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AM: The Justice Secretary Robert Buckland is here. Welcome Mr 

Buckland. Let me ask you about corona virus. We’ve had a lot of 

talk of the government’s special preparations for Brexit, are there 

special preparations being made now because of what we may be 

facing? 

RB: Well, it’s good to know that of course the NHS is always 

preparing itself for emergencies or situations of extreme pressure, 

and this is no exception. The planning that goes on year in year 

out will be put into good operation and is indeed being put into 

good operation at the moment. So I think we can confidently say 

that we are ready. This is of course a particularly widespread and 

dangerous outbreak, and we’re being extremely vigilant and taking 

action working closely with the Chinese authorities.  

 

AM: Let me ask you about the change in the law. I was citing 

these dreadful cases in London. How quickly do you need the law 

to be changed? When is the deadline? 

RB: Well, it would be tempting of me to talk about individual 

cases. But I’ll put it simply: we need the change in the law to 

happen this month. I want to make sure that we can get the Bill 

that is going to be introduced into the Commons next week 

through both Houses so that we can get it onto the statute book 

later this month.  

 

AM: You know people will be coming out this month, next month 

in that case. 

RB: Yes, we have a list, and therefore I want to make that we can 

move as quickly as possible. 

 

AM: It’s about 50 people you’re worried out? 
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RB: It’s about 50 people who are subject to the automatic release 

provisions, yes. 

 

AM: Now, it goes without saying, given what‘s happened, that 

deradicalization programmes in our prisons are not working. 

RB: I think that’s unfair.  

AM: Not for these cases. 

RB: Well, I accept one atrocity is one too many. But there is work 

that’s been going on for some years now, joint work involving my 

department, the Home Office, the security services and the police  

working in our prisons and working outside to prevent, to deter 

and to keep our streets as safe as possible. I can only guarantee 

minimising risk. The elimination of risk is something that I’m afraid 

is sadly not possible. 

 

AM: Well, in terms of minimising risk, what about bringing 

indeterminate sentences back? That is where people who are 

known to be dangerous and thought to be dangerous are kept in 

prison until they are thought to be safe. 

RB: Well, indeterminate sentences, as you know, Andrew, were 

introduced some years ago and were repealed about eight years 

ago. And as somebody who practised in the law and dealt with 

them –  

AM: (inaudible) 

RB: I don’t think so, because I think the test that was applied, the 

legal test, was frankly a rather crude test. It was a very subjective 

one. It has resulted – indeed many MPs raised these cases with 

me directly and on the floor of the House – it has resulted in some 

injustices. And therefore, we mustn’t repeat the mistakes of the 

past. But I accept there is – 

AM: Do you feel that control orders are similarly mistakes of the 

past? Because again there seemed to be an obvious sort of logic 

behind that. Let somebody out and then observe them really, 

really closely.  
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RB: Well, if you remember, control orders were not predicated 

upon conviction. They were, in effect, measures that didn’t rely 

upon the prosecutorial process. Hence the fact that they were so 

controversial and they were mired down in complex litigation. I 

want to see whether we can move on from the mistakes of the 

past. I take your point, that there is a need to monitor dangerous 

people in our community, but we have to find a better, more 

sophisticated way in which we do that. 

 

AM: Now, of course all of this is predicated on people being in 

prison becoming less dangerous rather than more dangerous. But 

there are really worrying signs in prison. The former Chief 

Inspector, Nasir Afzal, has said that ‘de-radicalisation programmes 

at the moment are under-funded and poorly executed.’  

RB: Well, all the evidence that I see is actually pointing to 

increasing resources and a real sense of partnership working to 

improve the way in which we deal with this problem. The thing is 

it’s always changing, Andrew. You know, it’s not just about 

Islamism. We have far right extremism. This particular 

phenomenon does tend to move very quickly, and therefore we 

need to be fleet of foot. 

 

AM: There are lots of problems but every time you talk to a prison 

governor or you hear somebody who knows about the system, 

they express real alarm about what’s going on. Maybe famously, 

Ian Acheson, who did a review for the government in 2016 about 

deradicalization in prisons, and he said: ‘what we’ve found’ – he’s 

talking about 2016 – ‘what we found was so shockingly bad that I 

had to agree to the language in the report being toned down. 

There were serious deficiencies in almost every aspect of the 

management of terrorist offences throughout the prison system 

and it was a shambles. The most striking thing was the matter of 

fact way that prison officers described the hazards of being in 

close proximity to unrepentant killers. Their biggest fear was of 

being taken hostage and murdered, probably by beheading, in a 
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filmed act of terrorism.’ He says, ‘I’m in the dark about what 

happened to my 69 recommendations.’ He is a very disturbed and 

very angry man who is - disturbed in the proper sense, he’s 

disturbed with what’s happening – a very angry man who knows 

the system from the inside out and he feels your government is 

not taking seriously what’s going on in the prisons. 

RB: Well, I respect the work that Ian did, and indeed have 

engaged directly with him because he had an important part to 

play in bringing forward recommendations. What happened was 

that the recommendations were consolidated into eleven different 

recommendations, of which we accepted eight. And it’s right to 

say that since that time things have moved on in a much more 

positive direction. I’m not complacent. I think it is very important 

that we constantly ask ourselves the question can we do better? 

Which is why I’ve ordered a review into the multi-agency public 

protection framework, and I’ve also asked my permanent 

secretary again to look at the Acheson recommendations to make 

sure that we are doing everything possible to minimise the risk, 

not just to the public but to the prison staff who work day by day 

with these prisoners. 

 

AM: Because this is all in the context of deep cuts to the prison 

system which have had a really serious effect. Two thousand or so 

fewer prison officers since the Conservatives came into power. 

And that has presumably resulted in an increase in prisoner 

assaults on staff of nearly 300 per cent. A huge rise. And an 

enormous rise in assaults of one prisoner on other prisoners. So in 

other words, something is seriously going wrong in the prisons 

and it appears to be connected to the deep cuts that your 

government has made.  

RB: Well, we did hit a low point some years ago with regard to the 

numbers of prison officers, but since 2016 those numbers have 

continued to rise. We have recruited up to five thousand more 

prison officers. Training is very important, and experience is 

important, and I accept we have young prison officers who are 
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learning. But do you know, they’re bringing a fresh insight into 

jailcraft and really making a difference and the way in which we 

no manage prisoners is a lot more sophisticated. Yes, I accept, 

Andrew, there is a long way to do.  

 

AM: The Chief Inspector of Prisons, the current one, Peter Clarke 

said in his annual report: “The recent history of too many prisons 

in England Wales has been deeply troubling. Far too many of our 

jails have been plagued by drugs, violence, appalling living 

conditions and a lack of access to meaningful rehabilitative 

activity. Levels of self harm were disturbingly high, and self 

inflicted deaths, in other words suicides, tragically increased by 

nearly a 5th on the previous year.” That is a picture of chaos. A 

disaster in the prison system.  

RB: Well, I think chaos is, with respect, very strong and I think 

that actually –  

AM: It is strong, but is it not accurate? 

RB: No, I think that actually it denigrates from the huge work that 

is going on and the successful work that goes on in the system. 

And I was just about to develop the point. With the regard to 

drugs and security we’re investing £100 million in airport style 

security mechanisms in our prisons, which is the most vulnerable 

to this type of contraband. We’re also investing over £2 billion in 

the new prison building system, which is not just about building 

more spaces, but actually a better environment and a  more 

constructive environment where we can do purposeful activity. 

 

AM: I’m certainly not wanting to put down the work of prison 

staffs who have seen attacks on them increase by 300% in the 

last few years. They’ve had a terrible time. But in terms of your 

position, presumably you have to go into this budget round, you 

have to come out of it with a really serious increase in the budget 

for prisons.  
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RB: Well I’ve already secured a 5% increase for my department  

in the year coming and obviously I will be arguing very strongly in 

the forthcoming Spending Review to make sure that our Prison 

and Probation Service is properly and fully resourced. It’ been a 

passion of mine, it’s been my work for nearly 30 years, Andrew, 

and therefore I want to take forward my professional experience 

and make  something lasting  and positive for the service that I 

am responsible for. 

 

AM: Well let me ask you about one other thing which  you’re 

responsible for. Not the Windrush scandal but the consequences 

of that. When that emerged two years ago Theresa May 

apologised and she said that the people involved were just  as 

British as I am or you are.  Do you agree with that? 

RB: I do. 

AM: So why is that government is deporting 50 young people, 

some of whom may well be part of the Windrush generation 

families? 

RB: Because it’s part of the programme  of the deportation of 

national – foreign national offenders. People who’ve committed 

criminal offences, and  at the time of –  

AM: They are offenders, I agree with that, but they came here as  

children many of these people and they thought they were British 

and we are now treating them as Jamaican.  

RB: But we have always said that there’s a distinction to be drawn 

between people who have been – made their lives here, who have 

been part of our community, who are making that incredible 

contribution to British life, and people who commit offences. And I 

think it’s right to say that when it comes to the number of foreign 

national offenders in the prisons that I’m responsible for we have 

not just a choice, but a duty to make sure that  we have a prison 

system that has the capacity to deal with offenders here  and the  

removal of foreign national offenders is something that I think the 

public support.   
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AM: They may support it but these people are British and British 

people don’t tend to be deported if they’ve committed offences.  

One case is a chap who calls himself Peter who left Jamaica as a 

small child nearly 20 years ago, came to settle in Britain, lived 

here all that time and he’s now got six British children. Why should 

somebody like him be treated as Jamaican rather than British?  

RB: Well, as I’ve said, I think we have to draw distinction between 

people who’ve committed criminal offences and those who 

haven’t. That is a reasonable approach to take and that’s why 

we’re doing what we’re doing. 

 

AM: You’re about to publish a Lessons Learned Review into the 

Windrush scandal which apparently suggests treating people who 

came here  as small children as British citizens. Should you not 

stop  these deportations until that review is published? 

RB:  I think that what we are doing is proportionate and 

measured. It is in line with our need and our stated policy to deal 

officially with foreign national offenders and that means foreign 

national offenders of various nationalities. It’s not about 

discriminating  against a particular group. This is about dealing 

with the entire  cohort. 

 

AM: And when David Lammy, the Labour MP says, this is 

institutional racism what do you say to him? 

RB: Well with the greatest of respect I think that is unfair. What 

we are looking at is a cohort of foreign national offenders, 

whatever their ethnicity and background. We have to take action. 

The British public would expect no less. 

 

Ends  

 

 


