
 

 

 

 
 
 

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL – Response to BBC Scotland’s 
news website survey 
 
1. What is your total budget for the current financial year, 2010-11? 

What do you anticipate for the following two years? What would this 
mean in real terms?  

 
• North Ayrshire Council’ s General Services Revenue Budget for 2010/11 is 

£345 million 
 
• Like all local authorities across the UK, the Council awaits the outcome of 

the UK Government’s Comprehensive Spending Review. The Scottish 
Government will only learn its budget and in turn determine its funding to 
local authorities after that review.  

 
• We have based our figures on an anticipated reduction in Government 

support of 12 – 18% over the next three years. Our expectations are that 
there could be a further reduction following the Comprehensive Spending 
Review and recent budget announcement. Our budget estimates also 
assume that COSLA will continue to support a freeze in Council Tax. 

 
•  At this stage, therefore,  we can only estimate the budget for the following 

two years as: 
 

2011/12 - circa £338m 
2012/13 – circa £330m 

 
• This equates to an estimated reduction of £15m per annum in real terms – 

and takes into account unavoidable pressures including a growing elderly 
population and inflationary pressures 

 

2. Have you closed any schools - or do you currently propose to do so? 
If yes, please give details. Was money a factor?  

  PRESS RESPONSE 



 
• No, we have not. We are currently in early consultation with Parent 

Councils and staff with a view to submitting proposals for a school 
rationalisation programme examining four schools within the Irvine area. 

3. Have you closed any libraries, museums or sports centres - or do 
you currently propose to do so? If yes, please give details.  

 
• No, we have not. We are carrying out a review of sport, leisure and 

recreation facilities in order to ensure best value.  The results of this review 
are expected in late 2010. 

4. Have you cut the opening hours of any significant council run facility 
on economic grounds - or do you currently propose to do so? If yes, 
please give details.  

• No, we have not. We are carrying out a review of sport, leisure and 
recreation facilities in order to ensure best value.  The results of this review 
are expected in late 2010. 

5. Have you increased the charges for any council run service by more 
than inflation -  or do you currently propose to do so? If yes, please 
give details.  

 

• Proposals to increase the charges for Out of School Care are currently 
being considered by the Council. If approved, charges for this service will 
be increased by 50% from next year. 

• The Council is currently working with the private and voluntary sector to 
enable a transfer of Out of School Care provision to those sectors. 

• North Ayrshire Council is one of only three local authorities in Scotland 
who directly provide out of school care. The Council currently runs 10 out 
of school care centres across the area at a cost of £921,000 per annum. 

 

 

6.  Do you anticipate introducing charges for services that are currently 
free at the point of use?  

 

• Charges will be introduced in August 2010 for individual school music 
lessons over and above those provided as part of the curriculum. Tuition 
will continue to be free for all S3-S6 pupils learning to play an instrument 
as part of an SQA course and for all pupils in receipt of free school meals. 

• A new charging scheme will be introduced in April 2011 for those in receipt 
of certain social care and housing support services. Prior to the 
introduction of charges, all users of the relevant services will be offered a 



free financial assessment by the Council’s Money Matters team in order to 
ensure they are receiving all the benefits to which they are entitled. 

 
• The financial assessment will also establish how much service users can 

afford to pay towards the costs of services they receive. The proposals 
guarantee that anyone with income below set thresholds will be exempt 
from charges. 

 
• Certain benefits such as Attendance Allowance, Disability Living 

Allowance Care Component and Severe Disability Premium are paid to 
people in need of care and attention. These are expressly intended to 
meet the cost of that care and will therefore be taken into account when 
assessing ability to pay. 

 

7. Do you anticipate cutting either the roads maintenance budget or the 
winter maintenance budget?  

• The 2010/11 budgets for both road maintenance and winter maintenance 
are already allocated. The budgets for 2011/12 will be discussed later in 
the year and will reflect any reductions and efficiencies that require to be 
achieved across the council. 

8.  Do you anticipate reductions to street cleaning or bin collections?  

• There are no planned reductions. However, an efficiency review is 
underway which is due to report back before the end of 2010. 

9.  Are you considering turning off streetlights in the middle of the night 
to save energy or money?  

• We are not considering turning off street lights during the night.  

 
10.  Are you considering cutting or reducing staff pay incrementals? 
 
• The Council is currently conducting a review of staff terms to assess future 

working arrangements. Chief Officers have agreed to forego a 2.5% pay 
increase for 2010/11 and receive instead whatever increase is agreed 
nationally for administration, profession, technical and clerical staff. 

 
 
 


