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AM: During the first lockdown the BBC helped in trying to educate 

children stuck at home with online learning. This time round it’s 

ditched familiar programmes on BBC2 including quizzes in order to 

teach on live TV. The question is why, what is wrong with the 

daily quiz programmes? To explain I spoke to the physicist and 

one of the faces of science on the BBC, Professor Brian Cox. 

BC: One of the big problems with home schooling that were 

identified in the first lockdown is that many of the children who 

particularly need it don’t have access to laptops or iPads or good 

broadband. And so I think it made absolute sense to take a 

channel like BBC1 and CBBC that everybody can access without 

that technology and make these educational programmes 

available on those channels as well.  

 

AM: It’s fairly clear isn’t it, that this pandemic will exacerbate 

problems of equality of opportunity. What are your thoughts about 

that going forward for possibly a generation to come? 

BC: Well, I agree. I mean, I spent my life – although people see 

me on television most of my life has been in the education sector, 

in universities. I firmly believe that one of the key levers to access 

inequality is it’s about equality of opportunity. If the pandemic has 

shone a light on inequality in education and access to education, 

then it means that when the dust settles and we move on and the 

vaccines have worked and the virus is under control perhaps then 

it will stimulate a deeper conversation about how we do make 

sure that every child has had the best possible education. 
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AM: Do you think that the experience of the pandemic is going to 

drive more people, as it were, away from the humanities and 

towards science, stem subjects? 

BC: It’s unprecedented. You’re going from discovering the virus 

just over 12 months ago, sequencing its genome, understanding 

it, building not one but four, five, six, eight vaccines at least that 

are effective. That build, the reason we could do that is not 

because we threw money at the problem in late 2019/early 2020, 

although it is partly that. But it’s to do with the fact that we had 

that capacity. So we had a series of experts, PhD students, 

postgrads, post-docs, all the way through to Professors, who had 

been funded for many, many years – we had a knowledge base. 

Now, much of that knowledge base was built not to specifically 

address the problems caused by a pandemic, but just because 

there’s a science base there. And I think that that may be a lesson 

that we learn. 

 

AM: When we spoke before I vividly remember you talking about 

home schooling your son. There’s lots of people watching this who 

are probably tearing their hair out wondering how they’re going to 

successfully home school their kids over this next couple of 

months to come. What’s your advice for them? Have you learnt 

anything from the process that you can share with people? 

BC: If possible you can make sure for your child – it needs to be 

as entertaining, the joy, the joy of education, the joy of acquiring 

knowledge is very important. So I think sometimes, you know, 

children are like us, we all know how difficult it’s been, we all 

know that sometimes we can’t concentrate from 10 o’clock till 11 

o’clock. These are very strange circumstances. And for me what 

I’ve found is recognising that and not saying, right, you have to do 

it now. The point is we’ve got a day here and at some point I 

would like to have acquired some knowledge. 

 

AM: There may not be an awful lot of joy when you’ve got three 

kids around the table and you’re trying to teach them maths, 
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science and English all at the same time, all in the same day. It’s 

really tough for parents. 

BC: Oh it is. Because I think we discussed last time, I think what 

most parents, me included, will be discovering is that teaching at 

these different levels – so your six year olds, eight year olds, 

twelve year olds, fourteen year olds, that is a skill. It is a 

profession and you cannot expect – maybe this is the piece of 

advice I’ve noticed – you can’t expect to be as – anywhere near as 

good as a professional teacher.  

 

AM: A sensible and chastening thought to end on. Professor Brian 

Cox, thanks very much indeed for joining us. 

(ends) 

 


