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AM: Mr Jenrick, we were just hearing there that if this strategy 

doesn’t work we are heading towards a national lockdown. Is that 

right? 

RJ: Well, the number of cases, as you’ve heard, is rising across 

the whole of the UK. But it is very concentrated at the moment in 

some places in the northeast, the northwest and some of the cities 

like Nottingham. So it is right that we try to pursue a localised 

approach and that’s what we’ve been doing. Those are the 

conversations I’ve been having with local mayors and council 

leaders over the course of this weekend.  

 

AM: But if it doesn’t work? 

RJ: Well, none of us want to return to a blanket national 

lockdown. At the moment there are very wide variations. If you’re 

in north Norfolk today there are 19 cases per 100,000. If you’re in 

Manchester or Merseyside you’re seeing cases north of 600 per 

100,000. So I think it is right that we do everything we can to 

ensure that we have a localised approach, a proportionate and 

localised approach, and that’s what we’re doing. And the next 

phase of that is that in addition to the simple national rules we 

have a framework so there’s a degree of consistency in those local 

lockdowns but also that we work very closely with the local 

leaders to ask them are there particular measures that they feel 

would be effective in their communities that we could support 

them on and help us to really bear down on the virus in places like 

Merseyside. 
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AM: There’s a whole raft of restrictions being announced 

tomorrow. Are they going to include banning people in pubs in the 

north from leaving their local areas? 

RJ: Well, the prime minister’s going to make a statement to 

parliament. I think it’s right that he makes clear those measures.  

 

AM: I’m sorry, your government has been briefing this to the 

papers. All across the north people want an answer to this. I ask 

you again are you going to stop people leaving their local areas as 

part of these restrictions, yes or no? 

RJ: I’m not going to answer that. It’s right that the prime minister 

informs the House of Commons what our strategy is. I’ve spent 

the weekend with the prime minister’s adviser, Sir Edwin Lister, 

with the Health Secretary, speaking to local council leaders, to the 

mayors in those places. 

 

AM: Do they know the answer to my question? 

RJ: We have set out proposals to them and we’re trying to co-

design with them so that things are not being done to local areas, 

they’re being done with those communities, and I think that’s the 

way forward if we’re going to build the greatest coalition of 

support for further measure over what’s undoubtedly going to be 

a difficult autumn and winter. 

 

AM: You see, when it comes to, for instance, Rishi Sunak’s 

package, Jo Anderson in Liverpool says the reality is the decision 

has already been made, and Andy Burnham said there’s no 

discussions to be had, it’s finished. This is not discussion, this is 

not debate. 

RJ: Well, I’ve had discussions with both Andy and Jo over the 

weekend. We’re talking about ways in which we can help those 

councils with their own resources, with access and greater 

flexibility on track and trace, enabling them to do more 

enforcement in their communities, and also to protect the most 

vulnerable people. But the Chancellor set out a very fair package 
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enabling people who are in businesses that are asked to close by 

law to have two thirds of their unearned wages paid by the 

government, further grants of up to £3,000 per business, and 

that’s obviously coming on top of all the other measures that 

we’ve put in place. 

 

AM: I’m going to talk about that in a moment. But before I do can 

I ask is the government going to hand the track and trace system 

to local authorities? 

RJ: We’re going to work very closely with local authorities, so in 

addition to the national infrastructure which is developing and 

increasing with every passing week, we’re also going to be making 

use of local councils to do contact tracing in particular. Because 

there is clear evidence that local councils are good at that – as 

you’d expect. 

 

AM: But they want full control, and the reason they want full 

control, I put it to, is that they system at the moment, the national 

system, is simply not working. When I spoke to the prime minister 

last week and talked about his promise that 100 per cent of 

results would come back from in-person testing within 24 hours, 

the figure then was 38 per cent, and the latest figure is 24 per 

cent. It’s not working and it’s visibly getting worse. And that’s 

presumably why you’re trying to hand it over to local authorities to 

see if they can do a better job. 

RJ: Well, the local councils I’ve spoken to really are looking for 

two things: firstly to be supported with contact tracing, and there 

is real evidence that in places like Leicester, for example, 

mobilising local council workers – 

AM: They do it better don’t they? 

RJ: Yeah, but I don’t think we should be surprised by that. People 

who know their own community, particularly harder to reach 

communities, are bound to be better than Whitehall or national 

contact tracers. So we’re going to be supporting them to do that. I 

think they also want to have more flexibility, for example, over 
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where testing sites might be located in their community. And 

we’ve also offered them resources like the armed forces to help 

them to do. So we’re going to have the best possible working 

relationship between national and local government on tracing and 

on many other things. 

 

AM: Now, you mentioned the Rishi Sunak plan and you said it was 

generous, but if I were on minimum wage or low pay, put it 

another way, I’m working in a bar or a restaurant in Manchester 

or anywhere else in the northeast and I’m going to get two thirds 

of my pay, as Andy Burnham said I can’t then turn around to my 

landlord and say, ‘I’m going to pay you two thirds of my rent this 

week,’ and I can’t turn around to whatever shop I’m going to – 

Tescos – ‘I’m going to pay two thirds of my grocery bill.’ Where is 

the rest of the money going to come from? 

RJ: Well, nobody’s suggesting that these things are easy. These 

are hard choices. We’re in a deep recession. The national debt is 

rising. We can’t do everything. But the Chancellor has set out a 

package which provides a safety net to people who undoubtedly 

will be very anxious this weekend. Those measures come on top 

of other things we’ve done, like increasing the generosity of 

universal credit, further support from the local housing allowance, 

and also we’re giving councils further payments that they can give 

on a discretionary basis to people where there’s real cases of 

hardship. And also the individuals we’re talking about here, many 

of them have been on the furlough scheme before, which was a 

very generous scheme by international standards, and the 

proposals the Chancellor set out this week do compare favourably 

with other countries. It is a more generous scheme than Ireland 

and Italy, it’s broadly comparable with what France and Germany 

are doing. We’ll obviously keep this under review if we need to go 

further, but I think this does provide a fair safety net for people 

who we have great sympathy with. 
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AM: But if you are one of those many, many workers facing losing 

their jobs tomorrow and only having two thirds of their income 

suddenly and you have no cushion or extra money to support you, 

those international comparisons don’t mean anything at all. David 

Greenhalgh, who’s leader of Bolton Council, said that this is just 

simply insufficient and asks the government to think again and 

suggests if the government doesn’t think again Tory MPs from the 

north, as well as opposition MPs, should join together to vote this 

down. 

RJ: Well, I know David well and I’m speaking to him shortly after 

your programme. We’ve put in place these measures. They need 

to be seen in the context of everything else we’ve done. You 

know, this country has put in place measures which compare 

extremely favourably with other countries. We can’t do everything. 

There is a limit to what a state can do here. But we are trying to 

support these communities. We’re also supporting the local 

councils. We’ve already given four billion pounds to local 

authorities like David’s in Bolton, and there’s more that we’re 

discussing over this weekend to help them to protect the most 

vulnerable people in society. 

 

AM: You can tell me more about that because this scheme doesn’t 

affect all the suppliers of the businesses who go under, so the 

people supplying the pubs and the restaurants. There’s nothing for 

them at all.  

RJ: There is actually, with respect. Because under the job support 

scheme which the Chancellor announced two or three weeks ago, 

that enables businesses to provide support if they’re not at their 

full capacity. So if workers are having to work part time, then 

they’re able to make use of that scheme. And we’re also providing 

for those businesses further support through the VAT cut and the 

business rates holiday. So you do have to view this in the round, 

what is a very significant package of support for businesses and 

for individuals.  
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AM: Well viewing it in the round or not, this money doesn’t come 

to people until well into November. That’s more than six weeks. 

Some people will have absolutely no income because of measures 

being taken by your government. How can those people survive 

during that period? 

RJ: Well, that’s not quite correct because the Furlough Scheme of 

course continues to the end of this month, and so someone who’s 

already in Furlough –  

AM: If they’re in Furlough already, if they are? 

RJ: or if they were previously. So if they’d previously been an 

employee who was registered on Furlough, then the company 

could put them back into Furlough to the end of this month and 

then make use of the Chancellor’s Job Support Scheme. And 

remember the Job Support Scheme when it was announced was 

strongly supported by the TUC, by the  CBI, by the Devolved 

Administrations, like Nicola Sturgeon for example, so this is a good 

package but of course we could always do more but we can’t 

support every person and every business in this country, much as 

though we’d want to. 

 

AM: Candidly  you’re probably going to have to do more in this 

case. We’ll wait and see. Now all of this is based on a real 

crackdown on bars and pubs and restaurants, the hospitality 

sector. Do you have conclusive evidence that that’s where the 

problem of infection really lies? 

RJ: It’s common sense that the places where we interact the most 

are playing a role in spreading a virus that thrives on human 

interaction. 

AM: Common sense is not conclusive scientific evidence, is it? 

RJ: Well going into pubs and bars and cafes and restaurants does 

play a role. I don’t want to overstate that. There are other settings 

as well, like going to school, like going to workplaces. The Prime 

Minister has chosen to prioritise keeping education open and 

where possible to prioritise keeping workplaces open. That’s a 

difficult choice, it’s a balanced judgement but I think it’s the right 
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one. If we can reduce the rate of infection in other settings then 

it’s right that we do that. 

 

AM: So you think there’s a problem but you’re not absolutely sure. 

If this doesn’t work will you close colleges and schools? 

RJ: That’s not our intention. 

AM: I know it’s not but I’m saying if this doesn’t work what 

happens next? 

RJ: Well we are very clear that we want to keep education open.  

I think it had such a profound impact upon the life chances of 

children when we closed schools earlier this year. I’m a father of 

three children, learning from home is no substitute to face to face 

teaching in the classroom so we will do everything we can to keep 

them open. 

 

AM: We know that colleges and universities are absolutely hotbeds 

of the infection at the moment and a lot of people looking at this 

situation can’t see what the government’s route out of this is. 

RJ: Well we don’t have any plan to close universities. We’re 

obviously working closely with them so they can put in measures 

like keeping young people in bubbles, like trying to make 

campuses a more shielded environment, like ensuring there’s 

more testing on canvas, all those things are the right thing to do. 

But there are no easy choices here. The tradeoffs are very 

difficult. We’re making a balanced judgement that it’s best to keep 

education and employment open. That does come at a cost to 

other aspects of society. 

 

AM; The anger in the North, which I’m sure you recognise, comes 

from a sense of one law for you and one law for us.  And in that 

context the Health Secretary, Matt Hancock, was seen by other 

MPs drinking in a House of Commons bar after the 10pm curfew. 

What’s your response? He’s denied it, what’s  your response? 

RJ: Well the Health Secretary has put out a statement and I’ve 

seen corroboration from other people who were present to say 
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that he didn’t go back to the bar after 10pm. I obviously wasn’t 

there but I have seen a number of people, reliable people who’ve 

said that that’s completely untrue. 

 

AM: Well let’s turn to –  

RJ: If I may say just one point. You say that there’s anger in the 

North –  

AM: There is. 

RJ: But the measures that we’re bringing in here are  universal. 

These apply across the whole of the United Kingdom and there is 

nothing that we would ever do that penalises one part of the 

country over  another. The Chancellor represents North Yorkshire. 

I represent North Nottinghamshire, neither of us would  want to 

do anything that hurts the North or the Midlands more than any 

part of the country. But it is right that we take a localised 

approach when the rate of infection is so much higher in some of 

those places, including Nottinghamshire where I represent, than 

other parts of the country where it’s comparatively low.  

 

AM: I’m glad you mention Nottinghamshire because in yesterday’s 

Times your constituency of Newark, it was reported, was awarded 

£25 million in funding from your own department in an initiative 

called the New Towns Fund. Is that right? 

RJ: That’s correct. 

AM: That’s correct. Now this fund was designed to help left behind 

towns. That’s also correct? 

RJ: That’s right. This is part of our commitment as a government o 

levelling up all parts of the country, particularly investing in towns 

that have been undervalued or under invested in for too long, 

many of which are in the Midlands or the North, including places 

like Nottinghamshire of course there are many places that have 

been deprived – ex mining communities like the one that I 

represent. 
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AM: And your department listed those on an index of deprivation, 

the communities who are most likely to get this money and there’s 

101 towns who are going to get the money. Where did Newark fit 

on that list? 

RJ: Well the Department put in place a robust and fair 

methodology. It was actually designed before I became Secretary 

of State and that looked at number of factors, not just deprivation, 

and out of that list we chose, on the advice of civil servants the 40 

most high ranking towns in the country. And then in addition to 

that  -  

AM: More opaque for the next six...  

RJ: - places were chose, again on the advice of civil servants so 

that  there was a broad range of places from market towns, like 

the one I represent, ex agricultural towns. Coastal towns, city 

centres and ex mining and coalfield communities. And that process 

had been set out by civil servants in my department. If your 

question I think you’re coming to is was I involved in selecting my 

own community absolutely not,  ministers don’t get involved in 

their own constituencies, that was  decision was made by another 

minister in my department. 

 

AM: Which Minister by the way? 

RJ: It was made by Jake Berry, who then –  

AM: Right, who also got money for his constituency.  

RJ: Well that was the decision made by another  minister. 

AM: You?  

RJ: it was made by myself, but I think to be honest –  

AM: so you decided that Jake Berry’s constituency got money and 

Jake Berry decided your constituency got money. 

RJ: Andrew, with respect this is perfectly normal. Ministers do not 

get involved in making decisions for their own  constituencies. But 

neither should their constituencies be victims of the fact that they 

happen to be a minister. This has been set out very clearly by the 

NAO and what’s really happening here –  

AM: I want to jump in for a second here. 
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RJ: - is this is a distraction tactic by the Labour Party 

AM; Well is it? 

RJ: - who don’t like the fact that we’re making good on our 

Manifesto pledge to actually invest in places which they neglected 

for far too long. 

 

AM: So there is an index, a list of deprivation. 101 is the number 

that you have to reach in that to get the money but your 

constituency –  

RJ: No that’s not correct. 

AM: - was 270. Not 101, 270. 

RJ: With respect Andrew, that’s not correct. You should read the 

report set out by the Dept and the NAO. 

AM: Well I’ve read the NAO report. 

RJ: That there was a range of different factors taken into account  

and I mean it wasn’t my decision whether my constituency was 

given the funding or not.  My constituency was the 16th ranked 

town in the East Midlands and in the East Midlands  the 

government gave funding to 19 towns. But that was the important 

factor here. 

AM: At the end of all of this you joined a group of councillors to 

lobby your own department to get this money, didn’t you? You 

were part of the lobby, which seems very very strange. So Robert 

Jenrick is lobbying Robert Jenrick and unsurprisingly, Robert 

Jenrick’s constituency gets the money.  

RJ: That’s completely untrue. I mean ministers obviously have to 

support protects in their own constituencies because we’re also 

constituency  MPs. That’s the good thing about our system in this 

country and it would be quite wrong if you weren’t able to support 

your own constituency to get a school, to have a hospital, to get 

investment for deprived communities and with respect I think the 

Labour Party’s front bench need to get out of the M25 and see 

what’s happening in our towns and communities.   

 

Ends  
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