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AM: You may have heard Sir David Spiegelhalter there saying that 

we could be hitting two and a half thousand cases of 

hospitalisations per day at the top of this wave. Given all of that is 

Labour still comfortable about the reopening going ahead in a 

week’s time? 

KG: Well we do want to see the reopening on the 19th of July 

assuming that the final data that I think we’re due to see this 

week confirm that that’s the right thing to do, but the indications 

are that that will be the case. But what we also say is that it is 

unwise to be reopening on the 19th of July and at the same time 

removing all the mitigations that could help to bear down on that 

spread of infection. So for example, removing mandatory mask 

wearing in public places we think is a mistake. We think more 

could be done to make sure that public spaces are properly 

ventilated and of course as we’ve said all the way through this 

crisis people who do need to go home to self isolate need, if 

they’re on low incomes, to be financially supported to do that. So 

to make this unlocking work safely or as safely as it possibly can 

the government should be doing more to keep mitigations in place 

and I’m afraid it doesn’t seem to be doing that. 

 

AM: Well to be absolutely clear, is the Labour Party supportive of 

one, reopening pubs and hospitality venues in full, two, an end to 

social distancing. Three, scrapping Test and Trace quarantine, and 

four, allowing festivals and other mass events to go ahead? 

KG: So we do want to see pubs and hospitality reopen. I think that 

social distancing as far as it’s possible is something that we should 

try to continue and for example I’ve said all the way through that 
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we should have supported schools to open  Nightingale 

classrooms so that children could be kept more socially distant. As 

to Test and Trace I think we’ve known for a long time that that 

hasn’t been working as well as it needs to. We’ve got problems 

still I think with the app which you were discussing a few 

moments ago with Sir David, that people are ignoring it because 

it’s disrupting their lives and as I say if they’re not getting the 

financial support to take time off work then they’re not going to 

pay much attention to that if they feel that they’re not able to. 

And I also have to tell you, Andrew, I was pinged the other day 

and I was told to isolate for five days. Now why five days? It’s 

supposed to be ten. It’s because for the first five days the system 

actually hadn’t found me and that’s really troubling if people 

should be isolating and the system hasn’t caught up with us. 

 

AM: I want to talk about schools in a moment. Just before I do, 

surely there is a contradiction between saying keep the one metre 

social distancing rules and reopen pubs and restaurants. A lot of 

pubs and restaurants will simply say that’s simply not possible.  

KG: It is going to be difficult. That’s why I think we should look for 

as many mitigations as possible.  There’s no one answer to this 

clearly. It’s why ventilation is very important in those spaces and 

supporting businesses and building into the health and  safety 

plants proper ventilation is another really important mitigation that 

we would strongly advocate.  

 

AM: Well you talk about mitigations. Another mitigation that’s 

been talked about a lot now is vaccine passports to allow people 

who’ve been double vaxxed to go into pubs and restaurants and 

so forth. The Labour Party was against that. Are you still? 

KG: I  think we’ve got to be very careful about the use of 

passports that would stigmatise or discriminate against perhaps 

for example  young people.   But I do think you’ve been double 

jabbed there can be some relaxations that are sensible in the 

context of the risks. So for example it could be right for people 
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who’ve travelled abroad and who have come back and are double 

vaccinated to not have to meet the same quarantine restrictions 

but I think it’s all about risk in the end and it’s really important 

that we examine that carefully and take the right advice. 

 

AM: So it seems to me that by and large you’re in the same place 

as the government, apart from ventilation and masks. Can I ask 

you what you would do to stop transmission in schools given the 

huge of kids who are being sent home at the moment. What’s 

your plan for that? 

KG: So – I think we’ve got to be clear we don’t actually know how 

much of the transmission is in schools and how much of what’s 

going on in schools is reflecting transmission in the community. 

But there are measures  that we have always advocated that 

schools should be supported to take and want to take. So we’ve 

said, as I  say, more social distancing, supporting schools to take 

extra premises so that they can keep people more separately in 

classrooms. We’ve talked about mask wearing. The government 

has now removed the requirement to wear masks in schools but 

this is surprising when masks were required in March and April 

when infection rates were lower than they are now, so we’re 

asking the government to publish the advice that’s received and 

the evidence that’s looked at. And we’ve also I think got to bring 

in the testing in school that was started at the beginning of the 

year and very quickly abandoned, we know that only one in five 

AM: Bring it back? 

KG: - children is being tested upon. That’s not good enough. Let’s 

get the testing back in school but support schools with the 

resources to do that. 

 

ENDS  


