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AM: It’s fair to say that without my first guest Joe Biden would not 

be President Elect of the United States this morning.  Jim Clyburn 

is the most senior African American in the US Congress. His 

endorsement of Joe Biden in February, when he was seeking the 

Presidential Nomination, is seen as the turning point in a race that 

now led all the way to the White House. I spoke to Congressman 

Clyburn late last night and I asked him if he’d ever had any doubts 

that Joe Biden would succeed. 

JC: Oh yes. There were several times when I had some doubt. I’ve 

even had doubts since Tuesday. I was very concerned when I saw 

that Pennsylvania was posted with us almost 700,000 vote deficit.  

I had no idea where those votes were coming from. It was not 

until I was able to dig deeper that I got some relief. But you know 

these things have hills and valleys and today we’re on the hill. 

 

AM: Now there are of course still legal challenges going on and 

even after this victory Donald Trump won 70 million votes and 

more across America, so how much of a job of healing does Joe 

Biden have? 

JC: Well he’s got four million more votes. Something like four 

million. And I keep telling people if you had any place in the world 

where the winner got four million more votes than the person in 

second place, we wouldn’t dwell a whole a lot on second place. 

We would go forward with the four million vote winner. And we 

just have in this country a system called Electoral College which 

was done out of a compromise over divisions in the country. We 

need to take a real hard look at a lot of things in the country. So 

many things that were great for the 18th and 19th centuries were 
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not good for the 21st century. So we need to update a lot of things 

about our system and just because we’ve had them a long time 

doesn’t mean we ought to keep them. 

 

AM: Kamala Harris is going to be the first female, first black and 

the first South Asian Vice President. How important is that to black 

Americans? 

JC: That’s very important and Joe Biden and I talked about who 

should be on the ticket with him. I just loved this girl, she was  

one – she’s not the only one but she is one of the people I 

thought would do him well. You know he already said he was 

going to appoint a woman, that (inaudible). The question after 

that was which woman? And I was pleased to give my 

recommendation and I’m very pleased at what he did. I’m the 

father of three black women and I have two black grandchildren 

and I really believe strongly that having this woman of colour on 

the ticket. It breaks the glass ceiling that existed for them and 

many others similarly situated. 

 

AM: President Trump got more votes than he got in 2016 and he 

got more votes among black voters and Latino voters. Does that 

surprise you? 

JC: Well you know I’ve got to study that. You know I have a 

unique way, maybe not unique to a lot of people, but I keep in 

touch with the black community and I questioned that survey that 

came up with that. And I want to know: is that everybody that left 

the polls? If you’re telling you were doing a poll of election day is 

that the same thing as a poll in my precinct for about 80% of the 

people in my home precinct voted before election day. I’d like to 

know the universe of that poll, ‘cause I don’t believe from what I 

was hearing that this man increased his votes among rank and file 

black people. Everywhere I went black people were telling me 

they couldn’t wait to get to the polls in order to demonstrate their 

displeasure with Donald Trump.  I just don’t understand that. It 

may be true but I just don’t accept that. 
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AM: You will have seen the celebrations in the streets last night 

for Black Lives Matter, but there are plenty of people in your party 

who think that that cause, and in particular the call to defund the 

police did the Democrats no favours in this election. How can Joe 

Biden bring together a country so divided on this absolutely pivotal 

matter? 

JC: I agree with that. I think that is quite true.  The issue of 

socialism and defund the police was a big problem for Joe Biden in 

this election. I will tell you I really believe that it is what defeated 

my protégé Jamie Harrison in the United States Senate race. I 

watched those ads. I listened to people. And I warned months ago 

to stop this defund the police stuff. So many of my friends were 

telling me well that’s not really what we mean. This is what we 

mean. I don’t care what you mean; it’s what you’re saying. And if 

you’ve got to explain what you mean you have just lost the 

argument. And so I really believe that it was a problem for us. I 

would hope that going forward we would put that foolishness 

behind us. You know for some reason people want a sound bite. 

They want to do how many hits did you get for that comment? 

You may get a lot of hits for that comment and may get you a 

headline. I want to make headway. I don’t care about the 

headlines. Let’s make headway for our children and our 

grandchildren. The headlines, that’s juvenile stuff and it’s 

delinquent. 

 

AM: What happens if you don’t win the extra seats that you need 

in the Senate from Georgia? And if the Republicans carry on 

controlling the Senate, how big a problem is that for Joe Biden? 

JC: I think that’s going to be a problem for Joe Biden in the short 

term but there will be a bring problem for the country in the long  

term. And so I would hope that Joe Biden would sit down and 

explain to these Senators, and I think if you look at it we do one 

third, one third, one third every two years. I think from what I’ve 

looked at, one third of the Senate is going to be up for re-election 
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in two years and I think that the Republicans got a bigger problem 

defending those seats than we have. And so I would say to Joe 

Biden do three things. Number one, lay out your proposals and 

what it would mean for the betterment of this country. Number 

two, try to reach compromises. And compromise is a good thing. 

We all compromise with each other all the time. But number three, 

explain if I don’t get your cooperation I am looking forward to 

meeting you on the political field in two years, I’m looking forward 

to using my Executive Orders. This President used them a whole 

lot, Obama used them, Bill Clinton used them, the Executive 

Orders is what gave us the Emancipation Proclamation. Executive 

Orders integrated the Armed Services. So the Executive Orders 

can be very appropriately and forcefully used. And people said 

well I’m gonna sue you. Well go ahead and sue and we’ll see what 

the courts say in two years. 

 

AM: How important is it to the American Constitutional system 

that President Trump now concedes and does so graciously? 

JC: Well I don’t think that’s important to Joe Biden at all. It would 

be important to the Republicans and to Donald Trump that there’s 

peaceful transfer. But if he wants to be a stubborn…whatever…let 

him be. But for me I would say to Joe Biden his concession means 

nothing to your progression. 

 

Ends  


