
 
 

 

Exercise: reporting figures and statistics accurately 
 
Show students these pairs of statements.  If you like, you can come up with similar 
statements based on the figures for your school. 
 
Ask them to decide which of each pair is the most accurate:  
 
1.  
A. Nearly 20% of children in the UK cannot swim or have never tried.  
B. Nearly 20% of children, who took part in the SportAtSchool Survey, cannot swim or 
have never tried.  
 
2.  
A. 24% of students at SportAtSchool Secondary School have never tried to swim.  
B. 98 of the 409 students at the SportAtSchool Secondary School, who answered the 
questionnaire, have never tried to swim.    
 
3. 
A. Nearly 75 % of schoolchildren across the UK, who took part in the SportAtSchool 
Survey, will take part in their school's sports day.  
B. On average, nearly 75% of schoolchildren in the UK will take part in their school's 
sports day.  
 
4. 
A. Of the UK pupils who answered the SportAtSchool questionnaire, nearly a third took 
part in competitive sport in school during the past year.  
B. 3.08 in every 10 school pupils in the UK, who took part in the SportAtSchool Survey, 
played competitive sport in school during the past year.  
 
Answers and explanations: 
 
1B.  It is important to give the context of the figures. Not every child in the UK 
completed the survey and likewise not every student at your school answered the 
questionnaire - this needs to be reflected in your reporting.  
 
2B.  Percentages are less meaningful when the numbers of responses are small. In such 
cases, it might be clearer to use the numbers (counts).  
 
3A.  Beware of using the term "average". None of the percentages that you have been 
given are average. The term has specific mathematical meanings - mean, mode and 
median are all different types of averages - and your maths department will be able to 
explain further  
 
4A.  Both statements are accurate; however the B statement may not make much sense 
to readers. What does .55 of a child look like? Also be careful with the use of the terms: 
fewer, greater, less than and more than. Fewer and greater refer to whole items/people 
etc. So in the example given, "greater than three in every 10 children" would be 
inaccurate. 
 
 


