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AM: There’s an argument at the moment that real politics is being 

done in the great towns and cities of the North and Midlands of 

England. David Greenhalgh, is the Conservative Leader of Bolton 

Council, a town that’s been under some form of lockdown since 

July. Earlier on I asked him what his reaction was to the news this 

morning that people across the North and Midlands of England 

may not be allowed to leave their immediate areas. 

DG: Well clearly I’ve yet to see the full detail, Andrew or its 

implications but clearly we are a very dense conurbation and part 

of the problems that we particularly experienced in Bolton has 

been the lack of clarity and we certainly have had, when we were 

in complete lockdown for three weeks in Bolton we had the 

ridiculous situation where people could just travel literally less 

than half a mile to access a pub in another county. We are right 

on a county boundary. So I’ve yet to see the detail. It seems 

rather oppressive on the surface, but if it addresses and we have 

simplicity in the  regulations I don’t think that will be needed. But 

I’ve yet to see the further details. My immediate reaction is it is 

(aggressive?)  

 

AM: Let me ask a little more widely, because we are expecting a 

whole raft of new restrictions to be announced tomorrow. As the 

Leader of the Council do you yet know what your town is going to 

be facing? 

DG: No, I don’t. We’re in discussion with government. We had a 

briefing as Greater Manchester Leaders, Chief Executives and 

Directors of Public Heath on Friday and we have what I 

understand to have entered into a form of dialogue. We’ve put our 

proposals in, as Greater Manchester Leaders, which is – I can’t 
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speak personally but it’s shared by the other Leaders – that we 

are against a lockdown as we understand it at Tier 3, which is the 

complete lockdown of hospitality. And our position is very clear 

that we feel we need to move to extra restrictions but one that 

obviously protects those most vulnerable and susceptible to the 

virus, but one that does not continue to have an adverse affect on 

local businesses and our economy. 

 

AM: Can I ask you about the economic package from the 

Chancellor Rishi Sunak who is offering people who are waiting to 

hear at the moment whether they’re about to lose their jobs and 

be made unemployed, two thirds of their wages, but that money 

doesn’t come through until the middle of November. What do you 

think about that? 

DG: I’m against it. I realise our government’s in a very difficult 

position and of course we welcome any package that is brought 

together that helps our businesses. But our businesses in Bolton 

have already been closed for three months in hospitality lockdown. 

We’ve lost many jobs already. Many of these businesses already 

on the brink. The idea that this money is only payable from the 

beginning of November and it could come to us as late as late 

November, early December is just not good enough. And I have 

called and made very public demands that it has to, at the very 

least these packages return to the furlough of the March 

lockdown. And anything less is quite frankly unacceptable and 

many of these businesses will sadly go under. And we can’t build 

back better if we’ve lost some of these businesses, these great 

independent businesses that people have put their life savings into 

will be lost.  

 

AM: A lot of people in Bolton may be feeling in despair and feeling 

that government are no longer thinking about them properly. Is 

that your own view as well? 

DG: I’m urging government now to listen again. Please listen 

again to the voices. The North feels like they are being treated 
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differently and we know our rates are high, we’re not 

underestimating that but we have to find a way through this. But 

as I said before, look after the economy. We cannot throw our 

local economy to the wall, particularly in the North.  We have to 

keep that and I urge government to respect that.  If they can’t 

continue with no exit package, not exit package has been 

explained to me about how we then get ourselves out of these 

restrictions, everyone is talking about a second wave and will only 

get worse. 

 

AM: So to sum up your message to the government is please, 

please think again, but if you don’t there’s going to have to be a 

Commons vote to make you? 

DG: Yes and the package needs to at the very least return to the 

lockdown arrangements of Furlough at the beginning of March. 

Why should the North be treated any different from the rest of the 

country when we went down into the original lockdown?  

 

Ends  

 

 


