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AM: The Shadow Foreign Secretary and MP for Wigan, Lisa Nandy, 

was listening in our Salford studio. Lisa Nandy, you heard there a 

Conservative council leader calling on the government to think 

again about its package and saying there would have to be a vote 

in the House of Commons to vote it down if they didn’t. That’s 

exactly the message and it also came from people like Andy 

Burnham and the Mayors. You’ll have seen their press conference 

yesterday. Andy Burnham said that the financial package would, 

quotes, ‘surrender our residents to hardship in the run-up to 

Christmas and our businesses to potential failure or collapse.’ Do 

you agree with him? 

LN: I agree with Andy, and I agreed with every word that David 

(Greenhalgh) just said. It’s really hard to explain how angry 

people are in the north of England about what has happened, not 

just over the last few months but over the last few days. I haven’t 

felt anger like this towards the government since I was growing 

up here in the 1980s. People feel that they haven’t just been 

abandoned by the government, they now feel that the 

government is actively working against us. The rates are still going 

up with them under lockdown restrictions, as David said. We’re 

into our third month now of restrictions that mean that you can’t 

go round to your parents’ house, so grandparents are not seeing 

grandchildren, and businesses are really feeling that this is death 

by a thousand cuts. He is absolutely right. It is not too late for the 

government to do something, but if they carry on like this briefing 

out new lockdown restrictions overnight on a Thursday night and 

then going missing over the weekend, we haven’t seen anything 

from the prime minister, and we now have people who are ringing 
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our offices saying have I got a job to go to tomorrow? If they 

don’t do something quickly they’re not just going to lose control of 

the virus, but they’re going to lose trust in what people are being 

told, and that is really, really serious. 

 

AM: Let me turn to what you and other Labour MPs are being 

asked to do as well, because Andy Burnham said he was asking 

northern MPs of all kinds – and you are certainly a northern MP – 

to use, quotes, ‘whatever routes open to you to bring about a vote 

on this and then reject it.’ Will you be doing that? 

LN: Yes, he’s absolutely right about that. The prime minister 

needs to come to the House of Commons tomorrow and make a 

statement. It would be incredible if he didn’t after the few days 

that we’ve just had here. But we also will be looking for 

mechanisms to make sure that there is a vote on this in the House 

of Commons. What we really want though is the government to 

come forward with a package of financial support that enables 

people to comply with the health restrictions. People are being 

told that they’re going to have to exist on 67 per cent of their 

wages despite not having a job to go to, but they’re having to pay 

100 per cent of their rent and bills. The government has got to 

sort this out because the number of people who’ve told me in the 

last few weeks that they’re scared to download the app, they’re 

scared to go for a test because of the financial implications for 

them and their families, these two things go absolutely hand in 

hand and the government now has to listen. 

 

AM: So to be absolutely clear, if they don’t listen – because they 

have said this package is, quotes, ‘non-negotiable’ and not for 

discussion – if they don’t listen will Labour MPs join, if they can, 

with Conservative rebels and try and vote it down or not? 

LN: Well, we will try and frame the terms of a debate and vote in 

the House of Commons so that there is an opportunity to put 

forward an alternative support package. The problem with just 

voting down what the government is proposing, as Andy Burnham 
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and others recognised at the press conference yesterday, is that 

we support more restrictions coming in, we’ve got to get control of 

the virus. We support the financial package, but the financial 

package is not sufficient. We don’t want to get rid of what the 

Chancellor has done. It was right that he said that there will be 

some help, but the help is by no means good enough, and if he 

doesn’t think again we will have people being evicted in the 

middle of winter in a global pandemic. This is really not a sensible 

way to carry on. 

 

AM: But if you want them to change their minds, then you have to 

confront them with the possibility of actual parliamentary defeat, 

and I’m still unclear whether you’re prepared to do that. 

LN: Well, we wouldn’t vote down a support package with nothing 

in its place. That wouldn’t be a responsible thing to do at all. But 

we certainly will be seeking to find a way to force a vote in the 

House of Commons for a better support package. And yesterday 

the Mayors of the city regions across the north of England also  

laid bare the possibility of legal action if the government doesn’t 

back down. The government should be working with local leaders 

in these areas to understand what is needed. Not to do so shows 

utter contempt for people in the north and the midlands, and 

they’ve got to think again. 

 

AM: One of the stories briefed out this morning is that people in 

the north may face restrictions on where they can move – not 

being allowed to move out of their local areas or villages or towns 

or whatever it is. What’s your reaction to that? 

LN: Well, I mean, we’ve already had something akin to that 

already in parts of the north, in Greater Manchester, for example, 

when we went into lockdown at the end of July there was a 

request that we didn’t travel to places like Scotland, for example, 

from the SNP government there. So we have been living with this, 

to be honest, for quite some time. We will support measures that 

get control of the virus. This is really, really serious now and there 
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are real concerns from our public health directors in the north that 

unless something is done right now we’re rushing into a headwind, 

as the Deputy Chief Medical Officer put it this morning. It would 

be a perfect storm. We’ve got to get control of it, but we need 

government to work with us not against us in order to make this 

happen. 

 

AM: David Greenhalgh this morning told me, though he hadn’t 

seen the details, to be fair, that this was an oppressive measure. 

He thought it was oppressive. But you don’t agree with him. 

LN: Well, it is oppressive, of course it is, but it’s also potentially 

necessary. And part of the anger here in the north of England is 

that it may now be necessary but this was never inevitable. Back 

at the start of summer we were urging the government to do a 

rapid review, the scientists did a rapid review, the prime minister 

couldn’t even confirm that he’d read it. And then they had a 

wasted summer where they just didn’t get any of the things in 

place that they needed to. We’re still having an argument about 

whether the local expertise that we have, our public health 

expertise, is better at test, trace and isolate, that Serco, Deloitte 

and Boots. I’m sorry but this just absurd that it’s taken this long 

for the government to realise that there is enormous expertise 

around the country that they should be tapping into and they’ve 

got to start listening to us. 

 

AM: And you want some of these restrictions to go ahead. A lot of 

the local leaders are saying they’re very, very sceptical of, and 

indeed hostile to the idea of bars and restaurants being closed in 

particular, and that the evidence is not at all strong that that’s 

where the real problem of infection lies. Again, what’s your 

reaction to that? 

LN: Well, I spoke to Andy Burnham about this yesterday. What he 

really wants is to understand the basis on which the government 

is making these decisions. I was asked to go to a briefing with the 

Minister on Thursday with other northern MPs where we were told 
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that the transmission rates were in the – the cause of the 

transmission rates was hospitality, but then the figures that they 

produced didn’t seem to back that up. Now, I think it’s probably 

right to say there are going to have to be restrictions on pubs. I 

think that the length of time that young people spend in pubs 

probably is part of the driving force around this. But it is 

absolutely absurd that the Mayor of Greater Manchester, who is 

seeing very, very high transmission rates in his area, cannot get 

access to that data. And when we were on the call with the 

Minister we were told that although we could ask questions about 

the science we couldn’t ask questions about the policy, so we 

couldn’t ask them why they were bringing in particular policies. 

They’re treating us with contempt, but more importantly they’re 

treating people across this country with contempt as well. 

 

AM: So do you think that the proposal to close bars and 

restaurants across the north is a good idea or a bad idea? 

LN: I think it’s starting to look like that necessary. We had a 

briefing with the Chief Medical Officer last week, who said very 

clearly that the believes that this is part of the problem. And our 

priority is to make sure that we get control of the virus and we 

keep schools open. So if that is necessary in order to do it and the 

Chief Medical Officer recommends it, then what we need to do 

now is work with the government to get a package of support in 

place for those people affected. 

 

AM: So I’m now badly confused, because the Manchester City 

Council Leader, Sir Richard Leese, said this week: ‘a lot of 

emphasis has been placed on pubs, bars and restaurants. The 

evidence in Manchester is that these are not major sources of 

transmission. Further measures risk posing an existential threat for 

enormous numbers of our businesses and the people who work in 

them.’  You believe in listening to the local leaders, there’s a local 

leader saying bars and restaurants are not the problem. 
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LN: Yeah, and if you’re confused, Andrew, I think that goes for a 

lot of local leaders as well, because they have been told up to now 

that the reason that the transmission rates are rising, the cases 

are rising, is because transmission is taking place in the home, 

and that has been the advice coming from government, and that 

has been told to them in private briefings. We were told 

something different last week. 

 

AM: I’m sorry to jump in, but in that case why destroy all these 

businesses? Why close all the pubs and restaurants now if they 

are not the real problem? 

LN: Well, we were told at a private briefing by the Chief Medical 

Officer last week that the problem that they face is that the virus 

has to come into the home somehow, so although households 

giving it to each other is the problem you have to make sure that 

the virus doesn’t come into the home. Now, there are places 

where the virus is spreading, pubs is one of them, which is why 

the government is considering closing them. But if they had 

shared that information early you wouldn’t have this level of 

confusion amongst local leaders, and that’s why we’ve been 

saying they should be far more honest and transparent. 

 

AM: I’m just going to jump in one more time because the Public 

Health England data suggests that it’s workplaces, colleges and 

schools that are much more serious sources of transmission than 

pubs and restaurants. And therefore I’m confused. Given that 

nobody is suggesting closing universities or colleges or schools, 

and indeed many people are being encouraged to go back to their 

workplaces, why we are focusing on these particular businesses? 

LN: Well, the data that we were shown last week contradicted 

that. It said that pubs - hospitality was the major source of 

transmission. Now, I’m not sure if that is correct because we in 

Greater Manchester have data that shows that public transport, 

for example, alongside the other areas that you mentioned, are 

the major source of transmission. This just shows how absurd it is 
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that the government hasn’t shared this information and that we’ve 

had a prime minister who’s gone missing all weekend while these 

decisions are being made. We need the government to be far 

clearer, far more honest. We will support them to get this right, 

but they’ve got to change course. 

 

AM: If I was running a restaurant in Manchester by now my head 

would be in my hands and I’d be muttering, ‘a plague on all their 

houses,’ because you all seem to be confused about this, nobody 

is giving me clear information. Not the opposition, not the 

government, nobody. Can I turn to one other issue which has 

been a source of great confusion, which is the 10pm curfew. Now, 

we have heard that there are Conservative MPs across the north 

who are prepared to vote against this but will not do so because 

the Labour Party has now decided to abstain. Why are you 

abstaining when you could be confronting the government? It’s 

another area where a lot of people think the science isn’t there 

and businesses are being run into the ground for no particularly 

good reason. 

LN: Well, because it’s very clear that we do need further 

restrictions, and actually if you look at the example in Wales, 

where they’ve brought in a 10pm curfew, that they have also 

staggered closing times so that people aren’t tipping out onto the 

street at exactly the same time, and they’ve closed off licences at 

10pm too, so that people don’t then go and buy alcohol and go to 

each other’s houses and mix, it has actually been relatively 

successful. 

 

AM: Andy Burnham said it’s causing more harm than good. 

LN: Because of the way it’s being implemented. And there is no 

confusion amongst the opposition. We’ve got to take measures to 

get control of the virus; we want make sure those measures are 

workable, so we want to see the science, and we will support 

them with a financial package in place. I just wish the government 
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would reappear and start to make some decisions about this and 

make them with us, with the north of England, not against us. 

 

AM: Lisa Nandy, thanks very much indeed for joining us this 

morning. 

(ends) 

 


