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AM: A lot of your strategy has been based upon this idea that if 

there is a hung parliament and if Jeremy Corbyn forms the next 

government, then the SNP has leverage. You can get that 

independence referendum that you want. Can I put it to you, 

that’s just not the case. John McDonnell, who’ll be sitting there 

shortly and Jeremy Corbyn have both said that we’re not going to 

a deal, we’re not going to have an agreement, we are going to 

have a minority government and they’re going to dare you to vote 

them down. 

NS: Well look, I lead a minority government so I probably know 

more than most politicians in the UK what it takes. You can’t do 

anything in a minority government unless you have the support of 

another party. I don’t believe Labour if against of all of the odds 

and what the opinion polls are suggesting get into a position 

where they can govern and implement their manifesto. They 

would turn their backs on that. But can I just say my key priority 

in this election, because I think it’s in Scotland’s interest and the 

UK’s interest is to try to stop Boris Johnson getting a majority on 

Thursday. Every Tory held seat in Scotland has the SNP as the 

main challenger and my appeal to people is to make sure we’re 

not waking up on Friday with the prospect of five years of Boris 

Johnson because I think it would do real damage. 

 

AM: We’ll come onto that later, but just coming to the possibility 

of a Labour government being formed after this election 

campaign, John McDonnell could not have been clearer. Here’s 

what he said: ‘We will implement our manifesto. No negotiation, 

no deal, no coalitions. Let’s see if the SNP vote against the 

proposals we brought back for ending austerity.’ You wouldn’t 
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dare do it. You wouldn’t vote down a Labour government and risk 

having the Conservatives back. 

NS: I won’t have the SNP vote for a Conservative Queen’s Speech 

or a Conservative budget. We will offer our support to a minority 

Labour government with certain conditions attached to that and I 

guess my sort of view here would be to think about that prospect 

and imagine on Friday Jeremy Corbyn, John McDonnell are in the 

position of being able to form a government. I don’t think they’re 

going to turn their backs on that, and if they do – I think they’ve 

got some big explaining to do. 

 

AM: They don’t think you would dare vote them down and risk the 

Tories coming back and therefore they can call your bluff. What’s 

your message to John McDonnell? 

NS: Well I am setting out very clearly and my message would be 

listen carefully. I’ll never do anything that put Boris Johnson into 

Downing Street –  

AM: So he doesn’t need to worry? 

NS: - well, but Labour in order to get a Queen’s Speech and a 

budget through if they’re in a minority position, need the support 

of another party. And if Scotland votes for the SNP in a hung 

parliament giving Scotland enormous leverage then I will exercise 

that firstly in line with Scotland’s interests, but also you know 

we’re talking here about an independence referendum I want to 

make sure there’s a real end to austerity and an end to the 

welfare cuts that have caused so much misery. We’ll put forward 

progressive policies that I think are good for people across the UK. 

 

AM: I think the Labour Party strategy here is quite clear. Keep the 

SNP at arm’s length for the time being, meanwhile implement 

large increases in public spending and over the next couple of 

years Scottish voters scratch their heads, they look up and say 

actually we’re getting the increases in public spending we wanted 

and  bit by bit support for independence goes trickling down. 
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NS: I think that is perhaps repeating the mistakes that Labour 

have made in Scotland over the past decade or more which is to 

treat Scottish voters as if they don’t really understand politics. I 

think many people in Scotland are tired of a situation where in a 

Westminster election we simply have to hope for the least worst 

option, rather than being certain that we can get the governments 

we vote for now. I say again and you know if the SNP holds the 

balance of power this time next week we will exercise that 

responsibility responsibly and constructively and in a way that’s in 

the interest of Scotland obviously, but the rest of the UK. But I 

would say again, I lead a minority government in Scotland – 

AM: I understand that. 

MS: - and I think Labour perhaps are not fully understanding what 

they would need to do in order to get their policies implemented 

which I’m sure they will want to do. 

 

AM: They know you won’t vote for the Conservatives therefore 

they know they don’t have to worry about you too much. 

NS: But they also have to get – we won’t put the Conservatives 

into government but Labour would then have to get support to get 

their policies through. I would be offering that support and I think 

it would be strange –  

AM: You’re saying if you don’t get your referendum it’s complete 

stasis and paralysis in Westminster forever? 

NS: It’s not just about that. I’ve just set out a range of policies 

that we would want to progress. I’m not asking Labour to support 

Scottish independence, I’m not even asking them to support the 

idea there should be another independence referendum. I’m 

making the reasonable request that they respect a principle, which 

is that if there is a referendum and the timing of that referendum 

should not be matters for Westminster to determine, they should 

be matters for the Scottish people and parliament to determine. 
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AM: Well let’s talk a little bit about an independent Scotland. On 

the current figures you’d start off with a 6% in the red deficit 

problem. That’s quite substantial. 

NS: Indeed, and I should say first of all that deficit is a feature of 

how we’re governed right now, which is by Westminster. It’s not a 

reflection of life in an independent Scotland. 

AM: But it’s also a reflection of the strength of the Scottish 

economy and the reason I’m asking about it is the Institute for 

Fiscal Studies – and you know what I’m going to say - their report 

on an independent Scotland. Let me read it out. ‘Pursuing the type 

of policies suggested in the SNP manifesto in an independent 

Scotland would mean either cuts would have to be even bigger or 

taxes would have to be increased.’ And they say, ‘in the short 

term at least independence would likely necessitate more, not less 

austerity.’ 

NS: I do have a great deal of respect for the IFS. I think on that in 

particular what they are missing here is actually one of the key 

objectives and points of independence in an economic sense. It’s 

about getting your economy growing faster so that Scotland would 

be able to emulate the economic performance of similarly sized 

countries that actually don’t have the assets we’ve got. But on the 

deficit –  

AM: So let’s look at that. 

MS:  - let me complete the point on the deficit, because Scotland’s 

deficit is reducing. We did a piece of work as the SNP that 

projected what the deficit might be in 2021. The deficit now is 

already lower than that projection because our onshore revenues 

have been rising. Actually in the most recent year Scotland’s 

onshore revenues increased at a faster rate than the rest of the 

UK’s. Our economy is strong. What holds us back right now is not 

having all the levers of independence that other countries take for 

granted. 

 

AM: Well you say that but a lot of this is about exporting. That’s 

where a country earns its place in the world. 
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NS: Absolutely. 

AM: And you’ve been very, very critical of Brexit because 18% of 

Scottish exports go to the EU and problems have been caused by 

that and Scotland didn’t vote for that. I understand that. 

NS: Well, on exports ‘cause it’s an important point. We had some 

statistics out in Scotland just this week on exports. Scottish 

exports are growing faster than the rest of the UK’s. Our exports 

to Europe are growing faster. Now if you look at the position –  

AM: I’m sorry. Here is the question. 18% go to the EU, you’re very 

cross about Brexit. But 60% go to England and Wales. 

NS: And I don’t want to change that. 

AM: And an independent Scotland, particularly if you’re part of the 

EU, there’s going to have to be some kind of border between 

Scotland inside the EU, if that’s what happens, and England Wales 

outside. It’s inevitable. It’s a 95 mile border between the Solway 

Firth and –  

NS: Can I just answer that question directly, ‘cause it is a really 

important question and I have resolved to be absolutely frank with 

people. Independence, my proposition is not what necessitates 

borders. That is Brexit. Now right now sitting here right now we 

don’t yet know what the final relationship between the UK and the 

EU will be. I want it to be as close as possible; I still hope the UK 

can stay in the EU. When we know what that final relationship will 

be I will consider and set out clearly if there are implications for 

Scotland and how we intend to deal with and mitigate those 

implications. 

AN: Because people should understand under your plans this is 

not the Scottish border or the English border, this is the external 

border of the EU. 

NS: It’s not under my plans, Andrew; it’s under the Brexit plans, to 

be absolutely clear about it. But let me say I want to and there’s 

no reason why Scotland would not to continue to trade with 

England and vice versa, but I don’t think Scotland should lose out 

on free trade within the single market, which is 8 times bigger 

than the UK market. And if you take the example of Ireland, when 
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Ireland was able to combine the benefits of independence with the 

benefits of EU membership, what happened is that Ireland’s 

exports base diversified, they started to export more to Europe 

and actually became a more prosperous country, so Scotland 

shouldn’t be in the invidious position of having to choose between 

the two, we should be actually aiming to have the best of both 

worlds. 

 

AM: Other times, but nonetheless, that border will be an external 

border of the EU and there is no way that you can –  

NS: You’re making assumptions about the final relationship 

between the UK and the EU. You might be right in terms of what 

you say of that relationship. 

AM: That’s what Brexit means. Brexit means leaving the EU, 

therefore there will be a border. 

NS: But we don’t know the outcome of the General Election yet. 

We don’t know whether the UK is definitely leaving the EU. If it is 

we don’t know what the future relationship is going to be. Now I 

will continue to argue for that to be as close as it possibly can be 

and I will be very clear and frank with people about any 

implications for Scotland and crucially how I and the SNP and the 

Scottish government would seek to mitigate and to deal with those 

implications so that there aren’t barriers to trade between 

Scotland and the rest of the UK. And I should be clear here, we’re 

talking about goods and services in terms of people, the common 

travel areas already accepted that will continue. 

 

AM: You’ve just come down from Aberdeenshire I think where 

you’ve been campaigning 

NS: I have indeed. 

AM: -lots of and lots of marginal constituencies up there. Have you 

been frank with the Scottish fishing community? 

NS: Yes. 

AM: That under your plans you will not be able to reform the 

Common Fisheries Policy? 
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NS: Well, no. We have been long term advocates of reform of the 

Common Fisheries Policy. In the days when the Conservatives 

were taking the UK into the Common Fisheries Policy,  

AM: We’re talking about ten years ago. 

NS:- treating fishing as expendable in the wider interests of the 

UK. The SNP’s been arguing for reform of the Common Fisheries 

Policy. But what we’ve always been frank also been frank with the 

fishing community about which the Tories haven’t, is that yes, 

more control over Scottish waters is important, but so too is being 

able to process our fish. Our fish processors relay on –  

AM: I agree with all of that, I understand that. 

NS: - a lot of migrant labour and also being able to sell our fish 

into markets. And Brexit compromises all of that. 

 

AM: Let’s come back to the Common Fisheries Policy, however. 

Under your plans Scotland will be part of the EU. Will have one 

percent of the EU’s total population and six out of 751 MEPs. Six 

out of 751. How is Scotland going to force big countries to change 

their fishing policy? 

NS: People say how do small countries force change in the 

European Union. You only have to look at Ireland over the last 

wee while to see how a small country can command total 

solidarity and support from the European Union. Small countries 

actually have a lot of influence in Europe and the position -  

AM: It’s a big ask though, isn’t it? It’s a big ask. 

NS: Well you outlined that position and I understand why fairly 

pejoratively. But right now Scotland doesn’t have seats at the top 

table in the European Union. We have to rely on the UK 

government, which sometimes represents our interest sometimes 

doesn’t because the interests diverge between Scotland and the 

UK. So actually having a government in there fighting for 

Scotland’s interest all the time, whether that’s on fishing, on 

agriculture on anything else, it would be a major step forward for 

Scotland we’d be in the position of these other powerful influential 

small independent countries. 
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AM: According to polling in Scotland after Brexit health is one of 

the subjects that the voters are very, very interested in. You have 

a poor record on health, do you not? 

NS: Well we have challenges in health, as England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland do, but Scotland’s health service, which 

remember has been subjected to a decade of Tory austerity is 

actually performing better than the health services elsewhere in 

the UK. 

 

AM: You’re in charge of the health service in Scotland. Can I ask 

you when was the last time you hit your own A&E targets? 

NS: We haven’t hit the A&E target for quite some time. 

AM: August, 2017. 

NS: But our A&E performance is considerably ahead of England, 

Wales and Northern Ireland. So we are – we face challenges. The 

health service as –  

AM: You do. When was the last time you hit your cancer target? 

NS: We’re not hitting – we’ve hit one of the cancer targets or two 

cancer targets, 31 days and 62 days. We’ve hit one relatively 

recently, the other one not. 

AM: 2013. 

NS: But the point here Andrew, is all health services face higher 

demand. We are investing or we invest about £136 more per head 

than elsewhere in the UK. We’ve done reforms to our health 

service that other health services in the UK haven’t, integrated 

health and social care. 

AM: It’s still in a poor state. 

NS: Free personal care. Our health service for the vast majority of 

people delivers top quality services day in and day out. What is 

unique about Scotland –  

AM: There’s a new report out about child mental health –  

NS: Can I finish the point about the health service? Because 

what’s unique about Scotland is not the challenges, what’s unique 

is that we were addressing those challenges. So Audit Scotland 
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last year, this year rather, said that last year more people were 

treated within the waiting times targets than in the year before 

‘cause we’re facing up to those challenges. 

 

AM: You’ve had eight targets and you’ve only hit two of the eight. 

Let me ask you about child mental health. There’s hundreds of 

children waiting way beyond where they should. More than a year 

for mental health treatment in Scotland. Can you now apologise to 

those children and the parents of those children? 

NS: Andrew, I apologise to anybody who doesn’t get the 

treatment on the health service that we want them to get. But 

take child mental health right now. We are again investing in and 

reforming the way these services are delivered. We’re building up 

community services, so right now we’re in a process of putting 

counsellors into every secondary school in our country, we’re 

creating a new wellbeing service specifically for your people. What 

we’re trying to do is make sure that young people get access to 

preventative mental health care in the community so that fewer 

children have to rely on specialist services. Now that’s good for 

them but it also means specialist services are there for those who 

need it most. So I’m not saying these challenges don’t exist, but if 

you look at Scotland compared to other parts of the UK we’re 

getting on with the job. 

AM: Very similar actually. 

NS: Well but what I would say – 

AM: and you say you’re better. That’s the point. 

NS: What I would say I think we’re bringing greater focus, 

investment and reform to these challenges that are happening 

from governments elsewhere. The government in the UK has not 

done anything or thought of anything other than Brexit for three 

years. 

 

AM: Well I started asking you about what happens if Jeremy 

Corbyn forms the next government. Let me finish by asking you 

about Boris Johnson. If he gets an overall majority what do you do 



10 
Andrew Marr Show. Nicola Sturgeon, MSP  

 

next? 

NS: Well look, I’ll come back here next Sunday if that happens and 

talk to you about that, but I’m going to spend the next five days 

actually campaigning to stop that happening, because this is an 

election campaign and I will go back to the point I started on.   

Before the election 13 Tory held seats in Scotland. The SNP is the 

main challenger, a close challenger in every single one. Scotland 

can help ensure that we’re not waking up on Friday to five years 

of a Boris Johnson majority government.  

 

AM: I just put it finally to you in a mildly aggressive way, very, 

very mildly aggressive, that if Boris Johnson wins an overall 

majority he will not allow you to hold your referendum and there’s 

nothing you can do about it. 

NS: Well, but there is something Scotland can do about that over 

the next five days which is to make sure that on Friday it’s not 

Boris Johnson calling the shots. So my message to people across 

Scotland who don’t want that to be the case, is get out and vote 

SNP and we can in Scotland help to ensure that Boris Johnson 

does not have a majority government and is able to call the shots 

over Scotland. We can take our future into our own hands and 

escape the Brexit mess. 

 

Ends  

 


