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AM: Caroline Lucas, who is Greens only MP, joins me now. 

Caroline Lucas, on election night are we going to be seeing the 

results of this pact? Do you think it’s big enough to actually 

change the results of as  many as 30 or 40 or 50 constituencies? 

CL: I think it certainly could do. I think the evidence suggests that 

we may well be heading again for another hung parliament. In 

which case, you know, even just a handful of seats can make a 

difference, which is why we are uniting behind a single remain 

candidate in a number of key seats in order to try to maximise 

that vote. And we’re doing it, I have to say, not because we do it 

lightly, but because we have a horrible undemocratic, unfair 

electoral system that means that we have to try to game the 

system in that way, and every single candidate for whom people 

are standing aside is committed to going back to parliament and 

fighting for electoral reform, because we don’t want to be having 

to do this, and we would also love to have been doing it with 

Labour, and of course Labour isn’t going to play ball. 

 

AM: Was it a difficult thing to do? Because it means, for an awful 

lot of people around the country who want to vote Green, who’ve 

been influenced by Extinction Rebellion or whatever, and want to 

vote Green, they won’t be able to. They’ll have to vote Lib Dem or 

Plaid Cymru. So it must have been difficult. 

CL: It was incredibly difficult. And as I say, it’s not something that 

we do lightly. But what we also want to make sure is that when 

people do vote Green they have a chance of those votes 

translating into seats. Two million people voted Green in the 

European elections, that’s an extraordinary figure. We topped the 

European poll in many places. And so what we want to do now is 

to try to turn those votes into real seats. And in places like the 
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Isle of Wight, Bristol West, Stroud, Bury St Edmunds and others, 

we now have a real chance of winning.  

 

AM: You’ve had the launch of your campaign – not the manifesto 

but the launch – and you’ve said in that you’re going to spend 

more than a hundred million pounds greening the economy – 

billion pounds per year greening the economy. That is a vast 

amount of money. It’s twice what the IFS says can be responsibly 

and efficiently spent. How are you sure you’re going to spend it 

well? 

CL: Well, £100 billion a year over ten years is what we think is 

necessary to try to reach net zero by 2030, we think the 

government’s target of saying we’re going to get to net zero 

emissions by 2050 – another 30 years away – is just simply not 

up to scrutiny. And it’s like dialling 999 and saying can I have a 

fire engine, please in 30 years’ time? It’s not commensurate with 

what I understand to be an emergency. We are convinced that we 

are going to be able to spend this money wisely. I’ve been 

working on the idea of Green new deal now for over ten years. 

I’m  very proud to have been part of the small group in the UK of 

environmentalists and economists that came up with this idea of a 

Green new deal. It is transformative, it will mean decarbonising 

transport, the way we use our land, the way we heat our homes. 

It’ll have huge positive benefits in terms of things like people not 

dying from air pollution, and the cost to the NHS of air pollution, 

the cost to the NHS of people living in cold homes. We think that 

this will pay for itself, because there’ll be more jobs so taxes will 

be coming back into the revenue. And quite honestly, the idea 

that when we’re facing a climate emergency we’ll be sitting 

around saying, ‘I’m not sure we can afford to tackle it,’ I don’t 

think future generations would forgive us for that.  

 

AM: Now, apart from people who want to vote Green, of course a 

lot of people are asking themselves about how they live greener 

or more environmentally friendly, and people are giving up meat 
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and they’re thinking about their travel plans and they’re thinking 

about their lifestyles. Can I ask you when was the last time you 

flew? 

CL: I flew – my son lives in the United States and so I do fly. Not 

often but occasionally I do.  

AM: I’m not trying to get at you. I’m just saying it’s very, very 

hard. Everyone has got these choices to make.  

CL: Of course. And we all try to make the changes that we can. 

But do you know what? I think sometimes the focus on individual 

behaviour, important though that is, lets the big fossil fuel 

companies off the hook, it lets those in power off the hook. 

Because what we need here is systems change. It is incredibly 

easy to pit one person’s behaviour against another person’s 

behaviour and say you’re not good enough. We’re all trying to do 

our best in a deeply imperfect system. And so what we need to be 

doing, I think, is focusing on changing that system. Why, for 

example, is it so much more expensive to take a train from the UK 

to other parts of Europe than it is to fly? There’s no reason for 

that. It’s because we’ve chosen not to tax aviation fuel and VAT 

on aviation and instead we do when it comes to railways. So let’s 

change those price signals to make it easier for people to do the 

right thing rather than sitting in judgement on each other. 

AM: I’m honestly not sitting in judgement on you at all. 

CL: No, not you on me, but I’m just saying generally sometimes I 

think the Green movement will sometimes sound as if we’re doing 

that. And I think that’s very off-putting and we shouldn’t. 

 

AM: A bit too prim and finger-wagging occasionally. 

CL: Exactly.  

AM: But lots and lots of people are changing their lifestyles. And 

certainly eating is a very big part of this. Vegetarianism and 

veganism. And again what are the signals that a government 

could send to change people’s lifestyles further? Do you think we 

need to see an end to at least factory farming, or the mass 

agriculture we’ve got in this country? 
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CL: Certainly we need to see an end to the deeply cruel factory 

farming. And I think we need to see a real shift away from 

industrialised agriculture to much more eco-friendly agriculture. 

Now, that’s not going to happen on its own. It’s going to happen 

if the government puts its money where its mouth is and makes 

sure that we actually fund that transition. Our farmers are 

struggling right now to make ends meet and I can quite 

understand that they don’t simply want more goalposts to change, 

but if the government can set out clear targets about how, over 

the period to come, we are going to be eating less meat, for 

example, there will be more plant-based diets, there will be less 

intensive farming, and therefore fund that transition to make it 

easier for farmers to do that, then I think we can get to where we 

need to be.  

 

AM: It seems to be a big problem for you in this election is going 

to be the fact that Green ideas have filtered so successful into 

some of the other parties, in particular the Labour Party. Jeremy 

Corbyn talks a lot about climate emergency, and Labour also has 

a very, very ambitious and high spending plan to green the 

economy and to change the economy towards a carbon neutral 

goal. They’ve also got very, very ambitious goals. Why, if I’m a 

voter who’s interested in green issues, should I not vote Labour, 

because I get all sorts of other things including the prime minister 

as a result? 

CL: Because, first of all, I think you need to ask yourself why is 

Labour moving in that direction, and I would argue it is because 

the Greens have been challenging them in ballot boxes up and 

down the country. And I say the Green Party has been talking 

about a Green new deal for over ten years. Labour, I’m glad to 

say, is just catching up. But their programme is not so ambitious. 

And then you just have to remember, last week you had John 

McDonnell sitting where I am now telling you that regional airport 

expansion was somehow compatible with getting to net zero by 

2030. It simply isn’t. So if you want Greens to hold the feet to the 
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fire of the Labour Party and everyone else, the get more Greens 

elected in this next election. The children can’t vote, the planet 

can’t vote, people can. You can. Please vote Green at that 

election. 

 

AM: Alright. Very, very quickly. We’ve seen lots of stories today 

about flooding across the north of England and the midlands and 

so on. People saying, ‘this has never happened to us before.’ Is 

this the new normal, quickly? 

CL: I very much fear it will be the new normal if we don’t take 

action very, very soon. It’s all very well for Boris to turn up with 

his mop, but the bottom line is there is an emergency, it’s a 

climate emergency. This is a climate election. If you have ever 

considered voting Green, this is the election to do it. 

 

AM: Caroline Lucas, thanks very much indeed for talking to us. 

(ends) 

 

 

 


