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AM: David Lammy is the Shadow Justice Secretary and it’s been 

reported he’s been tasked in recent weeks with making ties 

between President-elect Biden’s team. Mr Lammy joins me now. 

You’ve described the election of President Biden as a reset 

moment for the world, but it wasn’t exactly a complete repudiation 

of Trumpism, was it this election? 

DL: Well look, there’s no doubt about it. America is a hugely 

divided country. We see those divides across much of the western 

world but clearly America turning its back on Trump, electing 

Biden on a ticket that’s about unity, that’s about decency, bringing 

the States back together and re-entering the global world in a 

multilateral way, must be a good thing. So of course it’s a reset 

moment. 

 

AM: And yet more than 70 million Americans voted for Trump and 

even among black Americans apparently 18% of  black men voted 

for Trump and that suggests the country remains going forward 

quite divided. The Republican Party, as a party, has had  quite a 

good election both in the House and in the Senate. 

DL: Well look – on any analysis Joe Biden looks to have got 4 

million more votes than this opponent. So yes you’re right, 

Andrew, the country is divided. This has been bruising, it’s been 

brutal and I guess fighting nationalist populism is tough and hard, 

particularly against the tough economic backdrop. 

 

AM: And Joe Biden has had to get this victory with a Democratic 

Party which spreads from the Bernie Sanders group, which is a bit 

like Momentum, a bit like the Corbynites on the left of the party, 

through to people on the centre of the party. He’s had to 
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straddled with all the way forward and he’s going to have to deal 

with them in office. Are there lessons here for the Labour Party? 

DL: Well look, the truth is that the centre left has been on the 

back foot across the western world. We here in the UK have been 

out of power for ten years. The Democrats have been out of 

power for four. We see that replicated. Of course we are 

comparing notes, talking to one another, how do we defeat those 

with this sort of populist tradition, how do you move forward 

against the backdrop of culture wars? How do  you relisten to 

voters and how do you run effective modern campaigns for the  

21st century? We’re all doing that. 

 

AM:  Maybe by understanding the voters better than  the Labour 

Party had done in the past here. 

DL: Well clearly the Labour Party’s under new leadership. Kier 

Starmer has made that absolutely clear, we have to listen, and I 

think we’ve got off to a very good start, clearly. 

 

AM: And do you learn the lesson from Biden’s victory, that you win 

elections nearer the centre than the left? 

DL: I think that the Labour Party in this country wants to be a 

party for the whole nation and not just one tribe. That’s what 

we’ve seen in the United States which Joe Biden and Kamala 

Harris and of course we will seek to replicate that. It’s why we 

sought to be constructive with the government where we can on 

Coronavirus, but of course hold them to account on behalf of the 

people. But not just govern for a small minority of people. To 

reach out right across the country. 

 

AM: So you have learned lessons. Now I read that you have been 

forging links with the Biden team. I read all sorts of things, some 

of them are not true. Is that true? 

DL: Look, I’ve got longstanding relationships with Democrats. 

Most of my colleagues have who’ve been in parliament for a 

significant period. We’re sister parties in a sense and my 



3 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, 8TH NOVEMBER, 2020 DAVID LAMY, MP  

 

friendship with the former President Barack Obama is well 

documents, well known and I was speaking yesterday to Senator 

Patrick Leahy, the Father of the House as a Senator and reflecting 

on what has been a fantastic result. 

 

AM: So going forward, what is the most important message that 

the Labour Party is sending to the Biden campaign? Is it that you 

are now full hearted supporters of Brexit and you will vote for a 

Brexit deal when it comes through the House? 

DL: Look, I don’t think we’ve been discussing issues like Brexit. 

That is for the government to negotiate. But  clearly as we go 

forward on climate change, hugely important, on how our 

countries deal with the Coronavirus virus against an economic 

backdrop, fiscal stimulus, hugely important, on all of those issues 

we’ve got shared values, shared interests. 

 

AM: I get all of that. I’m hovering over Brexit because we know 

that Joe Biden himself was hostile to Brexit as an idea and we’re 

now in the position where the Labour Party, as well as the 

Conservative Party is supporting the idea of a deal as soon as 

possible to get us out of the EU. And I just wonder what  

conversations, what kind of effect that has on relations with 

Biden’s Democrats. 

DL: Well look, I think for Boris Johnson it was foolish to put the 

Good Friday Agreement on the table in the way that he did when 

you know  you’ve got an Irish American who might become leader 

of his country and where the Democrats have long standing 

concerns in relation to the Good Friday – that was foolish. It was 

foolish to insult Barack Obama. Foolish to insult Hillary Clinton. All 

of those things were reflected on and discussed with our 

Democratic colleagues. Of course we have.  

 

AM: That is all on the Conservative side, but what do they think 

about the fact that the Labour Party is now supporting Brexit? 
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DL: Look. We’ve just had a great democracy have an election. 

They recognise  that this was an intense debate here in the UK. 

The decision has been made, we’re leaving the European  Union, 

the Labour Party accepts that we’re leaving with the European 

Union. Boris Johnson has ten days now to get a deal with the 

European Union and that’s what’s in the interest now of this 

country. 

 

AM: And do you think the election of Joe Biden makes a deal more 

likely? 

DL: Look. I think that for lots of reasons it would be very good for 

us to have a deal with the United States but clearly Europe comes 

first. 47% of our trade is with the European Union and that deal 

has to be struck with them.   Our trade with the United States 

about 17%.  There are issues that we can work on, for example 

our creative economy. 111 billion worth for us. Hollywood, tech 

companies, there’s  lots of mutual interests, but there are big 

tough challenges. I think the assumptions that Boris had that he 

could somehow pull off a trade deal in a very short space of time 

was unlikely. It will take some time as trade deals do to work 

through the detail and he’ll now have to do that with Joe Biden. 

 

AM: Just one Coronavirus question. Priti Patel, the Home Secretary 

has said there needs to be tougher enforcement to ensure that 

people abide by the rules and if necessary self isolate. Would you, 

as Justice Spokesman back stronger enforcement to these rules? 

DL: Well, I want to see what she’s proposing and coming forward 

with. I don’t know the detail of that. It’s important that people 

follow the rules if we want infection to come down and therefore 

we have to support the police in what they have to do. 

 

AM: There is anecdotal evidence that people are not taking this 

lockdown quite as seriously as they took the first one. Priti Patel 

says that tougher enforcement is necessary to save lives. Do you 

agree with her? 
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DL: Well, on the whole we don’t base policy on anecdote, we base 

it on evidence. I’d like to see the evidence. We mustn’t be too 

draconian.  

 

AM: Do you agree with the premise? 

DL: Well what are we going to do? Lock people up because they’re 

not wearing masks, Andrew?  

 

AM: I’m asking. 

DL: I need to know the detail. Well you probably need to speak to 

Priti Patel, but let’s see the evidence and obviously we’ll support 

them if it’s clear that infection rates aren’t coming down and 

people are floughting the laws. 

 

Ends  


