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AM: How different will it look under President Biden? 

CC: Well, I think one of the great blessings that Joe Biden brings 

to the service that he will render as our next President is decades 

in foreign policy. He will not need to learn on the job, he has very 

well grounded views, and you will see him restore, re-engage and 

re-imagine our place in the world, our close alliances. He is 

someone who has long and deeply valued our partnership with the 

United Kingdom, with the EU, with NATO and with other nations 

that share our core values. So I think you’ll see a significant shift 

in terms of US foreign policy, in particular with regards to a closer 

embrace of our allies with whom we share core values. 

 

AM: Now, of course the UK has left the European Union and Joe 

Biden in the past was quite a fierce critic of that. What does the 

British government now have to do to convince you that it’s going 

to be a good ally? 

CC: Well, the special relationship between the United States and 

the United Kingdom has endured over decades, and I expect that 

there will be opportunities promptly for there to be some visits 

and conversations and some reconsideration of whatever 

comments may have been made about the moment of Brexit. The 

reality is that the current government in the UK shares a number 

of the biggest priorities that a new Biden/Harris administration will 

have. Principally combating climate changed, finding ways to work 

together on privacy and security issues, and promoting democracy 

in the world. We’ve got more to do together than we could 

possibly do apart, and I think those sort of enduring and tectonic 

forces will bring us together fairly quickly. 
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AM: It has been argued that by leaving the EU the UK is therefore 

a less useful ally to the United States. Is that your view? 

CC: Speaking for myself that’s not a view I share. I think the 

United Kingdom and the United States have significant and 

enduring ties and a lot of important work to do together around 

the world, in the region of the North Atlantic community as well as 

in the far-flung nations of the Commonwealth. And I think a US-

UK relationship will remain significant regardless of the departure 

of the UK from the EU. 

 

AM: I know Joe Biden has known every single British prime 

minister since Margaret Thatcher except for Boris Johnson. What’s 

the view inside the Biden team of our current prime minister? 

CC: Well, I can’t speak for the President-elect, but I’ll tell you in 

my meetings with the prime minister he’s struck me as someone 

who is more agile, engaging, educated and forward looking than 

perhaps the caricature of him in the American press would have 

suggested. His experience as Mayor of London, his embrace of 

diversity, his interest in climate change and the ways in which he’s 

managed to navigate the difficulties of politics all made him, I 

found, an engaging person to meet with and speak to, and it’s my 

hope that President-elect Biden will have a similar experience. But, 

you know, I’m speaking for myself as a Senator, not for the 

President-elect. 

 

AM: Because Donald Trump very famously called Boris Johnson 

‘Britain Trump.’ That’s not the view of the Biden team then? 

CC: No it’s not. And while there are world leaders who worked well 

with President Trump, and in some ways may have copied his 

style, I think it’s important to treat each nation and each nation’s 

leader on their own terms and not as simply a reflection or a 

parallel of our own national leadership. And that’s a mistake that 

Americans have made in the past, is to see other countries and 

other regions of the world solely through the lens of the US 

regardless of whether there was or wasn’t a close and constructive 
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working relationship between the Prime Minister and our outgoing 

President. It shouldn’t really matter; what should matter is the 

enduring interests that bind us together and the work that’s ahead 

to continue to push forward on human rights, on the rule of law, 

on open society and things that have long held us together with 

common values. 

 

AM: Before he was prime minister, Boris Johnson talked about 

Barack Obama’s intervention in the EU debate and argued that it 

might be down to his ‘part Kenyan ancestral dislike of the British 

empire.’ What was your reaction to that? 

CC: All elected officials make comments here and there. That 

certainly wasn’t one that was well received on my part. But 

frankly, rather than re-litigating or revisiting comments that may 

have been made days or years ago, I think as we re-imagine our 

engagement with our vital allies around the world it’s important in 

a post-Trump era to have an open mind about how we can work 

together, especially with nations as important to the United States 

as the United Kingdom. 

 

AM: The UK hopes very much to get a big trade deal now with the 

United States. How big a priority is that going to be for the Biden 

administration?  

CC: Well, certainly that’s going to be one of the most important 

aspects of the US-UK relationship. We’re going to have our hands 

full working through the pandemic now that it is surging again in 

both of our nations, restoring the vibrancy of our economy, and a 

big part of restoring the vibrancy of our economy is making closer 

the ties between the United States and the UK and moving 

towards a free trade agreement. There are of course significant 

concerns here about how any departure arrangements for the final 

status between the UK and EU might impact the border in 

Northern Ireland. There’s obviously agricultural concerns. I’m from 

a state known for its chicken exports. But you know, look, with 

closer allies, whether it’s Canada or Mexico, Germany or the UK, 
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we always have points of pressure and tension in trade that need 

to be worked out, but need to be worked out in a way that friends 

do, in an open handed and fair-minded way. 

 

AM: Now, something that concerns both of our countries at the 

moment very much is climate change. Next November there’s 

going to be a big conference on this in Glasgow. How pivotal do 

you think this issue is going to be in relations between our two 

countries going forward? 

CC: I think it’s a tremendous opportunity for us to jump start a 

new chapter in US-UK relations, and the conference coming up in 

Glasgow is an exciting opportunity as the United States transitions 

its G7 leadership to the UK, for us to convene the world and to 

hopefully present a sort of joint platform to the world about our 

visions for climate change. The United States, at the sub-national 

level, has continued to meet its Paris Climate Agreement 

commitments. We’ve got major states and significant cities all over 

the United States that have continued to make progress. Now 

there’s an opportunity for our next President and Vice-President to 

lead the sort of investment in innovation, deployment of cleaner 

energy and transition to a more robust and sustainable and safe 

economy here in the United States. And to do that in partnership 

with the UK would, I think, simply expand our horizons and the 

possibilities of our work on this most urgent and existential 

challenge to humanity. 

 

AM: Now, many of our viewers here are only just beginning to get 

to know Joe Biden. You’ve known him personally very well for 30 

years. What is it about him that you’d like to tell people? 

CC: Joe is someone whose personality is the heart of the man. He 

is an optimist. He believes in the possibility of progress. He is 

deeply compassionate. The tragedies that he suffered at the dawn 

of his career in public service and just a few years ago with the 

tragic passing of his beloved son, Beau, have made him someone 

of deep compassion for others, and as someone who’s spent 
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decades serving on and leading the Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee he has a deeper grasp and understanding of the world 

and the United States’ place in the world and the challenges and 

the limitations of engagement with the world than almost anyone 

I’ve met in public life. He is the perfect leader for the United 

States at this moment when we have to overcome this pandemic, 

when we have address the deep divisions here at home, and 

where we need to re-engage with our allies and with the world. I 

think as you come to know our next President and his Vice-

President you’ll recognise what an historic and important step 

forward this is for our democracy and for all democracies.  

 

AM: Now, you talked about the Vice-President just know, Kamala 

Harris. She is going to be the first woman of colour to be Vice-

President. How important at the moment is that for America? 

CC: It’s a very significant step forward for the United States to 

have someone with Kamala’s gifts, her intellect, her strength and 

her skills. We’ve served next to each other on the Senate Judiciary 

Committee and she takes the stage as the Vice-President-elect as 

someone who has a lot to offer the United States. Joe Biden has 

often said that he intended to be a transitional leader to a next 

generation of promising, up and coming leaders, and Kamala 

Harris is an exemplar of that type of new generation of young 

democratic leaders. Someone who is herself the daughter of 

immigrants from Commonwealth countries; the first black woman 

to serve as either a Vice-President or President in United States 

history. She will be a significant part of the Biden/Harris 

administration and a key part of making progress in our country. 

 

AM: President Trump says that he hasn’t lost this election, and he 

doesn’t look set to leave the White House any time soon. What do 

you expect him to do next? 

CC: You know, I have no earthly idea. My hope is that he will 

surprise us all by making a gracious and appropriate transition to 
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his successor and returning to his private pursuits and business. 

And I’ll simply leave it there. That is what I hope he does. 

 

AM: Now, you are hotly tipped to be the new Secretary of State. If 

you’re offered that job are you going to take it? 

CC: If offered, I would be honoured. But I also recognise that 

having just been re-elected to the Senate of the United States, a 

Senate that is deeply divided, I am someone who’s worked hard 

across the aisle and developed a reputation for bipartisanship, like 

my predecessor Joe Biden. So it may well be the case that Joe 

asks me to stay in the Senate and to try and advance the 

bipartisan agenda on which he’s run. Joe also has many talented 

folks in his inner circle from whom he could choose, so if asked I’d 

by honoured but there are many others who I know will be 

considered.  

 

AM: Senator Coons, thanks very much indeed for talking to us. 

(ends) 

 

  

 


