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AM: I spoke earlier this morning to Professor Andrew Pollard, who 

is director of the Oxford Vaccine Institute which brought us the 

AstraZeneca jab, and I began by asking him is it safe for people to 

hug their friends and family on 17th May? 

AP: Well, I think we’ve seen an absolutely extraordinary success of 

both the vaccine programme and also the suppression of cases as 

a result of this very prolonged lockdown we’ve had. And so I think 

it is time to start, based on the very careful modelling that’s been 

done, to start relaxing some of those restrictions. And I think that 

means that we’re in a very fortunate position here in the UK.  

 

AM: We see at the moment a lot of talk about a major booster 

programme in the autumn, against new variants and much else 

here. But around the rest of the world we are seeing something 

like a human catastrophe, for instance, in India. So it’s a question 

of what is more important, boosters for us in the autumn or 

vaccinating the so far unvaccinated world? 

AP: Well, you’re absolutely right. We are facing an absolute 

calamity. Today around 30,000 people will die in the world from 

covid. That’s from the Institute for Health Metrics in Seattle. And 

those numbers are increasing, and we’ll have a peak index in this 

current global wave towards the end of this month and we’ll be 

just shy of a million deaths this month. So the question isn’t really 

about boosters in the autumn, it’s about what we can do today so 

that we’re not standing by while this happens. Because history 

won’t look kindly on us if a million people die this month and we 

haven’t acted. Countries that have now vaccinated the vast 

majority of the vulnerable need to be rethinking priorities. We are 
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in a very joined up global community and just can’t stand by and 

seeing that level of catastrophe happen. 

 

AM: So to put it very briefly and brusquely, the unvaccinated 

world first, boosters second. 

AP: Well, I think it’s a slightly nuanced issue. We’re not talking 

about boosters today because the boosters are something which 

we have to make decisions on when we have more evidence 

about the need for them. But the point today is the doses that are 

available today need to be focused from a global health 

perspective on those who are going to die this month. And that’s 

absolutely critical, we can’t allow this to happen and stand by with 

that huge rate that we’re seeing at the moment globally. 

 

AM: On Friday the JCVI said that people under 40 shouldn’t be 

given the AstraZeneca vaccine if there was another one available. 

Do you support that decision? 

AP: Well, I think it really speaks to the extraordinary position we’re 

in here in the UK, where we are so well protected against covid 

that we have the luxury of making decisions to absolutely 

minimise any risks through the vaccine programme. But the key 

point is that in most countries of the world there is little choice or 

no choice of vaccine, and that’s what we have to focus on today, 

is how do we get those doses to those countries. There are, with 

our vaccine, now about 165 countries where the vaccine has been 

distributed. Of the global production, about a third of it is coming 

from AstraZeneca, and that is because of the extraordinary efforts 

there have been to put in place a global manufacturing network 

that allows doses to be made at over 20 manufacturing sites. 

 

AM: Can I ask about people under 40 who’ve already had the first 

AstraZeneca jab and may be reluctant to have a second 

AstraZeneca jab, will they get a different jab for the second dose? 

AP: Well, the current JCVI advice is that there is not a signal for 

this really rare clotting problem with second doses and that people 
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should continue to have their second doses. So you know, I think 

that’s very reassuring information that came out on Friday from 

the JCVI and the HMI who’ve been reviewing safety. 

 

AM: With all the data now looking so positive and the vaccine 

inoculation programme working so well, do you think we can look 

forward to a time where there’ll be no distancing and no more 

masks? 

AP: I think that there is a future with no social distancing and no 

more masks, but from a global perspective we’re still a long way 

from that. So yes, here in the UK we have had remarkable success 

through the vaccine programme and so that is getting closer to 

happening. But from a global perspective there’s such a long way 

to go.  

 

AM: Professor Pollard, this week the Biden administration in 

Washington backed the WHO calling for a temporary suspension 

of patents for the vaccines. Now, clearly the companies are not 

happy about this because that cuts profits. What’s your view? 

AP: Well, I think it’s an absolutely laudable concept to have a 

waiver over the intellectual property rights to allow greater use of 

the vaccines around the world. There clearly is already a political 

debate about this and there will be commercial interests at stake. 

But the critical point here is that that discussion has to happen, 

but the impact of it, if it were to come forward in the next weeks 

or months to actually be real, then means that there’s a huge 

heavy lifting to do with manufacturing facilities that currently 

available - and there aren’t that many of them around the world - 

to transfer the technology, get supplies in, and it’ll take the rest of 

this year before we start seeing large amounts of production. So 

here at Oxford University we took a slightly different approach, 

which was to find a partner in AstraZeneca who were prepared, 

not for profit, to make a distributed manufacturing network with 

over 20 manufacturing sites, and they’ve spent the last year with 

this incredibly complex process of transferring the technology of 
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how to make these biological products, and they’re still working 

with each of those sites at the moment and achieving that. That’s 

why the vaccine is in over 160 countries, because of this 

enormous effort. 

 

AM: Andrew Pollard, thank you so much for joining us. 

(ends) 

 


