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AM: And we went today with the Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab 

who can’t be here because he’s self isolating and so he joins us 

from his home. Welcome Mr Raab. How are you, first of all? 

DR: Obviously fine, I don’t have any symptoms let alone 

Coronavirus but I was in contact with someone who tested 

positive and of course the first thing I did was self isolate and 

make sure, as we urge everyone else to do, to follow the rules 

very clearly and consistently. 

 

AM: Were these American elections a completely legal and fair 

process? 

DR: Look we’ve always said I think they were. There may be 

contested claims of irregularities but we’ve always said we’ve got 

full faith in the checks and balances of the American system to 

reach a clear result. They’ve done that now. Joe Biden is 

President-elect with the most votes in US Democratic history. 

Kamala Harris, Vice President-elect first black woman to hold that 

office. We warmly congratulate them, we look forward to working 

with  the new administration.  

 

AM: Part of the reasons I ask, Mr Raab, is that you tweeted 

immediately after the result: ‘while some of the processes are still 

playing out, it’s now clear Joe Biden has won.’ What processes 

were you talking about? 

DR: Well there’s still recounts, there’s still legal challenges. We 

recognise those. We want to respect the integrity of the US 

system but the results are very clear now and we warmly welcome 

and congratulate President-elect Biden, Vice President-elect Harris 

and I think as you  go through – particularly if you’re the 



government, you’ve got to tread carefully and sensitively and not 

risk being perceived to be interfering in either the campaign or the 

aftermath of the  accountability around that. So we’re just trying 

to make sure we are sensitive and respect the American system as 

we would expect in our elections. 

 

AM: It just seemed to some people as if you were casting doubt in 

some way on the process. There has been absolutely no evidence 

of illegality or unfairness of any kind.  

DR: Absolutely and those processes will play out and I’m sure that 

they’ll be resolved because the US system has the checks and 

balances in place. So it’s simply a factual reflection on the fact that 

those processes are ongoing. But there is now a very clear result 

as we’ve always said that the US system would produce. I think 

you’re reading a little bit too much into that, Andrew, if I may say. 

 

AM: Well let me read you out another tweet. Not from you but 

from President Trump himself. He said overnight: 

‘The observers were not allowed into the counting rooms. I won 

the election, got 71,000,000 legal votes. Bad things happened.’ 

What’s your  message to him? 

DR: Well look, as I said, and it goes back to your first question, 

I’m not getting dragged  in either to the election campaign or the 

immediate aftermath. We want to avoid getting sucked in to the 

domestic US politics, but it’s very clear now in our view that there 

is a definitive result. We look forward to working with the new 

administration and we’re all eyes on that. I’m sure Donald Trump 

and his team will consider exactly what they want to do in the 

days ahead. Obviously it’s not will mid December that the Electoral 

College system formally announces its results and formally 

declares. It’s a little bit different from the system in the UK, but 

I’m sure his team will reflect on where they lie. 

 

AM: It’s just that this is the world’s largest and most important 

democracy and its outgoing President is accusing its system of 



illegality and that  leads a lot of people around the world to think 

twice about this democracy. It’s not about interfering in the 

election, it’s about the British government having a very, very 

clear view that this is a proper fair, decently organised and legal 

process and being absolutely clear about that. 

DR: Well we’ve been absolutely clear. It was early this week that 

we’ve full confidence in the US system of checks and balances. 

The legal routes, the recount routes, the Electoral College system 

to produce a clear result. We congratulate warmly the new 

President-elect and Vice President-elect and we’re looking forward 

to working with them in the future. I had breakfast, when I was 

last in Washington, with Senator Coons who you  just interviewed. 

There is a huge bedrock of interest and values that bind our two 

countries and we’re just as excited as Senator Coons expressed 

about the opportunities for collaborating closely on Covid, the 

international agenda there which the Prime Minister here has been 

leading on with the Gavi Summit  and also COP 26. Next year is a 

big year for the UK. We have our G7 Presidency with COP 26 on 

climate. There is a huge amount of work to do and we’re looking 

forward to doing it with the new administration. 

 

AM: Have you been in touch directly with the Biden team yet? 

Either you for the Prime Minister? 

DR: Well funnily enough I exchanged messages with Senator 

Coons, our Embassy are in touch with the campaign, I’m sure 

there will be a call between the President-elect and the Prime 

Minister shortly in due course and so we’re looking forward. There 

are obviously in the immediate aftermath they’ve got their plans to 

put in place, we want to give them the time and space to do that, 

but it’s clear we’re excited about the opportunities of working 

together. 

 

AM: Well as  you may have heard from my interview with Mr 

Coons it doesn’t sound as if the trade deal is at the top of the list 

of their priorities. He said it was an important priority in US/UK 



relations but there were lots of problems aired. Significant 

concerns, he said. He mentioned the Northern Ireland issue. Now 

that’s in the House of Lords. Is the government going to move on 

that international market Bill given what’s happened in the United 

States? 

DR: Well first of all in terms of Senator Coon’s comments I think 

he was pretty positive about it and the importance of it, the value 

in it, the importance of international trade amongst other 

intensified multilateral international relations. So  I think that was 

quite positive, given some of the other snippets of anonymous 

comments that fed into  the media, so from someone who’s very 

well placed I think that was positive. Look, in relation to the House 

of Lords we’ll go through that process, but we’re very clear – and I 

had a chance to talk to Senator Coons about the Internal Market 

Bill and indeed reaching other members of the Irish Caucus on the 

Hill. We understand their concerns and it was good to have the 

opportunity to explain that we’ve been very clear. We’ll never do 

anything to put at risk the Good Friday Agreement and we’ve even 

said that we would never put any infrastructure at the border 

between the North and the South, and of course if the EU are 

doing the same this issue is resolved.  

 

AM: Well sticking with that,  I mean it’s absolutely clear from Joe 

Biden himself that he wants to see change to the Internal Market 

Bill as part of the price for doing a trade deal. I’m wondering has 

that lesson really been heard in London? 

DR: Well look you haven’t read out any specific quotes and I’m not 

sure ...  

AM: I can read you what he did say about this. 

DR: But the whole thing is about the Good Friday Agreement. 

We’ve been very clear. We’re absolutely committed to respect the 

Good Friday Agreement. Our argument is, and it was good to have 

the opportunity  when I was in Washington to explain. Our 

argument is it’s the EU that has put pressure on that with the 

approach it’s taken. But look, we want to resolve all those issues 



wish the EU obviously, the negotiations are ongoing, there’s a 

good chance of a deal if we get the flexibility from the EU on 

fisheries and a level playing field. But as Senator Coons expressed 

I’m confident that we will navigate all of those issues sensitively, 

correctly and as I said, we listen to very carefully to our American 

friends, particularly on the Hill in the Irish lobby. They feel very 

invested in the Good Friday Agreement, we understand that.  I 

pay tribute to the work George Mitchell did and Bill Clinton, but it 

is not the UK that is putting it at risk. It is the approach of the EU. 

 

AM: He’s also said the Good Friday Agreement can’t become a 

casualty of Brexit, Joe Biden and he has said in public, on the 

record: “From the US perspective US interests are diminished with 

Great Britain not being an integral part of Europe and being able 

to bring influence.” And he has described Boris Johnson as: “The 

physical and emotional clone of Donald Trump.” And he doesn’t 

mean it as a compliment.  

DR: Well I’m not sure what the dates were of those quotes. 

AM: 2018. 

DR:  Yeah, so we’re two years on from that and  I thought it was 

very interesting hearing from Senator Coons that he’s not 

interested and he doesn’t think the administration is going to be 

interested in re-litigating old issues. Not least as we leave – we’ve 

left the EU, we leave the transition period by the time the 

Inauguration happens. What he’s looking for, what the Americans 

will be looking for I’m sure is the opportunities of the future. I’m 

not saying that their interest in the Good Friday Agreement will in 

any way dim when I’ve explained  why we’re absolutely committed 

to it. But  what they’re looking at now and as Senator Coons 

expressed but others have to me as well, they’re looking at the 

opportunities for multilateral cooperation, on Covid, on counter 

terrorism. Cyber’s a big thing. Reinforcing the NATO Alliance and 

of course climate change. 

 



AM: His comment about the Good Friday Agreement not being a 

casualty of Brexit was actually only two months ago, so he is very 

focused on this and the new incoming team are being very, very 

clear they want to see changes in the Internal Market Bill and I’m 

asking you one more time to give me a clear answer as to 

whether the government has heard  that message and is prepared 

to move in any way on the Internal Market Bill, yes or no? 

DR: Well I don’t accept the characterisation of your assertions, but 

yes we of course listen very carefully to our American friends. I 

said that at the outset. I went out  and I’ve been out three times 

since my time as Foreign Secretary and every time I’ve gone and 

talked to Congressional leaders, particularly the Irish Caucus, 

members on the Hill on both sides of the political aisle. We’ve also 

had the opportunity to explain why we’re taking the approach that 

we are and the pressure that the EU has put on the Good Friday 

Agreement with the approach its taking. So of course we listen. 

But it’s also a good opportunity to explain our position and as I 

said, we’ve unconditionally and absolutely committed not to doing 

anything to imperil the Good Friday Agreement and any 

infrastructure at the border. The EU hasn’t replicated that 

absolutely commitment and that’s something which I think has 

been helpful to explain to our American friends.  

 

AM: There’s just a week left now to conclude any trade agreement 

with the EU. Are we going to do it?  Probably not, I assume. 

DR: Well I wouldn’t make assumptions. That’s the one thing we 

know about the Brexit process. I spoke to David Frost yesterday. 

The issues are are where they are. The Prime Minister has spoken 

to Ursula von der Leyen, the Head of the Commission and 

negotiations are ongoing. What I’ll say is it still boils down to two 

basic issues. There’s progress being made but we’ve got to see 

whether it’s enough to get us over the line.  There are some core 

interests at stake in the UK. Points of democratic principle around 

control of our laws, control of our fisheries as an independent 

coastal state. I don’t think we can toss those aside, but if the EU  



shows flexibility, the good will to meet us half way I am confident 

a deal can still be done.   

 

AM: The Bank of England expects a one per cent hit to GDP in the 

first quarter if there is an agreement, and presumably more 

afterwards. Have you modelled what the hit to GDP of not having 

a trade agreement with the EU is going to be? 

DR: Well, that’s one for the Chancellor and the Treasury, but of 

course we’ve looked at various different forecasts, and there’s no 

doubt, Andrew – sorry, can I answer the question? We’re in a 

better position if we get a good free trade deal. We don’t see any 

– particularly now, I think, with all the uncertainty, the common 

interest of our European friends and the UK in avoiding any extra 

obstacles to trade. That’s why we’ve approached this the way that 

we have. But we’re also confident that come what may we’ll 

endure whatever transitional issues there are and we’ll make the 

best of it and make Brexit a success. And of course we’ll have an 

opportunity to do wide open trade deals and recover control of our 

laws, which will also be a benefit. 

 

AM: I am slightly confused. You know, you’re Foreign Secretary, 

your first minister, you’re very crucial to this government. I still 

don’t know whether you have modelled the effect of us not having 

a deal and aren’t telling us or whether you haven’t modelled it. 

DR: No, no, the forecast’s done and the Treasury’s showing 

maximum transparency. The OBR do these things independently 

of government.  

 

AM: What’s the number? 

DR: Well, there’ll be all sorts of data and the Treasury and the 

government will set out as much of that, and Rishi Sunak and 

others have answered those questions. And of course it’s very 

fluid given the situation of coronavirus, which I think is far greater 

an economic challenge than anything that will happen at the end 

of the transition period.  



 

AM: Marcus Rashford has scored again hasn’t he? Is this extra 

money for free school meals for poorer children, is that a big win 

for Marcus Rashford? 

DR: I think that Marcus Rashford has really shown his heart and 

soul as well as being an amazing football player. I think he’s stood 

up as a tremendous character. He had a conversation with the PM 

yesterday. We pay tribute to him sharing his experience and his 

concerns about this. I think the point we’ve made all along, we all 

– I don’t think there’s any real difference here even in the debate; 

we all need to look after the most vulnerable. The question is the 

best way to do it. So what we’ve announced the 170 Covid Winter 

scheme to make sure as we go into the winter local authorities 

often know the most vulnerable and can target those families. 

We’ve got 220 million going into the healthy start – sorry, into the 

school holidays.. programme. The vouchers for ..going up. The 

point I would make is – 

AM: I will jump in. I’m so sorry. There’s one other huge – 

RB: The targeted approach will help the most vulnerable, and 

that’s what we want. 

AM: Okay. One other thing I must ask you about: a new variation 

of covid seems to have escaped from mink farms in Denmark and 

the government’s reaction overnight in terms of the draconian 

regulations now being put in place suggest that you are quite 

spooked by this, and even that this variant may make the vaccine 

a for which we’re all waiting not work properly? 

DR: I wouldn’t describe it as draconian, taking a precautionary 

measure to make sure that if and when we come up with a 

vaccine it can’t be sidestepped by a mutation in the virus which 

the Danes have found through their mink population. I think that’s 

a common sense measure the public would expect us to take. I 

spoke to my Danish opposite number on Friday about it, and 

obviously with something like that, where the evidence, the 

science, is so new and it’s evolving in the way a mutating virus 



does, we’ve got to take the safe, responsible steps, at least as a 

precautionary measure that we’ve done. 

 

AM: Dominic Raab, thanks very much indeed for joining us this 

morning. 

(ends) 

 

 

 


