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AM: Rosena Allin-Khan, a former doctor and aid worker, entered 

parliament in 2016 and served as a shadow minister under Jeremy 

Corbyn. She’s standing to be the party’s deputy leader. She’s just 

heard that she’s got enough support to make it onto the ballot, 

and she’s with me now. Congratulations on that Rosena. 

RA: Thank you very much. I’m absolutely thrilled, and I found out 

yesterday while I was talking in a hustings with my team. They 

had to let me know when I came off stage. It’s great. 

 

AM: That’s very good. But without being mingy about it you are 

still running last in the field, and you wanted to be the voice of 

ordinary party members. So what’s gone wrong? 

RA: Well, nothing’s gone wrong. I am the least well-known of all 

the candidates on the slate. But in fact you may have seen a poll 

that came out this week that said actually according to voters I 

would be their first choice for deputy leader. But look, this is not 

an easy thing and I was told by some MPs that I shouldn’t put 

myself forward because I’d never make it. I should withdraw for 

the sake of my own mental health. But actually I’ve got the 

support from MPs, I’ve got the support from CLPs, I’m on the 

ballot and actually if one young girl who turns on the TV who is 

always made to feel as though she’ll never amount of anything 

watches this and says, ‘if she can do it, I can do it too,’ then my 

job is done. I’m a winner. 

 

AM: You’ve said also that you’re going to go around the country 

and talk to people who used to vote Labour but didn’t this time 

round to find out what the message was. If the message is we 

didn’t like your policies, are you brave enough to tell the Labour 

Party that? 
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RA: Well, actually I’ve already been going up and down the 

country. Before I even threw my hat in the ring I went to visit 

colleagues who lost their jobs, people who should be on our green 

benches now fighting for their communities, and I had these 

conversations. I think ultimately people liked what was in our 

manifesto. They liked that we wanted to end food bank use, they 

liked that we wanted to stand up for our NHS. But people didn’t 

trust us to deliver on that, and that was the problem. 

 

AM: Now, you are well known to be an NHS doctor who continues 

to practice. I think you were doing shifts over Christmas and the 

new year. 

RA: That’s correct.  

AM: And of all the policies that you seem most enthusiastic about, 

a big change in social care seems to be right at the top of the list. 

And that’s for a personal reason, I think, to do with your father. 

RA: Well, it’s personal and professional. So yes, I have experience 

of being a daughter finding her father bloodied and bruised and 

unconscious in the very place that was meant to protect him. And 

never being able to get the answers as to what’s happened. But 

also, when I do shifts in the A&E, when I do weekends and night 

shifts, I see families who are coming in who share the same 

experiences. What I am calling for is a fully funded, fully 

integrated social and NHS system. However, we do need to look at 

how we protect our most vulnerable older people. And I’m saying 

that we should have mandatory CCTV with an opt-out clause. We 

should have older people’s advocates. And we should have a truly 

independent reporting system for people who do fear that their 

loved ones may be in danger. 

 

AM: Now, this is one of the areas where Boris Johnson has said, 

do you know what, I want a cross-party consensus. Now, it’s very 

unpopular in parts of the Labour Party, but if Boris Johnson, if the 

government come to you and say, ‘okay, here are our proposals,’ 

do you engage with that? Do you try and get parts of the reform 
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at least that you want and work with the Conservatives to change 

the social care system? 

RA: Of course. We have to do what is in the best interests of the 

most vulnerable in our society. But the Tories, they promised a lot 

in the last general election. There’s still no sign of a social care 

Green Paper. I in fact asked Matt Hancock about this the other 

day. But at the end of the day we need to do what’s right for our 

communities, we need to do what’s right for our NHS. Personally I 

don’t trust the Tories with it, but if working together means that 

we effect the change that needs to be delivered, then of course I 

would. 

 

AM: Sure. Now, there’s an awful lot of people in the Labour Party 

who say it was really – there were too many policies. There are 

other people who say we didn’t sell them very much. Other people 

say it was the media getting in the way. Are you bold enough to 

say to the Labour Party, ‘do you know what, I’ve looked at this 

and we have to change our policy position?’ You got an 80 seat 

Tory majority. It was a catastrophic election for the Labour Party, 

and yet there doesn’t seem to be an overwhelming sense of that. 

Everybody’s wandering around with smiles on their faces as if it’s 

business as usual. 

RA: We lost 98 per cent of the vote share across the country. We 

suffered a catastrophic defeat. We have lost the last four 

elections. But fundamentally I believe that our manifesto had 

some good policies in it. People wanted to renationalise the 

railway. People wanted us to protect our NHS. 

AM: If they wanted them that much, they’d have voted Labour. 

RA: Well, I really believe that people didn’t trust us to deliver. 

They didn’t trust us to govern. And we had issues that were quite 

frankly not dealt with properly. I mean, one of those being 

antisemitism, which is why as deputy leader I’ve come up with my 

own five pledges of how we would deal with something like 

antisemitism. No longer, Andrew, can we knock on a door and 
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have someone slam it in our face because they believe we are a 

racist party. 

 

AM: You’ve been an international aid worker. Do you agree with 

Richard Burgon that no Labour government in the future should 

go to war until it has balloted Labour members? 

RA: No, I don’t agree. We made some unforgiveable mistakes and 

I personally marched against going to war in Iraq. But having 

been on the frontline, still being a humanitarian aid doctor, there 

are people whose lives depend on split-second decisions taken as 

a result of access to highly intelligent information that is not for 

public dissemination. It is not appropriate for people to have to 

wait for there to be a members’ ballot. However, I do believe that 

there is an important role for members to play in moving our party 

forward, which is why, as part of my grassroots revival plan, I’ve 

talked about how we further engage our members – and our 

councillors who have incredible leadership – on the grassroots. 

 

AM: Now, you’ve talked about your personal story and the fact 

that you went to Cambridge University relatively late and qualified 

as a doctor. And you have said that was partly due to the policies 

of the last Labour government, which benefited you. So I wonder 

how you feel when you hear Labour colleagues getting up in the 

House of Commons and talking about 40 years of Thatcherism, as 

if Tony Blair was just part of the Thatcher period. How does it 

make you feel? 

RA: Andrew, the Labour Party changed my life. It took a girl from 

Tooting out of poverty and into medical school, despite having 

failed her A Levels and growing up cold and hungry, with a mum 

that had to work three jobs to put food on the table. The last 

Labour government pulled 800,000 children out of poverty and the 

Tories have put a million back in poverty. 

 

AM: Given that, isn’t it time for people in the Labour Party to stop 

kicking Tony Blair? 
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RA: We have to unite. I am the unity candidate. We have to say 

it’s not about navel gazing, reflecting on the past, it’s about 

moving forward. And I am the candidate to take Labour forward. 

 

AM: Rosena Allin-Khan, thanks very much indeed for talking to us. 

(ends) 

 


