruins or even at risk. 



-  2 - 

ZAINAB: I used to self-harm and take overdoses and things, 

because I used to get so angry and I used to hate myself so much that I just, I didn’t want to be 

here, because I used to think I am such a disgusting person that there is, you know, there’s no 

point. 

 

DEITH: We’ve opened our eyes to the scale of child grooming, 

but when it comes to the devastating impact, do we look the other way? For too many victims, 

does being groomed become a life sentence? 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

 

ACTUALITY OF PLAYING POOL 

 

WOMAN: Two shots, Scarlet. 

 

SCARLET: Right, thank you. 

 

DEITH: Twenty miles over the hills from where Chelsea lives in 

Rochdale, in the low light of a pool hall in Keighley, is a nineteen year old we’re going to call 

Scarlet. 

 

SCARLET: I started playing because it was the only place where I 

was safe.  I took to it immediately, fell in love with the game, it really just helped me forget 

about everything else, sort of thing, just get away from it all.  It’s a sanctuary. 

 

WOMAN: And she does it with one shot!  That’s put a smile on 

your face, hasn’t it? 

 

SCARLET: No. 

 

DEITH: Scarlet’s an ace pool player. She spends a lot of time 

here.  Because it’s the only place ‘they’ can’t get at her. They first came for her when she was 

fifteen. 
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SCARLET: I met them through a friend. They’d just come round and 

stuff.  Didn’t really invite them, they’d just come. About usually five of them that used to 

come, but there used to be more that they’d bring sometimes.  About nineteen to mid twenties. 

 

DEITH: And what did you think of them?  Did you like them? 

 

SCARLET: A little bit, they were all right, but I was scared of them 

at the same time.  

 

DEITH: Scarlet was more interested in school than boys.  She 

was getting As and Bs, she was near the top in maths. She was also busy helping look after her 

little brother, who had learning disabilities and severe autism.  But the men who wanted Scarlet 

didn’t care about any of that. They pushed their way into the house.  Scarlet’s mum, Melissa, 

says she was powerless to stop them.  

 

MELISSA: Scarlet’s attitude changed tremendously.  She went 

within herself, she wouldn’t talk to me, I could see that she was drinking heavy.  I didn’t see 

her drinking but I could tell she’d been drinking, I could smell the alcohol and afterwards I’d 

find empty bottles, empty cans.  And I also strongly suspected that they was giving her other 

substances, as in drugs.  I was constantly going to the police, social workers constantly.  I was 

basically shouting from the rooftops, I was crying every day.  I asked that many people, but the 

problem I had was that my son needed that much attention, I just couldn’t do any more than 

what I was doing.  I hit a brick wall basically.  

 

DEITH: When Melissa had to go to work, she’d beg her daughter 

not to let them in.  But Scarlet was too terrified to say no.  

 

SCARLET:  It was going on for about five months, I would say. They 

would basically come round with loads of alcohol, they was forceful and trying to make me 

have sex with them but I really didn’t want to.  I just felt scared, I didn’t know what would 

happen if I didn’t.  I thought they’d hurt me or do something to the house. 

 

DEITH: Scarlet did get a beating. Against her will she gave them 

oral sex. But that wasn’t enough for them. One night, when her mum was at work, they spiked 

her bottle of coke.  
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SCARLET:  And I drank it and then afterwards I was just gone 

basically, I couldn’t control what I were doing or anything. 

 

DEITH: The men cornered Scarlet and she was raped. The next 

night, Scarlet knew they’d be back for her. Terrified of being raped again – frantic – she ran, 

leaving her brother alone in the house. 

 

SCARLET:  I was just scared that they’d obviously do it again, 

because it’s happened once now, so there’d probably be another person that they’d put onto me 

this time. 

 

DEITH: We know a group did come back. What happened isn’t 

clear, but a chair was set alight. The fire spread through the house. Scarlet’s brother was found 

on the floor in his bedroom. The smoke killed him.  No-one was convicted in connection with 

the fire.  Police questioned a man about the rape, but no charges were brought.  

 

MELISSA:  I really believe if Scarlet had have been there, I really 

believe I wouldn’t have Scarlet anymore after what they did to her that night.  As to what it’s 

done to us, words can’t even describe how it’s left me feeling and how it’s left my family 

feeling. It still torments us now. 

 

DEITH: Social workers were supposed to have been helping the 

family look after Scarlet’s brother.  So when he died, questions were asked – in something 

called a serious case review, which I’ve got in front of me now.  It doesn’t mention Scarlet’s 

exploitation.  It talks of her being ‘victimised’, but nonetheless it does say ‘police officers had 

information that should have been passed to children’s social care.’  And it criticises the 

professionals in health, education and social services, none of whom, it says, ‘considered 

Scarlet might not be coping’ before her brother died.  It was a theme that seemed to continue. 

A victim of rape grieving for her brother, with groomers still at her door. A child could hardly 

be more vulnerable, more at risk, yet this serious case review, supposed to be about learning 

lessons, didn’t seem to change a thing. 

So, people knew what these men had done to you.  Did they then come to the house and say, 

‘What can we do to help you?’ 

   

SCARLET: No, not at all, just give us some leaflets. 
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DEITH: Some leaflets?  What were the leaflets about? 

 

SCARLET: Just if you’ve been raped and that were it. 

 

DEITH: Did you think you’d get more help than that? 

 

SCARLET: Yeah. 

 

DEITH: No social workers rang up and said, ‘You’ve had an 

awful experience, what can we do, what support do you need, can we help you with 

schooling?’ 

 

SCARLET: No. 

 

DEITH: The family says Scarlet was left unprotected.  The void 

was filled by more, even older men. They exploited her despair.  They took her to other towns 

for other men to abuse her.  Meanwhile it felt like the authorities were blaming her, punishing 

her.  

 

SCARLET:  And when it all happened, they thought that I wouldn’t 

be able to cope in mainstream school, but I weren’t given the option.  They basically just sent 

me to a school for bad kids and the stuff that they were teaching me, just completely dumbed 

me down.  It was like being in primary school for me, it was awful. 

 

DEITH: She’d been put in a pupil referral unit, where she wasn’t 

allowed to take her GCSEs.  

 

SCARLET:  I wanted to be a vet or an accountant, because I was 

doing really well in them subjects.  I was predicted As and Bs.  And then it all got taken away 

from me and I weren’t even given the option to prove myself anymore.  I was very depressed 

for about two years, I was just quite isolated, couldn’t really socialise with people, couldn’t 

trust anyone.  I’ve just been let down too much, I don’t get my hopes up, I can’t get let down. 
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DEITH: Remember, no one was prosecuted, no one is safely 

behind bars.  There are reminders everywhere.  The men who abused Scarlet make it their 

business to remind her. 

 

SCARLET: Because they know where I work, they will come back 

and they’ll sometimes, like, meet outside the shop and everything, just come and make faces at 

me and stuff. 

 

DEITH: When you’re standing at work and you can see through 

the glass these guys making faces at you, the people who have effectively ruined your life, 

what do you think?  I mean, you must be so angry. 

 

SCARLET: I sometimes try and hold it in, but one time one of 

them’s actually come into the shop and I refused to serve him, and he proper started shouting 

off in the shop, and obviously when he’s left I’ve just come in the back and cried my eyes out. 

 

MELISSA: She’s definitely far from okay.  Her emotions are really 

really high. She actually slapped me across the face because she was so angry and had to let her 

anger out on somebody.  I don’t know what her future is.  My daughter’s life has changed so 

much and she’s lost out on so much.  It’s just, it’s just so unfair. 

 

DEITH: In this family’s experience, the answer to the question 

‘what happens next?’– is nothing.  We wanted to interview Bradford Council about why they 

haven’t helped Scarlet. They wouldn’t be interviewed and sent us a statement instead.  

 

READER IN STUDIO: We have a multi-agency hub involving various partner 

organisations, enabling them to share information on a daily basis and provide support to 

victims. Many partner organisations are co-located, working together under one roof, and they 

are therefore able to react quickly to intelligence relating to child sexual exploitation.  The 

police, council and NHS have a key role within this process, as do voluntary organisations. 

 

DEITH: It sounds great, so why didn’t Scarlet feel the benefit? 

The council says the hub was created last year. But Scarlet told us she’d never heard of it - or 

from it. 
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BERELOWITZ: It’s kind of like a drowning person.  You can see people 

on the beach, sure that people can see them and nobody’s doing anything about it.  And I think 

it must be a ghastly feeling.  It’s a sort of more fundamental breakdown of trust in society. 

 

DEITH: Dr Mark Berelowitz is a psychiatrist who treats children 

at the Royal Free Hospital in London. He did a study of 81 girls who’d suffered sexual abuse, 

including exploitation.  

 

BERELOWITZ: Even we were shocked by what we found, that more than 

two-thirds had depression and post-traumatic stress disorder. We’re not talking about a bit sad, 

we’re talking about really really low mood that stays and isn’t reactive to your circumstances, 

it’s sort of got a life of its own.  Intrusive thoughts, thoughts about the abuse sort of plopping 

into your head, makes you hyper aroused, you’re very jumpy and jittery.  Sometimes you get a 

sort of deja vu type experience, it’s called re-experiencing, you almost get a creepy feeling it is 

happening again. So we were taken aback by the severity of their problems. 

 

DEITH: How long might it take to help the child or the teenager 

get back to a point where they feel able to cope?  

 

BERELOWITZ: Where the girls had expert, either individual or group 

psychotherapy as part of a child and adolescent mental health service, they made quite big 

improvements over one year of treatment.  But even with the sophisticated help that the girls in 

our study got, certainly not everybody got better and they had to be referred on for more help.  

 

DEITH: Dr Berelowitz’s argument that we should be thinking in 

terms of a year’s specialist therapy as a minimum is the foundation of a radical new model of 

support.  

 

ACTUALITY IN CAR 

 

DEITH: For a few of the most vulnerable victims of exploitation, 

there is a new place of sanctuary.  It’s highly secret, but it is a place where they can go and live 

for a year, somewhere safe from harm with the privacy and space to try to piece together their 

lives.  I can’t tell you what town it’s near or even what part of the country it’s in but we’re 
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DEITH cont: almost there now, yep, I think this is it.  I can tell you 

that it’s a normal red brick house with a nice garden, chickens in the garden too, so let’s go and 

see what they do inside. 

The sign says Serene House. It’s run by private provider, Advanced Childcare. I’m the first 

journalist ever to be allowed here. I’m meeting clinical director, Charu Kashyup. 

 

ACTUALITY OF KNOCK ON DOOR 

 

KASHYUP: Hi. 

 

DEITH: Hi, are you Charu? 

 

KASHYUP: Yes, I’m Charu Kashyup, hi. 

 

DEITH: Hi, nice to meet you. 

 

KASHYUP: Please do come in. 

 

DEITH: Thank you. The first thing I’ve noticed is on the wall of 

the hallway, it says Follow Your Dreams. 

 

KASHYUP: Absolutely. 

 

DEITH: Straight into the kitchen. 

 

KASHYUP: Come through yes, into our kitchen, and we’ve got our 

lovely chef who is preparing some wonderful food here today. 

 

DEITH: When children pull up on the driveway, how urgent is it 

that they get into a place of safety? 

 

KASHYUP: Well, they are leaving behind years of horrific abuse.  

There is a whole load of emotions – there’s fear, there’s guilt, there’s shame, there’s anxiety 

that are obviously part of a child’s being, and that is what we deal with in the first few days, 
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KASHYUP cont: weeks of them being here. That is why we are 24/7 

staffed, we’ve got a very high intensive staff ratio, and we support the child as much they need 

in those initial few days.  

 

DEITH: Can we see the rest of the house? 

 

KASHYUP: Absolutely! 

 

DEITH: The four girls living at Serene House came from 

children’s homes or secure accommodation, referred here by different councils. The home’s 

very careful that the girls don’t know each other or know the same abusers. When they arrive, 

their mobile phones are taken away, although they get them back when the staff think groomers 

can’t reach them. The girls are free to come and go, they’re not locked in, although the home 

does keep in very close touch with the local police.  

 

KASHYUP: Oh, look at this. 

 

DEITH: Thanks for letting us see.  Gosh, it’s big. 

 

KASHYUP: It is big, isn’t it? 

 

DEITH: So everyone has their own room? 

 

KASHYUP: Everyone has their own room and everyone’s obviously 

personalised it.  This one in particular, it’s got lots of photographs, lots of posters and lots of 

cards, yes. 

 

DEITH: And everything’s neat, even the hairbrushes are lined up 

neat and the bottles of shampoo. 

 

KASHYUP: Well that’s totally down to this lovely child here.  Yeah. 

 

DEITH: Right, let’s have another wander. 

 

KASHYUP: Yes, thank you very much. 
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DEITH: Each girl has a personal mentor, and two of the staff 

sleep here every night. Teachers come in during the day – the girls get a full time education to 

make up for the school they’ve missed. And psychologists and therapists also come to the 

house to provide counselling and art and music therapy. 

 

KASHYUP: Now, out in the garden, there is a little room outside 

here, which is a therapy room. 

 

DEITH: This is a lovely place, isn’t it? 

 

KASHYUP: Yes, yes it is. 

 

DEITH: Have the young women started to open up?  

   

KASHYUP: They have, yes absolutely, and I think as they start 

talking we will see their behaviour dip again. We will see and we have started to see some 

occasions of self-harm, because that is what happens when children go through that or relive 

that trauma again and do it in a safe environment where they are sort of getting to that next 

phase now.  And very recently several of the young women actually revealed almost in its 

entirety the whole sort of experience and the trauma that they have had. 

 

DEITH: Listening to everything you have said and seeing this 

wonderful place, it seems crude to ask this, but how much does it cost? 

 

KASHYUP: If these young women weren’t here, they’d probably be 

in a secure home or a secure unit somewhere and that would cost £5,000 or £5,500 a week, so 

we’re nowhere near those figures at all.  We charge somewhere around £3,500 for a placement 

here.  Even a year is not enough, but it’s about looking at that length of time that’s required for 

being able to trust themselves, that they don’t, as soon as they see that abuser again, they don’t 

run off with them again, go back into that same routine, and the work that we do here is 

actually to try and retrain the brain in having those coping mechanisms and that’s not 

something that’s going to be resolved in a week or in a month or even in a year, but at least it 

gives a starting point to be removed from their sense of danger to a sense of safety. 
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DEITH: Although I wasn’t allowed to talk to the girls, I could see 

they clearly like the staff and they looked happy. You feel they do have a chance of rebuilding 

their lives.  But this private children’s home has only four very expensive beds. 

 

ACTUALITY IN LEEDS 

 

DEITH: Back in the real world, like here in Leeds, the world of 

council budget cuts, as much as they might aspire to the Serene House model, the reality is 

some of the people who’ve done some of the best work with exploited children are really 

struggling for money at the moment. 

If you walk round the side of Leeds town hall, you’ll find Oxford Chambers.  They’re old legal 

offices, but now inside the huge green doors is the charity Isis, which works with children and 

teenagers against sexual exploitation. They’re always busy but at one point, such has been the 

demand for their help, they’ve actually had to close their waiting list. 

Almost all the children on the charity’s waiting list had been sent to them by social workers. 

Obviously the council leans heavily on the charity. Yet it cut its funding from £32,000 to 

£28,000 a year - part of savings of £200 million it’s had to find in the last three years. 

 

LITTLE: I am a full time worker, but my funding was cut, which 

means that I am only supporting eight women now, whereas a year and a half ago I was 

supporting twelve. 

 

DEITH: Taylor Austin Little is Isis’ outreach worker. The council 

used to fund her five days a week – now just three and a half. 

 

LITTLE: Currently there’s two of us working across the city.  

We’re currently supporting twenty young women who are high risk or currently being 

exploited and we have got on our waiting list another twenty.  When I first started about four 

and a half years ago, my caseload was mixed. I did have high, medium and low, because I was 

doing some sort of soft prevention stuff as well as some really high end fire fighting, chaotic 

work. Now it is all high risk, high or medium risk, we haven’t got the capacity to pick up the 

low, because the demand is so high.  
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DEITH: Does that mean that some young people who could have 

been prevented from being exploited ever, and now that prevention is not there, they are going 

to be exploited?   

 

LITTLE: Technically yes.  So we haven’t been able to do the 

prevention work that could stop a young person from going on to being sexually exploited 

within our service. We just don’t have the capacity to do it anymore. 

 

DEITH: And the danger of only getting to those who are already 

in really deep is that it’s much harder to pull them free. Taylor’s very honest about the fact 

there aren’t many success stories. But she did introduce me to one happy exception: Zainab. 

We’ve changed her name. 

 

ZAINAB: She never really told me what to do, but like she advised 

me, because sometimes it was like I am not getting any better and I’m not changing, but she 

would still stick with me and still not just think, ‘Well she is going to keep on doing it,’ and 

just go away. She just stayed, which I found really good. 

 

DEITH: Zainab was sixteen when she walked into a trap –a house 

where there were five young men waiting for her. They gave her strong drink.  She only knows 

what happened because they filmed it and put it on the internet - on YouTube. Despite the 

video, police told Zainab that because she had been drinking, they couldn’t do anything.  

Like Scarlet, Zainab didn’t get help and the abuse only got worse. Much older men began 

exploiting her. Scarlet had her mum. Zainab had no-one. She was sixteen.  She was living in a 

hostel. She was completely alone.  

 

ZAINAB: I used to, like, self-harm, take overdoses of things, 

because I used to get so angry and I used to hate myself so much that I just, I didn’t want to be 

here, because I used to think I am such a disgusting person that there is no point.  I have put 

myself in that situation, I have done it, I have let them sleep with me, so I am the bad person.  I 

am a slag, I am this, I am that, and that is kind of all the thoughts I used to get about myself.  

 

DEITH: It was Taylor who eventually rescued her. 
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LITTLE: It was just a cycle, because she hated the way she felt 

when she was sober and the quickest way to feel better was to get drunk, and the quickest way 

of doing that was walking down the street and getting in a car with someone who offered her a 

party, so it was very much this cycle of abuse where she just couldn’t see a way out.  Often I 

would come away from a visit questioning whether I was doing a good enough job.  I kept 

giving her the same messages that it is not your fault, you are not to be blamed, you’re not 

going to be judged, and I think slowly but surely, you know, she started to realise that it was 

abuse what was happening.  And when she was sixteen we tried to put in a social care referral 

to Children and Young People’s Social Care, which wasn’t accepted. It was really frightening 

and it was really scary, because it was a reality that I had to face that I could come into work 

one day and she could be dead. 

 

DEITH: If Zainab had had a children’s social worker, they might 

have been able to get her help from the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service.  If a 

teenager under eighteen is being sexually exploited, then that is a statutory child protection 

issue.  In plain English, councils have a legal duty to keep them safe. There should be a 

detailed assessment of everything about their situation.  Are they living somewhere safe? Are 

they getting some sort of education? Are there worries about their mental or sexual health? 

Councils are legally responsible for creating a plan to help with all of these things.  

I spoke to the chair of the Leeds Safeguarding Children Board, Jane Held, about Zainab’s 

experience. 

We did meet a young woman who asked for help at sixteen and she desperately could have 

done with some specialised counselling at that point in her life.  Without any family around 

her, in a hostel, drinking all through the day, being preyed on by men, referred to Social 

Services and was refused because she is, at sixteen, in adverted commas, “too old”.  How do 

you look back on that kind of decision? 

 

HELD: With the benefit of hindsight, you think we got that one 

not very right.  However, that has changed really significantly.  In Leeds there is a clear 

principle of ‘never do nothing’ and we’re prioritising a whole range of services between 

ourselves, the NHS, housing and other support organisations in order to help a young person in 

the way they most need that help, and therefore any young person up to the age of eighteen will 

be identified by whichever agency and hopefully access will then be made.  It’s still early days, 

we’re still working very hard to create better awareness. 
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DEITH: Isis, who are having some success in the city, have a 

very long waiting list, partly because of the large number of referrals from council social 

workers, but they’ve had their funding cut.  One of Isis’ workers can help fewer women today. 

 

HELD: And that’s one of the tragedies of the current situation.  

As we increase awareness and as we increase our ability to respond and our understanding of 

the need to respond, we increase the resource requirement, so it’s, in a way, the fact that we’re 

struggling with our own success, and money will be appropriately used as far as we have that 

money to ensure that we meet as many people’s needs as possible.  In Leeds more and more 

young people are getting that help, we’ve a long way to go. 

 

DEITH: Zainab tried again to get help when she was eighteen and 

found that her situation wasn’t judged to be serious enough.  Jenny Pearce is Professor of 

Young People and Public Policy at the University of Bedfordshire and examines how well 

authorities are safeguarding young people who’ve been sexually exploited. She says if victims 

are not helped when they’re children, often they’ll never be helped. 

 

PEARCE: It’s one of the great scandals that young people start to 

feel that services are moving away from them as they approach adulthood. If the young person 

at the age of nineteen or twenty starts to come to the attention of adult services, their mental 

health needs will not be addressed in the same way as the mental health needs of a thirteen or a 

fourteen year old may be addressed.  The threshold is very high and so a young person might 

have to be needing to be sectioned before they will really start to get the attention that they 

need.  

 

DEITH: Why is the threshold so high? 

 

PEARCE: Well, there are a number of reasons. Often it is put 

forward as resources, that actually we don’t have sufficient funding to intervene at an early 

stage in the preventative mode, so we’re developing a sort of crisis intervention sort of 

approach.  I don’t think that we understand the mental health needs of teenagers moving 

towards adulthood well enough. In many situations, practitioners, very understandably with big 

caseloads, with very little money, saying, ‘This is a seventeen, eighteen year old who is 

deciding to have this lifestyle, and as a result of letting that young person choose, we will step 

back and we won’t intervene.’ 
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DEITH: The President of the Association of Directors of Adult 

Social Services is Sandie Keene, also head of Adult Services in Leeds. She says someone like 

Zainab who’s self-harming and asking for help should get it, but sometimes professionals make 

the wrong decision. 

 

KEENE: On occasion, assessments are incorrectly made about the 

degree of vulnerability that somebody has, and all I would say is that where people have been 

turned away, and particularly if they’re in touch with family, friends or indeed other voluntary 

sector groups, please keep asking because, you know, occasionally it would be true that 

services may misread information or not have full information and want follow-up in terms of 

some of those circumstances and details. 

 

DEITH: Really the local authorities are the final safety net, but 

that that safety net, in many parts of the country, just isn’t there. 

 

KEENE: Regrettably, or the reality is that local authorities do not 

have a duty to follow people through the system and, you know, it’s only where needs and 

levels would be so significant to require detention under the mental health legislation that the 

authority has a duty, if you like, to intervene, and it is regrettable nationally that there are many 

younger people who are struggling and having difficulty in their lives.  But it is one of the 

challenges in terms of the financial situation that we’re in across the country.  Financial 

resources to be following people up to that degree are just not available and there is the other 

aspect of people making their own choices. 

 

DEITH: It would be wrong to suggest people aren’t helping 

victims of grooming recover.  There are now more than 160 organisations offering counselling 

and mentoring and finding young people housing and education. The office of the Children’s 

Commissioner for England is involved in an inquiry into the provision around child sexual 

exploitation and will report in the winter.  The Deputy Commissioner, Sue Berelowitz, says the 

help available to victims is hit and miss depending on where you live. 

 

SUE BERELOWITZ: We will have a better idea towards the end of the year 

what the scale of support is, but I would be very surprised if we are going to find that it is 

sufficient.  So my message would be people really need to recognise the extreme trauma 
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SUE BERELOWITZ cont:  caused by this particular form of sexual assault and its 

enduring nature and young victims must be provided with support in an enduring way. 

 

DEITH: But does she accept that budget cuts are a barrier to 

helping victims? 

 

SUE BERELOWITZ: It’s too easy to say that this is simply due to lack of 

resources.  I do appreciate that everybody in the public sector in particular is having to make 

sure that their money is used extremely wisely, but there is no legislation that says any local 

authority has licence to not protect a child on the grounds that they don’t have sufficient 

money.  Recognising all of that is essential if we are to support victims, and of course many of 

them will grow up and will become parents themselves, they need to be able to parent their 

own children. 

 

DEITH: The Government has got an action plan for tackling child 

sexual exploitation and it has a chapter on aftercare. It agrees victims are likely to need 

substantial support over a long period of time.  But in a progress report last summer, the 

Secretary of State for Children, Edward Timpson, wrote that there is a long way to go, 

particularly when there are some parts of the country that still don’t properly acknowledge the 

existence of child grooming. We asked to interview Edward Timpson. He declined and pointed 

us to the Home Office, which has overall responsibility for tackling child sexual exploitation. 

The department admitted there is more to be done, but there’s been some good progress. In a 

statement the Home Office said: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: But there are still lessons to be learnt. That is why we 

have established a Home Office-led group, which will look at how to improve the response to 

victims within the police, health and children’s services.  Whether these crimes are in the past 

or happening now, we will continue to work to ensure victims are not left to suffer in silence 

and ensure that those who exploit them are brought to justice. 

 

DEITH: Sue Berelowitz warns that if exploited children don’t 

come through intact, they won’t cope as parents. And for some families, the effects of 

childhood abuse echo down the generations.  
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CHARLOTTE: Well, Joanna would say ‘You have stolen my son, you 

have stolen my son!’ and that was really hard. 

 

DEITH: We’ve come to meet Charlotte, a mother living in the 

north of England.  Names have been changed and her words are spoken by an actor, because 

she doesn’t want to be identified.  But she very much wanted you to hear her daughter’s story. 

Joanna was fourteen when she was groomed by a man called Zed, who was twenty-one. He 

groomed her very effectively.  Joanna was exploited by him, pimped out by him for fifteen 

years.  

 

CHARLOTTE: I remember once sitting in the garden and she said, ‘I 

feel like a battlefield inside me – there is you and there is Zed,’ and I said, ‘Who do you think 

is going to win?’ and she said, ‘Well Zed obviously. It is as if he is inside me, he is controlling 

everything I say or do,’ but she couldn’t break free of it because she wasn’t given enough help.     

What I think was really lacking was ongoing support and dealing with what had actually 

happened, partly because she never admitted what had happened. 

 

DEITH: What Joanna needed was someone like Taylor – 

remember, she helped Zainab – someone who could make her see the abuse for what it was. 

Joanna continued to believe she loved Zed. And it would cost her everything. 

 

CHARLOTTE: She became pregnant by him and then our first 

grandchild was born. She had actually come home to live with us while she was pregnant, so I 

remember writing in my diary then, ‘We have almost got our daughter back.’  And after our 

grandson Nigel was born, she went to live in a flat, and then it got really bad again because Zed 

had another tool with which to get what he wanted, which was to kidnap our grandson from 

time to time and not give him back to Joanna until she’d found some money, so she would 

arrive saying, ‘I need £100, I need £200,’ and he’d involve her in doing shoplifting and he 

made her sell her TV.  And then eventually one day he made her go with him to get some drugs 

and she went with him and the neighbours alerted Social Services that a baby was left alone. 

   

DEITH: Social Services took Nigel away. They said he wasn’t 

safe with her. Joanna had lost her son. He grew up with Charlotte. Joanna’s life continued in 

the same chaotic way. She had another son and a daughter.  Charlotte is worried sick about her 
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DEITH cont: granddaughter. She’s the same age Joanna was when she 

was groomed and she’s started doing the same things - disappearing who knows where, not 

coming home at night. 

 

CHARLOTTE: There is a real danger zone in that Alison is now thirteen 

and is at risk.  I think Joanna does know what is happening but she is at her wits end to actually 

deal with it. Mind you, we didn’t deal with it any better and it is very hard, it’s very hard. 

 

DEITH: Charlotte’s dreading history repeating itself, because 

she’s scared it’s too late for Joanna.  

 

CHARLOTTE: She’s never had a proper job.  The only thing she knows 

is to sell her body and she does sometimes do what she would call agency work if the children 

need something extra. She has been unable to form any other long term good loving adult 

relationship, which is doubly hard when both her siblings are happily married.  I think her life 

is devastated and that is one of the tragedies.  

 

DEITH: It’s a heartbreaking place from which to stand and look 

back at this programme, and the question – what happens next for children who’ve been 

groomed?  Deputy Children’s Commissioner, Sue Berelowitz. 

 

SUE BERELOWITZ: There is no doubt that what is being done to so many 

children when they are being sexually exploited is of an utterly savage and appalling nature,  

and it is completely unreasonable to expect them to survive such experiences psychologically 

intact. And we owe it to them as a society, as a decent society to provide them with the right 

support. There is no point in everybody getting on their high horse and very agitated about the 

horrors of sexual exploitation if we then don’t put in the support to make sure that those who 

are victims are assisted to come through their experiences as best they can.  
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